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M. de l’Ecluse’s Preface. 

H E Memoirs of .Stilly have always 



been ranked among the beft books 


we have. This truth being eftablifh- 
ed long'ago, by the judgement of all our good 
critics, and of all the lovers of literature, I 
may fave inyfelf the trouble of a difcuflion, 
ufelefs to thofe who know the book. 

With regard to thofe who have never read 
thefe Memoirs, it is fufficient to give them an 
idea of the work, to fay, that they comprehend 
the hiftory of what paffed from the peace'in 
1570, to the firft year of Lewis Xlli. that is 
to fay, the fpace of rriore than forty years; a 
period that has furnifhed the moil copious mat¬ 
ter to the hiftorians of our monarchy ; and that 
they treat of the reign, or, to fpesk more pro¬ 
perly, of almoft the whole life of Henry the 
Great. Thefe Memoirs prefuppofc, indeed, 
fome knowledge of the preceding troubles, 
which are only occafionally mentioned ; but 
they difplay all the fucceeding events in the 
moil minute detail. Events equally numerous 
and diverfified ; wars, foreign and civil; inter- 
efts of ftate and religion; mafterpieces of date - 
adminiftration ; unexpe&ed difcoveries-, efforts 
of ambition •, ftratagems of policy ; cmbaiHes 
and negotiations ; are all to be found here, 
and are but a part of what the book contains. 

The Memoirs of Sully derive another, per¬ 
haps a dill greatervalue, from an infinitude of 


more 
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more particular recitals, which are not the pro¬ 
vince of hiftory, but an advantage peculiar to 
memoirs. They admit a multiplicity of fub- 
je£ts, and all the variety of incidents which 
one pleaies to introduce ; and, moreover, they 
are not fubje&ed to the yoke that neceility has 
impofed upon hiftory, to omit nothing of 
thole over-general things, in v/riting of which 
a man feels himfelf perfectly difgulted. 

Would one give a thorough knowledge of 
the prince he is about to fpeak of? The pic¬ 
ture of his private life mult inceffantly be com¬ 
pared with that of his public life. He mult 
exhibit him in themidft of his courtiers, with 
his domcftics,in the moments when heobferves 
himfelf leaf!:; and eftablifli his character by his 
letters and his converiation. The pallions de¬ 
lineate themfelves better by a fimple word, re¬ 
lated as it was originally lpoken, than by 
all the art which an hiftorian can employ. This 
idea of memoirs is io perfectly anfwered by 
thole of Sully, with regard to the prince who 
is the principal fubjett of them, that it is not 
till after havingread them, that one truly knows 
Henry IV. What they exhibit to us of this 
great prince, in his good as well as his bad for¬ 
tune, viewed as a private man or a king, as a 
warrior or as a politician; in fine,as a hulband, 
father, friend, &c. is marked with traits fo 
fenfible, that one cannot keep himfelf frotv> 
being interefled in the particularities of his life, 
even the mo ft indifferent. At the molt, I can 
only except lome military details, perhaps a 

little 
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little too frequent in the beginning of the 
work, and a fmall number of others lefs plea- 
fing *, tho’ otherwife thefe recitals are always- 
conne&ed with the public affairs, and diverti- 
fied, like all the reft, with the part which was 
borne in them by the Duke of Sully. 

He is, fotofpeak, the fecond a&or •, and 
this double action makes no breach in the u- 
nity of intereft, if I may here be permitted this 
expreffion, becaufe that this minifter fays al- 
moft nothing of himfelf, which has not fome 
relation to the ftate, or to the perfon of his 
mafter. The reader will, doublefs, he plea- 
fed to know what judgement was formed of 
thefe Memoirs when they firft began to fee the 
light *, and I fball give him information from 
the author of an old difeourfe, to be found a- 
mong the MSS. (vol. 9590.) of the King’s li¬ 
brary. “ One of the molt beautiful images of 
“ human prudence and fidelity,” fays he, “is to 
“ be found in the account left to the public 
“ by the Duke of Sully, in thefe two volumes, 
of the nature of the counfels he had given, 
“ and of the number of the fervices he had 
“ done, to his King and benefactor, as well for 
“ the particular glory of his perfon, as for the 
“ profperity of his kingdom. And, in truth, 
“ the fortune of Henry the Great, and the vir- 
“ tue of his prime minifter, are two things 
“ which appear alternately, or more properly, 
“ go hand in hand. The minifter, in this 
“ work,ferves and obliges the King, in all the 
“ ways that a great prince can receive fervice 

“ or 
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6C or obligation from a fubjeA, with his hand’ 
t: - his courage, his fword, and even with his 
il blood, and his wounds, by his valour or 
lC difcretion, as occafion required. But he 
14 particularly ferved him in his council and ca- 
“ binet, with the greateft good ienfe and moil 
<c quick-fighted penetration, the moll uncom- 
ec moil diiintereftednefs and the moft lingular 
S'- lincerity, that has ever been known in the 

hiltories, either of our own or of other 
u countries. ’’ 

It is natural, in the reign of a prince like 
Henry I V. to look for great generals, pro¬ 
found politicians, and able miniiters •, but what 
mult lurprile us is, to find in the fame perfon/ 
the warrior, the politician, the wife manager 
bfbulinefs, the hire and fevere friend, as well 
as the intimate confident and favourite of his 
mailer. And what muft appear ftili more un¬ 
common, is to lee, in a work where the anions 
of two luch extraordinary perfons are colle<5K 
ed after their deaths, a great king reduced to' 
conquer his own kingdom, occupied with a 
minifter in his way, not lefs grear, in contri¬ 
ving means to make his undertakings fuccefs- 
fui *, labouring afterwards, in concert with 
him, to render this fame kingdom not only 
peaceable but llourifhing, regulating the fi¬ 
nances, found.ng trade, eftablilhing the po¬ 
lice, and, in fliort, recovering every part of 
the government (rom ccnfufion. 

In this work therefore are comprifed two il- 
hdlrious lives, mutually accompanying, en- 
: lightening. 
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lightening, and embellifhing one another •, that 
of a king, and that of a minifter, his confident, 
neariy of the fame age, carried on from the in¬ 
fancy of both to the death of the firft, and to 
the time when the fecond faw himfelf remo¬ 
ved from the management of affairs. 

Add to this, that thefe Memoirs of Sully 
are yet further recommended by excellent 
principles of morality, by civil and political 
maxims derived from truth, and by an infi¬ 
nite number of views, projects, and regula¬ 
tions, of almoft every kind, with which they 
are filled. u He alone,” (fays the fame co- 
tempornry author, fpeaking of the Duke of 
Sully) “ firft difcovered the union of two 
cr * things, which our fathers not only could 
tc not accommodate, but even imagined utterly 
<c incompatible *, the increafe of the King’s re- 
c; venue, and the eafe and relief of the peo- 
“ pie. He that would have an idea of a good 
“ lubjedancl ahincorruptible minifter of ftate, 
cc muft look for it in this picture, where 
“ he will fee oeconomy in its beft light, and 
4C policy in all its advantages •, the art of u- 
* £ ling and the art of gaining power ; the 
££ fcience of reigning as a man, and that of 
€C reigning as a king the fineft inftruftions 
cc and the richeft examples of morality are 
“ here exhaufted, and the whole fupported 
cc and adorned by a knowledge of every 

thing, from the higheft arts, to mecha- 
4< nic occupations.” 

I fay it again, that as far as I know, the fe- 
Vot.l. b vereft 
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vereft critics are not at this very day of a much 
different way of thinking. One need only con- 
fult the Abbot Le Labourcur, in his additions 
to the Memoirs of Caftlcnau, vol. 2. bock 2. 
p. 687. ; Father Lc-Long *, and a multitude 
of modern writers : for who is there that does 
not cite with eulogiums the Memoirs of Sul¬ 
ly, as the firft political treatife that has fhcwn 
us the real power of this kingdom, that con¬ 
tains almoft all that has been done by Riche¬ 
lieu, Mazarine, and Colbert; and which, in 
a word, is to be conlidered as the moil proper 
fchool of the art of government ? 

In the remaining fart of the preface, the French 
editor gives a particular account of bis edition , 
and of the various editions which Stilly*s Me¬ 
moirs have bonze in France . But as this would 
afford very little infraction or entertainment to 
any reader , it has been thought proper to drop 
it altogether . 


ctr 
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SUMMARY of the BOOKS contain¬ 
ed in the First Volume. 


SUMMARY of BOOK I. 

M Emoirs from the year 1570 to 1580. State 
of affairs in the council of France, and thofe 
of the Calvinifts, at the peace of 1570. Rofny’s 
extraction, and anecdotes of the houl'e of Bethune. 
Some account of the birth, education, and early 
years of the Prince of Navarre. Idea of the go¬ 
vernment under Henry II. Francis II. and during 
the firfl: years of the reign of Charles IX. Artifice 
of Queen Catharine of Medicis to ruin the Hugue¬ 
nots. Rofny engages himfelf in the fervice of the 
King of Navarre, and follows him to Paris.* Death 
of the Queen of Navarre. The wounding of Ad¬ 
miral Coligny, and other caufes of fufpicion which 
the court gave to the Proteftants. Profound difii- 
mularion of Charles IX. Maflacre of St. Bartho¬ 
lomew ; a particular relation of this event. Obfer- 
vations and reflections upon it. The conduct of 
Charles IX. and Admiral Coligny. In what manner 
the King of Navarre and Rofny efcaped being mal- 
facred. Education of Rofny, The Calvinifts re- 
fume courage and retrieve their affairs. Flight of 
the Prince of Conde. Imprifonment of the princes. 
The infurreCtion of Shrove Tuefday. Death of 
Charles IX. His character. Henry III. returns to 
France, and declares war againff the Huguenots. 
Flight of Monfieur and the King of Navarre. The 
Queen mother deceives them by the peace called 
ii)c feace cf Monfieur . The war is renewed. Mi¬ 
ff 2. litary 



Mary rencounters and taking of cities. Rofny's 
iirft exploits in arms. The peace of 1577. Con¬ 
ferences between the Queen-mother and the King 
of Navarre. More military expeditions. Taking 
of Cahors, &c. Faults committed by Ilofny. 

SUMMARY of BOOK II. 

Memoirs from the year 1580 to the year 1587. 
Affairs of Flanders. The United Provinces offer 
their crown to Monileur: he goes to Holland ; 
Ilofny attends him. The taking of Cateau-Cam- 
brefis, Szc. Moniieur furprifes the citadel of Cam- 
bray : he goes to 1 ngland ; returns to France ; is 
hared by the Dutch and the Proteftants, 011 ac¬ 
count of the treachery attempted by him at Ant¬ 
werp ; difconcerted by the Prince of Orange. F of- 
nv diilatisfied with Monfieur, who finding all his 
fchemes blafted, return^ to France. Rofny returns 
likewile, after having vilited the citv of Bethune. 
Spain makes offers to the King of Navarre. Rof¬ 
ny lent to the court of France by the King of Na¬ 
varre : he vilits Monfieur. Death of that prince, 
llofny's fecond journey to Paris, and negotiation 
there : his marriage. Domeflic employments. Ori¬ 
gin, formation, and progrels of the league. Hen¬ 
ry III. joins the league againfi: the King of Navarre. 
Diviiions in the Calvinifl party; the views of its 
chiefs. R-ofny is again fent to Paris by the King 
of Navarre, to obferve the motions of die league. 
An attempt upon Angers; fails. A dangerous 
journey taken by Rofny. The Prince of Condo in 
extreme peril. The King of Navarre in great per¬ 
plexities. Military expeditions. Rofny negotiates 
an alliance between the two kings. The taking of 
Talmont, Fontcnay, 8 zc. Rofny go^s to vilit and 
.iflilt his wife, during the calamity of the plague. 
Vruitlds interviews between the Queen*mother and 
the King of Navarre. A feries of military expc- 
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'ditions. Rofny defeats one of the enemy’s fqua- 
drons. Other fucceifes of the Calviniits ; a decla¬ 
red perfecution againft them. Madame de Rofny 
in great danger. Rofny’s fecret journey to Paris. 
The Duke of Joyeufe leads an army into Poitou, 
and is beat by the King of Navarre at Coutras ; a 
particular account of this battle. 

SUMMARY of BOOK III. 

Memoirs from the year 1587 to the year 1590. 
Errors committed by the King of Navarre and the 
Proteftants, after the Rattle of Coutras. Secret de- 
figns of the Prince of Conde, the Count of SoiiTons, 
and the Vifcount Turenne. Death of the Piince of 
Conde; obfervations upon his death. '1 lie battle 
of the Barricades, and the confequences ; vcllec- 
tions upon this event. The Duke and Cardinal of 
Guile aifaffinated ; reflections and obfervations on 
this occafion Death of Catharine de Medicis. 
The pufillanimity of Henry III. with refpect to the 
league Rofny negotiates a treaty of alliance be¬ 
tween the two Kings ; the difguft he receives upon 
this occafion. Interview of the two kings. r ihe 
Duke of Maienne fits down before Tours ; milita¬ 
ry exploits on both Aides. Battle of FofTcufe, at 
which Rofny is prefent Death of Madame de 
Rofny Military luccefles of the two kings. Siege 
of Paris. Death of Henry III.; particulars of this 
afiaflination. Henry IV. alks counfcl of R.ofny ; 
the perplexing fituation of this prince. 1 he dif- 
politions of the feveral officers in the royalift army 
with refpect to him. Rofny furprills Mculan Mi¬ 
litary expeditions. A particular account of/ the 
battle of Arques, at which Holnv was prefent. 
Skirmifhes at Pollet. Henry IV. often in danger. 
An attempt upon Paris. Rencounters and lieges 
of different places. Digreffio.ns upon thofc Me¬ 
moirs. Siege of Meulan. A Spanilh army in France. 
Piofnv defends Paflh The battle of ivrv; particu- 
1 • ' bars 
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lars of this battle. Rofny often in great danger ; 
is wounded in feveral places ; he is carried by his 
own orders to Rofny : Henry IV.’s affectionate be¬ 
haviour to him there. 

SUMMARY of ROOK IV. 

Memoirs from 1590 to 1592. A mutiny in 
Henry’s army after the battle of Ivry ; diflipations 
of the finances, and other caufes of the little ad¬ 
vantages he derived from it Cities taken. At¬ 
tempts on others ; difappointed. The taking of 
the iuburbs of Paris ; the liege of the city ; parti¬ 
culars relating to this fiege ; the caufes which obli¬ 
ged Henry to rail's it. The Prince of Parma leads 
an army thither : his incampment, and other mili¬ 
tary details. An error committed by Henry : he 
obliges the Prince of Parma to retire. The liege 
of Chartres. An adventure wherein Ptofny is in 
danger of being killed : he retires to Rofnv in dil- 
content. Sneeds of Henry IV.’s arms. The ta¬ 
king of Corbie, Noyon, &c. An enterprife upon 
Mante. The Duke of Montpeniier’s expeditions in 
Normandy. Preparations for the liege of Rouen ; 
errors committed at this liege. Mutual animolities 
between the foldiers and officers of Henry’s army. 
Attacks, allaults, and other particulars of this liege. 
The Prince of Parma comes again with an army in¬ 
to France. The infolence of the council of iixtecn. 
Henry advances to meet the Prince of Parma. An 
enterprife boldly icconded by the Duke of Nevers. 
r Fhc battle of Aiimale ; particulars of this battle, 
and obfervations upon it. Henry raifes the fiege 
of Rouen : marches, incamnments, rencounters, 
and battles, betwixt him and the Prince of Parma, 
hi the neighbourhood of Rouen. Obfervations up¬ 
on thef* battles. A glorious exploit of the Prince 
of Parma at the palTagc of the Seine. Henrj *s ar¬ 
my refiifcs to purfue him : the caufes of this 1 (.fil¬ 
ial; and reiLctlon upon it. 


SUM- 
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SUMMARY of BOOK V. 

Memoirs from 1592 to 1593. A fuccinft account 
of the State of allairs in the provinces of France du¬ 
ring the years 1 $91 and 1592 Intrigues carried on 
by the Count of SoifTons: his character. An abridg¬ 
ment of the Duke of Epernon’s hifiory : his difobe- 
dience; his character. Several parties formed in the 
fouthern provinces of France : a lliort account of 
what patted there. The liege of Villemur. The liege 
of Eperni, where Marechal Biron is (lain : his eulo- 
gium. Death of the Prince of Parma. Rofny marries 
again, and retires in difeontent. The caufe of it 
He intercepts the memoirs of the negotiations be¬ 
tween Spain and the league. A detail and examen 
of tliofe papers. A third party formed in France : 
the perfons whocompofe it; and their views. Henry 
follows Rofny’s advice. The wife and cautious con¬ 
duct obferved by them both. Converfationsbetwixt 
them, wherein Rofny prevails upon him to change 
his religion. Henry founds the Protcftants upon 
this refolution. Rolny’s conference with Bellozane, 
the two Durets, and Du-Perron. Conditions offer¬ 
ed by the league to Henry ; with what defign; re¬ 
jected. The meeting of the Rates of Paris. A pro¬ 
ject of the Prince of Parma’s badly executed. Dif- 
union of the Catholic chiefs in thefe Rates : their 
intrigues and artifices to fupplant each other. The 
parliament of Paris publifiies an arret. The zeal 
of its members for the honour of the crown. The 
truce. The great wifdom and ability of Henry in» 
profiting of the diffenfions among the chiefs of the 
league Conduct of Villeroi and Jeannin. Rofny 
gives the King very prudent advice* The fiege of 
Dreux ; taken by R.ofny's means. Henry removes 
all obRacles to his convcrfion. Particulars relating 
to his abjuration. 

SUMMARY of BOOK VI. 

Memoirs from 1 593 to 1594. Conduct of Henry 
with regard to the Pope, Spain, the league, and the 

Huguenots, 
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Huguenots,', after his abjuration. Another truce. 
Artifices of Spain. Barriere’s attempt upon the 
life of Henry. The Jefuits accufetl and cleared of 
this crime, llofny begins a negotiation with admi¬ 
ral Villars, to difengage him from the party of the 
league. Fefcamp furpriied by a very extraordinary 
method. A difpute raifed. about this fort. Several 
cities furrender to Henry. Piofny’s journey toPiouen: 
a detail of his negotiations with Villars The cha¬ 
racter of that governor, hofny is employed by 
Henry to efFeft a reconciliation betwixt the Duke of 
Montpenfier and the Count of SoiTons, and to break 
off the marriage of the latter with the Princefs Ca¬ 
tharine. He vifrts the Duchefs of Aumale at Anet. 
A farther account of his negotiations with Villars, 
Medavy, and othcis. The treaty with Villars, after 
many obfracles, concluded. Henry is received into 
Paris. Circumitances relating to this reduction. Se¬ 
veral inftances of the generolity and clemency of this 
prince. An accommodation with Vilieroi. Rofny’s 
third journey to llouen. Villars fends away the de¬ 
puties of Spain and the league. The ceremony with 
which Piouen was furrendered to the King. The 
conditions upon which Rofny confents to receive any 
gratuities. V iliars comes to court. An inftance of 
Henry’s generolity. Lyons fubmits to the King, not- 
withflanding the endeavours of the Duke de Ne¬ 
mours to the contrary. Poitiers, Cambray, and other 
cities do the fame. The taking of La-Capclle by the 
Spaniards. The fiege of Laon commences. The af¬ 
fairs which oblige R.ofny to return to Paris : his con- 
verfation with the Cardinal of Bourbon : he fupports 
the Jefuits in their procefs with the univerfity and 
curates of Paris: he returns to the fiege of Laon. A 
farther account of the fege. Henry’s indefatigable 
labours there. A great convoy of Spaniards defeat¬ 
ed by Biron. Rofny prefect at this rencounter. The 
King tlifpleafed with Biron. The Spaniards endea¬ 
vour in vain to throw ftipplies into Laon. 
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BOOK I. 


f" J ^HE court of Charles IX. flattered itfeN 
that the calamities which had happened 
to the Reformed under the preceding 
reigns, would finally compel them either 
to fubmit to the will of the King, or to abandon 
the kingdom. The death of the Prince of Conde 
their chief, the lofs of two great battlesf, the utter 
difperiion of their loldiers, and the final! likelihood 
of ever being able to reinfpire with vigour the fee¬ 
ble remains of troops difpirited by a long leries of 
ill fucccfs, all confpired to make the court believe, 
that their ruin was now become unavoidable J. But 

* Lewis I. brother of Anthony King of Navarre, and fon of 
Charles of Bourbon, Duke of Vendome. He was taken prifoner ac 
the battle of Jarn^c in the 1569, and murdered by a piftol (hot in the 
back part of hi' head, by the Baron de Montefquieu. The Duke if 
Anjou was accufcd of having ordered this gentleman to aHalfinate the 
Prince of Conde. 

■f - famac and Moncontour. 

t reader mull always remember, that the anchor of thefe Me¬ 
moirs was a Protcliant. 
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a courage fuperior to all events, fupported them 
in circumftances fo deprefling. They recollected 
their foldiers, who were difperfed all over the pro¬ 
vinces ; and they began again to draw near to Bur¬ 
gundy, Bourbon, and Berry. La Charite was ap¬ 
pointed for the place of their general rendezvous; 
Vezelai, and fome other towns in that neighbour¬ 
hood, were Aill in their interefts. They had even 
the boldnefs to promife themfelves, they Ihould 
fpread the alarm as far as Paris, as foon as they 
received a confiderable fupply of horfe and foot, 
which they were made to expect from Germany. 

The notice of this gave a good deal of inquie¬ 
tude to the Queen-mother, Catherine de Medicis. 
She imagined, however, that it would be eafv to 
hinder this junction, and afterwards to difperje 
troops which flic believed to be already under con- 
fternation. For this purpofe flie ordered a mighty 
army to be put in motion. Strozzy, La Chatre, 
Tavannes *, La Valette, and all the general officers 
in France, were deflrous of ferving in it; and the 
Marechal de Cofse, who was to have the com¬ 
mand, was intoxicated with the glory he fliould 
acquire, by exterminating even to the very laft 
Huguenot foldier, and bringing the chiefs of the 
party bound hand and foot to the Queen-mother. 
He very foon altered his fentiments. The Prote- 
itant army received him with intrepidity; they 
were always the flrfc to oiler the battle; in the lid r- 

* TVvannes, a marechal of France, had been page to Francis I. 
and was at that time one of the counfellors and confidents of Cithc- 
lii.e de MedLis. c ‘ In the night of St. Bartholomew,” fays the au¬ 
thor of the Henriade, u he ran through the (Ireets of Paris, c»ying 4 
“ Let blood; let blood; bleeding is as good in the month of Auguft 
“ as in May. ILs fun, who has written his nv moirs, rthtes, that 
** his fa’.hcr, when on his deathbed, made a general confelTion of the 
41 fins of his life : after which his confclTor faying to him, with an 
tc air of aituni foment, Why ! you fpeak not a word of St. Bartholo- 
li mew. i look upon that,” replied the Marefirhal, “ as a meritorious 
4 * afbon, which cu«lit to atone fur all th; fins I have ever commit- 

miflies, 
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mifhes, which were frequent, the advantage was 
wholly on their fide ; and they even obtained a 
fort of victory at the encounter of Arnai-le-duc *. 
So much obftinacy convinced the Queen-mother, 
that to fubdue the Proteftant party, lhe muft have 
recourfe to other meafures than war. Treachery 
appeared to her the fureft method ; and, in order 
to have time to concert it, fhe liftenedfo favourably 
to propofals of an accommodation, that a peace 
was concluded when it was leaf: expected, and upon 
conditions perfectly advantageous for the Hugue¬ 
nots. This was the peace of 1570 f. After which, 
during the fpace of two years, each party tafteel 
the fweets of arepofe, that had been equally defi- 
red by both. 

My father J retired to his houfe of Rofny, and 

* It was thought, that the Marechal de Cofse would beat the Hu¬ 
guenot army, or at Jeaft prevent its approaching Paris. He did nei¬ 
ther ; on the contrary, he was obliged to retreat after a very bride 
encounter, and from thenceforward contented himfelf with watching 
the motions of the enemy. In this fight the Calvinifts were com¬ 
manded by the Prince of Navarre, and the prince of Conde, hiscou- 
fin german, the o- e fixteen, the other feventeen years of age, and 
by the Admiral dc Colignv. (Matthieu, vol, i. book 5. p. 317. re¬ 
lates thefc words of Henry IV. after he had mounted the throne. 
Speaking of this encounter of Arnai-le-anc ; “ My firft exploits in 
“ arms,” faid this piince , <( were at Rene-le-duc, where the queftion 
“ was, Whether I (hould fight or retire ? I had no retreat nearer 
ft than forty miles; and if I ftaid, I Ihould be at the dilcretion of 
ft the peafants. By fighting, I ran the risk of being taken or fiain ; 
<{ for I had no artillery, and the King’s forces had. A cavalier was 
tl killed within ten paces of me by a fhot from a culverin, Re- 
“ commending the fucctfs of tuat day to Go I, he made it favour-* 
<c able and happy.” In this fame year the Huguenots ga : ned the 
battle of Lujon, and took Marennes, the ifle of Oleron, Brouage. 
Xaintes, 8 t c. 

•f- By this treaty of peace, they were put in pofiefiion of many pri¬ 
vileges of which they had been deprived. The number of their 
churches was augmented, aud four cities were given them for fecuri- 
ty, viz. 1 a Rochelle, Mountauban, Cognac, and La Charite, This 
peace, which was figned Aug. 11. was called u the lame and ill- 
“ founded peace,” becaufe it was concluded, in name of the King, 
by Biron, who was lame, and by N. de Mefmes, Lord of Mallafiiefc, 
which in French fignifies ill funded. 

| Francis de Bethune, Baron de Rofny, who died in 1575. 

A 2 employed 
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employed himfelf in fettling his domeftic affairs. As 
it is the hiftory of my own life, jointly with that of 
the prince whom I ferved, that is to make the fub* 
je<fl of thefe memoirs, 1 ought to give fome account 
of my family and perfon. While in this I indulge 
the curiofity of the public, I beg it would be belie¬ 
ved, that 1 do it without any vanity or affectation. 
It is the obligation I am under to adhere ftridtly to 
truth, that induces me to relate every thing that 
will appear advantageous to me in this place, or.in 
the progrefs of my memoirs. 

Maximilian is mv Chriftian name, and Bethune 
that of my family, which derives its origin, by the 
houfe of Coucy, from the ancient houfeof Auftria, 
which is diftinct from the prefent houfe of Auftria 
that is in pofteffion of theempireof Germany, and 
the two bpains. This laft is defeended only from 
the Counts of Habfburg and Quiburg, private gen¬ 
tlemen, who three hundred years ago were in the 
pay of the cities of Strafburg, Baftl, and Zurich, 
and would have counted it their high honour to 
have been (rewards to fuch a prince as the King of 
France; fince Raoul, chief of this fecond houfe of 
Auftria, was in a limilar office under Ottocar King 
of Bohemia. But it is from the fon of this liaoul 
that the new ftock of Auftria properly begins, for 
he took the name of Auftria inftead of his own. 

The houfe of Bethune (which has given its name 
to a city of Flanders, and from whence iftued the 
counts that anciently governed that province) boafts 
of one Robert de Bethune, patron * of the church 
of Arras, whofe father and grandfather, bearing 
alfo the name of Robert, were declared protectors 
of the province of Artois. One of thefe two Ro¬ 
berts de Bethune, fignalized himfelf in France, by 
the taking of La Roche-vandais, a place offtrength 


* The title of patron of the church was then fo noble, that many 
/utereigns thought it an honour to be diftinguiihtd by it. 
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upon the confines of Auvergne, whither the rebel 
Emerigot Marcel had retired ; and the other in the 
wars of Sicily, by killing, with his own hand, the 
tyrant Mainfroy, in prefence of the two armies. 
In reward of which fervice, Charles of Anjou, the 
rival of Mainfroy, very juftly gave him his daughter 
Catherine in marriage. They mention a fourth 
Robert de Bethune, who gained a fea* fight over the 
infidels in the Mediterranean. In the church, a 
James de Bethune, Bifhop of Cambray, at the time 
of the croifade of the Albigeois ; and a John de Be¬ 
thune, Abbot of Anchin near Valenciennes, who 
died in the year 1250, with the character of fanc- 
tity, and whofe relics are revered as thofe of a mar¬ 
tyr. The hiftory of the croilades has taken notice 
of thofe of the family who diftinguifhed themfelves 
at the taking of Jerufiilem, by being the firft that- 
mounted the breach. Antony and Coefne de Be¬ 
thune, treading the fteps of their anceftors, were 
alfo the firft who mounted the ftandard upon the 
walls of Conftantinople, when Baldwin. Count of 
Flanders, carried this capital from Alexis Comne¬ 
nas ; and Coefne obtained the government of it. 

Whoever has ftich domeftic examples as thefe, 
cannot recal them too often to his mind, to ani¬ 
mate himfelf to follow them. Happy, if, during 
the courfe of my life, I have been able to demean 
myfelf in fuch a manner, that fo- many illuftrious 
men need not difdain to acknowledge me, and that 
I need not myfelf blufli at being defeended front 
them. 

In progrefs of time the houfe of Bethune increa- 
fed yet more in eminence. It allied itfelf with al- 
moft all the fovereign houfes in Europe; it entered 
into that of Auftria ; and to conclude with what 
does it infinitely more honour, the auguft houfe of 
Bourbon did not contemn its alliance. 

But I ought alfo to acknowledge, that the branch 
from which I am defeended, had then loft much of 

its 
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irs primitive fplendor. This branch is the iffue of 
a younger brother, and the leaft fubftantial of all 
thofewho have borne this name. The eldeft branch 
having three times fallen into the female line, all 
the great eftates it poftefted in different parts of 
Europe, did not go to the collateral branches, but 
went with the daughters to the royal houfes they 
married into. 

My particular anceftors, by marrying advanta- 
geoufly, did not fail to relfore to their branch what 
was wanting to enable it to fupport the name with 
dignity : but all thefe riches were almoft entirely 
dillipated by the bad management and prodigality 
of my grandfather, who left nothing to his fon, 
who is my father, but the eftate of Anne de Melun 
his wife, of which it was not in his power to deprive 
him. 

As to my perfonal concerns : at the time which 
I fpeak of, I entered into my eleventh year, being 
born the 13th of December 1560. Although I 
was only the fecond of four male* children that my 
father had, yet the natural indifpoiitions of my 
eldeft brother made my father look upon me as him 
who muft be head of his family; and all the marks 
of a ftrong complexion argued with him ftill more 
in my favour. Mv parents bred me in the opinions 
and doctrines of the reformed, and I have conti¬ 
nued conftantly in the profeffion of them : neither 
threats, promifes, diverfity of events, not even the 
change of-the King my protestor, joined to his moft 
tender folicitations, have ever been able to make 
me renounce them. 

Henry King of Navarre *, who will have the 

principal 


* The houfe of Bourbon, (fays Voltaire, in his eBay cn the civil 
\Nars)> trom Lewis IX. to Henry IV. had been almoifc always ne- 
gle&ed j and was reduced to fuch poverty, that the famous Prince of 
Conde, brother to Antony King of Navarre, and uncle to Henry the 
Circa-, had no more than 6co livrcs a-year fur his patrimony. Hut 

Ma'.thicu 
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principal (hare in thefe memoirs, was feven years 
older than I 3 and when the peace of 1570 was con¬ 
cluded, entered into his eighteenth year *. A ge¬ 
nerous, open, and engaging countenance ; an eafv, 
blithe, and fprightly manner: and a lingular ad- 
drefs in all the excrcifes peculiar to his age, incli¬ 
ned all hearts to fide with him. He. began early f to 
give indications of the great talents for war, which 
have fo highly diftinguilhed him among other prin¬ 
ces. Vigorous and indefatigable, (thanks to the edu- 


Matihieu (Hift. of Hen. IV. vo). 2. p. i. & 2.) tells us, that the houfs 
of Bourbon was then in pofltffi n of a revenue of more ts.an Sco 000 
livres a year in lands only, which was'at that time thought a very 
simple fortune. It is certain, that this w.-s aii it puff fled of rhe an¬ 
cient eftate of Bourbon, or even of the houfe or Mnnc de, the ma¬ 
ternal flock j the eOates of thefe two houfes, which came by very o- 
puSent-and iHsfirious alliances, being alienated to puichafe the vjf- 
cottnty of Narbonne. See Cayel’s new chron. vol. 1. book 1. p. 237. 

* He was born at Pau in Bearn, Dec. 13. 1553. Perefixe rehtes 
fume very curious particulars concerning his birth. Henry d’Aioret, 
his grandfather, made his daughter promife to fang a fong to him 
wh.le fhe was in hb< ur; in older, faid he, that 5011 may bring me a 
child that will neither weep nor make wry faces. The princefs pro- 
mifed, and had fo much courage as, in the midft of her pains, tt> 
keep her word ; and fang a long in Bearnois, her own country lan¬ 
guage, as foon as (he heard her father entered her chamber. The 
child came into the world without weeping or crying. His grand- 
lather carried him to his own apartment; rubbed his little lips with 
a clove of garlick, and made rim fuck a drop of wine out of a gold 
cup, in otder to render his conftitution flrong and vigorous. Pe re five,, 
p. 1. Cayet, vol. 1. book 1. p. 24x. 

*f This young prince, when only thirteen years of age, Ind julge- 
men o djfrern the faults of the Prince of Conde, and the Almtral 
de Coligny. He was of opinion, and with great juflicc, thar, at the 
great fki'mifh at X^oudoun, if the Duke of Anjou had had troops in 
readintfs to attack them, he would have done it: that he did d-» 
it, but chnf to retire, was an evidence of his bad conuitior, a.ul 
then-tore t ley fhould have attacked him; but this they neglected, 
and fo gave lime f»r all h:s troops to join him. At the battle or Jar- 
nnc, he rep.ef-nted to them ?s juJicioufly,‘thet they had not a fa¬ 
vourable opportunity for fighting, hecaufe toe forces of the princes 
were fcattered, and rhofe or the Duke of Anjou all joined: but the/ 
were too far engaged to retire At the bat le of JVIoucontour, when 
he was but fixteen years of age, he cried but, We lofe our advantage, 
and confequcntiy the battle. Percf. ibid. 


cation 
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c.uion of his infancy *), labour was his element, and 
he feemed to wait with impatience for occafions of 


* lie was brought up in the cadis of Coarafie in Bearn, fituated 
amidd rocks and mountains. Henry d’Albret would have him clo¬ 
thed and red like other children in that country, and even accuftom. 
ed to run up and down the rocks. It is faid, that his ordinary food 
was brown bread, beef, cheefe, and garlick ; and that he was often 
m sde to walk barefoot and bare-headed. Peref. ib. 

V/nile he was in the craddle, he was cahed Prince of T'iane, A 
little time after, they gave him the title of D ike of Beaumont, and af¬ 
terwards that of Prince of Navarre, The Qu :en of Navarre, his mo¬ 
ther, t*>.»k great care of his education, and afligneJ him for his pre¬ 
ceptor La G-uzherie, a learned man, but a great Calvinifh 

Having while yet a child been presented to Ilenry II. the King 
afke I him, if he would be his Ton. He is my father, replied the lit¬ 
tle Prir.cc, pointing to the King of Navarre. Well, faid the King, 
will you Ivj rny fon-in-law then? Oh, with all my he*rt, anfwered 
the Prince. From that time his marriage with the Princefs Margaret 

was fe tied. -At Bayonne, the Duke de Medina, looking earneftly 

at him, laid, This Prince either will, or ought to be an Emperor* 
C.ivet, vdl. i. book i. p. 240. 

We find in the memoirs of Never?, fomc letters written, in 
1567, by the principal magiftrates of Bolirdeaux, that contain feve- 
tal very inrerefting particulars concerning the perfon of young Henry. 
* c We have here the Prince of Bearn. It mud be confeffed, that he 
t{ is a pretty youth. At the age of thirteen, he has all the qualities 
tl of one of eighteen or nineteen. He is agreeable, pnlite, and en- 
s< gaging. He converfe? with every body w ith an air lo eafy, that he 
“ occafions a croud to all'mble where-ever he is. He enters into a 
“ converfation like an accomplished gentleman, fpeaks always to the 
“ puroofe ; and, when the court happens to be the fuhje&of difeourfe, 
“ it is eafy to fee that he is perfe&ly well acquainted with it, and 
“ never f.tys more nor lei's than he ought, in whatever place he is. 
<c 1 Hull ail my life hate the new religion for having robbed us of f> 
worthy afubiebt.*' And another, “ Though his hair be a little 
red, the ladies do not think him the lefs agreeable for that. His 
i: f.ice is firc’y fhaped, his nofe neither too large nor too fmall; his 
eyes full of fweetnefs, his {kin brown, but very clear; and his 
i( wm )e m>en anim 1 ted with an uncommon vivacity j fo that if he 
is 00: well with the ladies, lie is very unfortunate. ” Again, <c He 
“ loves dherfion and good cheer. When he wants money, he has 
ihc addrefs to procure it, and that in a manner quite new, and e- 
nually agreeable to himfelf as to others, viz. To thofe, whether 
*•' run cr women, whom he believes his fiicnds, he fends a promif- 
«ory irte, writ'en and figned by himfelf, and prays them to fend 
il him b.ck the tio;c, or. the funi contained in it. Judge, if there 
<f be a heufe that can refuie him. It is accounted an honour to hava 
“ a rote trom this prince, &C.” vol. 2. p. 5S6, 

I acquiring 
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acquiring glory. The crown of France not being as 
yet an objeft upon which his deiires could be intent, 
lie loved to entertain himfelf with fchemcs of reco¬ 
vering that of Navarre, which Spain had fo unjuft- 
ly ufurped upon his houfe ; and he reckoned he 
fhould be able to accomplifli this end, by entertain¬ 
ing fecret intelligence with the Moors in Spain *. 
The enmity he bore to this power, was manifeft ; 
it was born with him, and he was never at any pains 
to conceal it. He felt his courage heated at the 
relation of the battle of Lepanto f, which was 
fought at this time, fo intenfely, that a fimilar op¬ 
portunity of fignalizing himfelf agmnft the infidels, 
became one of his molt ardent wifhes. The vaft 
and flattering hopes which the diviners agreed in 
making him conceive, were almoft always prefent 
to his mind. He faw the foundation of them in 
that affection which Charles IX. early entertained 
for him. and which confiderably increafed a fhort 
time before his death : but as full as he was of 
thefe happy prefiges, he laboured to fecond them 
only in fecret, and never difclofed his thoughts to 
any perfon but a fmali number of intimate confi¬ 
dents. 

In order to form a juft idea, either of the gene¬ 
ral {fate of affairs in the government of France, or 
of thofe of the young Prince of Navarre in parti¬ 
cular, and what he might have to hope or fear in 
the times of which we are fpeaking, it is ncceffary 
iuccinffly to relate the different fteps taken by the 
zniniilrv, boih before and after the death of the 

4 . f 


* My ewe, Did Henry d’Albret, lias brought forth a lion. He 
a ’ded irom a fecret prefage, u at the'child w uld revenge him on 
Spain for the injuries flie had done him. Percf. ib. 


“t Gained this year over the Turks by Don John of Anftria, natu¬ 
ral foi to Charles V. ar.d generalilftmo of the Spanilh and Vene.iau 
troops. 
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King of Navarre his father (lain before Rouen. 
I fhall go back, therefore, to the rupture that 
kindled the war between Henry II. and Philip II. 
King of Spain. By which fide foever it was occa- 
fioned, the event was not fo favourable to France, 
as it was convenient for the views of the two men 
who had counfelled it. Thefc were the Conftable 
de Montmorency, and the Duke de Guife, who 
hoped thefe troubles would furnifh the means of 
reciprocally fupplanting each other. In this war 
there was fufficient employment for both the two. 
r lhe Duke of Guife, at the' head of a ftrong army, 
pa{Ted into Italy, where he performed nothing 
worthy his reputation. But the Confiable did a 
great deal worfe. The moil fhining employment, 
which was the command of the army in Flanders, 
he relerved for himfelf, and loft St. Quentin, with 
the battle of that name, where he was t^ken pri¬ 
soner himfelf. This defeat was followed by that of 
Marihal Thermes at Gravelines. 

The Duke of Guife faw all hiswifhes compleated 
by thefe unfortunate events. He was recalled from 
Italy to put himfelf fingly at the head of the coun¬ 
cil and armies, with which he made an acquifition 
of Calais to France. The Conftable in his prifon 
felt exquifitely this blow ; and to get oft 7 to d fend 
his rights at any rate, he treated of a peace with 
Spun. It was not indeed honourable for the King 
his matter, but it releafed him from captivity. He 

* Antony de Bourbon, huthjnd of Jane d'Albvet Queen of Navarre. 
He turned Catholic. M. de Thou r. ia es an areidote of him, 
which vwe full g.ve in t .t* words of the author of tl e Hcr.riade. 
Fra- <is Gn-ie, \ y- he, dsfigned to aflafiinr.tc him in the chamber 
of Francis II. Antony of N vsr.e had a great deal of Cill.a-e, tho* 
his judgement was weak. lie '\as inf mud of ill.** plot, yet’went 
yefolutsly in f o the chamber whete it was to be ex ctred. If they 
murder me, 'aid he to Kc-jufv, o-e of his gentlemen, take rny 
Uo dy fbir , and carry it to ray wife and fon. They will learn from 
my blood what they ougV to do to revenge roe. Francis II. durft 
not flam Ivmfelf with »hr erme; ?nd the Duke d*- Guild, at leaving 
hi: chamber, cried o-ur, What a poor King have w«? 

loft 
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loft every thing in the perfon of Henry II who was 
Haiti * amidft the pomp of the marriage of his daugh¬ 
ter with the King of Spain, which was the feal of the 
peace. Francis II. wlu> fucceeded him, was young, 
weak, and infirm; and, as he had married the niece 
of the Duke of Guile f, that nobleman came in his 
rurn iingly to direct the King and the kingdom. 
The Proteftants could not have fallen into the hands 
of a more cruel enemy. He was bulied in forming 
vaft projects, and meditating the ftrangeft cata- 
ftrophes in France, when he himfelf did partake in 
the viciflitudes of fortune. Francis II failed him ; 
a difeafe of the ear £ having put an end to the days 
of this prince* in a manner abundantly ludden. 
The reign of Charles IX his brother yet an infant, 
was lingular in this, that the authority feemed to 
be equally divided amongft the Queen-mother, the 
princes of the blood, the Guifes, and the Conftable ; 
inafmuch as each of them fecretly headed a fepa- 
rate party The good deftiny of the Duke of Guife 
placed hifn a lecond time at the head of affairs, by 
the union that Catherine made with him. Upon 
tins union (lie even founded the principal part of 
her politics ; and it is pretended the hatred ihe be¬ 
gan to fliow towards the princes of Bourbon, had 
a great lhare in it. This averlion a role from her 
having taken it into her head, upon the faith of an 
aftrologer, that none of the princes her Ions fhould 
have ifliie; upon which fuppolition the crown muff 
pafs to a branch of the lioufe of Bourbon, bhe 
could not refohe to fee it go out of her family, and 
[therefore] deftinrd it to the pofterity of her daugh¬ 
ter, who was married to the Duke of Lorrain. 

* Struck in the eye wi'h the fp'inter of a lance in a tournament, 
where he ran againfl the Count ue Monromrry, July io. 1559. 

•f Mary Suutt, Queen of Scotland, daughter of jam s V King 
of Scotland, ai d of Maiy of Lorrai ■, ofth.- houfe of Guife. 

X The abfeefstbar he had in 0 is part turn ng to a mortification, 
he died Dec 5. 1560. No more was nectfhry to raife a fufpicion of 
his having been p-Jfoncd, 
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Whatever there may be in this predile&ion of 
the Queen'-mother *, it is certain it gave birth to 
two pvirties in politics as well as religion, which 
began from that moment to fill the kingdom with 
confufion, horror, and the moft frightful calami¬ 
ties. 

This terrible ftorm would feem as if it had ga¬ 
thered to break precifely upon the head of the young 
Prince of Navarre. The King of Navarre, his fa¬ 
ther, was juft then dead f. His death, indeed, 
left a prince and a king to be head of the reform¬ 
ed religion in France: but this prince was a child 
of feven years of age, expofed to all the attacks of 
the new council, who afted in concert with the 
Pope, the Emperor, the King of Spain, and all 
the Catholics of Europe In effect, this party ex¬ 
perienced the moft cruel reverfes ; yet, by the wife 
conduct of its chiefs, and the forward talents of 
young Henry, it fupported itfelf with glory till the 
peace of 1570, at which period tliefe Memoirs com¬ 
mence. 

Prince Henry made ufe of the quiet that was gi¬ 
ven him, to vifit his eftates, and his government of 
Guyenne : after which he came to fettle in Rochelle, 
with the Queen of Navarre his mother, the Admi¬ 
ral de Coligny J, and the principal chiefs of the 


* M. l’Abbe le Lihcureur, in hi? additions to the Memoirs of 
Caftlenau, afiigns another reafon for Catherine’s hatred to the King 
of Nava re. He allures us, he had read in fume memoirs, that this 
pri.'ice and the Duke d’Alenjon being prifoners together, they conipi- 
red to ftrangle the Queen-mo*her, with their own hanis, when fhe 
came into their chamber. This refolution was not executed through, 
the horror they themfelves felt at the faff$ and the King of Navarre 
afterwards but ill concealing the fecret, Catherine de Medicis was 
the laid degree irritated againft him. 

■f The author is mifbken in placing the deith of An r ony King of 
Navarre in 1560 : it did not happen till 2562. by a wound which hr 
received at the fiegc of Rouen See his character and elogium in 
the memoirs of Brantome, vol. 3 p. 242. 

1 Ga'pard de Coligny, Lord of Cnatillon fur Loing, Admiral of 
France, 

Proteftan: 
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Protedant p.irty ; to whom this important city, far 
didant from the court, leaned molt advantageous 
for the intereft of their religion. This was a mod: 
wife refolution, had they only known to have fol¬ 
lowed it out. 

Queen Catherine diffembled the trouble this con™ 
duft gave her, and, during the whole year 1571, 
fpoke only of faithfully obferving the treaties, of 
entering into a clofer correfpondence with the Pro- 
tedants, and carefully preventing every caufe that 
might rekindle the war This was the pretext of 
the Marechal de Code’s deputation, whom fhe fent 
to Ptochelle with Malafdze and La Proutiere, ma¬ 
ilers of requefts, her creatures and confidents ; but 
the true motive was, to obferve all the proceedings 
of the Calvinids, to found their inclinations, and 
draw them infendbly to fuchan entire confidence in 
her, as was abfplutely necedary to her deligns. She 
neglected nothing on her part of all that was capa¬ 
ble to infpire it into them 'Fhe Marechal de Mont¬ 
morency was fent to Rouen with the Preddent de 
Morfan, to do judice there for the outrages com¬ 
mitted againd the Huguenots ; the infringements of 
the treaty of pjace were feverely punilhed; and 
King Charles itfuallv called it his treaty, and his 
peace. This prince would on all occafions artfully 
indnuate, that he confenttd to this peace, in order 
to fupport the princes of his blood againd the too 
great authority of the Guifes, whom he accufed of 
confpiring with Spain to embroil the kingdom*. 


* Charles IX. naturally bated the Duke of GuTe. He was fodif* 
gufted at his havirg demanded the Ptincefs Margaret his filler in 
marriage, that ont day talking on this fubbje£l to the Grand Prior of 
France, natural on ot Henry II. he fill, flowing him two fwords, 
“ Of thefe two fwords, that thou feefl, there is o::e to kill thee, if 
t( to-morrow at the rhace thou doO: not kill the Duke of Guife with 
“ the oth r.” Thefe words were afterwards rep»a cd to the Duke cf 
Gu:fe, wiio quitted hi' puifuir. IVla th. b.>ok 6, p. The Dms 

hiftorian adds, lhatChailrs IX. puifu \ h 1 D ke i Guif. one day 
with a javelin in his hand, which he fhtkl: forcibly into a do^r, juft 

it 
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Thefe noblemen feemed daily to decreafe in favour; 
and their complaints, whether true or fulfe, gave 
all imaginable colour to this report. Charles did 
not even make the leaf! difficulty of advancing as 
far as Blois and Bourgeuil, to confer with the Re¬ 
formed, who for their deputies had named 'Pelig- 
oy *, fon-in-Iaw to the Admiral, Briquemaut, 
Beanvais-la-Nocle, and Cavagne ; and thefe four 
deputies, going afterwards to Paris, were there 
loaded with prefents and civilities. 

The Marechai de Cofse did not fail to make the 
moft of thefe appearances of fmcerity. After he 
had by thefe means infinuated himfelf, he began to 
entertain rheQneenof Navarre more ferioufly, with 
the project of a marriage between the Prince her 
fon and the Princefs Margaret, lifter to the King of 
Trance : he was commiffioned by Charles to pro- 
mife a portion of 400,000 crowns. For the Prince 
of Conde, he propofed the third lieirefs of Cleves, 
a very confiderable match: and the Countefs 
d’Entremont for the Admiral de Coligny. As they 
well forefaw, that he would be more obftinate to 
their perfuafions than all the others befides, there¬ 
fore the Marechai de Cofse annexed to this laft ar¬ 
ticle of marriages, a prefent of ico coo crowns, 
which the King engaged to give the Admiral, to¬ 
gether with a grant of all the bene fees which hi* 
brother the Cardinal had enjoyed j~. The Mare¬ 
chai 


at the time the Duke came out of it, for having at play, touched 
him with a file. I bid. p. 776. 

* He had a face fo f.vrei an I graceful, tint at the mafiacre of 
St. liar hoi- mew, th. fc v%ho were lirft fen* to aftafilnate him, ftopt, 
as in fufp<?tHe, and had n- t resolution enough to flrikc the blow. 

4 OJet dc Chaflillon, Cudinvd Bifiit p of Bauv.US, Abbot of St. 
Benoit fur Loire. £:c. He was made a cardinal at (ixteen years of 
ae*; ami though he was deg-a eJ from tvs dignity by Pope Pius IV. 
he was publicly matried, in tl*e habit of a cardinal, to KlKaherh de 
lfau»evtile, a lady of Normandy, to w .cm he gave the :i;le of Coi-nt- 
tfft f VauzHzi:, and as fuch file took rank at the puolic cerenv'mes. 
In J564, he v.as a:raist»cd fu* high t:e-fon before the parliament nf 
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chal de Biron came to confirm thefe fhining offers, 
and finally gained the Queen of Navarre, by making 
a feigned confidence to her of the fufpicions enter¬ 
tained at court that Philip II. King of Spain had 
poifoned the Queen his wife, Flifabeth of France *, 
falfely accufed of an intrigue with the Infant Don 
Carlos f. He told her father, under an injunftion 
of lecrecy, that the court being refolved to revenge 
this injury, would carry the war into Flanders and 
Artois, the reflitution of which would be demand¬ 
ed from the King of Spain, as being ancient fiefs 
of the crown, as well as that of Navarre ; and that 
they would begin with fuccouring Mons, which the 
Prince of Orange % had juft taken from the Spa¬ 
niards. 

And for the finifhing Broke, he added, that the 
King had an eye upon the Admiral for conducing 
his army, with the title of Viceroy of the Low 
Countries : and he was actually, at that inftant, per¬ 
mitted to nominate the general officers that were to 
ferve under him, as a little before they had left it 
to him to nominate the commiffioners of the peace, 
The report of this expedition into the Low Coun- 


Paris. He died in the beginning of 1571, at Southampton in Eng¬ 
land, whither he had been fent, during the war, to fupport the in- 
terefts of the Calvinifts with Q. E'ifabe^h : and after the peace, he 
was employed by the King to treat of a marriage between that prin- 
cefs and the Duke of Aienjm. It is certain, though D’Aubignc 
takes no notice of it, that his valet de chambre poifoned him with an 
apple, as he was prepihng to return to France, whether he was re¬ 
called by the Admiral his brother. De Thou, lib. 50. - D’Au~ 

bigne adds, that the Admiral was in reality put into pofTeffion of great 
part of thefe benefices, and enjoyed them ail for one year 5 and that 
Charles IX. gave him alfo ico.ooo francs, to purchjfe furniture for 
his houfe of Chaftillon. D'Aubigr.e, v< I. 2. bo k 1. chap, I. 

* Eldeft daughter of Henry II. and Catherine de Meditis. Mull 
of our French hillmans are of this opinion. The Spaniards attri¬ 
bute herdeath to bleeding, and medicines, that the phyficutns, not 
knowing rhat fhe was with child, made her take. She died a little 
timeafer, in 1658. 

D^n Carl.-s, Prince of Spain, whom Philip II. his father alfo 
put to a violent death. 

% William of Nriflau, Prince of Orange. 
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tries fpread fo far, that it is certain, the Grand Seig¬ 
nior offered the King of France his galleys and 
troops to make a diversion,and to facilitate thecon- 
queft. With regard to the Queen of England, no¬ 
thing was omitted that ought to have been done on 
this occafion. Montmorency was lent ambaffador 
thither, with inftruCtions to ufe every method by 
which he might gain this princefs, and difpofe her 
to chule one of the King’s brothers for a hufband: 
A marriage which, they laid, would alike itrength- 
en the union of the two religions, and the two 
powers. 

This proceeding, fo full of Teeming franknefs, 
ought to have been fufpeCtedby its being overacted; 
yet it havl the dtfigned effect ; and the difcourfe of 
the courtiers did not a little contribute towards it. 
The delire of breathing the air of a court devoted, 
to pleafure and of enjoying the honours that were 
prepared for them, conduced more than any thing 
tn remove their fcruples. Beauvais, Bourfaut, and 
Francourt, were the firfl who ftiffered themfelves 
to be perfuaded ; and they afterwards made it, in 
fome fort, a point of honour, to perfuade others. 
Some hints of a journey to Paris had been already 
thrown out; thele three perfons ftrongly fupported 
that delign, and reprefented to the Queen of Na¬ 
varre, that if lhe refufed to go upon this occalion, 
ihe would not only give offence to the King, but 
might alfo lofe the fruit of the moll favourable of 
all conjunctures. She was at firft diftruftful : lhe 
balanced fome months, and fubmitted about the end 
of 1571. In the beginning of 1572, preparations 
were made for the journey, and the time of depar¬ 
ture was at lad actually fettled for the month of 
May following. 

The Huguenots, one would imagine, had affect¬ 
ed to clofe their eyes, that they might not fee a 
thou (and circumftances, that ought to have made 
die fmcerity of fo .many groat promifes Jufpected. 

2- . The 
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The King and Queen could not diffemble fo effec* 
tually, as never to lie open to penetration. It was 
known, that Charles had one dayfaid to Catherine, 
Do I not play my cue well ?” To which fhe 
anfwered, “ admirably, my Ton ; but you muff 
“ hold out to the end.” Something alfo had tran¬ 
spired, relating to the refultof the conferences held 
at Bayonne*, between the courts of France and 
Spain. The King of Navarre had been very ill re 
ceived in his government of Guyenne : Bourdeaux 
had fhut its gates againfthim ; and the Marquis de 
Villars, who commanded the Royal army there, 
would neither withdraw his troops, nor allow them 
to receive orders from the Prince. In Rochelle, 
they were not ignorant that the King had atftually 
a naval force over all that coaft, which they Sup- 
poled to be deftined for Holland. The citizens 
had moreover difcovei ed the artifices which Strozzy, 
La* Garde, Lanfac, and Landerau, had made ufe 
of to gain the cuftody of their gates, and to Seize 
their city. In tine, while they made a merit of 
their exaffnefs in maintaining the treaty of peace 
in its fulleSt extent, it was but too eafy to difeern 
an infinitude of outrages done the Reformed, which 
the court had either amhorifed or tolerated. The 
Chancellor de l’Kopital, lor offering to execute 
juflice upon the aggreffors at Rouen, Dieppe, O- 

* In 1564, the Queen-mother, after having traverfed a great part 
or the kingdom, advanced to Bavon. e, wheie the had many private 
conferences with the D ice d’Albe, who had accompanied the Quren 
of Spain thither Thtrie wete appearances fufficient to induce a be¬ 
lief that thefe conferences related to <\n alliance between the Pope, 
France, and the houfc of Auflria, and the means by which they 
fhould extirpate the Protefiant party But there is no certainty, that 
the defign of 'he tnafhtre of St. Bartholomew, which was not pun 
in execution till (even years i.fter, was toimed there. Matihieu tells 
us, ’hat the Prince of Navarre being then a child, and almoft conti¬ 
nually v\ i t h Catherine de Mcd.cis, heard fomething of the plot to 
exictmina’e the chiefs of the Prcttftant party j that he gave notice 
of it to the Queen his mother, and fhe to the Prince of Cor.dc and 
th;' Admiral $ and that the rage this infpired them with, carried them 
:c the enter wile atlVic aux. till), of France, v^l. 1. p. 2S3. 

Vol. I. C range, 


i8 


M EMOIRS 


Book i. 


range, See. and for refilling to feal the revocation 
or an edidl of pacification, had been banifhed the 
court Without all this, it might (one fliould 
think) have been fufficient to the Huguenots, to have 
known as they did, the characters of Catherine and 
her fon. Could they flatter themfelves, that this 
prince, naturally paflionate and vindictive, would 
forget the attempt at Meaux *, the invaflon of Or¬ 
leans, llouen, Bourges, Lion, &c. ; Havre given up 
by the Huguenots to the Knglilh, foreigners intro¬ 
duced into the heart of the kingdom, fo many battles 
fought, fo much blood filed The interejl of the fate , 
that big word fo much in the mouths of fovereigns, 
becaufe it lends the mafk of good policy to their per¬ 
sonal refentments, and other paflions, will icarcely 
permit them to fbffer their lubjeCts to engage in fuch 
enterprifes with impunity. As for Catherine, fhe 
had to that moment perlifted in imputing to them 
the death of her hufband, which flie could never 
pardon, any more titan their having treated as an- 
tichrifl thofe of the Itoufe of Medicis. Nor was 
there lefs imprudence in trufting the Pariflans, whofc 
animoflty and fury againft the Huguenots was juft 
then fignally manifefled, in the affair of the Crofs- 
of Gatine f. My father was fo fenflbly ftruck with 

thefe 


* Irt the year 1567, the Prince of Onde and (he Admiral de Co- 
Iig;ny, formed the d f;gn of feizing Charles IX. at Meaux, where 
he then was, and from whence tne Queen-mother made him fet ouc 
precipitately at night, to return to Paris, This defign would have 
been executed, but for the feafonable arrival of 3000 Swifs, who co¬ 
vered the King in his mar-.h, and the Calvinifts duift not attack 
him. See the hiftorians. 

•f- The following is tnc fa£t, as related by TVf. de Thou, bonk 50. 
anno 1571. Ph’l'p Out ne, a rich merchant of St. Denis ftreet, ha* 
ving been fome years before convicted of lending his houfe to the Hu¬ 
guenots tor a church, he was condemned, by the rarliament of P** 
ric, to be hanged or burnt on the 30th of July. His houfe being 
dcmolifhed, in its place was eredled a pill ir, in the form of a crofs 
which was afterwards called tie crcjs of Gatine, With the edift of 
pacification paff*d in 1570, the Calvinifts obtained, that this crcts 
Ihould be thrown down, which, alter fome delays, was at laft execu¬ 
ted. 
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thefe motives, that he difcovered himfelf incredu¬ 
lous upon the firft advice which he received of the 
journey of the court of Navarre to Paris. Perfua- 
ded, that the prefent calm would be of fhort conti¬ 
nuance, he made hafte to avail himfelf of it, in 
order to fhut himfelf up immediately, with all his 
effects, in Rochelle, when every one elfe talked of 
nothing but leaving it. The Queen of Navarre her- 
•felf informed him more particularly of this defign 
foon after, and ordered him to join her in her paf- 
fage at Vendome. Ide made himfelf ready to let 
out; and being defirous of taking me with him, he 
ordered me, fomedays before that of his departure, 
to attend him in his chamber : and no one being 
prefent but La-Durandiere, my preceptor, he thus 
fpoke to me, “ Maximilian, Unce cuflom does not 
permit me to make you the principal heir of my 
“ fortune, I will, in compenfation, endeavour to 
“ enrich you with virtues ; by means of which, I 
** hope, as hath been foretold me, you fliall one 
“ day become fomething. Prepare yourfelf, rhtre- 
“ fore to fupport with fortitude all the difappoint- 
c< merits and difficulties you may meet with in the 
(( world, and by nobly furmounting them, acquire 
ee the efteem of men of honour, particularly that 
tf of the mafter to whom I mean to give you, and 
in whofe fervice I would recommend it to you 
ce to live and die. While I am upon my departure 
€c for Vendome, to meet there the Queen of Na- 
te varre, and the Prince her fon ; do you aifo make 


ted, but not without fuch violent tumults among the populace, that 
the council was obliged to-fend Tome troops timber, under the com¬ 
mand of the Duke de Montmorency. Felibien fays, that this crofs 
was replaced at the entry of the churvh-yard of the Innocents, after 
the iron plate, upon which the decree of the parliament was engraved, 
had been taken away, and that it is Hill to be Den there. And Sauval 
mentions the place where this houfe flood, in the flreet of St. Denis, 
over againft the ftieet of the Lombards $ where indeed there is a hol¬ 
low in ihe ground, which poffibly might be the foundation of Gatine’s 
hon.e. 

C 2 
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c ‘ yourfelf ready to come along with me, and pre- 
K< pare a fpeech to prefent your fervice to the 
Prince, when I fliall prefent him your perfon.” 
I did in confequence accompany him to Vendome*. 
He found there a general fecurity, and an air of 
gladnefs on every face, to which he durfl: not in 
public object; but as often as he had an opportuni¬ 
ty of converting in private, either with the Queen, 
or the Prince, the Admiral, the Counts Ludovic 
and Rochefoucaut, and the other Proteftant Lords, 
he very freely told them, he was ftirprifed they had 
fo foon forgotten the fubjecfcs of a fear l’o well 
grounded that, on the part of a reconciled enemy, 
an excels ofpromifes and c a relies was no lefs fufpi- 
cious, and greatly more dangerous, than that of 
menaces and avowed hatred ; that it was, befides, 
to hazard a great deal, to expofe a young prince, 
too little guarded againft the allurements of plea- 
fure, to the attractions of the moll: voluptuous 
court in the world. He reprefented to them, that, 
inftead of dreaming of an alliance fo unhappy as 
that of this prince, and a princefs who profefled k 
different religion, it had been more to the purpofe, 
to have pufhed a marriage with the Queen of Lng- 
land, who could have fo ufefully ferved him in re¬ 
covering the crown of Navarre, and poilibly, ac¬ 
cording to conjunctures, that of France, ’He had 
fo Itrong a foreboding of the fatal confequences of 
this French match, that he oftentimes laid, if thefe 
nuptials were celebrated at Paris, he forefiw, that 
tc the bridal-favours would be very red.” Thefe 
were his own expretfions. An advice fo difereet 
was not taken but for the cfbCt of weaknefs and 


* Francis de r.ethune, the au’bnr's fa'her, followed the Prince of 
Conec 10 the battle o» Jarnac. ai l was there talce 1 prilonpr. An in- 
d.iclm'nt of Iijgh t re a fun was nude cm tigi’nfl him, for h-nin;; borne 
arms againft his Majefij- • rod hi*? tOates were fesred, but were redo- 
red ro him at the peace. I)u 0>e(hc* 


limiditv 
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timidity. My father not affecting to feem wifer 
than fo many perfons more enlightened, fullered 
himfelf, contrary to his own fentiments. to be car¬ 
ried down with the torrent; and only demanded 
time to put himfelf into a condition of appearing 
with that fplendor his rank required, in a court 
where all was magnificent. For this purpufc, he 
again took the road to llofny ; but hr ft he pre- 
fented me to the Prince of Navarre, in the prefence 
of the Queen his mother, and gave him, in my 
name, afluranccs of an inviolable attachment ; 
which T confirmed with a good deal of affurance, 
putting one knee to the ground. The Prince railed 
me immediately, and, after twice embracing me, 
had the goodnefs to commend the zeal which all 
my family had ever difcovered for him, and, with 
his natural engaging air, promifed me his protection ; 
a promife I at that time regarded as the mere effect 
of his complaifance, but which I have fince feen ac- 
compliftied far beyond my hopes and merit. I did 
not return to Rofny with my father, but went to 
Paris in the train of the Queen of Navarre. As 
foon as I arrived, my youth making me feel how 
much I had need of inftru&ion, I applied mvfclf 
clofely to ftudy, not ceafing, however, to make my 
court to the Prince my mailer. I lived with a go¬ 
vernor and valet de chambrc, at a diftance from 
the court (in the quarter of Paris where almoft all 
the colleges are) until the bloody cataftrophe which 
happened a fliort time after. 

Nothing could be kinder than the reception and 
treatment which the Queen of Navarre, her chil¬ 
dren and principal fervants, met with from the 
King and Queen-mother. Charles IX was conti¬ 
nually praifing the virtues and probity of the 
Count de Kochefaucaut, de Telignv, Refuel, Beau- 
difner, Piles, Pluviaut, Colombiercs, Grammont, 
Duras, Rouchavannes, Gamache, my father, and 
other Proteftant Lords. The Admiral he alwiys 

called 
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•called father, and took it upon himfeif to reconcile 
to him the princes of the honfe of Guile. To hirn 
£lfo he granted the pardon of Villandry *, which, 
lie had refufed to his own mother and his brothers, 
his crime being thought unpardonable. When the 
Admiral was wounded, the King, upon the fir ft no¬ 
tice of it, broke into oaths and threatenings, and 
vowed he would make the a {Tallin f be fe arched for, 

in 


* Villandry being ?t phy with the King, was fo rath as to com¬ 
mit f. me efie nee agair.ft iVl jefly itfelf, for which he was fentenced 
to be put to deaih. Davilla, bo k 5. bee all'; the fad particular fed 
by D’Au^igne, \ol. ?. book 1. chip. 2. 

He as call^ i Nic holas de Louvi rs, Lord of Maurevcrt in Brie, 
c * Muft i, fold Charles IX throwing h s racket ar him in a rage, 
tf; perpetually troubled with new broils? Shall I never have any 
t( quiet?” Manv have doubted, whether thsf- threatenings and 
tranfpor's cf Charles were no: lincere; and whether this prince, who 
had at firft apparently entered into all the dt.figns of the Queen his 
■mother, did not fu.ftcr himfclf at left to be gamed by the Admiral de 
Coligr.}, in thofe private converfations, in vvhich the Admiral never 
ceafed to repiefent to him the eftedls of this priocefs’s bsd govern¬ 
ment, and to exhort him to ftake oft his dependence on her. Vil- 
Jeroy’s Memoirs of ftate, vol. 2. p. 55 & 66. and many other writers 
of thofe limes, give fuch ftrong proofs of this JacI, that it is very 
difficult to decide upon this quefion. If we may believe the me¬ 
moirs of Tavannes, rhere was lu little agreement between Charles IX, 
stnd his mother, that Catherine faw no other means of pteferving her 
authority, which fhe was upon the point of lohre, than by c. nfing 
the Admiral to be afnliinatcd, and this writer p C r ends, that Maure- 
vert was fuborned, unknown to the King, to ftrike the blow. On 
the other fide, Mattheu believes he is well founded in maintaining, 
vol. 1. book 6. that Chailes IX. dccc.ved the Aanir/1 from firft to 
laft. He re'atcs, that this prince, obfervirjg the opposition made by 
fomenf 'nis cotinfellors to the defign of extirpa-'i.ig the Huguenots, re- 
prefented to them in a rage, thit the kingdom uas ieft, if their plot 
was not executed that very night; becaule, fliould that o ght p. fs, 
thrre would not be time to prevent ti c jr-jedts of the rebels, with 
which, lie faiJ, he was well acquainted. He added, that thofe who 
did not approve of his refuluiion, would never be confidered by him 
as hi', fervants. 

But thu iiiftoiian does not advert, that a few papers after, he him-* 
felf Mfns the weight of thefe proofs, bv relating a converfanon 
which Henry III. had in Poland with his phyfician Miron; of v. hich 
the following is an . briegemenr. Henry III. then Duke of Ar.jou, 
going, fomi nays bef. rc the mafiacrc of St. Ba tholomcw, into the 
chamber of tlu’ King his biothcr, cbfcrved, that this prince looked 

upo* 
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jnjhe darkeft corner of the palaces of the G-uifes. 
He would have all the court, after his example, to 
vifit the wounded Admiral. When the Guiles beg¬ 
ged of this prince, that he would deign to hear 

their 


epon him with eyes To full of rage, and with an air fo furiotr, that, 
apprehending the consequence ot thele v:o:ent emotions, he fottlv re¬ 
gained the door, and limned immediately to give the alarm to the 
Queen mother. She being hut too much difpofed to believe it, from 
■what had happened to herfelf, re olvtd to get rid of Coligny without 
further delay. Maurevert having partly failed in his attempt, fince 
he only wounded the Aomiral in the arm, the Queen-mother and the 
Duke of At jou, finding they could not hinder the King from vifn- 
ing him, thought it ncctflary to accompany him. aod, under pre¬ 
tence ol iparing the A’dmital's ftrengih, interrupted, as often as they 
could, the private cunveifation they held together. During this vi- 
Catherine, who was furrounded with Calvinifts, obferved, that 
they frequently whifperid to each other, and looked on her from 
time to t,me with ve.y fufpicious eyes. This adventure the reckoned 
to be the molt dangerous the had ever been engaged in. As they 
returned, fire preifed the King fo vehemently to tel] her what had 
palTed between him and the Admiral, that this Prince could not hin¬ 
der himfelf from betraying ir, by telling her, with hir, nfual oath, 
that fl;e f r oihd all his af.’aiis, or tome words to that nurpofe. Caihe* 
rine, now more alarmed than before, had reccu.fe to an artifice? 
v\hich fucctcded. She repreftnted, in the ftrongeft terms, to her 
fon, that he was ready to fall into the fnare, which, as fhe imagined, 
the Admiral had laid for him ; that he was on the point cf being 
delivered up to the liuguenos, combined with ftrangets: without 
having any thing to hope for from his Catholic fubjects, who, through 
difgu.t at finding themfelves betrayed, had chtfen another leader. 
She w'oS fo well fecondeJ by all the other councilors, excepting only 
the Marrchal da Retz, that Charles IX, himfelf, being feizcd with 
fear, and puffing from one extreme to another, was the f.rft to pro- 
pofe, and even prefs, the murder not oniy of the Admiral, but of all 
the Hiij.uenois; to the end, faid he, that there may not one be left 
to reproa< h me. All the reft of that day, and the following nigh*, 
they confuited upon the means of executing the defign. At break of 
day, Charles, the Queen mother, and the Duke of An;ou, wpnt to 
the g?te of the Louvre, and, hearing a piftol go oft’, feu* and remnrfe 
fcHed them. The King fent orders to the Duke ot Guife to fufpeni 
further proceedings. To which the Duke replied, his orders had 
come too late ; and they, taking frelh courage, joined in everything 
that was aftenvards dor-c. 

It is poftible, I thinK, to reconcile thefe different opinions, and 
preferve to the proofs alledged on each fide all their force, by faying, 
that Charles IX. who undoubtedly invited the Admiral to Paris, in 
i*rder to have him murdered with the reft of the Huguenots, fuftcred 
himfelf to be fo fhaken by his fpceches, that he embr. ccd alternately 

proportions- 
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their vindication, they were very ill received. The 
Spaniih ambaflatlor was on this occafion fo ill 
treated, that lie thought tit to withdraw. Pope 
Pius V. was not fpared in the tranfports of Charles, 
lie having refufed the nccelTary difpenfation for 
Henry's marriage with the Princefs Margaret, for 
which they prepared with the utmoft magnificence; 
The King carried his deference for this prince fo' 
far, as to difpenfe with his going into the church 
of Notre-dame He was even excufed from ob- 
ferving ail the Romifh ceremonies. The Cardinal de 
Bourbon making lome remon(trances upon thefc 
tolerations, which to him appeared exceflive, was 

prop (irions fr:m both the contending parties : and that their different 
fpeeches threw him into a Hate of irreio!u r ion, Irom whence he was 
only freed by the natural impetuofitv of his temper, of which Cathe¬ 
rine knew well how to avail heifflf. Coligny’s fecurity proceeded 
from his not being able to doubt the efficacy of his arguments on 
the mind of tf is prince : otherwife, it would not have Ken p ffible 
for Charles to have L> long impofed upon a man of the Admiral’s 
great abilities and prudence. A young King of three and twenty, 
who, till that motnsn*, h3d been almr.fl alw-ays governed by others, 
was nor capable of that deep policy which tiiev have had the com- 
pl iifance to attribute to him. It mil ft be confeffed, however, that 
th;s young prime :dready carried dilnmulation in its utmoft height j 
cf whhh his having never dikovered the fecrcts of his council, or 
thole of the Admiral to each other, although ftrongly prefted to it, is 
an inconteftablc proof. 

* The King's rcfolutinn was, that the marriage fhoold not he ce¬ 
lebrated in a manner- \\holly conformable to either religion. Not to 
the Calvinift, hecaufe the vows were to be received by a prieft, who 
was to he the Cardinal of Bourbon $ not to the Rnmifh, becaufe 
thefc vows were to be received without the hicramental ceremonies of 
the church. 

A great fcaffold was creeled in the court before the principal gate 
and entry of the churth of Paris, on Mornlav Auguft iS. 1572, upon 
which they were betrothed and married cn the fame day, and by a (in¬ 
gle act, the MoftKigh, & c. This done, the bridegroom 1 etired to the 
meeting to hear a fern.on, and the bride wsnt into the church to hear 
rnal>, according to the articles n( the treaty of marriage : after which 
they both came 10 the enteitaioment prepa-cd for them in the great 
hall of the oa'ace, dec. P. le Graon, Dtc. of Henry IV. book 2 

Chailcs IX. gave his (Her v o/ co ernwn' tor a portion ; and the 
Oueen of Nava re yielded the Upper and Low Counties of Armdgnac, 
&c. toher f.m at his marriage. Malthicu, vol 1. book 6. 

■f Cj.a les ds Bcnrbon, Cardinal, tmcle to Henry IV, 

2 tlifmifled 
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difmifTcd with a fcvere reprimand. The face of 
things was wholly changed npon the death of the 
Queen of Navarre ; all the court appeared fen- 
fibly touched, and went into deep mourning. In a 
word, it is not giving too ftrong a name to all this 
condudl of Catherine and her fon, to call it an al- 
moft incredible prodigy of diflimulation ; feeing Ihe 
could infnare by it fo dilcreet a man as the Admi¬ 
ral de Coligny, and that, notwithftanding a thou- 
fand circumftances concurring, one would think, 
to make him apprehend the danger that was ap¬ 
proaching : for it was openly faid, that Genlis and 
La-Noue, who had been fent to the alTiftance of 
the Prince of Orange, were defeated * by the con¬ 
nivance of the French court; which, while it was 
uncertain of fuccefs in the principal object of its 
diflimulation. could not think of rifking all the con- 
fequences which that diflimulation might produce. 

They were alfo informed of the conferences 
which the Queen-mother, and the principal mini- 
flers, held with Cardinal Alexandrin, nephew of 
Pope Pius V, and with the Guifes ; the laft having 
been twice dilcovered cenverfing in mafic with the 
King, the Queen mother, the Duke de Pietz, and 
the Chancellor de Birague f. This was fufhcient 
to (hew what they ought to think of their pretend¬ 
ed difgrace. In the death of the Queen of Na¬ 
varre they thought they could perceive manifeft 

indications 

*■ John d’Angeft d’Jvoy, of the ancient houfe of Genlis. Francis 
de la Noue, a gentleman of the creat< ft refutation in the Protcflant 
party, and efteemed even by the Catholics themfelvcs. The Admi¬ 
ral, fpeaking < f this misfortune to Charles IX. attributed it to the 
fecrct being but ill Jcept in rhe council. Charles demanded of the 
Duke of Alba, by Claude Mondticer, his refident in the Low Coun¬ 
tries, the French Proreftjnt pern!' men whu had been taken ptifon- 
crs. De Thou, anno 1572, book. 51. 

*f* Of hitn it was faid, that he was Cardinal without a title, chan¬ 
cellor without feals, and pricft wi'hout a benefice. 

t She w;<s lodged with Charles Gaillart, Birtiop of Chartres, a 
man violently fufpecled of Calyimfm. Soon after her return f*^m 

Vol. i. D IJic, 
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indications of poifon. It palled for certain, that 
the wound the Admiral received came from the 
houfe of Villemur, preceptor to the Guifes ; and 
that the aflafiin had been met in his flight, upon a 
horfe belonging to the King’s liable. Even the 
guards that Charles * placed about the Admiral 
after this attempt, under pretext of fecuring his 
perfon, were, the greatell part of them, his declar- 


Blois, whither {he had followed the court, {he w’a$ feized with a 
violent fever, and died on the fifth day of her illnefs. There were 
many different opinions concerning the manner of her death. The 
Memoirs of L’Etoile, A’Aubigne, and all the Calvinifts, aferite it 
to poifon, which they fay was given her in a pair of gloves by a 
Florentine, whofe name was Rcr.e, peifumer to the Q^een mother. 
JDe berres gives us to undtrftand, that the phyfici j ns who opened her 
body, had orders not to touch her brain, which was fuppofed to te 
affixed with the poifon. But they are all firongly contir. deled by 
Le Grain, and feveral others, who maintain that {he died of a pleu- 
rlfv, occafioned by her being overheated in making preparaii ns for 
the nuptials of her fen : to which was added the vexation {he con¬ 
ceived at being, ‘•'b'iged to kneel t the holy facrament as it palled be¬ 
fore her houfe, on Corpus Chrijix day. La Popelicniere, Perefixc, 
and de Thou, endeavour to remove all fufpicions of poifon. The laft 
mentioned ahures us, that Charles IX. ordered the head of this prin- 
cefs to be opei ed, as well as the reft of her body : and, if the phyfi- 
ciar>s did not do it, it was becaufe they found the true cauie of her 
dea'h in an abfeefs {he had in her body. This is alfo the opinion of 
Matthieu. 

* AM this is true, and proves, that this flratagem was the work of 
the Queen mother, and not that of the King. It is.h rd to fay, what 
was her left intention in {hiking this ftroke $ whether (he fought to 
get rid of a man who poffeffed too much power over the King's mind, 
and was capable of ruining her defign of exterminating all the Hugue¬ 
nots ; or whether, if the Admiral had died of this w'ourd, {he would 
have confined r.er vengeance to his firgle death ; or, laihy, wdiether 
{he expected the noiff of this affiffmanon w uld excite the Calvinifls 
in Paris to revolt and by that means furnifh her with the occafion 
{he wanted, to fall upon them with a htgh hand, for which her par¬ 
ty was already prepared. Many expedients were pro poled in the coun¬ 
cil to give a pretence for attacking them; amongft others, the aff.ult 
of an artificial fort built in the Louvre, which w oulo afford thtm an 
opportunity of turning the feigned Daughter into a real one againff 
the Huguenots. At laft, they refolved to put them all to the fword 
in the ntght. 

The Admiral lodged in the ftreet Bedify in an inn, which is called 
at preient th Had S . Pierre . The chamber where he was murdered 
is ftill {hewn there. 


cd 
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cd enemies. It was no lefs certain, that all the ci¬ 
tizens of Paris were furnilhed with arms, which, 
by the King’s order, they kept in their houfes. 

The moll: clear*lighted among the Huguenots, 
yielding to proofs lo convincing, quitted the court, 
and Paris itfelf, or lodged at lealt in the fuburbs. 
Of this number were Meff. de Langoiran, de Fron- 
tenay, the Vifcount de Chartres, de Loncaunay, 
de Rabodanges, Du-Breiiil, de Segur, de Say, Du- 
Touchet, Des Hayes, de Saint-Gelais, de Chouppes, 
de Beauvais, de Grandrie, de St. Eftienne, d’Ar- 
nes, de Boifec, and many other gentlemen of Nor¬ 
mandy, and Poitou *. Happily my father was one 
of thofe, whofe life was preferved by a wife diftruft. 
When they were prefied to come nearer the court, 
they replied, that they found the air of the fuburbs 
was better for their health, and the air of the 
fields ftill better than that of the fuburbs. When 
they were informed, that the Bifhop of Valence, in 
taking leave of the King for his embafly to Poland, 
had penetrated into the fecret, and been indifereet 
enough to reveal it to fome of his friends, and that 
they had intercepted letters fent to Piome by the 
Cardinal de Peleve, in which he unveiled all this 
myftery to the Cardinal de Lorrain ; then it was, 
that thefe gentlemen redoubled their importunity 
with the King of Navarre, either to quit Paris him- 
felf, or at leall: to permit them to retire to their 
own homes To their advice the Prince oppofed 
that which had been given him by a number of 
other perfons, and even in the Proteftant party ; 
for where are not traitors to be found ? They 
warned him to be diflruftful ; they noted to him 
the names of all thefe who had been gained over by 

* A 1 the perfons here mentioned earneitlv prcilcd the Admiral to 
abandon l J ari . “ By doing fo," iaid he, “ 1 muft ftiew ei.her ft’3r 

4< or diUruit. My honour would be injured by the one, by the other 
4C the King. I flv uid be again obliged to have recourfe to a civil 
44 war j and I would raihei die than lee again the miferics I have 
44 fetn, and fufrer ihc difuefs 1 have aready fufifcied,” Matthieu, 
vol. 1. bock 6. p. 343. 
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the Queen-mother to deceive him. He liftened to 
nothing. The Admiral * appeared no lefs incredu¬ 
lous : his bad deftin) began by blinding, to deftroy 
him. Happy, if he had had the prudence of the 
Marechal de Montmorency, whom they could never 
draw from Chantilly, although the King incefTant- 
ly plied him to partake in the favour of ilie Ad¬ 
miral, and to continue near his perfon, to aid him 
in his counfels. 

If I fought to augment the horror univerfally 
excited by an action To barbarous f as that of the 

24th 


* It has been laid, that all the fine adVons which the Admiral de 
Coiig y pertormed in his life, were againft his God, his religion, 
his country, and his King. How muen is it to be lamented, that 
he cid not employ his talents mo:e ufefully !• For all the hiftcrians a- 
gree, that he was the m ft coniummatc politician, and the greateft 
warrior that ever ap.eared. It is thi ught that it was in confectience 
of the adv cs he gave to the Prince of Orange, that the Low Coun¬ 
tries rebelled againft Spain, m intained the war ten years, and form¬ 
ed the plan of a repub ic, which in part has iuccedea. It is alio be¬ 
lieved, and not wit..an probability, that he would have made a like 
in France. He is griaoufiy accufed in Villmoy’s memoirs, vol. 4, 
p.322, 340. But he always fteaci.y cenieo, particula.ly in his laft 
wili, his ever having had any inten ion of attempting the perfon of 
the King. See his elogium and political defigns in Brantome, vol. 
3. De Thou, and the utner hiftorianS. 

■f What M. de Sully fays of the maiTacre cuzht not to be thought 
too fevere. “ An execrable afticn,” cries Perefixe, fC tha: nevtr 
11 had, and, I truft God, never will have its like.” Pope P.u< V, 
was fo much affl.cted at it, that he ftied tears; but Gregory XIII. 
who fucceedid him, ordered a public thankfgiviiig to God for this 
maiTacre to be ottered at Rome, and fent a legate to congratulate 
Charles IX. and to exhoct him to continue it. The folk wing is a 
fhortaccount of the maflacre. All the neteffary meaforcs having 
been taken, the ringing of the bells of St. Germain 1‘Au.xerrois, tor 
matins, was the fignal for beginning the daughter. The Admiral de 
Col'gnv was firft murdered, in the midft of his fervants, by Befmes, 
a German, and a domeflic of the Duke of Gtiife, and others ; the 
Duke himieh, and the Cnevalier de Guifc, leaving below in tl e court. 
His body was thrown out of the window. They cut off* his head, 
and carried it to the Queen-mother, together with his box or papers; 
among which, it is Lid, they found the memoirs of his own t m.s, 
compofed by himfejf. After they had offered all fort? of indignities 
to the bleeding carcafe, it was hung on the gibbet of Montfaucon, 
whence the »Vurechal de Montmorency caufed it to be taken down in 

the 
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24th of Auguft 1C72, too well known by the name 
of the Wijjacre of S'. Ba tho.omcw , I lliould in this 
place expatiate upon the numb i\ the quality, the 
virtues, and the talents of thofe who were inhu¬ 
manly butchered on this horrible day as well in 
Paris as in all the reft of ti,c kingdom 1 ihould 
mark at leaftfome part of the reproach s, the igno¬ 
minious treatments, and the dettilable devices of 
cruelty, which aimed, in giving death, to infiift a 

the night, and buried at Chantilly. The whole h ufe of Gui'e had 
been perfonally an ma.ed againft the Admiral, evei fnce the last aiTaf- 
f.lMtion of Claude Duke of Guile, by Pohrot de Meie, whom they 
believed to have been ireiied to thi crime by him ; and, to fiy the 
truth, the Admiral was never able ro clear himfelf of this imputa- 
taticn. If this butchery (as ma'a people are fully pe.fuaLd) was 
only an effect of the Gu.les's refentment), who advifea the Queen- 
mother to it, with a view of revenging their own quanei, it muff be 
confeffed, that no particular p.rfm ever drew fo levere a vengeance 
for an offence. All the uomeffics of the Admiral were afterwards 
flain; and, at the fame tine, the King’s e.mi flat i as began the flaugh- 
ter in all quarters of the city. Thu moft diftmguilr.ed of the Calvi- 
niffs who 1 off their lives, were Francis de la Rochefoiuaulr, who 
having been at play parr of the night with the Ki'g, and finding 
himfelf feized in bed by men in ma ks, thought 1 w s the King and 
his courtiers who came to divert ihemlclves with him : Anthony de 
Clermonr, M rquis de Rcfnel, murdered by his own kinfman Lewis 
lie Clermont of Busy d’Amboile, with wh m he had a law-iu:t for 
the marquifate of Clermont j Cnarles de QuMlenec, Baron of Pont 
in Bretagne, wbof dead body exct.ed the cunofity or the ladies of the 
court, on account of a p’Ocels carried on b" his wife, Catherine de 
Parthcnay, daughter an 1 h irefs of John de S ubize ; Francis Nom- 
par de Cammonr, murdered in l.is bid b.twixi hi tw Tons ; one of 
whom was ffabbed by his fide, tlit the other, by counterfeiting him- 
felf dead, and lying concealed under the bo' ies of his rather and bro¬ 
ther, efeaptd : Teligny, fur in law to - he admiral: Cnarles de Beau- 
manoir de Lavardin ; Antony d- Mar fin, Lord of Gueichy j Beau- 
difner, Piuviaut, Bcrny, Du Brioo, governor to the Maquis of Con- 
t/j B auvais, governor to the King r Navarre, Colombieres, Fran- 
courr, Szc. The Count de Mo itgomejy wa« purlued by the Duke of 
Guile as far as Montfort L'Amaury. Th . IC nj. pardoned the Vif- 
ccur.ts of Grammonc and Duras, and G.im.uhe and Beuchavannes, 
Tne three brothers of the Marccha) de M -tmorency were alfo fpa- 
red, through fear that he might thereafter revenge their death. See 
the hifforians and oihcr writers. Read alfo that fine defoipiion of 
the rnafiacre of St. Bartholomew, by M. de Voltaire, in his Hen- 
liade, Canto 2. 
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thoufand fitabs, as fenfible as death itfelf to the un¬ 
happy victims. I have the pieces ftil! in my hands, 
that vouch the inftances of the court of France 
Aviththe neighbouring courts, to imitate its example 
againft the Reformed, or at leait to refufe an aiy- 
lum to all thefe unfortunate people. But I prefer 
the honour of the nation to the malignant pleafure 
which particular perfons might draw from a detail, 
in which they would find the names of thofe who 
forgot humanity fo far, as to imbrue their hands 
in the blood of their fellow-citizens, and of their 
proper parents. I even would, if it were pofLble, 
bury for ever the memory of a day for which the 
divine vengeance punifhed France, by fix and twenty 
fuccefiive years of difafiier, carnage, and horror. 
One cannot help judging after this manner, when he 
confiders all that pafi’cd from that fatal moment till 
the peace of 1598. It is even with regret, that I 
infift upon the part which regards the prince who 
is the fubject of thefe memoirs, and upon what of 
it concerned myfelf. 

I had gone to bed betimes in the evening, and 
felt myfelf awakened about three hours after mid¬ 
night, by the found of all the bells, arid the con¬ 
futed cries of the populace. My governor St. Ju¬ 
lian, with my valet de chambre, Avent hafiily out 
to knoAv the caufe ; and I never afterwards heard 
more of thefe two men, who, without doubt, Avere 
among the firfi: that were facrificed to the public 
fury. I continued alone in my chamber, dreffing 
myfelf, when, in a few moments, I faw my land¬ 
lord enter, pale, and aftonifhed. He Avas of the 
Reformed religion, and having learned Avliat the 
matter was, had refolved to go to mafs, to fave his 
life, and preferve his houfe from being pillaged, 
lie came to perfuade me to do the fame, and to take 
meAvith him. I did not think proper to follow him, 
but refolved to try if I could gain the college of 
Burgundy,Avhcre 1 ftudied, notwithstanding thedi- 

ftancc 
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ftance it was from the koufe where I lodged, which 
made the attempt very perilous. I put on my fcho- 
lar’s robe, and taking a large prayer-book under my 
arm, I went down. Upon entering the ftreet, I 
was leized with horror at the fight of the furies, who 
rufhed from all parts, and burft open the houfes, 
bawling out, “ Slaughter, daughter, maffacre the 
“ Huguenots.” And the blood which I faw died 
before my eyes redoubled my terror, 1 fell into 
the midft of a body of guards ; they hopped me, 
queftioned me, and were beginning to ufe me ill, 
when, happily for me, the book that I carried was 
perceived, and ferved me for a paflport. Twice after 
this I fell into the fame danger, from which I ex¬ 
tricated myfelf with the fame happinefs. At laft l 
arrived at the college of Burgundy, where a dan¬ 
ger far greater than any 1 had yet met with awaited 
me. The porter having twice refufed me entrance, 
I remained in the midfi: of the ftreet, at the mercy 
of the furies, whofe numbers increafed every mo¬ 
ment, and who were evidently in qu eft of their prey, 
when I bethought myfelf of calling for the princi¬ 
pal of the college, La Faye, a good man, who 
loved me tenderly. The porter, gained by fome 
fmall pieces of money which I put into his hand, 
did not fail to make him come. This honeft man 
made me go into his chamber, where two inhuman 
priefts, whom I heard make mention of the Sicilian 
vefpers *, wanted to force me from him, that they 
might cut me in pieces, faying, the order was, to 
daughter to the very infants at the bread. All that 
he could do was, to conduct me fecretly to a remote 
cloftt- where he locked me up. I was there con¬ 
fined three days, uncertain of my deftiny, receiving 
fuccour only from a domeftic belonging to this 

* In the year 1282, the Sicilians murdered all the French in the 
ifland. The bell lor vefpers was the fignal. 
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charitable man, who brought me from time to time 
i'omething to preferve my life 

At the end of that term, the prohibition for mur¬ 
dering and pillaging any more of the Proteflants 
being pubkflied, I was taken from my cell; and 
immediately afrer, I faw Fcrriere and La Vieville, 
two fddiers of the guard who were my father’s 
creatures, enter the college. 1'hey came to know 
what had become of me, and were armed without 
doubt, to r cl cue me by force where-ever they 
fhould find me. They gave my father a relation of 
my adventure ; and eight d:i)s after, I received a 
letter from him, in which he acquainted me how 
greatly he h id been alarmed on my account, but 
advifed me however to continue in Paris, which the 
Prince, my mailer, was not at liberty to abandon : 
only not to expofe myfelf to an evident danger, I 
fhould refolve to do what the prince himfelf had 
done, meaning that I ought to go to mafs. In ef¬ 
fect, the Kins of Navarre had found no other means 
to fave his life. He was awaked, with the Prince 
of Conde. two hours before day, by a multitude of 
foldiers, who rallied boldly into the chamber, in 
the Louvre, where they lay, and infolently com¬ 
manded them to drefs themfelves, and attend the 
King. They were forbid exprefsly to take their 
fwords: and as they went out, they faw leveral of their 
gentlemen * mallacred difrefpcdtfury before their 
eyes. Charles waited for them, and received them 
with a \ fage and eyes in which fury was painted : 
he ordered them, with the oaths and blai’phemies 
which v, ere familiar to him, to quit a religion that 


* J..irKS dc Segur, Baron cf Pardaillon, a Gafc n ; Armand de 
C]erm..nt, Baron of Pi)- , a Peri:.orain, **c. G.vhon L-wis, L<>-d 
of Leyran, took r (ugc under th< Qne r, 1 f N v^rre’s h c, who faved 
his life, b m perfem were fent to Chatill r., t . fe /c F aucis de 
Chaliii >r. 7 the Admiral's f n, a a Guy de La. d, D Ande!o*\s Ion : 
but t ;tey both cfciped, anu fied io Geneva. Armand de Gontault dc 
Biron was faved by fortifying himfelf in the ar^iia). 
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had only been taken up, lie faid, to ferve as a pre¬ 
text for their rebellion. The condition to which 
thefe princes f were reduced, could not hinder 
them froth difeovering that they fhould obey him 
with pain : fo that the wrath of the King became 
immoderate. He told them, in an imperious and 
furious tone, “ That he would no longer be con- 
“ tradi&ed in his fentiments by his fubjetts ; that 
Ci they, by their example, fhould teach others to 
“ revere him as the image of God, and ceafe to be 
“ enemies to the images of his mother.” He end¬ 
ed by declaring, that if they did not go that mo¬ 
ment to mafs, he was forthwith to give orders to 
treat them as criminals guilty of treafon againft 
divine and human majefty. The manner in which 
thefe words were pronounced, not permitting them, 
to doubt but that they were lincere, they bended 
under violence, and did what was exacted. Henry 
was even obliged to fend an edift into his domi¬ 
nions, by which the exercife of any other religion 
but the Romifh was forbidden Though this fub- 
miflion fecured his life, in other refpedts he fared 
for it but little the better. He was fubjedled to a 
thoufand caprices and a thoufand infults from the 
court ; at times free, oftener clofely confined, and 
treated as a criminal. Sonie.imes his domefHcs 
were permitted to fee and to ferve him, then all on 
a fudden we would be prohibited to appear. 

At fuch times I employed my leifure as ufefully 
as poffible. 1 was no longer at liberty from this 
time forth for learned languages, or whatever is 
called ftudies. This application, which iny father 

•f As Henry went to the Kiig, Catharine give orders that they 
ihould lead him under the vaults, and make him pafs through the 
guards drawn up in file' on each fi ie, in menacing poflures. He 
Parted thiough fear, and recoiled two or three (Kps back; when im- 
medial ly Nanj<n la Chatre, captain of the life-guards, removed his 
app. ehenfions, by fwearing they fh 'uld do him n hurt. Henry, 
though he save but little creek to his words, was obliged to go on a- 
mioft the carabines and halberts Pcref.se, 
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had always drongly recommended to me, became 
i r.poiilble when once I approached the court. It 
was with regret I parted with an excellent precep¬ 
tor, to whole care my hither had entended my edu¬ 
cation : he himfelf perceiving he could be no longer 
ufeful, requebed to retire. From his hands I paffed 
intothofe of one called Chrttien , whom the King 
of Navarre kept in his train, and injoined to teach 
me mathematics and hidory : two fciences which 
foon confoled me for thofe I renounced, becaufe I 
felt that inclination for them, which I have ever 
lince preferred: the red of my time was employed 
in learning to write and read well, and in forming 
myfelf to exercifes proper to give gracefulnefs to 
the body. It was in thefe principles, joining dill a 
greater attention to form the manners, that the me¬ 
thod of educating youth confided, which was 
known to be peculiar to the King of Navarre, be¬ 
caufe he himfelf had been brought up in that man¬ 
ner. I followed it till I was fixteen years of age, 
when the con juncture of the times throwing us, 
both him and me, into the tumult of arms, without 
alinob the hope of coming out of it, thefe exer¬ 
cifes neceflarily gave place to fuch as related folely 
to war, which (renouncing all others) I began with 
that of the arquebufe. All that a young man can 
then do, is to improve his heart by what he is obli¬ 
ged to with-hold from his underbanding : for even 
amidb the hurry and din of arms, there are not 
wanting, to him who knows to look them out, ex¬ 
cellent fchools of virtue and politenefs. But unhap¬ 
py, and even all his life, is he, who being engaged 
in a profeflion fo fatal to youth, is deficient in 
fhength or inclination to refid bad examples. 
Though he diould have the good fortune to pre- 
ferve himfelf from all fhameful vice, how (hall he 
indruft and fortify himfelf in the principles that 
wifdom dictates alike to the private man and the 
prince ; that virtue be fo eftedlually wrought into 

habit 
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habit by praftice, that no virtuous action can ever 
be found painful; and that when reduced to the 
liecelfity of laving all by a crime, or of loling all by 
a good a&ion, the heart may even be a ftranger to 
the interior druggies of duty and inclination ? 

It was not long before Charles felt violent re- 
morfe for the barbarous action to which they had 
forced him to lend his name and authority. From 
the evening of the 24th of Auguft, he was obferved 
to groan involuntarily at the recital of a thou land 
Strokes of cruelty, which every one made a merit 
of in his prefence. Of all thdfe who were about 
the perlon of this prince, none had lo great a lhare 
of his confidence as Ambrofe Pare. This man, 
who was only his furgeon, had contracted with him 
fo great a familiarity, though he was a Huguenot, 
that, on the day of the maflucre, this Prince having 
laid, that it was at that hour that all the world mufk 
become Catholic; Pare replied without emotion, 
“ By the light of God, Sire, I cannot believe but 
t( you remember to have promifed never to com- 
i( 111 and me four things, namely, to enter into my 
mother’s womb, to be prefent in a day of battle, 
“ to quit your fervice, or to go to mafs ” The 
King took him afide, and opened himfelf to him 
upon the trouble with which he felt himfelf agi¬ 
tated. <c Ambrofe,” faid he to him, “ I know not 
<e what has befallen me thefe two or three days 
“ pad, but I feel my mind and body all as much 
c< disordered as if I had a fever. I think at every 
(< moment, as well when awake as nfleep, that thefe 
“ maflacred bodies prefent themfelves to me, hi- 
u deous faces, and covered with blood. I wilh 
“ from my heart, that the infirm and the innocent 
“ had not been taken in.” The order which was 
publilhed the day following to difeontinue the daugh¬ 
ter, was the fruit of this converfation. 

The King even believed, that his honour was 
concerned to difavow all publicly, as he did by the 
E 2 letters- 
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latters-patent which he fent into the provinces. He 
there threw ail upon the Gui.es, and would have 
had the mafia ere pafs for an etlv<fl of their hatred 
again it the Admiral. The particular letters which 
he wrote on this fubjeft to England, Germany, 
Switzerland, and other neighbouring ftates, were 
conceived in the fame terms 

Doubtlels it was the Queen-mother and her coun¬ 
cil that made the King comprehend the confequence 
of fo formal a difavowal: for, at the end of eight 
days, his fentiments and language were fo greatly 
changed, that he went to hold his bed of juftice in 
the parliament, to order other letters-patent to be 
regilfered ; the contents of which were, that no¬ 
thing wa* done on the 24th of Auguft but by his 
exprefs order and to punifh the Eluguenots ; to 
each of whom, I mean the principals, a capital 
crime was imputed, in order, if poflible, to give 
the name and colour of an execution of juftice to 
a deteftable butchery. Thefe letters were addrefTed 
to the governors of provinces, with an order to 
publilli them, and to purfue the reft of the pretend¬ 
ed criminals. I ought here to make honourable 
mention of the Counts de 1'ende, and de Charny; 
of MeiT de Mandelot’ de Gordes, de Saint-Heran, 
and de Carogue, who openly refufed to execute 
any fuch order in their governments. 1 heVifcount 
d’Ortez, governor of Bayonne, had refolution e- 
nough to anfwer Charles, who had -wrote him 


* Nothing is more certain, than that, during lhe maflacre, he 
was feen wirh a carabire in his hand, which, ’tis faid. be fired upon 
the Calvi.vfts that were flying. The lar Marechal de Ttfse was, 
in his voulli, acquainted with an old man of ninety years of age, 
xvho had been page to Charles IX. and often told him, that he him- 
felt had .oaued that Carabine. It is alf true, that this prince went 
wiih It s c.'Uit to view the body of the Admiral, which hung by the 
feet with a chain of no i to the gallows of Montfaucon $ and one of 
his ccur'.ie-s of ferving it 'melt ill, Charles replied, as Vitclius had 
done before him, “ The body of a dead enemy always fntelis well.’* 
Voltaire's Hentiade, p. 32, Sc 37. 
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with his own hand, “ That on this point he mu ft 
“ not expert any obedience f.” 

The number of Proteftants maflacred during 
eight days, in all the kingdom, amounted to 70,000. 
This crufhing blow conveyed fuch a fenlible terror 
into the party, that it believed itfelf extintft, and 
talked 110 longer but of fubmitting, or flying into 
foreign countries. A vigorous and unexpected 
ftroke broke yet once this refolution. Renier 
a gentleman of the Reformed religion, having, by 
a kind of miracle, efcaped out of the hands of the 
Lord de Vezins, his molt cruel enemy, faved him- 
felf, with the Vifcount de Gourdon, and about 
eighty horfe, and came to Montauban. He found 
this city under fuch a confternation, and fo little in 
a condition to defend itfelf againft the troops of 
Montluc, which approached, that, daring to advife 
the inhabitants to hold out, he liimfelf run the rifle 


f Claude de Savov, Count of Tende, faved the lives of all the 
Proteftants in Dauphine, When he received the King’s letter, by 
which he was dire&ed to deftroy them, he faid. That could not be 

his Majefly's order.-Eleonor de Chabot, C >unt of Charny. 

Lieutenant-General in Burgundy. There was only one Caivinift 

murdered at D;jon.-Francis de Mandelot, governor of Lyon : 

he was rtfolved to fave the Reformed j who, neverthelefs, were all 
maflacred in the prifons where he had put them for fecurity. M. de 
Thon fays, he only feigned ignorance* of this barbarity.-Ber¬ 
trand de Sinvane, Lord of Gordes, a mao greatJy efteemed. - - 

N. de S. Heran de Montmnrin, governor of Auvergne: he pofjrively 

refufed to obey, unleL the King was pref.-nt in peifon.-Tanne- 

guy Le-Veneur, Lieutenant General in Normandy, a man full of 
probity and humanity: he did a 1 that he could to preferve t e Pro- 

tenants at Rouen ; but he was not matter of it.-N. Vifcount 

d’Ortez, governor of all that frontier. See his am'wer t > tne King. 
“ Sire, I have communicated yonr Majetty’s orders to your faithful 
te inhabitants, and to the troops in the garrifon : I found there good 
** ci ize is, and brave foldieis, but not o..e executioner,” DeTbeu y 
lib. 52. 53. D'Aubigne'y vol. 2. book 1. &c. 

* There is an error in the Memoirs of Sully in this place. It was 
Vezins himfelf, a man of great honefty, but of harfh maimers, that 
faved the life of Renier, whofe enemy he had a long time been, and 
ftill continued to be, nowithftanding this a&ioii. See this remark¬ 
able hittory in M. de Thou, book 52, 
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of being delivered np to Montluc; which obliged 
him to leave Montauban precipitately. This little 
troop fell in with a party of 450 horfe, belonging 
to the army of Montluc, and, fceking to die glo- 
rioufly, performed fuch prodigious acts of valour, 
that they cut in pieces the whole party. Renier re¬ 
turned to Montauban with the good news ; he was 
now obeyed, and they lliut the gates upon Montluc. 
This re lift an cc, and the refoiution of Montauban, 
being communicated from one to another, thirty- 
towns followed its example, and conducted them- 
felves in a manner that the Proteftants (beyond their 
moft afpiring hopes) obliged the Catholics to keep 
themfelves on the defenfive. 

The latter had at hrft turned all their forces a- 
gainft Rochelle and Sancerre, which, taking advan : 
tage of the general fear, they invefted. Thefe en- 
enterprifes did not fucceed. Sancerre, after having 
fufFered all the horrors of a famine, of which no 
hiftory can furnilh us with examples, at lad: made 
a fort of treaty with the befiegers. For Rochelle, 
it fruftrated all the efforts of the Duke of Anjou *, 
who had come to befiege it in perfon; and the no¬ 
mination to the throne of Poland happened very 
feafonably to fave the honour of this Prince. By 
another treaty, in which Nimes and Montauban 
were comprehended, Rochelle preferved all its rights; 
and thefe were the only cities which kept entire the 
advantages of the lad edicts. 


* The Marechal de Montluc, in h : s Commentaries, finds great 
fault with the conduct of this liege; that they did not fend troops 
enow, carrieJ on the afTuu'ls impropetly, hazarded too much, and 
fuffered provifions Io be brought into the place by fea; however, he 
fays, it would have been taken at hft. lie advifed the Queen-mo¬ 
ther, from the time fhe went to Bayonne, to take pofl’ciTion of this 
city. It would have faved France both men an.1 money had this ad¬ 
vice been followed. See a relation of the fiegcs of Rochelle and San- 
ctrre, in D’Aubigno, vol. z. book i. La Pcpdiniere, book 33. and 
Maithin, *.o], 1, p, 340. and other hiflcr.ans. 

Time, 
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'rime, moreover, produced other conjunctures 
favourable to the Calvinilts. The Queen-mother 
had nothing of real tendernefs for any of her chil¬ 
dren, excepting only the Duke of Anjou. The 
departure of this prince for Poland caufed her as 
much of afHiCtion, as it gave of joy to his two bro¬ 
thers, K. Charles and the Duke of Alen^on. This 
la it, by his brother’s removal, becoming Duke of 
Anjou, began to form great expectations of the 
crown of France, when he law that the tender 
health of Charles, who had no children, was atlaft 
changed into a mortal diftemper. The oppofkion 
he thought he had reafon to apprehend the Queen- 
mother would make to his delign, totally alienated 
him from her. This Princefs, by placing her con¬ 
fidence in a fmall number of foreigners of low ex¬ 
traction, that governed her finances, had made the 
greateft part of the nobility almolf as difeontented 
as the Duke of Alengon. He underhand fomented 
their revolt, and perfuaded them to avail themfelves 
of the afliftance of the Proteftants, in whofe dip- 
grace they partook. To ward off this blow, and 
at once to fatisfy the Duke of Anjou, and her ten¬ 
dernefs for the King of Poland, fhe began from 
that moment to think in earned: of marrying the 
firft of thefe princes with the Queen of England, 
and of procuring for him the fovereignty of the 
Low Countries: but his difeontentment had already 
produced its effeCL 

Charles, from another motive, joined in his bro¬ 
ther’s refentment againfl the Queen their mother. 
The difeafe with which he found himfelf attacked, 
began at Vitry, whither he had accompanied the 
King of Poland, in appearance to do him honour, 
but in reality to tafte the pleafure of feeing him 
leave his kingdom. The condition to which he 
foon faw himfelf reduced, created a thoufand fu- 
fpicions againft Catherine in his mind ; fo that, uni¬ 
ting his intereft with the Reformed, he began to 

{hew 
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fliew them a great deal of good-will. It principally 
appeared in his permitting them, notwithstanding 
the oppofition of the Queen-mother, to lend depu¬ 
ties to propofe their grievances and their demands 
at court. Theft deputies meeting with others, 
who came on the part of the Catholic provinces, 
that had been prevailed upon by the dilcontented 
lords to demand a fuppreflion of certain new taxes, 
and a diminution for ten years of the old, they 
joined each other. '1 he writ which contained their 
demands, was not Signed indeed but by four or 
five gentlemen ; the terms, however, in which it 
was conceived manifesting unlliaken firmnefs in a 
party that Teemed to derive new ftrength even from 
its Ioffes, the Queen-mother conceived a violent 
fpite. The King now refufed her his authority, 
and all The could do was to ufe delays, till the death 
of this prince, which Ihe well forefaw was not far 
dilfant. The Reformed penetrated into her inten¬ 
tion, and, that they might not be prevented, ap¬ 
peared fuddenly in arms This was called the in¬ 
fur reftion of Shrove Tuefday , becaufe they poffeffed 
themfelves of feveral towns on that day* I\)ont- 
gomery f returned from England to Normandy, 
where he fortified himfelf. The Queen-mother, 
and the whole court, was then at bt Germain-en- 
Laye. She thought, at leaft, to take fuch mea- 
fures, that the princes fihonld not efcape her. But 
the attempts that were every day made to get them 
out of her power, did not a little imbarraE them j. 
Guitry and Buhy came one day to St. Germain in 
arms, and thought to have carried them off. The 


* Fontcnay, LuTjrnan, Melle, Pons, Tornav-Charente, Talmonf, 
Rochefort, OrioJ, Livron, Orange, and other places in Puitou, Lan- 
gu-doc, Dau'hife, &c. 

*t* Oabiid, C unt of Montgomery, tlie Dme that wounded 
Henry II. 

t S e .n account of this enterprife in the life of Du Pkfiis-Mcr- 
nay. bock i. p. 26. 

i alarm 


1573 * O F S U L L Y. 41 

alarm was very great ; but the confpirators not 
having well fecured their blow, Catherine had time 
to fly with the princes to Paris ; where fhe caufed 
behead Coconnas and La-Mole |j, the contrivers of 
the plot, and imprifon the Marechals de Montmo¬ 
rency and de Cofse. After this fhe placed guards 
about the King of Navarre and the Duke of Anjou. 
She fent alfo foldiers to Amiens to arreft and fetch 
the Prince of Conde, who was there narrowly 
watched. He got notice, difguifed himfelf, and, 
deceiving his fpies, fled happily a third time into 
Germany, where, upon his arrival, lie was decla¬ 
red generalifiimo of the troops of the religion in 
France. 

The Queen-mother loft no time in marching all 
her forces again ft the Huguenots, divided into three 
armies. Matignon led the firft into Normandy, 
where Montgomery, having only two or three in- 
confiderabie places * in his pofleffion, was foon de¬ 
feated, and obliged to deliver himfelf tip into the 
hands of this marechal, who fent him to Paris, 
where he was beheaded. The fecond, under the 
Duke de Montpenfier, went to inveft Fontenay, 
and afterwards Lufignan, which he took, notwith- 
ftanding the noble defence made by the Vifcount 


|| La-Mole and Coconnas were beloved by two great princefles, 
£the Queen of Navarre and the Duchefs of Neversj. Love and 
jealoufy brought them both to deftru&ion. Mem, of Nev. vcl, i. 
/>• 75 - 

* Thefe were Carentan, Valogne, Saint-Lo, and Donfront. In 
this laft he was taken fighting like a man in defpair, D’Aubigne, 
v.-ho was himfelf a zealous Calvinift, cannot certainly be fufpetted of 
partiality upon this queHion relating to the pretended promife given 
to the Count by the Marechal. “ The place,” fays he, “ was ta- 
4< ken, and life was premifed to all but the Count, to whom artful 
tc afliirances were given, that he ihould not be delivered into any 
t: other hands but thofe of the King. This I am convinced of, not- 
“ wiihftanding the contrary has been written. France is guilty of 
“ but too many perjuries \ there is no occafion for inventing any to 
“ charge her with,” &c. vol. 2. book 2. chap. 7. Montgomery fub- 
rr.itted to his fate like a hero. De Thou , Bruntune> See. 
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de Rohan. The Prince-Dauphin, who commanded 
the third, took likewife fome {mall places in Dau- 
phine *, but after fitting down before Livron, Ihame- 
fully raifed the hege. All was fufpended, and a 
part of the generals recalled to court, on account 
of the King’s death, which happened this year on 
the day of Pentecoft. This Prince died at the caftle 
of Vincennes, in the moft exquifite torments, and 
bathed in his blood. In this itatc the unhappy day 
of St. Bartholemew was always prefent to his mind. 
He manifefted, by his tranfports and by his tears, 
the regret which he felt *. The Cardinal of Tor- 
rain f died alfo this year in the Pope’s territories, 
on the 23d of December, a clay remarkable for 
one of the moft dreadful tempefts that ever was 
feen. 

The king of Poland was informed of his bro¬ 
ther’s death in thirteen days, and the night follow¬ 
ing he Hole from the court and lied. He vifitedby 

* He Tent for the King of Navarre, in whom onlv he acknow¬ 
ledged to have found faith and honour, and moft afi'e£lion uly re¬ 
commended to him his wife and daughter. Perefxc. At his death 
he faid, he was well pleafed he had left no children, <\ ho would have 
been too young to gvern the ft ate in fuch troubhfome time?. Mont- 
luc, De Thou, and almoft all the biltorians, agree, that if he hrvi 
livtd, he wouli have been a verv great king. He had a large ft.are 
of courage, prudence, eloquence, penetr; tion, cecenomy, and f>- 
brietv : he loved polite literature and learned men ; but he was cho¬ 
leric and a great fwearer. He was no more than twenty-five yeais 
of age when he died. Many contufions w^rc found in his body. De 
\Thou. H wever, there were no proofs found t f hi being potlorcd, 
as the author of the Legend of Claude Duke of Guile fins he wa.s. 
His death wa occafioned by violent exerules, to which he vv-s very 
much addicted, and a great quantity of bile, that often made hi? eyes 
look quite yellow. His ftature was tall, but he was not ftraig.it, his 
fhoulders were bent, his legs thin and weak, his complexion pale, 
his eyes jtha ly, and his countenance fierce. SeeMuthietr, voi. 1. 
hook 6. in fin. and the life of th.s prince written in Latin by Papire 
2 VI iftbn. 

f Charles, Cardinal of Lorrain, Archbiftop of Reims. Sec bis 
character in Bra^tome s memoirs, book 3. He died, fays he, at 
Avignon by poifm, if we may give credit to trie legend of St. N caife, 
p. 138. and moft nioufly, according to M-tthicu, who wrote his eu- 
legium, vol. 1. book 7. p. 407. 
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1 lie way the Emperor Maximilian, and Charles 
Duke of Savoy, and took his route through Ve¬ 
nice In tliele places, they gave him counfel 
equally wife and conformable to his interefts, to 
grant the reformed peace, and the free exercife of 
their religion : but fo little did he profit by it, that 
he broke, immediately upon his arrival in France, the 
truce that had been granted them for three months, 
and changed it, at the folicitation of Catherine, into 
a declaration of war againft the whole Proteftant 
party; to which a great number of Catholics had 
lately joined themfelves, out of affedion to the 
Marechal de Damville, irritated by the imprifon- 
ment of bis brother. 

The King went in perfon to lay fiege for a fecond 
time to Livron, which he was likewife obliged to 
raifie ; and brought nothing away with him, but the 
fhame of finding himlelf infuhed from the top of 
the walls by the women, and even by the very chil¬ 
dren, who heaped alfo upon the Queen-mother re¬ 
proaches the moll: fatirical and the mod offenlive. 
From this moment he began to fhew himfelf fo pro- 
digioufiy different from what he had been when 
Duke of Anjou, that it may be faid, his fhame- 
ful flight to Avignon was the epocha of his igno¬ 
miny, of the misfortunes of his kingdom, and of his 
own. In his journey to Rheims, whether he went 
immediately after to be confecrated, he became a- 
morous of one of the daughters of the Count de 
Vaudemont *, and married her. 

It was a happinefs for him, that the Duke of An¬ 
jou ivas all this time clofely confined : but after 
Henry's coronation, this prince, who again quitted 

J The reader m3y confult Matrhieu, voh i. at the beginning of 
bo. k 7 upon the departure of Kenry III. of Poland, and the parti¬ 
cular of his journey. 

* Louifa of Loriain, daughter of Nicola c , Duke of Mercceur, 
C unt of Vaudemont. Mauhteu gives ihisprinccf great praifes for 
her virtue uud a.lection to her hufband. Vol. z, book 3. p. 43S, 
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his name to take that of Monfieur y enjoyed, as well 
as the King of Navarre, a little more liberty, which 
was retrenched or augmented according to the 
news that were received of their correfpondence 
with the enemies of the Queen-mother f. Another 
care of Catherine was to difunite thefe two princes. 
This fhe efte&ed, by promifing each of them fepa- 
rately the poft of Lieutenant-General of the armies 
of France, and by employing the means which fo 
feldom failed to fucceed with her, I would fay, in¬ 
trigues of gallantry, and rivalfhips. She could not 
manage fo well, but Monfieur efcaped at la ft : he 
deceived his guards, and fled in difguife the 17th of 
September at night He no fooner gained Dreux, 
than he faw himfelf attended by a numerous court, 
and at the head of a powerful party. 

The Prince of Conde had laboured fo effe&ually 
in Germany, that Prince Caftmir was ready to en¬ 
ter France with a ftrong army. 

Catherine had recourfe to another game. She 
endeavoured to regain Monfieur by the moft fpe- 
cious offers ; flie purfued him from city to city, 
always attended by a retinue of fine ladies, on 
whom fire reckoned ftill more. In‘ a word, * fhe 
managed fo well, that he fell at laft into the fnare 
that fhe laid for him. 

The King of Navarre, who had never fufpe&ed 
the trap of the lieutenant-generalfhip, imagined fhe 
could no longer fail him, and rejoiced at firft to be 

Henry III. hated Monfieur, on account of h"s having, as he fup- 
pofed, attempted to poifon him. He endeavoured to engage the King- 
of Navarre to kill this prince, but he received the propofil \\ith hor¬ 
ror. Henry HI. being ill \vi r h a diforder in his ear, Henry IV, faid 
one day to ihe Duke of Guife, whom he loved, “ Our man is veiy 
“ ill.” The Duke aofwered the firft time, “ It will be nothing.” 
The feconci, “ We mult think of ir.” And the third he fa d to 
him, “ t underhand you, Sir;” and linking the hilt of his fword, 
*< S-?, Sir,” added he, “ what is at your fervice.” Matthieu, vol. i. 
book 7. p. 41S. 

* They conferred together at Chatnpigny fur-V?de, a houfe be¬ 
longing to the Dukecf Montpenfier, upon the confines of Touraine. 
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fairly rid of Monfleur, whom he always regarded 
as his rival. The ladies de Carnavalet and deSauvcs 
drew him out of his error. They made him com¬ 
prehend, that if either of the two could pretend to 
this line employment, it was Monlleur, who could 
make it the price of his reconcilement; but that, 
in reality, Catherine deceived them both, and as 
for him, he nmft look for nothing but a captivity 
flill more vigorous. This prince opened his eyes,- 
and applying himfelf wholly to recover his liberty, 
he found the means one day of Februaiy, when he 
was hunting near Scnlis *. Having knowingly di- 
fperfed his guards, he inflantly palled the Seine at 
PoifTy, gained Chateau-Neuf in Timerais, which 
belonged to him, where he took up fome money of 
his farmers, and, followed only by thirty horfe, ar¬ 
rived at Alen$on, which the Lord de Hertra had 
feized in his name. There he had a conference 
with Monlleur and the Prince of Coixle, who a- 
greed to unite all their forces. From Alencon the 
King of Navarre went to Tours : where he was no 
fooner arrived, than he publicly refumed the ex- 
ercife of the Proteftant religion I was one of thofe 
who accompanied this prince in his flight, and in 
all this journey. Hefent me from Tours with Fer- 
vaques, to demand the Princefs his filler of the 
court of France. She was delivered to us; and 
the fecond day after, this princefs alfo reluming her 
religion, heard fermon at Chateaudun, and joined 
the King, who waited for her at Parthenay. 

The three princes, after the junction of their 
troops, found themfelves at the head of above 
50,000 f effective men, and made Catherine tremble 
in her turn. All feemedto announce a moll bloody 
war. I threw myfelf into the infantry as a fimple 


* See this detail in D’Aubigne, vol. 2. chap. lS* Matthicu, vol. J. 
book 7, p. 420. &c. 

f According to others, 350CO only. 
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voluntier, waiting the occafion of an employment 
more fuitable. 1 made my trial of arms in the 
neighbourhood of Tours, where there were feveral 
lk:rmilhes between the detachments of the different 
parties. The King of Navarre hearing that my be¬ 
haviour had more of temerity than courage in it, 
ordered me to be called, and laid to me, “ Rofny, 
it is not here that I would have you hazard your 
“ life. I commend your courage, but I defire 
“ you fhould enpioy it on a better occafion.” 
This occahon was not lb near as we all believed, 
becaufe Catherine, not finding herfelf the ftrongeft, 
had recourfe to her ordinary management, bhe 
talked of peace ; flie offered more than we thought 
we could demand ; promifes coh this artful princefs 
nothing. In a word, Ihe had the addrefs to make 
the princes lay down their arms, and peace was 
concluded and ligned three months after This 
was called Ivlonfieur’s peace *; for, befides that 
Catherine’s principal view in making it was to gain 
this prince, he was fo greatly the dupe of her fi¬ 
ll die, that at lad he wiihed for it, and folicited it 
more ardently than any other perlou. It muff be 
confeiTed, it was one of the mod advantageous: the 
princes, however, never committed a fault more 
irreparable than when they put their hands to it. 

Monlieur foon after committed a fecond, no lefs 
capital, when, contrary to his proper intereft, he 
feparated from the Reformed f. By this prepofte- 

* By the edict of fixty-tluce articles, pafled at the convent of 
Bcuu.ieu near Loches in T»..urai».e, between »he Queen-mother and 
the prir.ce r , he memory of the Admiral de C ligny ard .the other 
Pr reliant chiefs was reflorcd, chambers of juftice, compofed equally 
of Pro:efla~ts and Cath iks, w-re p anted in t ie principal parlia¬ 
ments, ana federal citi *s given lor fe.urity. Monlieur procured alfo 
S large appe image for himfelf, and a ccnfid.rahle funt in money and 
jewels for Prince C.fimir. De Thou, DAubtgne, See. 

-f* To *r-eak more juiUv, Monfieur, on this occalion, facrificed the 
King of N varie a the Huguenots to 1 is mtcrells, cr to his politics. 
Into n*e r.o ts of Neves s, vol. i. p. 90. et fcqq. maybe feen all 
the fteps ta.-icn by each party on the fubjeet c t thir treaty. 
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rous ftep he loft, both on the fide of France and of 
Imgland, the occafions of becoming perhaps one of 
the moll powerful princes in Europe. Thus all 
turned ftill to the liking of the Queen-mother, who, 
in making this peace, had nothing in view but the 
difunion of her enemies. 

Henry, feeing the peace made, retired to Ro¬ 
chelle, where the inhabitants, except that they of¬ 
fered him no canopy,paid him all the honours they 
could have done to the King. The Catholics in 
this prince's train did not meet with fo gracious a 
reception. Caumont, afterwards Duke of Epernon, 
was not fuffered to enter the city, nor any other 
whom they could convi£> of having imbrued his 
fword in the bloody (laughter of the 24th of Au- 
guft. 

The King of Navarre (laid but fhort while in 
this city. Scarce did he open his mouth to de¬ 
mand the accompliihment of the treaty, till he be¬ 
came feniible of the greatnefs of his fault. Cathe¬ 
rine denied (lie had promifed any thing to the Hu¬ 
guenots, who were obliged to take up arms again 
before the expiration of the year. 

I quitted my fir ft poft, M. de Lavardin, my re¬ 
lation, who had a great aftedion for me, having 
made me take the enftgncv of the company he com¬ 
manded. I was named to defend Perigueux, and 
afterwards Villeneuve, in Agenois, threatened with 
a ftege. The King of Navarre propofed to under¬ 
take fome contiderable enterprifes; but the oeca- 
fion was loft : the greateft part of the troops upon 
which he had reckoned, then failed him; and the 
reft were in fo bad a plight, that it was with diffi¬ 
culty he made two enterprifes, the one upon Reoie, 
the other on St. Mac ary ; in the laft of which he 
failed. Favas, who conducted that of Reoie, put 
me at the head of fifty foldiers, who entered it 
without almoft any clanger. I demanded the fame 
commiffion of Laiigoiran, to whom the aflault of 

St. 
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St. Macary was intruded; he granted it to my cou- * 
fin Bethune and to me : but Favas retained us in 
the fecond troop. This I mention as an inftance 
of the firft iignal happinefs I had in war; for the 
inhabitants of bt. Macary, having had notice of our 
deftgn, deceived us fo effectually, that not a man 
of the firft troop who had courage to enter, ever 
returned. 

At the fiege of Ville-Franche, in Perigord,which 
was afterwards carried on by Lavardin, I was cx- 
pofed to a more real danger. During the affiiult, 
having mounted the wall with my colours, I was 
overthrown by the pikes and halberts into the 
ditch, where I lay funk in the mud, and fo intan- 
gled with my colours, that, without the fuccours 
of La Trappe, my valet de chambre, and fome 
foldiers, who helped me to mount, I had infalli¬ 
bly perifhed. The city being forced while they 
were parleying on the walls, it was entirely pilla¬ 
ged. I gained a purfe of 1000 crowns in gold for 
my part, which an old man, who was purfued by 
five or fix foldiers, gave me to fave his life. The 
name of Ville-Franche recalls to my memory afin- 
gular adventure that happened fome time after. The 
inhabitants of this town having formed the defign 
of feizing upon Montpafier, another little neigh¬ 
bouring town, by furprile, they chofe for the exe¬ 
cution of it the verv fame night which the citizens 
Or Montpazier, knowing nothing of this, had pitch¬ 
ed upon to make themfelves mafters of Ville- 
Franche. Chance, moreover, fo ordered it, that 
the parties taking different ways, did not meet ; all 
was executed with fo much the lefs difficulty, that 
the walls both of the one place and the other were 
wholly without defence. They pillaged, they 
glutted themfelves with booty; it was a happy 
world, till day appeared, and difeovered their mil- 
take. The compofition was, that each Ihould re¬ 
turn to his own home, and that all fhould be put 
2 in 
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in its firft ftate. This is an image of war as it was 
carried on at this time; it conlifted in feizing by 
fubtilty or affault the towns and the caftles of the 
enemy; this occafioned, however, engagements 
often very bloody. 

I will not diffemble, that the King of Navarre 
was very ill ferved. His army was almofl: equally 
compofed of Proteftants and Catholics ; and he 
fometimes faid, that his obligations were greateft 
to the laft, becaufe they ferved him difintereftedly, 
and through pure attachment to his perfon. But 
it was this mixture of Catholics and Proteftants 
that hurted his affairs. Meff. deTurenne, de Mont¬ 
gomery, de Guitry, de Lulignan, de Favas, de Par- 
daillan, and other principal Proteftants, had an in¬ 
vincible averfion to Meff de Lavardin, de Mioftens, 
de Grammont, du Duras, de bainte-Colombe, de 
Roquelaure, de Bogole, dePodins, and other Ca¬ 
tholic officers. This manifefted itfelf, among other 
occafions, with refpecft to myfelf, in a quarrel 1 had 
with Frontenac. This officer having treated me as 
a young man, added with contempt, “ that if my 
“ nofe were wrung, it would yield milk.” I re¬ 
plied, that I found myfelf ftrong enough to draw 
blood from his with my fword. r lhis quarrel made 
a noife ; and, what was very fingular, though my 
aggreffor was a Catholic, and myfelf a Proteftanr, 
yet the Vifcount de Turenne* promifed him his af- 
fiftance, and that of his Proteftant friends, againft 
me; which M. de Lavardin being informed of, he 
and his Catholics offered their fupport to me. The 
hatred which the Vifcount conceived againft me, 
proceeded from my having taken the part of Lan- 
goiran, (to whom I was obliged), in a quarrel he 
had with that nobleman M.deTurenne pretended, 
that where-ever he and Langoiran were together, 

* Henry de la Tour, Vifcount de Turenne, afterwards Duke of 
Bouillon. 
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the later fliould receive orders from him as his 
general. Langoiran, who believed himfelf of as 
good a family as Turenne, made a jcrt of his pre¬ 
tentions ; and adding fome rtrokes of raillery, fpoke 
of Turenne as of a bigot, who came over to the re¬ 
formed, only becaufe Bully # had fupplanted him 
in the favour of Montieur. When all was calm, I 
was counfelled to court Turenne I confented ; 
but he anfwered my advances fo ill, that I drew 
back, and we continued colder than before; 

This animotity of party created an oppofition in 
the counfels of the King of Navarre, which blafted 
a part of his defigns, and in particular that upon 
Marmande. Lavardin having attacked it, againft the 
advice of JLa-Noue, and even that of the King, he 
caufed feveral bodies, of a hundred arquebutiers 
each, to advance, with orders to poflefs themfelves 
of the hollows and other advantageous places 
near.the walls of this city. He gave the command 
of- one to me, with which I came to pqfl myfelf at 
two hundred paces diftant from the place. I was 
fc^rce there, when I was attacked by a detachment 
of the befieged three times fuperior to mine I in¬ 
trenched myfelf, and being favoured by foinehou- 
fes, defended myfelf a long time The King of 
Navarre, who fawthe danger to which we wereex- 
pofed,ran to us, covered only with a cuirafs, fought 
the whole day, and gave us all time to feize thefe 
ports; but they were of little ufe to us, as we had 
not men enow to furroynd the city on all fides; and 
the King of Navarre would have had the chagrin, 
of not having only fat down before it, but fhame- 
fully of railing the rtege, had not the arrival of the 
Marechal de Biron, with propofitions ofaccommo- 


* Lewis dc Clermont de Bufly-d’AmboTe, celebrated tor his va¬ 
lour and perfonai accomplishments. In an ad’air oi galia try he had 
fomc time after with the Lady de Mor.tforeau, he was killed by her 
hulband and his domeflics. 
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-elation, furnifhed him with an honourable pretext 
for withdrawing his troops. 

A truce only could be agreed upon; during which 
the King of Navarre went to Bearn, to fee the Prin- 
eefs his lifter, or rather the young Tignonville *, 
with whom he was in love. He permitted me to 
accompany him ; and giving back my enligncy to 
M. de Lavardin, who bellowed it upon young Be- 
thune, my coulin, I quitted my equipage of war, 
and took one more conformable to the character in 
which I was to appear. My oeconomy during three 
or four years, joined to my military profits, made 
my finances fo confiderable, that I faw myfelf now 
in a condition to entertain feveral gentlemen in my 
pay, with whom I attached myfelf folely to the 
perfon of the King. As I had no inclination to 
defeend from this ftation, I eftablifhed fueli regular 
order in my domeftic affairs, and in my company, 
that the King of Navarre, attentive to the conduct 
of his lowed: officers, confcfled to me afterwards, 
that I owed the greater part of the efteem with 
which he honoured me, to the difereet oeconomy 
he obferved in this arrangement. It was my youth 
only that could make it extraordinary ; but I was 
early fenfible of what advantage it is, to fettle order 
within a family. This difpofition, in my opinion, 
forms a very advantageous prejudice, either to a 
foldier or to a {latefman. 

During our if ay at Bearn, nothing was thought 
of but rejoicings and gallantry. The talle which 
Madame, the King’s filler, had for thefe dlverfions, 
proved an inexhaullible fource of them to us. Of 
this princefs I learned the trade of a courtier, with 
which I was greatly unacquainted. She had the 
goodnefs to put me in all her parties ; and I re- 

* This young lady was daughter to Madam de Tignonville, gover- 
nefs to Madame the King of Navarre's fifter. She was ordinarily 
called in this court Madcmoifelle Navarre. She afterwards married 
the Baron of Pangeas. 
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member fhe would kindly teach me herfelf the 
fteps of a dance in a ballet that was performed with 
a great deal of magnificence. 

The truce was now almoft expired, and the King 
of Navarre, who had been informed that the city 
of Eaufe, excited by the mutiniers, had refufed en¬ 
trance to a garrifon he fent thither, ordered us to 
come, with our arms concealed under our hunting- 
habits, to a certain part of the country, where he 
waited for us himfelf. He arrived at the gates of 
this city before they could be advertifed of his 
march, and entered it without obftacle, at the head 
of fifteen or lixteen, who had followed him clofer 
than the reft of the troop. The mutiniers percei : 
ving this, called out to have the draw-bridge in- 
ffcantly let down; which was accordingly done, and 
fell almoft upon the buttocks of my horfe and Be- 
thune’s, fo that we were feparated from the body, 
which remained without the city. The rebels at 
the fame time rung the alarm bell, and arming ha- 
ftily a troop of fifty foldicrs came thundering up¬ 
on us. Among thefe we diftinguifhed three or four 
voices, which cried, “ Aim at the fcarlet cloak, and 
€( the white plume, for it is the King of Navarre,” 
“ My friends, my companions,” faid this prince, 
turning towards us, “ it is here that you mull fhew 
t( courage and refolution, for on this our fafety de- 
pends : follow me then, and do as I do, without 
€t firing your piftols, which cannot carry.” As he 
ended thefe words, he marched fiercely up to the 
mutiniers with his piftol in his hand They could 
not fuftain the (hock, and were inftantly difperfed. 
Three or four fmall bodies of men prefented them- 
felves afterwards, and thele we drove before us in 
the fame manner. But the enemies drawing toge- 
gether, to the number of 200, and our forces be¬ 
ing greatly diminifhed, the danger became extreme. 
The King retired to a gate, which facilitated his 
defence, and there he kept firm. He had the pre¬ 
fence 
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fence of mind to order two of us to mount on the 
belfrey, and make a fign to our companions, who 
continued in the field, to haften and force the gate. 
This they performed with the lefs difficulty, as hap¬ 
pily the bridge had not been drawn up. 

Thofe of the citizens who were well aftefted to 
the King, but had been obliged to fubmit to the fe- 
ditious, feeing the foldiers ready to enter the city, 
attacked in their turn the rebels behind. They de¬ 
fended themfelves rel'olutely, till the gate being 
forced, the city was filled with our troops. All 
would have been put to the fword, and even the 
city abandoned to pillage, had not the principal in¬ 
habitants, with their eonfuls at their head, thrown 
themfelves at the feet of the king ; who fuffered 
himfelf to be foftened, and contented himfelf, for 
all the punifhment, with ordering four of them to 
be hanged who had fired at the white plume. 

The King of Navarre left * Bethune governor in 
Eaufe, and advanced haftily towards Mirande, up¬ 
on the advice which he received that St. Criq, a Ca¬ 
tholic gentleman of his party, had pofleiled liimlelf 
of the city, but not having men enow to keep it, 
had been obliged to withdraw into the tower, where 
he was befieged, and very warmly prefted by the 
citizens and garrifon of the place. Notwithstand¬ 
ing the King marched with all poffible diligence, he 
could not prevent the misfortune of this officer, 
who had juft been taken, and burnt with all his 
troop, when the King of Navarre prefented himfelf 
before Mirande. The inhabitants, who thought to 
draw him into the fame fnare, took care to conceal 
what had happened, and made the trumpets found, 
as if St. Criq was rejoicing for the afiiftance they 
brought him ; when a Huguenot foldier in the city, 
perceiving the danger into which the King of Na¬ 
varre was going to precipitate himfelf, and in which 


0 See all thefe little military expeditions in D’Aubigne, book 
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we mu ft infallibly have perifhed with him, through 
the great fuperiority of the enemies numbers, came 
over the wall, to advertife us of the fnare that was 
laid for us. The King after this thought of no¬ 
thing but retreating ; but as he was very far advan¬ 
ced, the inhabitants of Mirande, who perceived the 
moment that their defign was prevented, ftillied out, 
and attacked him in his retreat We found our- 
felves young Bethune and I, engaged fo forward¬ 
ly, that we were inveloped. We therefore fought 
like defperate men, who were refolved to fell their 
lives dearly : but we mu ft have yielded, extreme 
lafiitude hardly permitting us to fupport our arms; 
when, happily for us, Luftgnan and the elder Be- 
fhune, whom the King of Navarre had fent to our 
afiiftance, charged fo rudely, that our aflailants 
gave back, and afforded us the means of retreating. 
The Sieur d* Yvetot, a gentleman of Normandy, and 
La-Trape, my valet de chambre, were of great 
fervice to me upon this occafion. 

The King of Navarre, feeing the d iy declining, 
gave orders to ceafe fighting, and retired to Jegun; 
where, two or three days after, the royal troops, 
with the Marechal de Villars at their head, appear¬ 
ed in arms, drawn thither by the rumour of the 
attack upon Mirande. It had been temerity to at¬ 
tack them ; therefore we kept intrenched, and en¬ 
deavoured only to engage them to force us: but 
this they did not dare to attempt. The two armies 
continued in view of each other till night. A com¬ 
bat of fix againft fix was propofed by Lavardin and 
La Devefe; but while we difputed upon whom the 
lot fhould fall, the King on the one fide, and the 
Marquis de Villars on the other, drew off their 
troops as the night was approaching. 

Some time after, the King of Navarre going 
from Lei&oure to Montauban, commanded the 
Count de Meilles and me, with five and twenty 
horle, to fall on a body of mulketeers, which the 

inhabitants 
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inhabitants of Beaumont had polled in the vine¬ 
yards and hollow places in our paflages. We drove 
them before us to the very gates of the city, from 
whence about 100 foldiers came out to their affift- 
ance ; one part of which remained upon the place, 
and the other drowned them i elves in the ditches. 
The King, who law the rampart begin to be cover¬ 
ed with ioldiers, did not think proper to go farther, 
and continued his route. 

At his return, he wanted to avoid palling under 
the walls of this city, and took a lower road, by a 
place, which, if I remember, was called St. Nicho¬ 
las, near Mas de Verdun. Scarce had we marched 
a league, when we heard the noife of drums, and 
difeovered a party of 300 mufketeers, marching in 
bad order enough under live enligns. A council 
was held : fome were of opinion that we fhould atr 
tack.the enemy, without any regard to the lup^ri- 
ority of their numbers; others difluaded it. The 
King of Navarre, defiring only to try them, order¬ 
ed fifty horfe to advance ; and in the mean time we 
drew up in a line, with our domeflics behind us ; 
fo that we prefen ted a front to the enemy which 
concealed the fmallntfs of our numbers. The fhi- 
ning of our armour impoied upon them : they fled 
acrofs the woods, where we purlued them ; tilt 
meeting with a church, tluy there barricaded them- 
felves. 

This church was large, ffrong, and furnifhed with 
provifions, being the ordinary retieat of the pea- 
l'anrs, a great number of whom were in it at that 
time. The King of Navarre undertook to foice it, 
and lent to Montauban, 1 eiCtoure, and other neigh¬ 
bouring towns, for workmen and foldiers ; not 
doubting but Beaumont, Mirande, and other towns 
of the Catholic party, would fend powerful fuccours 
to the befieged, if they- got time. Mean while we 
endeavoured, with the afftflance of our fervants, to 
Undermine the church. The choir fell to mv fhare. 

In 
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In twelve hours I made an opening, though the wall 
was very thick, and of a ftone exceftively hard. 
Afterwards, by means of a fcafFold railed over this 
gap, I threw a quantity of grenadoes into the 
church. The befieged wanted water, and kneaded 
their meal with wine ; but what incommoded them 
Ttill more, was, that they had neither furgeons, li¬ 
nen, nor remedies for the wounds that were given 
them by the grenadoes, which now began to be 
thrown from all quarters. They capitulated there¬ 
fore, upon feeing a powerful reinforcement which 
had arrived from Montauban to the King of Na¬ 
varre. This prince contented himfelf with order¬ 
ing ieven or eight of the moft mutinous to be 
hanged ; but he was obliged to abandon them all 
to the fury of the inhabitants of Montauban, who 
forced them out of our hands, and put them to the 
fword without mercy. We learned the motive that 
animated them, From the reproaches they made to 
thefe wicked wretches, of having been concerned 
in a moft villanous debauch, the carrying oft' fix 
married women and virgins, whom, after ravifh- 
ing them, they had butchered, by filing them with 
gunpowder, and letting it on fire. A horrible ex- 
cefs of brutality and of cruelty ! 

The ftates, which were then held at Blois, de¬ 
puted the Archbifhop of Vienne *, and the Duke of 
Montpenlier and Richelieu, to the King of Navarre. 
This prince fent Bethnne and me as far as Berge¬ 
rac, to receive them. They were commiflicned to 
exhort the King of Navarre to embrace the Catho¬ 
lic religion, which the ftates had declared iliould 


* The three deputies whom the ftates fent to the King of Navarre, 
were Petre rle Vill us, Archbifhop of Vienne, for the cleigv; An¬ 
drew of Bourbon. Lord of Rubenpie, f«»r the nobility j and Menager, 
general of the finances of Touraine, for the third flare. Me:e, *here- 
forc, there is a f:.ult. Confute ce Thou, D’Aubiene, See. See alio 
an account of the fefiion of the ftates of Biots, in Matthieu, vol. i. 
hook 7. p.458 and in the memoirs of Never.', vol. x. p. 166. ct 
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be alone maintained throughout the kingdom. This 
interview, which had produced a fufpenflon of 
arms, having had no other effect, the deputies re¬ 
turned, and hoftilities recommenced. 

Some attempts were made upon Cartel-Jaloux 
and Nerac, by the Admiral de Villars *; but he 
found over all the King of Navarre, who difeon- 
certed his dertgns. This prince expofed himfelf as 
the meaneft foldier, and performed before Nerac 
an a£t of extreme hardinefs; when a body of horfe 
being detached on purpofe to lurprife him, he re- 
pulfed them almoft alone. Dur prayers were not 
capable to engage him to take more care of his 
life; and his example animated us in our turn fo 
much, that the fame day twelve or fifteen of us ad¬ 
vanced to fire our piftols, even within reach of the 
Catholic army. The King of Navarre, who obfer- 
ved us, faid to Bethune, “ Go to your coufin, the 
“ Baron of Ptofny; he is heedlefs to the lart de- 
€< gree ; fetch him off yonder, and his companions 
6 ‘ alfo ; for the enemy feeinp us retire, will, no 
“ doubt, charge them lo fiercely, that they will be 
lt all taken or flam.” I obeyed this order, and 
the prince, who faw my horfe wounded in the 
flioulder, reproached me for my temerity, with a 
warmth which had nothing in it but what was ob¬ 
liging. He propofed this day a combat of four a- 
gainrt four ; but it did not take place, the Admiral 
haying given the fignal of retreat. 

' The ftroke the moft important for the King had 
doubtefs been, to have hindered the taking of 
Brouage, then berteged by the Duke of Maienne f. 
He haftened thither, leaving the Vifcount de Tu- 

* Honorat of Savoy, Marquis of Villars. Although he was made 
Admiral by the Kmg during the Admiral de Coligny's life, he did 
not in reality exercife that employment till after the death of that 
nobleman. 

f Chatles de Lorrain, Duke of Maienne, fecond fon of Francis 
of Loiram, Duke of Guife. He was general of the league. 

Vol I. H, 


renne 


MEMOIRS 


Book I. 


S 8 

renne to bring his troops after him : but befide 
that this nobleman did not arrive foon enough to 
fuccour this city, the interview between the King 
of Navarre and the Prince of Conde at Pons fo ex- 
afperated them againft each other, that the Prince 
of Conde wanted to fight with the Vficount de Tu- 
renne, whom he accufed of being the caufe of this 
mifunderftanding. The public good fuftered by 
this dilunion. The Prince of Conde foon after 
openly feparated from the King of Navarre. 

The peace which fucceeded accidents fo little fa¬ 
vourable to the Reformed, was the foie work of 
Henry III. who was defirous of giving this morti¬ 
fication to the Guifes. War no longer agreed ei¬ 
ther with his inclination, which led him to a way 
of life, Angularly diverfified between devotion and 
voluptuoufnefs f, nor to his defigns, that tended all 
to humble the princes of Lorrain, become too 
powerful by the league. But although this peace % 
was not even fo favourable to the Huguenots as 
that of Monfieur, yet they obferved the articles of 
it with more fidelity than the Catholics; who, in 
the time of full peace, podefied themfelves of Age'n 
and Villeneuve, for which it was impoflible to 
make them give fatisfa&ion. The confequence of 
a peace fo ill obferved, was an inaction full of fuf- 


■f There is nothing, laid Sixtus V. to Cardinal de Joyeufe, which 
your Kink has not done, and does not do, to be a monk; nor any 
thing which I have not done to avoid being one. He had no'lets 
than 150 valets de chambre, minijircs cubicukrios, -lays Bufbequius, 
epifh 31. . _' 

J Bv the treaty that was concluded at Bergerac, between the King 
of Navarre and the Marechal de Biron, and the cdi& that followed 
in the latter end of September, the number of churches was dimi- 
nifht-d, the exercise of the pretended reformed religion was prehitvded 
ten leagues round Paris, the 1 urying-places of the Calvinifts in this 
city taken away, the liberty of marriages revoked, the chambers of 
juftice compofed ofhaif Catholics and half Proteftants, fupprefJl-d in 
Paris, Rouen, Dijon, and Rennes, &*c. K. Henry III, called this 
his treaty. It was obferved faithfully by neither party. The Ca¬ 
tholics on their fide complained, that fevcral articles were infringed 
by the Calvin ills. Memoirs of News, 

pkions ; 
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picions ; which much more refembled a long fuf- 
penlion of arms than a true peace. In this manner 
palled the remainder of this year, and apart of the 
following. 

Whether it was, that the Queen-mother was de- 
lirous of labouring effectually to pacify the ftate, 
or that die had lecret deligns, which obliged her to 
court the King of Navarre, fhe quitted Paris with 
all her retinue, and making the tour of the Pro¬ 
vinces, had a conference with this Prince at Reole 
and Auch. bhe even {laid with him a long while, 
at feveral times, either at Nerac *, Coutras, Fleix, 
or other places : for the year 1578, and a part of 
1 579, were wholly confumed in comings and go¬ 
ings, and reciprocal complaints of the bad execu¬ 
ting of treaties, which were infringed on the one 
part and the other, without much fcruple. 

The intercourfe of two courts, which yielded in 
nothing the one to the other on the fide of gallan¬ 
try, produced fuch an effect as might have been ex¬ 
pected. They were wholly devoted to balls, fefti- 
vals, and entertainments of gallantry. But while 
love became the ferious bufinefs of all the courtiers, 
Catherine was wholly taken up about her politics : 
for once, however, {lie did not fucceed. She in¬ 
deed reconciled the King of Navarre to his wife, 
then greatly difgufted with the proceedings of her 
brother Henry III. towards her; but fhe could ne¬ 
ver draw this Prince again to Paris, nor prevail up¬ 
on him by any motive to relign to her the places of 
fecurity, to obtain which had been her principal 
view. 


* At Nerac, fays Le Grain, the Queen-mother had feveral confe¬ 
rences with the King of Navarre, her lon-in-law, in which fome ar¬ 
ticles weie explained, but not all : for the good lady would always 
k^ep her Spaailh genret by the bridle as much as fhe was able. It 
was here that Hcnrv IV. fell in love with the two ladies, d’Agelle 
and Tofleufe, Some curious particulars of thefe conferences may 
te feen in Le Grain’s dec. of Henry IV. 
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I fhould fwell thefe memoirs confiderably, were 
I to enter into a detail of this medley of politics 
and gallantry. But I acknowledge, with refpe<ft to 
the firft, my youth, and other affairs more fuitable 
to my age, did not permit me to enter into them. 
As for gallantry, belides that I have loft the remem¬ 
brance of it, a frivolous detail of intrigues would, 
in my opinion, make a very indifferent figure here. 
Upon the whole, all was reduced to a defire of 
pleafing and fupplanting one anoiher. I lhall not, 
however, omit foxne adventures which have a re¬ 
ference to the war. 

The Queen-mother and the King of Navarre 
could only agree upon a truce, which was to take 
place over ail the kingdom, till the prince and fhe 
ihould feparate. But whether fhe thought that, un¬ 
der favour of the war, it would be eafy for her to 
feize l'everal towns by furprife and artifice, or that 
lhe believed this method was more proper to ac- 
complifh her ends, fhe was not forry that both par¬ 
ties forgot they were in peace, and treated together 
on the footing of war : one thing only continued 
agreed upon, that there fhould be a truce over all 
where the court was, and its limits ordinarily ex¬ 
tended no farther than a league and a half, or two 
leagues, from the place where the Queen and the 
princes kept their refidence. This occafioned a 
contraft altogether new : here they loaded each o- 
sher with civilities, and converfed with the utmoft 
familiarity ; if they met anywhere elfe, they fought 
moft defperately. The two courts being at Auch, 
upon a ball-night, notice was given to the King of 
Navarre, that the governor of Pveole, who was an 
old man, and till then a zealous Huguenot, having 
conceived a violent paffion for one of the Queen- 
mother’s maids of honour, had violated his duty, 
a 'd delivered up the town to the Catholics. The 
King of Navarre, who would not long defer his 
revenge, privately conveyed orders to me, and to 

three 
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three or four others, to withdraw, and, with our 
arms concealed as uiiial under our hunting-habits, 
join him in the fields. As many of our people as 
could be got together, were of the party; and ta¬ 
king care that the entertainment Ihould fuffer no 
interruption, we left the hall, and joined the King, 
with whom we marched all night ; and arriving 
early in the morning at Fleurence, the gates of 
which were open, feized it without any oppofition. 
The Queen-mother, who could have fworn that the 
King of Navarre had lain at Auch, was much fur* 
prifed next morning at the intelligence of this ex¬ 
pedition ; however, fhe was the firft to laugh at it : 

I lee,” faid fhe, “ this is in revenge for Reole; 

the King of Navarre was refolved to have nut 
<c for nut, but mine is better kernelled.” 

An adventure perfectly fimilar happened after¬ 
wards, the court being at Coutras. 1 he King of 
Navarre having refolved to feize St. Emilion, he lent 
us over night to St. Foi, which was not compre¬ 
hended in the truce ; from whence we marched to 
St. Emilion, with a petard in the fhape of a fau- 
lage, which we faftened by two port-holes to a great 
tower. The burfting of this machine made a noife 
that was heard as far as Coutras. A breach was 
made in the tower wide enough to give paflage to 
two men a-breafi, and by this means the town was 
taken. The Queen-mother was nettled, and laid 
openly, that fhe could not regard this action but as 
a pre-meditated infult, St Emilion being within the 
bounds of the truce. It is certain, that the difiance 
between Coutras and this town was fuch as render¬ 
ed the cafe doubtful: but the King of Navarre, 
who knew, that, a few days before, the citizens of 
St. Emilion had pillaged a Protefiant merchant, 
which the Queen-mother maintained to be a lawful 
prize, only put her in mind of this fact, and there 
was no more word of the matter. 

It often happened, that the two courts feparated 

from 
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from each other, when any thing had paffed which 
caufed to either of them too great difcontentment; 
but the intereft of pleafure, which had languiflied 
without this, foon brought them together. The 
Queen-mother’s court was carried by the King of 
Ncvarre to Foix ; where, among other diverfions, 
he had a mind to give them that of bear-hunting. 
The ladies were frighted ; this fpe£table did not 
fuit with their delicacy. Some of thefe animals 
tore the horfes to pieces ; others overthrew terl 
Swifs, and as many fufileers ; and one of them 
who had been often wounded, mounting upon a 
rock, threw himfelf headlong, with feven or eight 
hunters whom he held faft, and crufhed to pieces. 

At laft the Qjjeen-mother feparated from the 
King of Navarre, and continuing her route through 
Languedoc, Provence, and Dauphine, where fhe 
had an interview with the Duke of Savoy, returned 
to Paris, leaving all things on the fame footing in 
which flie had found them ; I mean, in a peace 
which only more augmented diffidence and fufpi- 
cions. But what fhe did not forget was, to feduce 
from the King of Navarre a part of his Catholic 
officers. Lavardin, Grammont, and Duras, were 
of this number. Another effect of her prefence 
was, to have imbroiled lo perfectly the prince with 
the Vifcount de Turenne, that he challenged him 
to a duel. Turenne went not to the place appoint¬ 
ed, till he had firfl made all the fubmiffions that 
were due to the quality of this prince. This com¬ 
bat produced nothing fatal. The Vifcount de Tu¬ 
renne received feveral wounds in a fecond, to which 
he was challenged by Duras and Rofan *. It was 

faid. 

* The two brothers, Darfort de Duras, and Durfort de Rofan, 
fought w;h the Vifcount de Turenne, and John de Gonuut de BU 
ron, Baron of Salignac, his fecond. Although the brothers were 
aimed with coats ot mail, yet the difaavantage was wholly on their 
fide. The Vifcount permitred Rofan to rife, and Salignac allowed 
Duras to change his fword : at the fame moment nine or ten armed 

men 
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faid at that time, that they owed the advantage 
they had overTurenne, upon this occaiion, to an 
artifice fcarcely allowable. 

After the Queen-mother’s departure, the court 
of Navarre came to Montauban, and from thence 
to Nerac, where they continued fome time, uncer¬ 
tain whether it would not be mofl proper to renew 
the war. This court being no iefs voluptuous than 
that of France, nothing was yet thought of but 
pleafures and gallantry. 

They no longer hefitated about taking up arms, 
how foon they learned that the Catholics had pof- 
feffed themfelves by furprife of the city of Figear, 
and fat down before the caflle. The Vifcount of 
Turenne, whom the King of Navarre charged with 
the railing of the liege, faid to me at parting, 
i( Well, Sir, will you be of our party?” (i Yes, 
iC Sir,” I replied, “ I fhall be of your party at any 
<f time when it is for the fervice of the King my 
“ mailer, and at all times when you love me.” 

The Catholics, furprifed at the diligence of the 
Reformed, abandoned Figeac. Arms being once 
taken up again by the Huguenots, they made above 
forty attempts on different places, of which three 
only fucceeded *. Thefe were upon Fere in Pi¬ 
cardy, upon Montagu in Poitou, and upon Cahors. 
X fhall fpeak only of this lall, becaufe it was the 


men fell upon the Vifcount, and left him u»onthe place pierced with 
two and twenty wounds, none of which, however, proved mortal. 
He recovered, and generoufly interceded with the Queen-mother for 
Duras. The Marechal de darnville, called hy the death of his bro¬ 
ther Marechal de Montmorency, coming thither about that time, was 
confulted on this action ; and it was his opinion, as well as that of 
many others, that the Vifcount de Turenne was at liberty to fatisfy 
his revenge by any means whatever, without expofing his own life. 
Memoirs of the Duke of Bouillon ; his life by Marfolier ; De Thou. 
Brantome (Mem. vol. xo.) fpeakingof duds, feems to doubt whether 
*h»s duel w as conduced in the manner it was reported, coiifidering 
the reputaMon the two brothers were in for courage and honour. 

* See all thefe expeditions particularized in D’Aubigne, vol. 2. 
.book 4. 
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only one at which I was prefent, and becaufe-of all 
the attacks upon towns by petard and fap, there 
was none fo remarkable. 

Cahors \ is a large and populous city, furrounded 
by water on three lides. Veilns J was governor of 
it, and had under his command above 2 goo men, 
befides ico horfe, and the citizens, whom he made 
alfo to bear arms. He was upon his guard, like a 
man who expected to be attacked. This we difco- 
vered by a paper found in his cabinet, on which 
he had wrote thefe few words with his own hand, 
“ A fig for the Huguenots.” The King of Navarre, 
whofe little army was ft ill more weakened by the 
abfence of Chouppes, and who faw no means of o- 
pening himfelf a paflage but by petard and fap, did 
not, however, defpair of taking the city. He re¬ 
inforced his troops with all the foldiers he could 
find in Montauban, Negrepelifte, St. Antonin, Ca- 
jare, and Senevieres ; but the whole made him only 
about 1500 men, with whom he left Montauban, 
and arrived about midnight within a quarter of a 
league of Cahors. It was in the month of June, 
an exceflive heat and violent thunder, but without 
rain. He ordered us to halt in a plantation of wal¬ 
nut trees, where a fountain of running water fer- 
ved to quench our thirft. It was in this place that 
the King of Navarre fettled the order of his march, 
and of the whole attack. Two petardiers belong¬ 
ing to the Vifcount de Gourdon, the principal author 
of this enterprife, ftconded by ten foldiers, the moft 
refolute in the King’s guards, marched before us, as 
being to open a paftage into the city. They were 
followed by twenty foot-foldieis, and thirty horfe 
of the King’s guards likewile, conducted by St. Mar- 

■f The river of Lot waibcs its walls. 

1 The fame who is mentioned in the beginning of this book. It 
is thought, that if he had not been flain in the attack, at the head 
of his people, the King of Navarre would not h^ve nude himfelf 
mailer of the place, 
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tin, their captain ; forty gentlemen, commanded by 
Pvoquelaure, and fixty ioldiers of the guard, com- 
pofed another body, and marched behind them. I 
was in this brigade. The King of Navarre, at the 
head of 200 men, divided into four bands, came 
after us. The remainder of his little army, which 
compofed a body of about 1000 or 1200 arquebu- 
liers, in fix platoons, clofed the march. 

There were three gates to force; which we made 
hafte to throw down with the petard, after that we 
made ufe of hatchets, the breaches being fo low, that 
the firft who entered could not do it but by creep¬ 
ing upon their bellies. At the noife of the petard, 
forty men armed and about 200 arquebufiers, ran 
almoft naked to difpute our entry : mean time the 
bells rung the alarm, and warned all to put them- 
felves in a pofture of defence. In a moment the 
houfes were covered with foldiers, who threw large 
pieces of wood, tiles, and hones upon us, with re¬ 
peated cries of “ Charge, kill them ” We found 
that it had been long determined to receive us 
warmly. It was neceffary, therefore, at firft, to 
fuftain a fhock, which lafted above a quarter of an 
hour, and was not yet lefs terrible. I was thrown 
to the ground by a large ftone that was thrown out 
of a window ; but I raifed myfelf by the aid of the 
Sieur de la Bertichere, arid La-Trape. We advan¬ 
ced very little, becaufe frefh platoons every mo¬ 
ment fucceeded to thofe that we repulfed; info- 
much that before we gained the great fquare, we 
had endured more than twelve battles. My cuifes 
. being loofened in the buftle, I was wounded in the 
left thigh. When arrived at the place, we found 
barricadoes, which we muft demolifh with infinite 
difficulty, all the while expofed to the continual 
difcharge of the artillery, which they had foi*med 
into a battery. 

The King of Navarre continued at the head of 
his troops during all thefe attacks: he had two 
Vol.I. I pikes 


66 M EMGIRS Book I. 

pikes broken, and his armour was marked in many 
places by the fire and blows of the enemy. We 
had already performed enough to hare gained a 
great victory ; but to fee all that remained to be 
done, one might fay we had not yet begun ; the 
city being of vaft circumference, and filled with fo 
great a number of foldiers, that, in comparifon of 
them, we were but a handful. At every crofsway 
we had a new combat to fuftain and at every ftone 
boufe a new efcalade to make ; the ground was fo 
well defended, that the King of Navarre had occa- 
fion for all his men, and we had no time to take 
breath 

It will fcarcely be credited, that five days and 
five nights palled completely in this violent exercife. 
During all this time, not one of us durft quit his pofl 
for a fingle moment, take nourifhment, but with his 
arms in his hand, or fleep, except for a few mo¬ 
ments leaning againft the fliops. With fatigue, with 
faintnefs, with the weight of our arms, and with the 
exceffive heat, wounds confpired to deprive us of 
what remained of our ftrength. Not one of us but 
had his feet fo fcorched and full of blood, that it 
was impoffible for us to fupport ourfelves. 

The citizens, who fuffered none of our inconve- 
niencies, and who became more and more fenfible 
of the fmalnefs of our numbers, far from talking 
of furrendering, thought of nothing but protract¬ 
ing the fight till the arrival of fuccours, which were 
faid to be very near : they fent forth great cries, 
and animated themfelves by our obftinacy. How¬ 
ever poorly they defended themfelves, they did e- 
nough to oblige us to keep upon our guard, which 
was to complete our misfortunes. In this extremi¬ 
ty, the principal officers gathered about the King, 
and advifed him to affemble as many men as pofii- 
ble about his perfon, and open to himfelf a retreat. 
They redoubled their inftances upon the rumour 
which was fpread, and which was alfo true, that 

the 
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the fuccours expected by the enemy were arrived at 
the bar, and would be fo foon in the city, that he 
would have but juft time to force the wall. But 
this brave prince, whom nothing could daunt or 
inti nidate, fuppreffing the pain which he felt from 
his wounds, turned to them with a fmiling counte¬ 
nance, and an air of intrepidity which he infpired 
into the weakeft, and contented himfelf with an- 
fwering, “ It is pronounced above what muft be- 
iC come of me upon this occafton. Remember ye, 
“ that my retreat out of this city, without having 
“ fecured one to my party, Ihall be the retreat of 
“ my foul from my body. My honour is too much 
“ concerned to a<ft otherwife. bo let no one fpeak 
cc to me more but of fighting, of vanquilliing, or 
“ of dying.” 

Reanimated by thefe words, and the example of 
fo brave a leader, we began again to make new ef¬ 
forts ; but, in all appearance, we had all been 
worfted in the end, without the arrival of Chouppes, 
whom the King had the precaution to fend for be¬ 
fore the attack. He apprehended the danger of 
the King, and made a paftage into the city, with 
5 or 600 foot, and 100 horfe, marching over the 
belly of the enemies, who wanted to obftrudl his 
paftage. As foon as he joined us, we marched to¬ 
gether to the bar, where the enemies fuccours were 
forcing their entrance. All this quarter, which 
held out hitherto, was forced ; and when we had 
made ourfelves mafters of the parapets and towers, 
it was not difficult to oblige the enemies without to 
abandon their enterprife, and retire : after which, 
the inhabitants not finding themfelves the ftrongeft, 
laid down their arms. The city was entirely pil¬ 
laged : my good fortune made a fmall iron cheft 
fall into my hands, in which I found 4000 crowns 
in gold. In the detail of an action fo hot, fo long, 
and fo glorious for the young prince that conduced 
I % it, 
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it *, I am obliged to fupprefs a number of circum- 
ftances, and particular actions, both of the King 
and his officers, which would appear almoft to be 
fables. 

The King of Navarre returned to Montauban, 
after having left Cabrieres ± governor in Cahors. 
Moreover, he defeated two or three fquadrons be¬ 
longing to the Marechal de Biron’s army, who was 
obliged to ffiut himfelf up in Marmande. To be 
more within reach, the King of Navarre took up 
his refidence at Tonneins; from whence there fol¬ 
lowed an infinitude of little attacks, the foldiers of 
Marechal de Bit on making inroads every day into 
the enemy’s country. Henry one day ordered Le- 
fignan, at the head of five and twenty gentlemen 
well mounted, of which number I was one, to ad¬ 
vance even to the gates of Marmande, as if to defy 
them : which was very ordinary. He made us be 
followed by joo mulketeers, who clapped down on 
the fhore of a rivulet not far from us ; and the 
King, with 300 horfe, and two companies of his 
guards, concealed himfelf in a wood a little diftant. 
Our orders were to fire our piftols only, to endea¬ 
vour to take any of the foldiers whom we fhould 
End without the walls, and to retire towards the 
body of mulketeers the moment they fhould begin 
to purfue us. Thefe orders we executed, how foon 
we faw ourfelves ready to be attacked by 100 horfe, 
who came out of the city Thefe cavaliers called, 
to us to wait them, in a manner infulting enough. 
An officer of our troop, named Quafy, hearing 
himfelf defied by name, could not refrain from 
turning his bridle towards his challenger, whom he 
fliot dead : he loft himfelf his horfe, and regained 

* Other hiftorians agree, that this attack lafted five whole days, 
and that Hcmy IV. had a great many foldiers wounded there, and 
only 70 Oain. M. de Thou’s ’elation of this adVion is a little diffe¬ 
rent, but our Memoirs de erve mod: credit. 

*f* Confult D’Aubigne upon thefe expeditions, vol. 2. book 4. 

the 
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the body of his brigade on foot, when he was at¬ 
tacked by all the enemy’s party, irritated at the 
death of their comrade. We marched to his adift- 
ance, and immediately the hotted encounter enfued; 
during which one of our valets, feized with terror, 
fled, and carried the alarm to the King of Navarre, 
telling him, that we, and the whole party of foot, 
were put to the fword: A dory wholly without 
foundation. On the contrary, after lighting a few 
moments, the enemy feeing the body of foot, who 
came out of their ambufeade to fecond us, fearing 
a furprife, and iuppodng that the whole army would 
fall upon them, withdrew into the city. 

It was with great difficulty that they could re- 
drain the courage of Henry, who would fain have 
fallen upon the enemy’s army to revenge us, and to 
perilh glorioufly. But they made him luch pyeding 
indances to retire, that he confented to it at lad, 
though with regret. His adonifhment was great 
when he faw us return, and his grief dill greater 
for having credited counfellors too timid ; elpecial- 
ly when he faw Lefignan, who complained with a 
good deal of bitternefs for having been abandoned 
upon this occafion. As for me, I lod an horfe, 
which was killed under me. 

News greatly more difquieting added much to the 
chagrin of the King of Navarre. The Prince of 
Conde, not contented with having decoyed a part 
of his troops, and having openly feparated from 
his party, had drawn feveral towns of Dauphins 
and Languedoc into his intered, which he robbed 
from Henry to compofe a fovereignty for himfelf. 
Aiguefmortes and Pecsis he had engaged to Prince 
Cadmir, as a lecurity for the forces this prince had 
promifed: and, lad of all, he had lately poflefied 
himfelf of Fere * in Picardy ; the lofs of which the 

King 

# It was retaken immediately by the Marcchal de Matignon. In 
the Memoirs of the league there is a letter from (^Catherine to the 

Prince 
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King of Navarre could not regard with an eye of 
indifference. This prince, whofe army was already 
inferior to that of the Catholics, was (fill obliged to 
dilmember it. He difpatched Turenne, who foon 
difconcerted all the projects of the Prince of Conde. 
As for himfelf, being no longer able to keep the 
field before the :Vlarechal de Biron, he fhut himfelf 
up in Nerac; in which the ladies and court of Na¬ 
varre then were, always brilliant, notwithftanding 
the bad condition of the affairs of the King. 

This retreat give ffill another face to the war; 
it could neither be called a campaign nor a liege, 
but it was both together. Biron, juding the liege 
of this place to be an enterprife above his ftrength, 
fought only to alarm us, by furrounding it with all 
his troops; and the King of Navarre, tho’ blocked 
up in the city, did not however fail from time to 
time to fliew himfelf open in the held. The gates 
of the city being kept fhut by his orders, his ca¬ 
valry became of no ufe to him ; and our only re- 
fourfe was to alfemble in fmall parties, and Pally 
out by the private doors which were kept open, to 
attack the feparate detachments of the royalifts, 
fometimes under the beard of the whole army. I 
relumed my former condition of a private foldier, 
and mixing with the officers, made one in many of 
thofe bravadoes, in which there is neither honour 
nor glory to be acquired : they were therefore fe- 
verely condemned by the King of Navarre. When 
he was informed one day that I was wounded and 
taken by a party of the enemy, notwithstanding 
his anger, he fent Des-Champs and Dominge to 
refeue me if poflible ; and he exprefsly forbid me 
to go out of the city without his orders, giving me 
the names of rafli and prefumptuous, which I own 
I too much merited; for it is folly 7 and extrava¬ 
gance to precipitate one’s felf into a danger, from 

Priceof Conde, in which Hie thanks him for haying taken arms 
againft the court. 


which 
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which one cannot efcape but by a miracle. The 
Marechal de Biron made {hew of befieging jS'erac; 
but all ended in a few flight lkirmifhes, which the 
ladies fometimes beheld from the ramparts. The 
enemies general had fo little refpedl for them, that 
he ordered five or fix vollies of cannon * to be 
made, though he expected no advantage from it 
The King of Navarre did not, however, negleft 
to make himfelf matter of Monsegur. Milon, one 
of his captains, inclofed 500 weight of powder in 
a faucitte, which he found means to introduce into 
a common fliore, which ran into a ditch between 
the two principal gates; the end of the faucifTe, to 
which the fire was to be applied, remained hid in 
the grafs. When every thing was ready for the 
playing off this machine, the King permitted us to 
go and fee the effect, which was wonderful. One 
of the two gates was thrown into the midtt of the 
city, and the other lifty paces forwards into the 
fields. The vaults were all ruined, and the waif 
permitting a pailage to three men abreaft, the city 
was taken. The enemy feemed determined to re¬ 
take it, the King commanded me to fhut mylelf up 
in it, with forty gentlemen We thought of nothing 
but fortifying the place well with palliiadoes and in- 
trenchments, in the room of thofe the powder had 
demolifhed ; and this we performed without inter¬ 
ruption, notwithftanding the coqueluche f, a kind 
of current malady, with which we were greatly in¬ 
commoded, and myfelf more than all the others. At 
length we put the place in a condition to have no¬ 
thing to fear from the enemy. After which I 


* A ball of a cannon battered agairft a gate of the city, behind)' 
which was the Queen of Navarre. At the pvace, Ihe procuicd the 
government of Guienne to be taken from this marechal. 

This diftemper feized them in the reins, the head, and particu¬ 
larly in the neck. Bleeding and purging were mortal i:. this malady. 
De Thou obferves alfo, ihat this difeuft was as it were ihe forerunner 
of a plague that carried off 40,000 people in Paris. Book 73. 
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returned to the King of Navarre, who, by the ca- 
refles with which he loaded me on this occafion, 
was deftrous of teaching me to make a juft diftinc- 
tion between military exploits that are authorifed 
by duty, and thofe where one hearkens to nothing 
but the dictates of tranfport and impetuofity. 

I faw with pleafure, that the heart of this prince 
daily declared in my favour, and that he gave to a 
natural inclination what he expelled to grant only 
to the recommendation which the Qiieen his mo¬ 
ther, when dying, had made of my perfon and of 
my fortune. Some flight fervices I did him this 
year, he rewarded by the charge of counfellor of 
Navarre, and chamberlain in ordinary, with 2000 
livres of appointments. There were none at this 
time more confiderable, and I was only nineteen 
years old. But the lire of youth made me commit 
a fault which deferved to have loft me for ever the 
good graces of this prince 

I flipped one night with Beauvais, the fon of the 
King of Navarre’s governor, and an officer named 
UfTeau, who quarrelled together, and being revi¬ 
ved to fight, intreated me to facilitate the means, 
and to keep their defigns fecret. Inftead of going 
forthwith to advertife the King, whofe whole at¬ 
tention was to hinder thefe combates, which a falfe 
point of honour made very common at this time, I 
had the imprudence to promife them both the one 
and the other; and having idly efTyed to reconcile 
them, I conduced them mvfelf to the meadow, 
where each gave the other a dangerous wound. 
The King of Navarre, who loved Beauvais, was ex¬ 
tremely irritated by the part I had in this affair ; 
and having lent to feek me, he told me with ‘in¬ 
dignation that I lorded it over the fovereign, even 
in his court, and that, if he did me juftice, I de¬ 
ferved to lofe my head. I might have effaced my 
fault by a Ample avowal: I added a fecond, ftill 
greater. Picqued at this prince’s threatening, Ian-' 

2 fwered 
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fwered inconfiderately, That I was neither his fub- 
jecf nor his vaflal. I threatened, in my turn, to 
quit his fervice; and this prince not anfwering my 
infolence but by jult contempt, I was going at this 
moment to feparate myfelf, and perhaps for ever, 
from the perfon of this good prince, if the prin- 
cefles had not undertaken to make my peace with 
the King ; who liftened to his friendfhip for me, 
and contented himfelf with making me fenlible of 
the hainoufnefs of my fault, by receiving me for 
fome time with a good deal of coldnefs. At length, 
when he was convinced, that the regret which I 
teftified to him was fincere, he refumed his former 
fentiments. This mark of goodnefs making me 
know how a prince fo mild ought to be ferved, I 
attached myfelf to him more ftrongly than before, 
and refolved from that inftant never to have any 
other matter. But I faw myfelf removed from him 
for fome time, by a promife imprudent enough, 
which I had made to the Duke of Alen$on. 



BOOK II. 


T HE Queen-mother, fertile in projects for the 
grandeur of her houfe *, and ftill more for 
her particular deligns, having loft hope of marrying 
her youngeft fon to the Queen of England, had 
turned all her views towards Flanders, of which 

* M. deThou, treating of this fubjeft, fays, (book 96.) that be¬ 
fore the crown of Poland was offered to the Duke of Anjou, Cathe¬ 
rine, a ho was refolved to make him a fovereign one way or other, 
had lent Francis dc Noailles to Selim, then Grand Signior, toafle the 
kingdom of Algiers tor th.s prince; Sardinia v\as to be added to it, 
which had been obtained from Spain, in ex hange for the kingdom of 
Navarre, which they bad promifed him the poffcflion of, and as an 
equivalent for the claim the King of Navarre had to this kingdom, 
ether eftates in France were to be given him. 
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ihe undertook to make him fovereign. She had at 
iirft made many ufelefs attempts upon the Dutch, 
who, believing they could appeafe the refentment 
of Spain f, by chuhng a mafter out of the houfe of 
Auftria, conferred that honour upon the Archduke 
Matthias, notwithftanding the powerful intrigues 
of Catherine. The Archduke was a weak prince, 
abfolutely deftitute of the qualities neceffary to a 
fovereign; efpecially upon this occalion, when it 
was fo requilite to play the hero. He became con¬ 
temptible, and rendered himfelf completely odious 
to the nobility, by preferring openly to all the 
Lords, the Prince of Orange f , whom he declared 
lieutenant-general of his armies. The Dutch, dif- 
gufted with this new mafter, thought of nothing 
more than to get rid of him. They caft their eyes 
upon Monlieur, as upon a prince capable of fup- 
porting them by himlelf, and by the powerful pro¬ 
tection of France. 

He was at Courtras when the deputies from the 
United Provinces came to make him their offer: he 
accepted it with joy, and only deferred his journey 
to the Low Countries till he could appear therewith 
a train fuitable to his birth. For this purpofe, he 
began earneftly to folicit the lords and gentlemen 
of diftinCtion in the King of Navarre’s retinue. The 
greateft part of the Catholics attached themfelves to 
him ; and the hopes of a folid and lafting peace, 
with which the Queen-mother took care to amufe 
the Proteftants, was the caufe that many of thofe 
alfo pfomifed to follow him. 

Fervaques and La-Rochepot, both of them my 
relations, engaged themfelves with him; and to make 
me of the party, they reprefented to me, that after 

■f The revolt of the United Provinces from Spain, the confecue-n- 
ces of whuh will be feen in the following part of the'e mimoi <, be¬ 
gan by an infmre&ion, and a confederacy formed there in J566, the 
defign of which was to hinder the efiabJifl-ment of the inquifition in 
thole countries. MSS. in the King’* library, vol. marked 9981. 

X William of Nafiau, Prince of Orange, 


the 


the lofs I had lately fuftained by the death of my 
father, 1 ought to be at pains to recover the luc- 
ceftion to the Vifcount de Gand, who had difinhc- 
rited me on account of my religion, and endeavour 
to get poflefiion of feveral other eftates in Flanders, 
to which my family could pretend, and which the 
protection of the new Sovereign could alone pro¬ 
cure me. To thefe motives they added, upon the 
part of Monfieur, apromifeof 12,000 crowns, to 
furnilli me with an equipage. I yielded to their 
felicitations, and pafted my word. By reafon of 
various conjunctures, it was a confiderable time be¬ 
fore that Monfieur could go into Flanders. At 
length all obftacles being removed # , and the Dutch 
redoubling their inftances, this prince reminding us 
of our engagement, fent us orders to join him. I 
went to take leave of the Kingof Navarre, and.had 
u long converfation with this prince upon my de¬ 
parture, and upon the fubjeCl of my journey. I 
have never fince thought of this conference, with¬ 
out being penetrated by the fentiments of genero- 
fity and affeCtion which he exprefted for me, nor 
without admiring the penetration of his ir ind, and 
the juftnefs of his conjectures. “ ’Tis by this 
“ ftroke,” (fai-d he, the moment I fpake of leaving 
him), “ that we fhall lofe you altogether; you are 
u going to become a Dutchman and a Papift.” I 
allured him that I would neither become the one 
nor the other, but that I niuft eternally reproach 
myfelf, if, for want of cultivating my relations, and 
to avoid a little trouble, I faw myfelf frufrrated of 
large eftates that might revert to me from the houfes 

* By the peace concluded at Fleix, a caftlc upon the Dordogne, 
between the King of Navarre and the Duke of Anjou. The Protc- 
ftants, to whom the laft war had not been favourable, contented to it 
without difficulty. The Duke of Anjou defired it with ardo.ur, in 
order to execute his defigns upon the Low Countries, ft was f>gne<l 
in the month of November. The articles were not made known, 
but were believed to be of little importance. The cities given for fe- 
curity weie to be kept by the Calvinifts lix years longer, 
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of Bethune, Melun, and Horn : that this confide- 
ration alone induced me to follow Monfieur, and 
only for a time ; after which I fwore to him, that 
nothing fhould be able to hinder me from following 
my inclinations, in attaching myfelf folely to his 
perfon; and that whenever he had the leaft need 
of me, I would quit Flanders upon his firfi: order. 
The King then entertained me with the predictions 
that had been made him, that he fhould one day be 
King of France : and I, in my turn, informed him, 
that a great fortune had been foretold me. I had 
for a long time the weaknefs to give fome credit to 
thefe. For the King of Navarre, who was of opi¬ 
nion that religion ought to infpire a contempt for 
thofe villanous prognofticators, as he called them ; 
he had within himfelf an oracle greatly more cer¬ 
tain ; it was a perfect knowledge of the perfon and 
character of Monfieur, and a iagacity which almofi: 
unveiled to him futurity “ He will deceive me,” 
faid he, if he ever fulfils the expectations that 
“ are conceived of him : he has fo little courage, 
€( a heart fo double and malignant, a body fo ill 
tf built, fo little gracefulnels in his countenance, 
<c and fo much aukwardnefs in all kinds of exer- 
cifes, that I cannot perfuade myfelf he will ever 
“ do any thing that is great.” The King of Na¬ 
varre had leifure to know this prince thoroughly, 
during the time that they were kept prifoners toge¬ 
ther. His memory at this moment recollected an 
infinitude of circumftances which gave him room 
to conjecture, that he would infallibly mifearry in a 
defign fo noble andfo hazardous. He toldme, that 
Monfieur happened to fling himfelf againft the pil¬ 
lar in running the ring ; and in managing his horfe, 
he was thrown fo clumfily, that his'equery could 
not fave him the fhame of fo aukward a fall, but • 
by cutting haftily and fubtilly the reins of his horfe: 
that he Succeeded no better in dancing, hunting, 
or any other exercife ; and that, inftead of acknow- 


i 5 Si. OF SULLY, 77 

ledging thefe natural defeats, and of effacing them 
in fome manner by any degree of modcfty and inge¬ 
nuity, he fecretely hated all who were more favoured 
by nature than himfelf The King of Navarre was 
in a ftate to bear good teffimony; the preference 
the ladies gave him in every thing to the brother 
of the King, hi rivalihip with this prince in the fa¬ 
vour of Madam de Sauves *, and fuch-Iike court- 
adventures, had rendered him the object of Mon- 
lleur's jealoufy. 

All thefe particularities with which-he entertain¬ 
ed me, little coniiderable in themfelves, have ceafed 
to appear fo to me, when I reflect that all the views 
of the King of Navarre were perfectly juftihed by 
the event He ended with telling me, that he well 
forefaw Catherine had formed a defign to exter¬ 
minate the Proteftant party ; and that he fhould in 
a little have occafion for his faithful fervants : fay¬ 
ing thefe words, he embraced me, and wifhed me 
i a happier journey than our leader’s was likely to 
be. I threw myfelf at his feet, and killing his hand, 
protefted, that I was ready to fhed the laft drop of 
my blood in his fervice. I went alfo to pay my re- 
fpedb to the Queens; after which I took poll for 
Rofny. 

From hence I fent Maignan, my equerry, to Pa¬ 
ris to buy me fome horfes. I have never lince had 
any that equalled two which he brought me. One 


* She made this name well known by her gallantries. One night, 
fays Matthieu, (vol. i. b.7. p.409.), when the Duke of Alenjon 
was with her, the King of Navarre laid a fnare for him, fo that as he 
came out, he fell againft fomething in his way, and hurt one of his 
eyes. The next day the King of Navarre meeting him, exclaimed, 
“ Ah, my God ! your eve! your eye ! what accident lias befallen 
“ you ?” The Duke anfwered haftily, u It is nothing : a fmall mat- 
“ ter furpiifes you.” The other continuing to bemoan him, the 
Duke being offended, advanced, and feigning to jeft, whifpered in 
his ear, “ Wnoever thall fay I have got it where you imagine, I will 
** make him a liar.” Sativray and Du Ghaft hindered them from 
fighting. 
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of them was a Spanifh horfe; he was quite black, 
except a white fpot on his right buttock. The o- 
ther was a horfe of Sardinia, to whom nature had 
given an inffinct to defend his rider; for he rolled 
his eyes, andfprung upon the enemy with his mouth 
open, never quitting him till he had thrown him 
to the earth. 

Part of the lands belonging to Monfieur extend¬ 
ing to the neighbourhood of llofny, I took occa- 
lion to avail myfelf of the offer which this prince 
had made me, and demanded the remainder of a 
wood to make my beff of. This produced a fum 
of 40,000 francs, with which, in fifteen days, I 
fitted out my whole troop It was compofed of 
eighty gentlemen and upwards, fome of whom fol¬ 
lowed me dilintereltedly, and others received front 
me a penfion of : 00 livres at moft. With this re¬ 
tinue I went to join Monfieur, who waited for us 
in his caftleof La-Fere, in Tartenois ; from whence, 
after fome time fpent in deer-hunting, we marched 
towards St. Quentin where all his troops were af- 
fembled. 

The Prince of Parma * fiirrounded Cambrav with 
his whole army, and kept it blocked up. This af¬ 
forded an occalion for the braveft amongft us to 
fignaiize thvmfelves, and every one wifhed to com¬ 
mand the firft party that fhould be fent to recon¬ 
noitre This honour fell to me, by the difpofition 
into which Fervaques, the quartermafter-general, 
who was my friend and relation, had put the army; 
it procured me, however, no advantage : for I re¬ 
turned without having taken one prifoner, the be- 
fiegerskeeping all clofe behind their lines, although 
I palled near enough to fuffain feveral difcharges. 
The Vifcount Turenne felt a fecret joy, becaufe I 
had refufed the offer he made to join me, if I would 
wait till the day after. He chofe out too gentle¬ 
men, with whom he advanced towards Cambray, 

* Alexander Farnefc, Duke of Parma. 

flattering 
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flattering himfelf that he fliould not make a fruit- 
lefs attempt. The event did not anfwer : this fine 
troop had the misfortune to he defeated by 80 or 
10 o men of the regiment of M. de Roubaisf of 
the houfe of Melun, who ferved in the enemy’s 
army; ten or twelve of our party were made prifon- 
ers among others Ventadour, and the Vifcouat 
Turenne himfelf. 

MOnlieur advanced, however, with an intention 
to give battle to the enemy’s general. But he had 
pofted himfelf fo advantageoufly, that we durft not 
attempt to force him ; and the following night he 
raifed the blackade, and retired towards Valen¬ 
ciennes, without loflng a fingle foldier, and leaving 
moreover the p ifies behind him fo fecurely guard¬ 
ed, that he did not fear being overtaken. Monfieur 
entered Cambray, and was received with magni¬ 
ficence by the governor, whofe name wa sD'Incby. 
Chateau-Cambrefis refufed to funender, and was 
taken by affault. Monfieur who wanted at fjrft to 
give marks of a gentlenefs that might conciliate af¬ 
fection towards him, forbid, under the fevereft pe¬ 
nalties, violence againft the fex who are the mifer- 
able victims of war ; and fearing that thefe orders 
would not be more capable to reftrain the brutality 
of the foldiery than ihe plague with which the tort 
was infeCted,he gave them the churches for an afy- 
lum, and placed guards about them. A \ery beau¬ 
tiful young girl tlnew herielf into my arms as 1 was 
walking in the ftreets, and holding me faft, con¬ 
jured me to guard her from fome foldiers, who, 
lhe faid, had concealed themfelves when they per¬ 
ceived me. I encouraged her, and offered myielf 

f Robert de M.-lun, Marquis of Rou t ais. The Vrfount Tu- 
ren e's defig » was to throw himfelf int. Cambray. See 1 is M..mo rs, 
p. 311. et leqq. It is obfervcd there, that he (.hole ra her t fur- 
render himfelf prifonerto the Prince de Robecq e, * entralol the Spa¬ 
nish cavalry, than to the King of Spain: which was the caufe t at 
he was detained two years and ten months; for Spain feared, n.at af¬ 
ter Robermie had received the money for T he Vifcotmt’s ranftrn, 
which was 50,000 crowns, he would quit its fervice. 
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to conduct her to the firft church. She told me 
Ihe had been there, but that they would not receive 
her, bccaufe it was known that lhe had the plague. 
I became cold as marble at this declaration, and 
anger renewing my ftrength, I thruft this girl from 
my arms, who expofed me to death, when llie had 
an argument to make herfelf be refpe&ed, which 
appeared to me unanfwerable ; and I betook myfelf 
to flight, expelling every moment to be feized with 
the plague. 

Monlieur having attacked the pafiages of Arleux 
and L’Eclufe, I took fomeprifoners there, whom I 
fent back without ranfom, when I underftood that 
they belonged to the Marquis de Roubais, my cou- 
fin. R.oubais, who was not ignorant of my rights 
to the eftates of the Vifcount de Gand, which he 
had ufurped, ill received this generofity “ By hea- 
“ ven,” faid he, “ thefe civilities are fair and 
“ good ; but if he was taken, he brings his ranfom 
“ with him. 0 This misfortune which I had room 
to fear would really have befallen me two days af¬ 
ter, at the attack of a wall, if Seffeval, by a very 
feafonable charge, had not extricated me from fig- 
nal danger. 

The Prince of Parma having divided his army in 
the Low Countries, Monlieur returned to Cam bray ; 
where he was guilty of an instance of perfidy to¬ 
wards D’Inchy, very little worthy of a great prince, 
all whofe words ought to be fo inviolable, that no 
perfon fhould have a thought of fufpe&ing him on 
the fcore of good credit. He invited himfclf to 
dine with this governor, who was at an exceflivc 
expence to receive him in the citadel, in a manner 
iuitable to his rank. He invited above fixty to at¬ 
tend this prince, whom he treated with equal great- 
nefs and magnificence. During the repafL he was 
told that Monfieur’s guards prefented themfelves at 
the gates. D’Inchy thinking he Ihould fail in an 
eJTential part of his reception of Monlieur, if he 
x fent 
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lent them back, gave orders for their admittance, 
and of all who might come on the part of that 
prince, who was, he laid, foie mailer in the caftle. 
lie fpoke more truth than he imagined. After 
thefe came others, fond after them more till 
this party finding itfelf the ftrongeft, Monlieur’s 
guards difarmed thole of M. D’Inchy, and feized 
upon the caftle. All this arrangement was the in¬ 
vention of Monfleur, who relied upon that fince- 
rity in the governor, with which he was himfelf 
unacquainted. When D’Inchy could no longer doubt 
of his misfortune, he complained bitterly to Mon- 
fieur, who anfwered him only with an infulting 
jeer at his Picardy accent, and obliged him to quit 
the caftle, which he gave to Balagny. He thought 
he made D’Inchy fufficient amends by the gift of 
the town and dutchy of Chateau-Thierry. But that 
gentleman, who perceived the difference between 
what was given him and what he had been de¬ 
prived of, refigned himfelf to defpair, and feek- 
ing death, found it foon after in a fkirmifh. 

After this Monfieur returned to France, not- 
withftanding the prayers of the inhabitants of the 
Low Countries to the contrary, who affured him, 
that after the taking of five or fix places, the only 
ones of any confequence, all Flanders would fub- 
mit to him. His defign was to make preparations 
for a voyage to England, whither he actually went 
a little time after. All our hiftorians have fpoken 
of the reception he met with from Queen Elifa- 
beth *, and of the nature of that engagement which 
he contracted with her; I fhall therefore fay no- 

* It is well known that the Queen of England allowed feveral of 
the princes of Europe to flatter themfelves in this manner with hopes 
of marrying her : and whether policy, or reafons purely natural, was 
the caufe that (he never came to any conclufion, is a queftion not 
hitherto decided. Monfleur went to England in the winter of, 1581 
and returned to Fianders the fpring following. See the detail of this 
vo\age, and of all the negotiations concerning the marriage at great 
length, in the Memoirs of Nevers, vol, 1^,474,—603, 
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thing, though I accompanied him in this voyage. 
From England Vlontieur again returned to Zealand, 
flattered .with a thou land agreeable hopes. He 
came to Lillo, and afterwards to Antwerp, where 
he was crowned Duke of Brabant by the Prince of 
Orange, aflifled by the Prince Dauphin, -and all 
the nobility of the Low Countries, who difplayed 
their joy in- a thoufand fhapes. This affection of 
the Dutch for Monfieur was of very fhort conti¬ 
nuance. The Prince of Orange, the only perfon 
who was ftill more beloved by the people than he, 
being wounded in his chamber at Antwerp by a 
piftol bullet the populate, who thought none 
but the French could be accufed of thisadlion, mu¬ 
tinied, and would have put- them all to the lword. 
Monfieur could find no fecurity but in taking re¬ 
fuge in the houfe of the wounded. When the true 
caufe of this alia 111 nation was difcovered f, there 
wCre no excufes or fatisfodlions which the bur- 
gefles did not make to Monlieur for the injuliice 
of their fufpicions, and the revolt they had occa¬ 
sioned. But this outrage remained deeply imprefled 
on the heart of Monfieur. He vowed within him- 
felf to revenge it in a lignal manner. The Prince 
of Orange was not a man that could be eafily de¬ 
ceived : he began from that moment to be upon 
his guard; for he read in the heart of the Prince, 
his refcntment, and the invenomed hatred which 
he bore to all Proteftants in general. 

As for me, I had already received proofs of it 
perfonally, which, added to other fubje&s of com¬ 
plaint that Monfieur gave me, difgufted me totally 

* March iS. 1582. by J *nn dejaureguy. The ball went quire 
through his j <w. The aftafiio was taken by the foldiers of the 
Prince of Orange, who r-fhed in at the noife, juft as he was draw¬ 
ing his poinari to difpa ch him. Cbron. Fiafecki . 

*f- By the papers that were found in his p >cket, he was known to 
be a Spaniam. This it was that appe fed tne penpb, who ' ‘-re re dv 
to put all th Frcrch to ^he fword. Mm. d'Aub t/ry Mau ler. The 
people ran abont t >e ftree:. crying, Behold, this is the marriage ot 
Paris, let us kill thefe mafLcrcrs. Man bleu, vol. 1, book 7. in jin. 
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at his fervice. I had at.firft attached m\ ftlf folely 
to his perl'on, and to pleafe him I ipart-d neither 
labour nor expence: I believed therefore that I 
might talk to him or my pretentions ro the fuc- 
ceffion of the Vifcount de Gand, for it depended 
upon him to make tliis eftate fall to me. He be¬ 
came cold upon this proportion ; he made ufe of 
delays ; but at laft he came to a determination, and 
one day that I redoubled my inftances, he told me 
very cavalierly, that he could not gratify two per¬ 
sons at a time ; and that my coutin the Prince of 
T.pinoy had obtained, without trouble, what had 
cod: me lb much afliduity. There was fomething 
in this aniwer greatly more poignant than the rc- 
fufal itfelf: I was fentibly ftruck .with it; and, a 
few days after, I knew for certain what lhare his 
Proteftant officers and I had in his heart, when I 
heard him fay publicly, that he had juft banillied 
from his council D’Avantigny, the laft of the Hu¬ 
guenots to whom he would confide his fecrets, and 
that this made him greatly ateafe. From that time 
I bethought myfelf of quitting this ungrateful 
prince; and waiting an occaiion of returning into 
France, I attached myfelf to the Prince of Orange, 
in whom I found all that was wanting in Monfieur. 
I remember, a few days before the treachery of 
Antwerp, being at this prince's palace with Sainte- 
Aldegonde, and a minifter named Fitters ; he faid 
to us, {peaking of Monfieur and the.Catholics, who 
governed him, 44 Thefe people have deiigns perni- 
“ cious both for themfelves and us, in which, it is 
44 my opinion, they will not find their account. 
44 I intreat you, Sir," added he, turning to me, 
44 not to remove yourfelf from my lodging." He 
thought juftly ; and his diligence finilhing what his 
forefight had begun, Monfieur fullered the double 
fliame of unfuccefsful treachery *. 

Having 

* About that time the fame attempt was made*, by Monfieur's or- 
L 2 der«, 
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Having aflembled his army in the plain, he went 
out of Antwerp one day of the month of Febru¬ 
ary. under the pretence of making a review, and 
ordered his foldiers to enter the city again by thofc 
gates that were at his difpofal, and to make them- 
felves mafters of it by armed force* Accordingly 
his men threw themfelves into Antwerp, as into a 
city carried by affault, crying out, “ Slaughter, 
“ daughter, the city is gained ; the mafs for ever.” 
But the triumph was of Ihort duration. The Prince 
of Orange, who watched all the motions of Mon- 
iieur, gave fuch good orders every where, or ra¬ 
ther made thole he had long before given to be fo 
well executed, that Monlieur’s foldiers were repul- 
fed, cut in pieces, or almoft all precipitated. For 
terror having once fpread among them, thofe who 
could not get out by the gates, which the great 
number of carcafes had obdru<Sted, threw them¬ 
felves from the top of the walls. I had mounted 
my horfe two hours after noon, to go and join 
Moniieur in the field. I was not yet gone out of 
the city, when I heard the firft fhouts cf the alfail- 
ants, and almofi: in the fame inftant met the Prince 
of Orange, who defired me and fome other French 
gentlemen of the Reformed religion, who were 
with me, to retire to his lodgings. As Frenchmen 
we run the greateft rifle in the city at this moment ; 
as Huguenots, we were in no led imminent hazard 
from the French army, if it continued in pofleflion 
of the city. We followed his counfel, and law him 
not again till after he had perfectly re eteblillied 
the peace of the town. Ali the trouble that he 
gave himfelf to appeafe the Flemifh, and to make 
them forget a ftep fo inexcufable, is a proof that 
he was induced with regret, and in his perfonal de¬ 
fers, on the principal cities of Handers; the pr-ieft feccedtd upon 
Dunkirk, Dixmude, and Dendermonde, but failed Upon Bruges, O- 
ftend, Nieueort, S-c. Pe Thcu, book 77. The Duke of Montpcn- 
f.er and the Marechal de Biron made ufe of all their e Torts in vain to 
illTiude IVI&nfieur from this enterprife. Ivlatthicu, ibid. 
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fence, to an action of which no Frenchman difap- 
proved. It was not his fault, that the Proteftant 
party in Flanders was not reconciled to Monlicur: 
and as for us, after knowing that it was our in¬ 
tention to join this prince, he put us into a condi¬ 
tion to do it without danger. 

We found him greatly embarraffecl in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Mechlin, of which the inhabitants, by 
opening their fluicec, had made one vail marilli. 
Four or live thoufand foot at leaf!, and as many 
liorfe of Monfieur’s army, perilhed there with cold 
and hunger, in a very rigorous feafon. Monlicur, 
however, abode five or lix months in Flanders af¬ 
ter this fatal enterprife : but his army had been fo 
conliderably diminifhed, the remainder was fo 
wretched, the cities were fo well upon their guard, 
and, .to complete the misfortune, the Prince of Par¬ 
ma returned fo fuperior, that Monfieur was at lafb 
obliged to go back to France with the Duke de 
Montpenfier, and the Marechal de Biron, leaving 
nothing of himfelf in all the Low Countries but the 
remembrance of a name juftly deteftable. 

Wo to every prince fo imprudent as not to be 
able to conceal his hatred againft them whofe fer- 
vice is neceffary to him. But let us fay once for 
all, to the advantage of virtue, that, every thing 
rightly confidered, it moft infallibly warrants the 
fuccefs of great enterprifes. Wifd m, equity, good 
difeipline, order, courage, good fortune, all things 
which beget one another, in the order in which 
they are here marked, are manireftly the whole con¬ 
catenation of actions of men truly great. The pro¬ 
cedure of thole who unjuftiy fet themfelves off with 
this comely name, offer, on the contrary, nothing 
but temerity and obftinacy, the companions of blind 
ambition ; an intoxication of their power, a vain 
confidence in their talents, a prefumpdon upon their 
good fortune ; all effefls of flattery, which ordi¬ 
narily fubjetts no perfons fo imperioufly as thofb 

pre- 


pretended heroes who believe themfelves born to 
liibject the whole univerfe. 

1 had no mind to quit Flanders without feeing 
the places which gave birth to my anceftors. i 
took a palsport from the Count of Barlaymo-nt, and 
came to Bafsee, to the houfe of Madam de Maftin, 
my aunt. She received me as a nephew whom fhe 
had cbfinherited, becaufe he neither believed in God 
nor in his faints, and bccaufe he worfhipped none 
but the devil. This was the notion Father Sil- 
vefter, a Cordelier, a famous preacher, and the di- 
retftor of this lady, had judged proper to give her 
of all the Proteftants ; and Hie believed him upon 
liis word. vShe carried me to fee an abbey that fhe 
had founded ; and as fhe was fliewing me the tombs 
of fome of my anceftors, which fhe had caufed 
to be erected there, lhe thence took occafion to 
fpeak to me of my faith. If I were furprifed to 
hear her utter the reveries that Father Silvefter had 
put into her head, fhe was not lefs, when, to un¬ 
deceive her, I recited the creed a. d all the prayers 
which are in common to us with the Roman Ca¬ 
tholics. I he fentiments of nature awakened in 
the foul of this lady with thofe of realon : lhe had 
never been wanting with regard to me but out of 
her downright honefty. She embraced me with 
tears in her eyes, and promifed me not only that 
fhe would afltire me of all her eftates, but all'o that 
lhe would make thofe of the Vifcount de Gand to 
be reftored to me. She fpoke Imcerely : doubdefs 
Father Silvefter found reafons ftitl better todrffuade 
the efted: of her good intentions ; for nothing of 
all that flie promifed was ever executed. 

I had above all a particular defire to fee the city 
of Bethune, the country and ancient inheritance 
of my anceflors, who poflefled there for a long 
time very confiderable eftates The treachery Mon- 
fieur had ufed with the city of Antwerp, rendered 
all die other cities of the Low Countries fufpicious. 
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They would not fuller me ro enter Bethune till after 
I had ihewn my pafiport, declined my name, and 
convinced them I came from Madam de Maftin ; 
which produced an e tie cl that I little expeCled I 
had taken the road to an inn, whole llgn was the 
coronet of the family of Bethune, when 1 faw co¬ 
ming towards me a platoon of armed men, that 
gave me fome apprehenlion. It was, however, the 
burgefies of the city, who, full of refpeft for the 
blood of their ancient Lords, no fooncr knew who 
I was, than they thought it proper to pay me all 
poflible honours, and brought me a prefent of wine, 
baked meats, and other refections. I did not leave 
this city till after I had vifited exadlly, and exami¬ 
ned with fecret pleafure, all the public and particu¬ 
lar monuments which preferved to pofterity the re¬ 
membrance of the benefits iny anceftors had con¬ 
ferred on this city, and its gratitude for them. 

Flanders having nothing more to detain me, I 
returned to France, and took the direCt road to 
Rofny, where I fcarce halted. I fet out for Guy- 
enne, full of joy to meet again the King of Na¬ 
varre after fo long an abfence. This prince recei¬ 
ved me in a manner that left me no room to doubt 
but he was fenfibly pleafed at my return. He in¬ 
clined I fhould relate all my adventures, and thole 
of Monfieur. “ Well,” faid he tome, after I had 
done, “ is not this the accomplifhment of all I told 
<4 you of this prince at Coutras? but the Vifcount 
“ de Turenne, whom I difiauded as much as pof- 
c< Hble from following him, has managed his mat- 
“ ters flill worfe than you ” 

The expedition of Monfieur into the Low Coun¬ 
tries had irritated the King of Spain to fuch a de¬ 
gree, as to make him cndcavou* to gain the King of 
Navarre’s friendfhip, and o ( ibr him his fuccours 
for renewing the war with the royalifls of France. 
This proportion he received at Hagemau, whither 
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he had gone to vifit the Countefs of Guiche*; for 
his paffion for this lady was then at its height. The 
diffidence Henry had of all that came to him from 
Spain, and his natuial antipathy againfl that court, 
prevented his giving any credit to it. I will not 
take upon me to anfwer for the hncerity of the 
Spaniards in all the offers which were made him at 
different times by Bernardin de Mandoce, the Che¬ 
valier Moreau, and Calderon. I believe, however, 
there were moments in which the King of Spain 
dealt faithfully with the King of Navarre f, and 
this might be of that number. But be that as it 
will, the King of Navarre gave no anfwer to this 
proportion, and only made ufe of it to convince 
the King and Queen-mother of the purity of his 
intentions. He lent me to Paris, to inform them 
of this ftep of Spain. 

There was no longer almoft any fuch thing as 
fpeaking to the King. This prince having retired 
to Vincennes, was inacceffible to all but his mi¬ 
nions and the miniffers of his pleafures. I expe&ed 
to have been introduced to him by the Queen of 
Navarre; for this princefs, whofe humour could 
not lympathife with that of the King her hufband. 


* Diana, or Corifande Dandoins, Vifcountefs of Lovigny, &c."wife 
and afterwards widow, of Philibert Count of Grammont. In the 
cbfervations upon the amours of A cand. r the Great, this kdy is 
faid to have fent Henry IV. 23 or 24.C00 Gafcons, levied ai her own 
expence. It i : a!fo mentioned there, that {he had a fon named An¬ 
tony, whom that piince offered to acknowledge for Ids own; but the 
young mail replied, that he chofe rather to he confidered as a gentle¬ 
man than the baftard of a King, journal of Henry Ill’s reign, p.270. 

*[■ That which induced him to believe this, was, that to this letter • 
of the King ot Spain’s, preferred to the King of Navarre by the 
Chevalier Mme: u, or the Cmimander Motiec, as Davila calls 
him, book 2. was added an offer of 50,000 crowns a month, made 
by the fame Chevah. r, on the frontier of Bearn, to mantain the 
Kir.,, of Navarie’s army, provided he would make war upon France. 
Mem. of the league, vol, 5, 
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had now* left him to return to the court of France : 
but I learned from Madame de Bethune, that /lie 
was in no better intelligence with the Queen her 
mother, and the King her brother. 1 had re- 
courle to Madam de Sauves, who procured me an 
audience of Catherine. The affair appeared to her 
of confequence; fhe fpoke of it to the King, and 
a negotiation was begun there. I even obtained 
from his Majefty a credential letter for the King of 
Navarre; but what reliance could one have on the 
1 efolutions of a court, where, it would feem, they 
took never a good hep that was net immedi tely 
repented of? The Queen-mother judged it proper 
to make no other ufe of the King of Navarre’s con¬ 
fidence, than to enter into a ftrifter union with 
Spain ; as this prince came to know by the re¬ 
proaches the King of Spain made him, for having 
betrayed his fecret. 

One confequence of this reconcilement with 
Spain, was the bad reception Monfieur met with 
from the King upon his return from Flanders, which 
occafioned his retiring to Chateau-Thierry, op- 
preffed with chagrin. As l was now unemployed 
at home, whether I had retired after feeing my de¬ 
putation mifearry, a motive of curiofity led me to 
vilit Monfieur at Chateau-Thierry. I imagined his 
bad fortune might have made him v/ifer ; but it 
had only abated his pride. He received me with 
fo many civilities, that judging they could not come 
but from fome principle of intereft, I immediately 
concluded, he had fome great defigns in his head. 
I no longer doubted it when I heard the magnifi¬ 
cent offers made me in his name by Aurilly, who 

* From tha* time they always lived feparate, notwithftand'ng the 
reproaches which Henry III. often made the King of Navarre on 
that fuHjedd, and upon fome others that are mentioned by L'Etoile, 
One day, when the latter receded fome very fharp letters from Hen¬ 
ry 111 . lt The King,” faid he, “ in all his letters, honours me great- 
“ Iv ; for by the fir ft he calls me C-, and by the lull the fon of 
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had procured me the honour of killing his hand. 
Through projects with which Moniieur * was in¬ 
toxicated, I could difcover at the bottom of his 
heart a melancholy and fecret bitternefs that de¬ 
voured him, and which nothing could difpel. It 
was the beginning of that languor which fome time 
after terminated by death his ambitious proje&sj*. 

At my return to Paris, I received an order from 
the King of Navarre to attend him upon important 
affairs. He was meditating to difconcert, if pof- 
fible, all the meafure of the league, the great fcope 
of which this ingenious prince early apprehended. 
He needed a man of confidence at court to itudy 
all its motions: and it was to charge me with this 
employment, that he had commanded my attend¬ 
ance. He communicated his reflections to me, 
gave me all the neceffary inftructions, and when I 
went to take leave of him, embracing me feveral 
times, he faid, “ My friend, remember that the 
“ principal quality in a man of true courage and 
“ worth, is to keep his word inviolably ; in that 
ie which I have given to you, I will never fail.” I 
was not to feek for a pretext to authorife this fe- 
cond journey to Paris. This favour in which I had 
left my two young brothers at court made it 

very 


* Mnnfieur took the titles of Son of France, by the grace of God, 
Duke of LAuthier, of Brabant, Luxemburg, Gu lderland, Alencon. 
Anjou, Tourain, Berry, Evreux, and Chateau-Thierry ; Count of 
Flankers, of Holland, Zealand, Zulpbcn, Maine, Pcrche, Mante, 
Meulan, and Beaufort; Marquis of tbe holy P.oman empire ; Lord of 
Frielland and Mechlin 5 Defender cf the Bdgic liberty. Hercules was 
the name that was given him at his baptifm $ but when it was con¬ 
firmed, it was changed to Francis. 

There is not any hiftorian who doubts that he died by poifon. 
His blood ran through ail his pores, as if every vein had been burft, 
De Thou, book 78. This was, fay the Memoirs of Nevers, for ha¬ 
ving lain with La-, who made him fmell a poifoned nofegay. 

Ibid. p. 163. BuHbeq. p. 33.35. 

J Solomon a d Philip de Belhune. The firft, as eldtft, was called 
'Boron of R(fnv } and was governor frt Mante. The lecor.d has formed 

the 
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very plaufible. They began to give jealoufy to the 
minions. The King already made them of his 
parties of devotion, which was a ftep fpeedily to 
arrive at the greateft familiarity. However, I learn¬ 
ed, on my arrival, that they were difgraced; the 
reafon of which I did not know till a long time af¬ 
ter, and it is of the number of thofe things that 
ought to be parted over in filence f. This did not 
hinder me from entering upon my new function at 
Paris, and the court. I gave the King of Navarre 
exadl intelligence of all that palled there, that he 
might take the meafures moft fuitable to the Hate 
of his affairs. 

Engaged in this new kind of life, which obliged 
me, by the nature of the occupations in which I 
was taken up, to frequent the court, to mingle in 
the moft brilliant companies of the city, to take 
part in their amufements, their pleafures, their idle- 
nels; in the flower and ftrength of my age, it will 
naturally be expected that I paid the ordinary tri¬ 
bute to love. I became defperatelv enamoured of 
the daughter of the Prefident de St. Mefmin, one 
of the moft beautiful perfons in France 

At firft I wholly abandoned myfelf to a paflion, 
the beginnings of which are fo delightful ; and 
when I would have relifted it afterwards, by reflect¬ 
ing that this alliance was not convenient forme, I 
found this reflection very feeble againft the regards 
of this whole family for me, the friendfhip of a 
refpeCtable father, and the charms of a miftrefs that 
merited affeCtion. I fhould have had great difficul¬ 
ty to have broken this chain by my own ftrength. 
La-Fond * propefed to me, for my diverfion, to 

the branch of the Counts of Sellcs and Charoft. By attaching them- 
Lives to the perfan and party of the K ng of France, they bot„ abju¬ 
red the Protedant religion, in which they had been educated. 

■f Thofe who are cuiious to know it, need only confult the confef- 
fion of Sancy, chap, 7. 

* La-Fond was his valet de chambre. He is mentioned in another 
place. 
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vifit Mademoifelle de Courtnay f, whom lie wilhed 
me to feek, as being of a party more convenient 
for me in all refpeCts. I law her, and internally 
approved this choice ; blit Mademoifelle de St. MeL 
min foon deftroved all thefe wife reflections. 

I came one day to fleep at Nogent upon the 
Seine, having with me this fame La-Fond, and fome 
other perfons. Thither a Angular chance had con¬ 
ducted Mademoifelle de St. Mefmin, and Mademoi¬ 
felle de Courtenay, which I learned the moment I 
alighted at the inn. The conjuncture was the mod 
delicate, and I judged that there was no way of 
getting clear but by breaking for ever with her of 
the two ladies to whom I fhould refufe my flilt vi¬ 
fit and afllduities. There is no management nor 
add refs that can in fuch a cafe fatisfy two women at 
once. 

The young filter of St. Mefmin came down at 
this moment, and found me in a revery, as a man 
who fought to reconcile reafon with love. She per¬ 
ceived it; and my embarraflinent affording her 
a fine field for the vivacity of her fpirit, lhe endea¬ 
voured to draw me to her lifter’s feet ; when La- 
Fond approaching me, whifperedin my ear, u Turn 
“ to the right, Monfieur : there you will find 

riches, a royal extraction, and full as muchbeau- 
“ ty, when it lhall have attained to the age of per- 

feCtion.” Thefe two loofe words leafonably re¬ 
called my reafon, and fixed my irrefolution. I 
agreed, that 1 a-Fond gave me good counfel, and 
that the only difference as to beauty between Made¬ 
moifelle de Courtenay and her rival, was, that 
the one held me upon the fcore of charms, which 
a year or two more promifed the other. I excufed 
myfelf from going to fee Mademoifelle de St. Mef- 

+ Anne de Courtenay, youngeft daughter of Francis de C urtenay, 
Lord of Bentin, 


min, 


OF SULL Y. 


1584. 


93 


min, which drew upon me great reproaches; but I 
fuftained the afiault, and in the lame breath re¬ 
paired to the apartment of Mademoifclle de Courte¬ 
nay, who valued this facrifice above its price. She 
imparted to me the pleafure file took in the pre¬ 
ference; and I applauded nulelf, when I had con- 
iideredmy new miftrefs more attentively, and when 
lb me viiits more had acquainted me with her cha¬ 
racter. She admitted my add refs, and a fliort time 
after this adventure 1 married her. 

The tendernefs due to an amiable fpoufe, de¬ 
tained me at Rofny this whole year (1584), in the 
occupations, exercifes, and diverfions of the coun¬ 
try : another kind of life no lefs new. The coun¬ 
try, to thofe who have been accuftomed to live at 
court and in the field, is ordinarily an occafion of 
double expence; but it furnilhes many refourccs, 
to a man who knows that good oeconomy can fup- 
ply the place of great riches. A taile for hue 
horfes, which I had cultivated merely for pleafure, 
made a ufeful part of this domeftic oeconomy. I 
kept jockeys, who went to feek horfes in foreign 
countries, where they were cheap; I fent them to 
be fold in Gafcony, at the King of Navarre’s court, 
where I never failed to draw large fums for them. 
I remember to have fold, among others, a roan 
horfe marked with a peach flower to the Vifcount 
de Chartres, for 600 crowns, which cofi: me only 
40. The tapeftry of the labours of Hercules, 
which adorns the hall of Sully, came from M. de 
Nemours de la Garnache, who paid me in this coin 
a line Spanifh horfe that I had 1'old him at 1200 
crowns. 

Towards the end of this year *, a letter from 

the 


* The peace continuing in force till the following year, the Me¬ 
moirs of this a.id .h preceding contain little c neerning the King of 
Navarre. Le Grain r lates the ave'n ure that happen.d to him with 
Cape. Michau, who pretended to have quitted the fervice o* Spain 
lor th*t of this prince, in order to find fome opportunity of murdering 

him 
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the King of Navarre drew me from this inactive 
life He informed me, that the time which he had 
forefeen was arrived in which he had need of his 
fervants ; that the ftate and religion were threatened 
with the laft misfortune, if immediate endeavours 
were not ufed to prevent it; and that he fhould 
inceilantly have upon his hands a mo ft cruel war* 

I inftantlv difpofed myfelf to attend this prince, ta¬ 
king with me, as well for his occafions as my own, 
48,000 francs, from the fale of a wood of tall 
beeches which I made with this intention. 

In effect, the hardy enterprifes of the league 
broke out this year * ; and one cannot reflect 

without 

him treacheroufly. One day, fays he, when the King of Navarre 
was hunting in the forces of Aillas, he perceived Michati juft: behind 
him, well mounted, with a couple of piftols coccced and primed. 
The King^was alone and unattended, it being cuftomary for hunters 
tofeparate: and feeing him approach, “ Capt. Michati, fiid he to 
him, with a bold and determined air, tl difmount j I have a mind to 
“ make trial of your horfe, that I may know if it be as good a one 
c< as you fay it is.” The Captain obeyed 5 and demounting, the 
King got upon his hotfe, and taking the pifto>s, “ Do you defign 
** to /hoot me with one of thefe ? (faid he :) I am told ycu intend to 
“ kill me 5 but in the mean time I can kill you if I pleafe. ” Say* 
ing this, he difeharged the two piftols in the a r, and commanded 
the Captain to follow him. Michau having good reafens to defue 
to be excufed, tock leave of him two cays after, and never after ap¬ 
peared. Decade of Henry fie Great, bookS. Bulheq, wh , at that 
time refided at Paris, in the quality of ambafi’ador from the Emperor 
Rodolphus II. allures us alfo, in his letters (epift, 46.) that a de¬ 
fetter, whom he does not name, adminiftered p »ifon to the King tf 
Navarre j but that this Prince, either by the ftrengtb of his 
conliitution, or the weaknefs of the poifon, felt no oad effects from it : 
and adds, that this f me man having attempted afterwards to fhooc 
him with a piftol, and failed, was taken, and put to the torture; 
and that it was known by the behaviour of Henry III. upon tnis cc- 
canon, that he had no part in the dciigned aiTaffinati. n. 

* Tne firft ftep which difeovered the defigns of the league, was 
an aftoHation of princes, prelates and gentlemen of Picardy, who 
met at Pernnne, to avoid obeving the edift of fixty-three articles, 
given in 1576, in lavour of the Protcftants. The mamfefto that 
was there drawn up, ferved for a model to all the other"provinccS, 
and even to the ftates oi Blois, whkh were fummoned about the end 
of that year, and whofe rcfviutions obi ged Henry III, to declare hinv- 

felf 


without trembling, that, in lefs than four years, 
ten royal armies fell upon the King of Navarre, 
when the clanger that threatened equally the two 
kings was turned againll him alone, through the 

weaknefs 

felt the head of the Catholics againft the Huguenots;, that he might 
not leave this title to be uflimied by the Duke of Guifc. At fir't, 
they talked only of maintaining the Catholic *eligion alone in the 
kingdom ; but at length a debue concerning the fucceffion to the 
ernwn was introduced, into which they brought the Pope and the King 
of Spain. See the firm of thefe alienations in the MS marked 
S826 in the King’s library, p. 160. The confpiracy of the nobility 
nr Normandy, with the oath to prtferve the Catholic religion in 
3 -ranee, and the crown to the houfe of Valois, fee in vol. S832. p. 5. 
All this volume is likewife filled with memoirs reining to the h ague, 
and the fi:ft dates of Blois. See alfo the treaty the league mane with 
the King of Spain at the caftle of Joinviile, and figned by the refpec- 
tiv. panics, with may other pieces on the fame fubjecl, vul. 8866, 
Ail, or pait of thefe pieces, with very curious circunittances relating 
to the fame fubjeft, may be found in different authors, foch as (he 
Memoirs of Nevers, vol. 1. Memoirs of the le gue, vid. i. Memoirs 
of date by Villcroy, vol. 2. Dc Thou, book 63, & 81. D’Aubigne, 
vol. 2. book 3. chap. 3. Matthieu, vol. j. book 7. & 8. Le Novcn- 
naire de Cayet, vol 1. in init. and many others. Many perfons believe 
the original of the league to be much more ancient, and that it took 
its rife in the council of Trent, thro’ the endeavours of the Cardinal 
of Lorrain, the uncle ; during which Francis Duke of Guifc, on his 
file, formed the plan of it in France 5 but the death of the latter 
fufpendel the efifeO. It is pretended alfo, that Don John of Auflria, 
pifiing thro' France, in his way to Flanders, concerted the fcheme 
with the Duke of Guife. The college of Forieret has patted for the 
cradle of the league. Ii is laid that an advocatd named David, car¬ 
ried the memonsto Rome; and that thofe memoirs, which may be 
read in vol- 1. of the Memoirs of the le gue, beirg intercepted by the 
Huguenots, gave them the firft ccrtain'y of it. S me perfons have 
doubled whether this advocate, whooied in his j .urney to Ronie, or, 
?s others fay, in his re urn from thence, did not treat with the 
Pope by his own motion, and agreeably to his own opinion : which 
■is r.ot lefs probable. As for Henry III. he certainly deferves all the 
reproaches which the Duke of Sully here cads upon him. He h<*d 
undeniable proofs of his enemies defigne upon the royal authority ; 
to whom, when he broke the ed'tt ct pacification in 1577, he laid 
aloud'hefe words ; “ lam much afraid, that by our endeavours to 
“ fupprefs Calvinifm, we {hall bring themafs into danger.” We are 
allured, that all the fecrets of the league were difeovered by a 
gentleman named La Rochette, to whom they were intruded, and who 
fufiered himfdf to betaken on purpofe, that he might reveal them 
without danger. In a word, it is alfo certain, that the Duke ct 
Guife began toraife the ftandatJ of his parly in 1585, when ne was 
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weaknefs of Henry III who received laws from his 
very enemies, and conducted himfelf the hand that 
fought to fubvert his authority. 

Henry III. perceiving the league would publicly 
fetup the hanaard of revolt, waked a little from the 
lethargy into which he had been plunged, and 
thought proper to difpatch the Duke de Joyeufe in¬ 
to Normandy, to oppofe the Duke d’Elboetif, who 
kept an army there, which the league made ufe of 
to extort the famous edict of July by which all 
the Huguenots were ordered to go to mafs, or to 
abandon the Kingdom in fix months. 

Joyeufe, who had my two brothers in his army, 
paired by Rofny, and engaged me, without difficulty, 
to go with him : by attacking the league, we en¬ 
tered into the true intereftsof the King of Navarre. 
I gave him the beft reception in my power ; but no¬ 
think charmed him fo much as the beauty of my 
horfes. 

Lavardin likewife took his way by Rofny, and 
went to lodge at the xtremity of the town. Chi- 


flill fo weak, that he ccnJd not depend upon more than Jccofoot 
and 1000 horfe. Beauvais Nangis (and he relates it himfelr in his 
Memoirs) alked him one day what he intended to do if the King 
Ihould come to at'ack him ; t( I will retire immediately to Germany, 
“ (replied the Duke,) and there wait for a moie favourable oppor- 
,f tunity,” 

* Th : s was the treaty of Nemours, the triumph of the league, and 
the difgraee of Henry III. Henry IV. told the JVJarq ;s je la Force, 
in the prefence of Matthi:u, that the moment he was infotmed of 
this inglorious weaknefs of the King of France, his mufla- he*- turned 
fuddenly white on that f> de of his lace wh ch he fupported with his 
hand, Mattb, vol 8. S xtus V, muni'eftea his indignation } and bv 
the fame bull of September 5. 1585, whereui ht excom nnnica*ed 
all that aflifted the Huguenots, hz likewife excommunica'ed thofe 
who undertook any thing agair.fi the King and kingdom. He fore- 
faw at that time all the miferits that would befal France. See thefe 
articles of Nemours, and the proceedings of the league both in 
France and in Rome, Memoirs of Nevtrs, vol. 1. p. 661. &c. 
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cot *, who would always give a loofe to his plea- 
flint humour, at the expence of avardin, whom, 
he called a madman, fent to tell him one day, in a 
very myfterious manner, that that devil of a Hu¬ 
guenot (meaning me) had kept the deaf man pri¬ 
soner, (another furname he gave to the Duke of 
Joyeufe). Lavardin, without reflecting that his at¬ 
tempt had been perfectly ulelefs, though it had not 
been ridiculous, armed hin.felf immediately, with 
all his domeitics, and came to make a bravado be¬ 
fore my houfe ; where the railleries of all the com¬ 
pany were profufely beftowed upon him. 

What I am going to fay, will not be eafily be¬ 
lieved. Scarce were we fet out together, but upon 
our arrival at Vernueil, the Duke of Joyeufe recei¬ 
ved a packet from court, which informed him, that 
the King had made a peace with the league, and 
that it was his Majefty’s intention, that the army, 
which only two days ago was to fupport him a- 

* Chicot was a Gafcon, brave, rich and a buffoon. At the 
fiege of Rouen, he wound d Henry of Lorrain, Count of Chaligny, 
in the thigh ? and taking him pri>oner, p efe- ted b m io Henry IV. 
faying, (i Here, keep what I give thee.” The Count, enraged at 
being taken by a fool, gave him a blow on the head with the hilt of 
his (word, which killed him. He ufed to fay whatever he pleaf.d to 
the King, without giving him any offence. When the Duke of 
Parma came to France, Chicot faid to the King, before all the cour¬ 
tiers, (t My friend, 1 fee very well th t all you do will fignify no- 

thing, unlefs you either turn Catholic, or pretend yru are one.*’ 
Another time he faid to him, “ I am convinced, that to be peaceably 
“ King of France, you would give both Papitls and Hugueno'S to 
* ( Lucifer’s clerks : fo true it is, that you kings have no religion 
t( but in appearance.” “ I am not furprifed,” faid he, another 
time to his Majefty, “ that fo many perfons defire to he kings : it 
“ is a good trade, and by working at it onlv an hour in a dav, one 
<* may make fufficient provifion for the reff of the week, without 
“ being ohliged to one’s neighbors. But, for God’s fake, my frit nd, 
“ take care and keep out of the hands of the leaguer^ j for if you 
(t fliould fall into fume of them, they would hang you up hke a 
“ hog’s gut, and write upon your gibbet, At the crown of France 
“ and Navarre are good lodgings to be let,” Memoirs of the bijlory of 
France , vcl. 2. p. 72, 
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gainft the league *, fhould be led againft the King 
of Navarre. Joyeufe, in relating this to me, added, 
“ Well! Monfieur le Baron de Rofny, this Broke 
* c will give me a cheap bargain of your fine horfes, 
cc for the war is declared again ft the Proteftants : 
Cf but I allure myfelf, that you will not be fo fool- 
“ ifh as to go in fearch of the King of Navarre, 
“ and embark in a party that will infallibly be ruin- 
“ ed, and make you lofe your fine eftate of llof- 
“ ny.” 

The Duke might have fpoken much longer with¬ 
out interruption. I knew the court enough, not 
to be furpriied at any thing from that quarter. But 
I was aftonilhed to think by how many traverfes it 
pleafed Fortune to conduct the King of Navarre to 
that greatnefs which fhe had deftined for him : for 
I was always internally perfuaded of this ; and the 
predictions of La Brofte were continually prefent to 
my mind ; fo that my anfwer to Joyeufe turned 
wholly upon them; after which I quitted him ab¬ 
ruptly. fhe extravagance muft have appeared to 
him a little ftrong; and I learned that he faid to 
ihofe about him, ft There goes a mafter-fool; but 
c< he will be finely abufed by his foicerer.” 

I returned to my houfe; from whence I departed 
inftantly, after taking fome new meafures con¬ 
formable to the fudden change which had fo lately 
happened. I went expeditioully to Guienne, where 
the King of Navarre was, and ftaid with him four 


* The King was obliged to it at Chalons by the leaguers, who were 
aflembled there. H feerettly excufed hinifdf to the King < f Na¬ 
varre, upon the fcore of necefliry. This prince and the Qo.cn his 
mother fu.fered themfelves to beu.ifeafonably intimidated by the threats 
of the league, whofe forces were exaggerated, althougn it wou d have 
been very eafv to have deftroved them in the beginning. The coun¬ 
cil miffed an occafion of uniting the Low Countries to the crown, by 
fending backthedeputies from thofe provinces without an anfwer, who 
came to offer the fovereignty of them to the King, provided he would 
march with his troops on that fide. Thus were two great errors com¬ 
mitted at one time. De Thou, book 8i. 
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or five months, during which he was employed in 
making preparations again ft the ftorm He carried 
me with him to Montauban, where he held fre¬ 
quent conferences with the Protcflants upon the 
part it was neceffary they fhould take in this con- 
junCture. The mifery was, that, upon an occafion 
when all was at (fake, they did not underhand their 
true intereft fufficiently, at leaft fo as to keep them 
perfectly united, and to concur honeftly in the fame 
views. From that time fome of the principal 
chiefs thought more of their own particular advance¬ 
ment than upon that of the king, without reflect¬ 
ing that their fortunes were fo cloiely connected 
with his, that if he failed, it was impoflible rhey 
could fucceed. Each built a fortune for himfelf, 
out of the general plan. 

This difun ion of minds fhewed itfelf more fig- 
nally in a particular conference held at St. Paul de 
Lamiate, where audience was given to a doCtor of 
divinity, named Butrick, fent by the EleCtor Pala¬ 
tine. It was there that the Vifcount de Turenne 
gave the firft marks of that unquiet, double, and 
ambitious fpirit, which formed his character. He 
had, in concert with this Butrick, projected a new 
fyftem of government *, into which they had drawn 
Me IT. de Conftans, D’Aubigne, de St. Germain- 
Beaupre, de bt. Germain de Clan, de Brezolles, and 
others. They wanted to form the Calvinift part of 
France into a kind of republican flate, under the 
protection of the Elector Palatine, who fhould keep 
in his name five or fix lieutenants in the different 
provinces. 


* The hiftorian who give us the life of the Duke of Bouillon, 
does not deny that thefc were the views of this Calvinifi nobleman. 
Ke was a very able politician, extremely ambitious, paffionately de- 
firous of the quality of leader of the Calvinifts of France, and very 
capable of filling that poft. This is all that can be faid of him, to 
foften thefe terms, a little too ftrong, which M. de Sully frequently 
employs in thefe Memoirs, when he fpeaksof the Duke of Bouillon, 

N 2 In 


ico 


MEMOIRS Book II. 

In examining this projedl, it was agreed, that 
the King of Navarre was cleared of all obligations 
to thefe gentlemen ; fince, by this plan, they con¬ 
founded the princes of the blood with the officers 
of the Proteftant party, and reduced them to the 
qu dity of lieutenants under a petty ftranger prince. 
This was not the only time that the King of Na¬ 
varre found fecret enemies in his councils, among 
his creatures, and, in appearance, his moft zealous 
fervants, and even among his own friends and his 
relations. 

We muft lay our account with every thing on 
the part of men. They do not, for the moll: part, 
keep to their duty, to fociety, to confanguinity, 
from any regard to benefits, good credit, or vii tue, 
but according to their hopes and their fuccefs But 
how could thefe able politicians pretend to main¬ 
tain unity and concord in their pretended republic ? 
they, who were for giving it fo many heads, and 
heffis as independent the one of the other, as un- 
fubjetted to a protestor too feeble to compel their 
obedience. It was perceived at firft what was 
their objedl:: they meant to become each in their 
diftritft: fo many fovereigns, not adverting, that 
by this they only delivered up one another to the 
difcretion of Spain, and of the league, who had 
deftroyed them eafily, by attacking them feparate- 

ty- 

The cabals of the principal officers in the Prote- 
ftant party with a foreigner, which were carried 
on in a manner hidden enough, happily did not 
hinder the better party from prevailing in the af- 
femblies. The Duke of Montmorency * was of 
opinion, that in the prefent danger we Ihould be all 
united, and put ourfclves effedhially upon the dc- 
fenfive. I infilled, in all the councils, upon the 

* This is Henry, M*rechal Damvil!:, afterwards Duke of Mont¬ 
morency. 

neccffity 
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neceflity of acknowledging the authority of one 
only head, and of not difllpating the power, by di¬ 
viding it. As we came out from one of thefe coun¬ 
cils, the King of Navarre drawing me afidc, faid to 
me, “ Monileur le Baron de Rofny, it is not all to 
<c fpeak well, we muff: aft ftill better: Are you not 
f< refolved that we fhall die together ? It is no 
<f longer time to be good oeconomifts ; all men of 
“ honour and confcience muft employ one part of 
“ their eftates to fave the other. 1 perluade my- 
“ felf, that you will be among the flrll to affiff: me; 
€< and I promife you if I ever have good fortune, 
c< you fhall partake of it.” “ No, no, Sir,” an- 
fwered I, c< I do not incline wefhould die together, 
“ but that we fhould live, and that we Ihould cut 
“ the head off all our enemies. My good manage- 
<f ment will not be detrimental here. 1 have dill a 
€< wood that will produce me ioo,cco francs, 
“ which I will employ to this end You fhall give 
<f me more one day, when you are immenfely rich. 
(< This will happen. I had a preceptor, who had 
“ a devil in his body, and he predicted it to me.” 
The King of Navarre could not help laughing at 
this fally; and embracing me clofely, “ Well, my 
ct friend,” faid he to me, “ return to your houfe, 
€< be diligent, and come to me foon again, with as 
“ many of your friends as you can bring with you, 
“ and do not forget your wood of tall beeches.” 
He afterwards communicated to me the defign he 
had to draw the war to Paris, or at leaft to the 
Loire : which was, in effect, the only method to 
fucceed. He told me alfo, that he had pra&ifed 
fome intelligence in Angers, but that he feared the 
Prince of Conde would, by his precipitation, ob- 
ftrudt his defigns there more than the Catholics. 
The event will lliew if he thought juftly. He pro- 
miled to inform me of all that pa fled, and took 
leave of me, after a thoufand teftimonies of affec¬ 
tion, which I lhall never forget. 
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I arrived at Bergerac, almoft in the fame mo¬ 
ment that the Cardinal de Lenoncourt, M de Sil- 
lery, and M. de Poigny, were deputed by the court 
to the King of Navarre, to reprefent to him, for 
the lift time, the neceffity of fubmitting to the will 
of the King, and of changing his religion *. Poig¬ 
ny came to me the next day, and dilcloling to me 
the fubject of his commiffion, alked me what I 
thought concerning the event of his journey. I af- 
fured him that he took a ufelefs trouble; and that 
on an occalion when religion, the Rate, and the 
royal authority were in fo great danger, fomething 
die than words would be neceflarv with the King 
of Navarre. He fhrugged his lhoulders, ftghed at 
my anfwer, and inftead of replying, “ I believe,” 
faid he, “ a mafs is a difficult purchafe in this city.” 
I conducted him thither myfelf with the other de¬ 
puties, endeavouring to perfuade them, by this li- 

* In the Memoirs of the life of J. A. de Th"u, book 3. there is 
a converfation which Michael dc Montagna had with this prefident, 
which the reader may not b 1 difpleafed to fee here. As they were 
difeourfing, fays the author, upon thecaufes of the prefent troubles, 
Montagne told the Prefident, tha*. he had been a medi tor between 
the King of Navarre and the Duke of Guife, when theft princes weie 
at the court; and that the lat or, by his cares, his fervices, and af- 
ftduities, made advances to ga n the King ol Navarre’s friendship ; 
but finding that he made a jeft of him, and that, after all his endea¬ 
vours, he was 0ill an implacable en.my, he h d recourfe to war, as 
♦he lafb refourceto detei d tne honour of his family ; that the enmity 
which raged in the minds of thefe tw<* perfons, was the caul'e of a 
war, wh.ch was at prefent fo far kindled, that only the death of 
one of -hem could extinguish it ^ t'.at neither the Duke, nor any of 
his family, believed themhlves f eure, while the King of Navarre 
lived ; and the King of Na.anv, on his fid?, was perfuaded, that he 
fhould draw no advantage from h s r ght of fu<.ceflion to the crown, 
during the Duke’s hfe. As tor religion, added he, which they both 
make fuch - n ife abou , it is a good pretence to procure adherents, 
but neither of t m is much affected by it. The fear of being aban¬ 
doned by the Protelants, is the foie caufe that prevents the King 
of Navarre from embracing th? religion of his anceffors : nor would 
the Duke recede from the conteffion of Ausburg, if his uncle Char!e e , 
Cardinal of Lorrain, had convinced h m, that he might follow ic 
without prejudice to hi' intereff. Thefe, he faid, were the ienti- 
menrs he difeovered in thefe princes, when he was employed in their 
affairs. 
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berty that was allowed to Catholics in a city where¬ 
in the Proteftants were matters, that we were not 
the real enemies of the King 

It fared with the deputation as I had predicted 
to the deputies. Ab for me, l continued my jour¬ 
ney to Paris; where, on my arrival, I found they 
talked of nothing but of ruining utterly the King 
of Navarre, and 6f exterminating the Huguenots. 
Every thing there pafled to the mind of the league, 
which ruled fovereignly fince the lhameful ftep of 
the King; all the Frenchmen that remained were 
obliged to conceal thenifelves, and mourn in pri¬ 
vate the misfortunes which the King's weaknefs 
had drawn upon the kingdom. It was to thefe that 
I betook myfeif; and I had l'ome conferences with 
MefT. de Rambouillet, de Montbazon the elder, 
d’Aumont, de la Rocheguion, des Arpentis, and 
foirte others. They allured me, that if once the 
King (hould appear in the neighbourhood of the 
Loire, he fhould foon fee a conliderable number of 
true Frenchmen in his train I confirmed them as 
much as I could in thefe good refolutions ; and af¬ 
ter I had bought horfes at Paris, 1 made hafte to a- 
mafs thofe fums of money that l had promifed the 
King. 

I learned by public report, what had lately hap¬ 
pened at Angers : bur, in order to give a diftinft 
account of it, the ftory muft be taken a little higher. 
Brifiac, who was governor of the caftle of this 
city, placed a lieutenant there in his abfence, na¬ 
med Capt. Grec, with twenty foldiers upon whom 
he reckoned. Two of thofe foldiers, who had 
been of the Preformed religion, fuffered themfelves 
to be gained by the King of Navarre and the Prince 
of Conde, and waited only for a favourable oppor¬ 
tunity to deliver up the caftle to them, which womd 
neceftarily be followed by the furrender of the city. 
When it was learned at Angers, that Henry III. 
had joined with the King of Navarre again ft the 

league, 
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league, a third party was formed, conduced by 
Du Hallot, who courted Rochemorte and Frefne, 
fo were the two foldiers named. Matters did not 
long continue in this date: The two foldiers, prefix¬ 
ed by the Prince of Conde, furprifed Capt. Grec, 
and killed him with fome of his men : after which 
they leized upon the cadle. Du Hallot, who knew 
not of the change chat had fo lately happened at 
court, gave himfelf no trouble : on the contrary, 
he redrained the people, by reprefenting to them, 
that it was by the order of the King that the two 
foldiers had afted : and he remained in his error, 
till offering to enter the cadle, he experienced him¬ 
felf the treachery of Rochemorte and Frefne ; and 
his miftake made him lofe his life upon a wheel*. 

Hitherto all went well for the King of Navarre, 
and the Prince of Conde’s party; but they had alfo 
their reverfe. Rochemorte having been drawn 
beyond the bridge by the Catholics, who kept the 
cadle inveded, perceived that they fought to fur- 
prife the place, and make him prifoner. He wanted 
to re-enter. In this tumult, thofe within the cadle 
thought of nothing but of drawing the bridge in- 
ftantly. Rochemorte grafped at the chains, which 
efcaping him, he fell into the ditch, where a ftag 
which they fed there tore him in pieces. Frefne 
only remained. Two days after, as he was fleep- 
ing upon a parapet on the wall, where he thought 
himfelf in great fecurity, he was killed by a cara¬ 
bine, fliot from the other iide of the river, at the 
diftance of above 500 paces. After which the Ca¬ 
tholics chafed the red of the Huguenots from the 
city and cadle, with the fame facility that they had 
feized it. All this had not happened, if the King 
of Navarre had conducted the enterprife alone; for 
he would not have differed the two confpirators to 

* The King was fo greatly afraid of the league, that he publicly 
d'favowed Du Haliofs enternrifc, 

aft 
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nCt To, till he had been at the gates to fupport them 
with his whole army. 

This entcrprize, To ill concerted, produced more 
than one misfortune. The Prince of Conde being 
occupied in beiieging Brouage, when it was told 
him, that his party had furprifed Angers, balanced 
not a moment about quitting the liege, and going 
to fecond his creatures By arriving too late, he 
loft both the one and the other. It was, moreover, 
the caufe, that all the Catholic troops, hitherto 
difperfed and inactive, alTembled again in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Angers, which took away all poflibi- 
lity of regaining it, precipitated the aClions of the 
campaign, and brought the Prince of Conde himfelf, 
as we lhall fee presently, into a danger, from 
whence he did not efcape but by a fignal inftance of 
good fortune. 

After this fir ft act of hoftilitv on the part of the 
Reformed, I judged there would be no mealures 
kept any longer, and found myfelf in a very great 
imbarraffment. If I faw danger in continuing at 
Roiny, the country being overfpread with royalifts, 
I found no lefs rilk in my intention to penetrate to 
the King of Navarre This part, however, I took ; 
perfuaded, that he never had more need of fuccour 
than in the prefent conjuncture; and that the dif¬ 
ficulty of conveying difpatches through the midft 
of an enemy’s army, was the only caule of my 
not hearing from him as he had proinifcd. Mefl. 
de Rloui, de Feuquieres, and Morinville, to whom 
I imparted my refolution, found it too hazardous, 
and refufed to embark with me. I did not for this 
fail to fet out, efcorted only by fix gentlemen, and 
my domeftics, two of whom carried portmanteaus, 
in each of which were 6000 crowns in gold 

I put up the firft night at Nonancourt, and the 
fecond at Chateandun. Hitherto no unlucky ren¬ 
counter befel me: for although all was full of Ca¬ 
tholic foldiers, they imagined every where that I 
Vol. I. O was 
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was going, like them, to join he body of the Duke 
of Joveufe’s army; with whom, as a ioldier named 
Mothepotain informed me, every thing went very 
well. I diflodged from Chateaudun before day, fear¬ 
ing an ecclairciffment, and came to Vendome ; where 
not inclining to be known by Benchart, I made Boil'- 
breuil, one of the gentlemen in my train, pafs for 
the mailer of the troop, and I mounted, with die 
domellics, upon a horfe that carried baggage. He 
who appeared to be the chief amongft us, was hik¬ 
ed feveral queflions ; he anfvvered properly, and we 
were fullered to pafs. We traverfed the whole city, 
in order to lodge in the mod remote fuburbs. Ben- 
chart, who believed us to be Catholics, as we had 
allured him w/e were, very obligingly fent to coun- 
fel us to return into the city, becaufe the Prince of 
Conde's army, which had been repul fed before An¬ 
gers, ivas difperfed over all the country, and fome- 
times made excurlions to the very gates of the city, 
which rendered our fojourning in the fuburbs very 
dangerous. What he reprdented to us as a mil- 
fortune, we lhould have looked upon as a very 
great happinefs ; but there was a neceflity for con¬ 
cealing it: therefore the pretended mailer of the 
equipage, feigning to credit this advice, called in- 
llantly to replace the mails, and return into the city. 
It was my province who acted the domeflic, under¬ 
hand to pro t raft our ftay till the night lhould come. 
The tumult occalioned by the emban affluent of all 
thofc who diflodged, for the order was general, 
ferved to cover our diffimulation. At length, we 
did as others, but not till our horfes were fed and 
refrdhed : the night being half over, we mounted; 
but, inllcad of re-'nteri\g the city, filed off into a 
by-ftreet, which I had can fed to be reconnoitred, 
and got into the fields on that fide where I fuppofed 
the Prince of Ccnde’s army might be. 

The evil was, that the artifice which had hither¬ 
to fucceeded fo well, might occafion our ruin, 

through 
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through the impoffibility of diftinguiiliing readily, 
what party thole whom we might happen to meet 
belonged to. A miftake in this might coft us our 
lives ; but there being no remedy, we continued our 
route, though with uneafinefs enough, and thought 
that we ought not to alter our ordinary anfvver. 
In effect, the firffc troop we met with was a com¬ 
pany of light horfe, commanded by Faiandre. To 
the Qiii vive ? we anfwered, Vive le Rot; and Fa¬ 
iandre not examining the thing to the bottom, coun- 
felled us to join him, for fear of meeting thePrince 
of Conde’s little army, which he allured us was not 
far off; adding, that if we doubted him, we might 
get further intelligence from two or three compa¬ 
nies of argoulets*, who were coming after him. 
Thefe lalt words furniihed us with a pretence for 
eluding this perplexing civility : we feigned to have 
reafons for not following the fame route with him, 
and for waiting to take our meafures from the an- 
fwer we fhould receive from the argoulets. In¬ 
wardly, we were no lefs apprehenfive of this other 
rencounter; but we prepared for it, relying ftill 
upon the good fortune of efcaping, under favour of 
dilguife. Accordingly we did not fail, to the j 
vive? put to us by the next company we met, to 
reply with a flu ranee enough, Vive le Roi % perfuad- 
cd that we fpoke to the argoulets of the royal army, 
of whom we had intelligence. We had like to have 
fared very badly for having reafon d fojuftly. The 
argoulets having perceived the Prince of Conde’s 
troops at a diftance, had turned off the road, and 
had thrown themfclves into the woods. In place 
of them, we had to do with four companies be- 
longing to the Prince; which we eafily ctmipre- 

* So called from the bows with whi.h they were at firfl armed. 
They lerved on footer on horicb.ick, as our dragoons do at prelcnt. 
"tVi'co the niquebufes were tirft in ufe, they were called b:/Jc arquibu- 
f.e i ; ;.ni it is by this name they are commonly (hied in theie Me¬ 
moirs. 
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liended, feeing that the whole troop fell upon us, 
and prefenting their pieces, cried out to us to fur- 
render. At that moment, I plainly diftinguifhed 
three captains of my. acquaintance, to whom it had 
not been difficult, in any other fituation, to have 
made myfelf known ; but I refledled, that in fuch 
fort of encounters, the fir ft word, the firfb motion, 
tending to an explanation, are generally taken fora 
refufal to furrender, and followed by a clofe dif- 
charge. In head, therefore, of naming myfelf, or 
thofe officers, I ufed the demonftration of a man 
who yields himfelt prifoner. I alighted, fuffiered 
tiiem to take my horfes, and marched in a train, 
till coming near * effi de Clermont and St. Gelais, 
whom I furprifed greatly by embracing. They or¬ 
dered my equipage to be reftored to me, and like- 
wife the portmanteaus which contained my money. 

The Prince of Conde came up clofe behind thefe 
four companies. He could fcarcely believe what 
he faw, fo hardy did my enterprife appear to him. 
We lay all night in this place, after flipping very 
frugally out of wooden difhes : and when the time 
came which obliged us to feparate, the Prince, who 
was fo ill accompanied, that he was in no condition 
to hold out againlf a royal army, nor even againft 
any confiderable detachment, and in a canton where 
he was fought for in all parts, would have engaged 
me to receive him into my troop, as a private 
gentleman. He was too well known : It would 
have been to ruin him, and to have ruined myfelf 
along with him. I prayed him to excufe me I 
made the fame compliment to the Duke de la Trc- 
mouille, and charged myfelf only with Meffi. de 
Tors, Du-PIeffis, dc Verac, and d’Oradour. The 
Prince of Conde remained extremely embarraffied ; 
and finding that it was Bill a greater rifle to continue 
In the midft of his 1200 horfe, than to march with 
little noife, he divided them all into platoons, of 
which the mod confiderable confiftcd only of twen¬ 
ty 


1585. OF SULLY ic 9 

ty cavaliers, made them take by-ways, and march¬ 
ing himfclf through the fame roads, by a good for¬ 
tune of which there are few examples, twelve times 
efcaped the purfuit of: his enemies. 

My own cfcape was little lefs Rgnal. To the Rra- 
tagems I had already made life of I had joined an¬ 
other, which wrought wonders. I took the name 
of one of my brothers ; and to appear more youth¬ 
ful, cut off my beard and muRaches. This, how¬ 
ever, did not difguife me fo well, but that through 
every place where I palled, I could hear people a- 
bout me fay, that I perfectly refembled my brother 
the Huguenot. To avoid the queRions that might 
be put to me, I affumed the Ryle of a zealous par- 
tizan of the league. I fpread the rumour of the 
Prince of Conde’s defeat, and of the rout of the 
Proteftants by the Duke of Joyeufe. I came in this 
manner to fleep at Chateau-Renard. ihe great dif¬ 
ficulty was to pafs the Loire : This I would hardly 
have accomplifhed, without M. des Arpentis, who 
did me on this occafion the office of a true friend. 
M. de Montbazon did me another. 1 no fooner 
alighted at Montbazon, than he fent me a prefent 
of wine and bon-chretien pears, and treated me 
with fo much kindnefs befides, that although I was 
known in this piace, I complied with his entreaties, 
and Raid there three days. We had need, our 
horfes beginning to be fatigued. By the death of 
M. de Montbazon *, which happened foon after, 
I was deprived of the occalions of fhewing my gra¬ 
titude to a man, all whofe fentimencs aimed at the 
welfare of the Rate. 

Under favour of my new difguife, I t raver fed 
Chatelleraud and Poitiers At Ville-fagnan, meet¬ 
ing with a regiment of Swifs that was going to 
join the Marechal de Matignon’s army, I found my 
advantage in this encounter. The Swifs took all in 


He was (lain at the battle of Argu .s, 
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good part that I pleafed to tell them, bccaufel took 
care to provide them every morning with a repaft ; 
and in the end I believe I might have reckoned up¬ 
on them, even under my true name. I travelled 
with them four days, and we did not feparate while 
I could poflibly avoid it. Scarce had I quitted 
them, when palling the river at St. Marfaud, I was 
known by Puiferret. He advanced with his com¬ 
pany to the bank of the river. Happily for me, I 
had already got to the other fide; and having this 
advantage, I gained the houfe of M. de Neufvy. 
At Marton I went down, as ordinary, into the fiub- 
urbs, and immediately, from I know not what 
foreboding, returned into the city. I learned the 
next day, that the door of the ftable in which my 
horfes were fuppofed to be, had been burft open in 
the night by a petard. I made my reflections upon 
this accident; but they did not hinder me from gi¬ 
ving orders for my departure, when I was accofted 
by a ftranger, who faid to me, “ Monfieur, I do 
cc not defire to know who you are : but if you are 

a Huguenot, and intend to quit this place, you 
<c are ruined ; five miles diflant from hence there 
4t is an ambufeade of fifty horfe, well armed, 
“ which, in my opinion, waits for you.” I thank¬ 
ed this man heartily for his kindnel's, without ap¬ 
pearing troubled at what he had told me. I an¬ 
swered coldly, that although I was not a Hugue¬ 
not, yet to fall into an ambufh, feemed to me to 
be always dangerous. I then returned to my inn, 
where pretending that one. of my finefr horfes was 
lamed, I ordered them to be all unfaddled. 

To fatisfy myfelf of the truth of what I had 
heard, I made one of my valets, named Perigordin, 
who could imitate perfectly the jargon of apeafant, 
difguife himfelf like one ; and after inftruffing him 
in what he muft do, fent him to that part of the 
country where I was told the ambufh was ported. 

Perigordin meeting ihefe fifty herfemen, told 

them, 
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them, in anfwer to the qu eft ions they put to him 
concerning the news of the city, that my departure 
was deferred till the next clay. He followed them 
to a town, two leagues from thence, where they 
retired, not a little uneafy at having milled their 
blow, and in the refolution of returning next morn¬ 
ing to the fame place, and he came inflantly back to 
me to make his report. 1 fet out that moment; 
and after fome other little adventures of the lame 
kind, arrived at the houfe of M. de Longa, and 
from that place at Bergerac, where the King of 
Navarre then was. This prince, on whom nothing 
of all that was done for him was ever loft, held me 
a long time embraced in his arms ; and (hewed him- 
felf fenfible of the dangers to which, from my at¬ 
tachment to him, I had expo fed my I elf. He would 
know the mod minute particularities of my jour¬ 
ney, and principally the rencounter I had with the 
Prince of Conde, and the flippery condition in 
which I had left him. 

Nothing can exprefs the imbaraffment in which 
the King of Navarre found himfelf at this time : 
without troops, without money, without fuccour, 
he law three powerful armies marching againft him. 
'lhofe of the Dukes of Maienne and Joyeufe were 
advancing, by great journeys, and he had that of 
the JMarechal de Matignon actually in front. The 
40,000 francs I had brought with me, came very 
lealbnably for this prince, who could not have found 
as much in all his court. We marched towards 
Caftillon and Montfegur, which Matignon made a 
iliew of intending to beliege : but he falling all at 
once upon Cadets, we were obliged to turn to that 
lide ; and after a long and very cold march, for it 
was in the month of February, we arrived time e- 
nough to make them raife this liege. 

But when we learned that the Duke of Maicnne’s 
army was near, then it was, that we could no 
longer imagine any means of being able to refifh 

the 
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the efiorts of two armies fofuperior; and the afto- 
nifhment was extreme. We knew not to what 
iide to turn ourfelves, nor what refolution to take. 
One was of opinion, that the prince fliould retire 
into the heart of Languedoc; another, Bill farther ; 
and a third advifed him to pafs over to England, 
from whence, after having fccured himfelf of power¬ 
ful fuccours, he ibonld go and put himfelf at the 
head of thofe that Germany had made him hope 
for. Ail agreed in one point, that the Prince 
ought to remove from Guienne. It was with regret 
that I faw a fentiment, which would leave the Pro- 
teftant party in France without remedy, was ready 
to prevail. And the King of Navarre defiring to 
know my opinion, I represented, that the extre¬ 
mity was not fo prefling as to oblige us to aban¬ 
don things entirely: that it would be time enough 
to do that, after we had endeavoured once more 
to make head againft them every where : this was 
what did not appear to me abfolutely impoffible, 
by leaving, for e'xample, the Vifcount de Turenne 
upon the defenfive in Guienne, with a fmall body 
of troops, fuch as he could get together ; and 
while the Duke of Montmorency did the fame in 
Languedoc, and Lefdiguieres in Dauphine, the 
King fhould referve the defence of Rochelle and the 
neighbourhood to himfelf, till the foreign troops 
that could not but foon arrive, had put the two 
iides fomething upon an equality. The King of 
Navarre reliflied this advice, and declared that he 
would follow it. “ But,” added he, “ the Duke 
“ of Maienne is not fo perverfe a boy, but that 
“ he will permit me to take a walk lome time 
“ longer in Guienne.” He then gave fome orders 
before he fer out for Rochelle, and made a journey 
to Bearn, which the prefent conjuncture rendered 
indifpenfable. 

He was there only eight days ; and, during this 
interval, the two Catholic armies having joined, 

r and 
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and feized all the pafiages by which they thought 
the King of Navarre could return to Poitou, he 
faw himfelf upon the point of not being able to get 
out of Nerac. In this critical conjuncture, the 
King refolving to attempt all things, rather than 
not fecure himfelf a paflage *, he left ' erac, fol¬ 
lowed by 200 horfe, and took the road towards 
Caftel-geloux. When he was got half way thither, 
he feparated his whole troop, and keeping only 
twenty of us that were bed: mounted, and a like 
number of his guards, named hainte-fuy for a place 
of rendezvous for all the reft: then, turning Ihort 
he r ;ok a road amidft woods and heaths, which 
he knew by having often been at the chace there, 
and arrived atCaumont, where he flept three hours. 
We paffed the river after funfet, and marched all 
night through the enemy’s quarters, and even over 
the moats of Ylarmande; after which, fetching one 
compafs more by bauvetat, we came two hours 
before day to Sainre-foy, where all his men, who 
had divided into fmall plato ns, arrived alfo by dif¬ 
ferent ways, without the lead: lofs, not even of their 
baggage. The Duke of Maienne, nettled at this 
difappointment of his hopes, went to difeharge all 
his wrath upon Montignac le Comte, where Capt. 
Roux and Serj. More made fo fine a defence againft 
all this army, that it could not oblige them to fur- 
render, but by granting them the moft honourable 
conditions. 

This general found lefs refidance in Sainte-Bazeile. 
Defpueilles, the governor of that fmall place, was 
allied to the family of Courtenay, and reputed a 
very brave man ; which gave me a defire to fhut 
mylelf up with him, contrary to the advice of many 
of my relations and friends, who without doubt 


* See this paflage of the King of Navarre, and all the military ex¬ 
pedition': on both Tides, in D’Aubigne, v 1 . 3. 5 Matthieu, vol. 1. 
bock iS. ; Cayet, book. 1 , and other hiftorians. 
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knew him better than I. The King of Navarre a 
long time denied me the permifUon I afked of him ; 
at lad:, vanquifhed by my importunity, he gave me 
thirty men, with whom 1 threw myfelf into Sainte- 
Bazeille. I found the place in a very bad condition 
without ramparts, and the houfes all built of clay, 
which the canon went quite through. However, 
it might have held out fomc time at lead:; but De- 
fpueilles, being feized with fear, liftened to nothing 
of advice, and was mad enough to put himfelf into 
the enemies hands, who treated the city as they 
judged proper. The King of Navarre, who learn¬ 
ed at fir ft the news of this very confufedly, was 
angry with us all ; but when he was inftrudted in 
the truth, all his anger was turned againft De- 
fpueilles. What exafperated him the mod was, that 
this cowardly governor being prefented before him 
to exculpate himfelf, advanced moft imprudently, 
that if the prince himfelf had been there, he could 
not have acted otherwiie. The King made him be 
put under an arreft, from which, eight days after, 
he was releafed, at our felicitations. 

The King did not abandon the lielcl till at the laft 
extremity, and after having difputed the ground 
inch by inch. In retreating, he threw the remains 
of his forces into Monsegur, Caftillon, and Sainte- 
fov I lent him 6000 livres more, to fortify Mont- 
ilanquin, where Bethune commanded. At laft, 
fearing feme fatal accident on the fide of Rochelle, 
he left feme troops in Guienne, under the command 
of the Vifconnt de Turenne, and took the road to 
that city, by Tons, and M. Jean d’Angely. 

There were moments when Henry Ill. indignant 
at the fhameful perfonage the league obliged him to 
play, wifhed ardentlv to find feme means of reven¬ 
ging himfelf*. But he wanted to do this without 

* I- was n tbefe momepts tint he faid, as L’Etoile relates, De 
inimich wtis •vinaicabo ini mi cos tr.eos 5 meaning the leaguers and the 
Huguenots. 
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danger ; and from this motive rejected always the 
thought that often presented itfelf, of calling in the 
King of Navarre, and of uniting himfelf with him. 
The deputies from the four Swifs Catholic cantons 
coming to Paris, to treat of the fuccours which 
fome time before had been demanded of this repu¬ 
blic ; the King, who was then in one of his mo¬ 
mentary fits of fpite again ft the league, thought 
proper to make ufe of thefe Swifs for this purpofe ; 
which, with the troops that were at his particular 
difpofal, and thole which depended upon the King 
of Navarre, would form a body capable of redu¬ 
cing the league to rcafon. He wrote to the King 
of Navarre, to acquaint him with his new deiigns, 
and defined him to fend a trufty perfon, with whom 
he might confer upon the whole affair, and particu¬ 
larly upon the ufe they were to make of the Swifs. 
A blank paflport was added to this letter, which the 
King of Navarre filling up with my name, obliged 
me to depart without delay. 

I arrived at St Maur, where the court then was, 
and went down to the lioufe of Villerov, with whom 
I dined, and ftaid the reft of the day. The day after 
he prefented me to the King. I fhall ever remem¬ 
ber the attitude and whimfical attire in which I 
found this prince in his cabinet. He had a fword 
at his fide, a hood hung down upon his flioulders, 
a little cap upon his head, and a bafket full of little 
dogs hung from his neck by a large riband; and 
he kept himfelf fo inflexible, that, in fpeaking to us., 
he neither moved his head, nor his feet, nor his 
hands. He began by giving vent to his indignation 
againft the league, which made me conclude he 
had received fome new affront from it, and treated 
of his union with the King of Navarre, as of a 
thing the utility of which he was perfectly fenfible 
of: but fome remains of fear-made him always 
add, that he looked upon it as impoilible, fo long 
as the King of Navarre perfifted in his refolutions 
P 2 O.f 
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of not changing his religion. I took the word, and 
told the King in anfwer, that it would be in vain to 
propofe this expedient to the King of Navarre, be- 
caufe by following it he mult art againR his con- 
fcience ; but although he were capable of doing it, 
this would not produce what his MajeRy expected ; 
for that the motive by which the league was actu¬ 
ated, was neither a love of public good, nor that 
of religion ; that fo precipitate an action would 
therefore lofe the King of Navarre all the fuccours 
that he could expert from the Reformed, without 
detaching for all a ilngle man from the league ; 
that, on the contrary, fucb a weaknefs would in- 
creafe the pride of their common enemies. 1 he 
King replied ; and I Rill peiiifted in maintaining, 
that the King of Navarre, by complying with the 
terms propofed, could bring only his Angle perfon 
to his aid ; whereas by uniting with him in. the 
condition he was now in, and without exarting the 
facrifice of his religion, he would Rrengthen the 
King’s party with a body powerful in the Rate. I 
fpoke in the fame terms to the Queen-mother: and 
I perceived that both the one and the other remain¬ 
ed fatisfied of the force of my reafons; but that the 
fear of the change which a union with a prince of 
the Reformed religion might produce, was all that 
reRrained them. 1 did not, however, defpair of 
bringing them even to Rrike this bold Rroke ; and 
by the manner, not only gracious, but even free 
and open, in which their Majefties arted with me, 
I had room to flatter myfelf with fucceeding in 
this. 

I left them in thefe good difpofitions, to go to 
Paris, to confer with the Swifs deputies.' I had 
not fo much difficulty to bring them to my pur- 
pofe ; it only coR me a little cxpence in entertain¬ 
ment, and efpecially in wine ; by the means of 
which they promifed, without reRrirtion, a fuc* 
four of 2o,gco bwifs ; of which 40,eo only were 
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to remain in Dauphine, and the other 16,000 to be 
employed in the fervice, and at the difcretion of the 
two Kings. The King of France again allured me, 
by MelT. de Lenoncourt, cle Poigny, and Brulart, 
that his fentiments were not changed and that he 
palhonately defired the union. It was not lefs ear- 
neftly willied for bv the King of Navarre. In the 
dii pate lies I received from him almoft every day, 
he exhorted me to fet every thing to work to make 
it fucceed, and even to facrifice for this fomething 
of his intereft. 

At my return to St Maur, after having given 
the King an account of my journey, I brought up¬ 
on the carpet the queliion about the employment 
of the 1 6,oco Swifs, and the route they mull ob- 
ferve. The King demanded, that they fhould be 
brought into the neighbourhood of Parisand even, 
if there was need for it, ferve him againft the league. 
I forefaw all the inconvenience that might arife from 
this arrangemant, and did not condefcend to this 
artifice, but by the exprefs commandment of the 
King of Navarre, who thought fo little ought not 
to fruftrate the accommodation. It will be prefent- 
ly feen, whether this article was fo frivolous as was 
imagined, and what was the confequence of this 
evil compliance. 

The treaty between the two Kings being conclu¬ 
ded, upon the conditions that have been mention¬ 
ed, I thought of nothing but quitting the court. 
I left only Marlilliere at Paris, under colour of pur- 
fuing the negotiation that had been begun : but he 
had only attended me to Paris, to take the firft fa¬ 
vourable occafion of going to Germany, by the 
means of MelT. de Clairvant and de Guitry ; on 
purpofe to facilitate there the million of a body of 
German troops, which the Proteftants of thofe 
countries had promifed to the King of Navarre. 
This defign Manfilliere executed happily. As for 
me, after remaining eight days only at Kofny with 

my 
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mv wife, I rejoined the King of Navarre, very well 
Satisfied with the fuccefs of my commiffion. 

This prince could not refolve to continue fhut up 
and ufelefs in La Rochelle. He fo managed, that 
he obtained from the inhabitatants 1200 foot, 200 
liorfe, and three cannons, which he gave to the 
Duke de la Tremouille, to'go and take Talmont, 
which he could not fufFer to continue in the hands 
of the enemy. I followed the Duke de la Tre¬ 
mouille, with Mignonville, Fouquerolles, Bois-du- 
Lys, and fome other officers, and I had the charge 
of the artillery. 

The town having no fortifications, we feized it 
without oppofition, and immediately attacked the 
caftle. The jvalls were very ftrong, but had no 
works on the outfide. Maroniere, who was go¬ 
vernor of it, although he did not expect to be at¬ 
tacked, reckoned upon fome fpeedy fupplies that 
Malicorne had engaged to bring him ; which deter¬ 
mined us to prefs the place vigoroufly. The paf- 
fage by fea from Talmont to Rochelle is but fix 
hours. I imbarked for that place to fetch a fup- 
ply of powder, of which I had not a large enough 
provifion, and to inform the King of Navarre, that 
we fliould hardly fucceed with fo fmall a number of 
men. The King fpeedily raifed 2000 more in the 
neighbourhood of Rochelle, and (hipped them on 
boat'd of three veffeis, which for two days were in 
danger of perifhing. A t length we arrived at Tal¬ 
mont ; the three veffels cafe anchor there, one after 
another; and the befleged, learning that the King 
of Navarre conduced the attack in p^rfon, furren- 
dered to him. 

It was want of money that had prevented Mali¬ 
corne from fetching fupplies to the governor of 
Talmont. The King of Navarre, feeing himfelf 
delivered from this fear, led his troops to attack 
Chizai. Fayolle, who commanded there, defended 
himfelf perfectly : he made good ufe of a culve- 


1586. OF SULLY. nc> 

rine, which was the only piece of avtilery he had 
in the place ; and did not )ield till he faw himfelf 
deprived of all refource. I remarked it as a fingular 
thing, that Madame having lent the Reward of her 
liouiehold with a letter to the King her brother, a 
bullet of this culverine entered into the body of his 
horfe by his fundament, and came out at his breaft, 
yet he was not thrown down, but continued upright: 
above half a quarter of an hour. 

Another Ihot from an arquebufe caufed a much 
greater misfortune. A gentleman charged with a 
verbal mefTage to the King of Navarre, concerning 
important affairs, was {hot dead at the feet of this 
prince, having only had time to tell that he came 
from Heidelberg, from Pvleff. de Clairvant and de 
Guitry. This officer was fent to inform the King, 
that the German horfe, and other Proteftant troops 
from Germany were ready to enter France; and to 
inquire at him through what place he thought it 
proper they fhould march. Some were for their 
entering by Lorrain, where the league was moffc 
powerful; others maintained, that they ought to 
take their route by the Bourbonnois, from thence 
by Berry and Poitou, coafting the Loire. Meff. 
de Montmorency and de Chatillon gave their opi¬ 
nion for keeping them in Languedoc, and all along 
the Rhone. Never was feen lo great a diverlity of 
lentiments, and, as ill fortune would have it, the 
very worft prevailed; that is to fay, tire advice to 
make them enter into Beauce ; doublefs. becaufe 
the King of France did not incline to remove them 
from himfelf, to the end that he might be enabled 
to employ them upon occaiion againft the league, 
or at leaft to give it an umbrage. It is not probable 
that the King of Navarre would have coniented to 
this : but the accident that has been related was the 
caufe that he was not even informed of all thefe 
conteftations. 

This prince, with the fame good fortune, took 

Sanzyv 
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Sanzay, and afterwards St. Maixant. Thenoifeof 
five or fix canons, which hitherto were feidom 
made ufe of in fieges, produced this effedl. He a- 
vailed himfelf of his good fortune ; and feeing 
himfelf reinforced with 20c horfe and 1500 foot, 
which were brought him by the Prince of Conde, 
and the Count de la Rochefoucault, whom he had 
juft made Colonel*General of his infantry, he be¬ 
lieved himfelf able to undertake the fiege of Fon- 
tenay, the fecond place in Poitou ; although he was 
not ignorant, that in this place there was a brave 
governor, and a ftrong garrifon. This governor, 
whofe name was La-Roujfiere , refolved to defend 
not only the city, but the fuburb Des-Lodges alfo, 
which was larger and richer than the city itfelf, 
and furrounded on the outfide with a large ditch; 
to which were added ftrong barricadoes, which lliut 
up the entrance of this fuburb. The King of Na¬ 
varre fent La*Rochefaucault, at the head of forty 
gentlemen, to attack the head of this fuburb in a 
very dark night. I joined Meff. de Dangeau, de 
Vaubrot, d’Avantigny, de Challandeau, de Feu- 
quieres, de Brafleuffis, LeChtne, and two or three 
others. We polled ourfelves at the fide of the bar¬ 
ricadoes, with our pikes in our hands, and our pif- 
tols at our girdles, to throw them down, or leap 
over them. We were repulfed three times. Vau¬ 
brot, Avantigny, and I, in falling, drew five or fix 
barrels of dung upon us, under which we thought 
to remain intangled ; but thofe who were at our 
fide having at that moment forced their barricadoes, 
we railed ourfelves under favour of this effort; and 
the enemies feeing us mafters of the barricade, 
thought of nothing but retreating, after having fet 
fire to it, for fear that, by purfuing them too 
clofely, we ihould enter pel-mel with them into 
the city. 

We lodged ourfelves in the fineft houfes of the 
fuburb, where we found at the fame time commo- 
l dioufnefs 
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dioufnefs and abundance. The only inconvenience 
we differed, was from the fmall {hot of the place, 
which, from the terrafs of the grand gate, com¬ 
manded the whole ftreet, and made the entrance to 
the King’s and our own houfes very dangerous; 
and the batteries upon the ramparts commanding 
all the avenues of this fuburb, it was impoflible to 
enter it without being expofed to continual dif- 
charges. One day, as I crofted the ftreet, going 
from my own houfe to that of the King, which was 
the moil beautiful in the fuburb, a ball battered a- 
gainft my headpiece, juft as Liberge, my \alet de 
chambre, came up to faften it. I caufed a rope to 
be inftantly faftened acrofs the ftreet, and, by* 
means of fome cloaths that were hung over it, pre¬ 
vented the befteged from feeing at leaft comers and 
goers. 

We afterwards applied ourfelves without remif- 
fion to the trenching and the fap. The King of 
Navarre took incredible pains in thisftege, he con¬ 
duced the miners himfelf, after he had taken all 
the neceftary precautions againft the fupplies that 
might arrive from without. The bridges, avenues, 
and all the roads that led to the city, were ftriCly 
guarded, as likewife great part of the country. One 
night, when I was upon guard with twenty horfe, 
at the ford of a river, 1 heard the noiie of liorfes 
and irons at a diftance, which left me no room to 
doubt but I fhould be inftantly attacked. This 
noife ceafed for fome minutes, then began again 
with more violence, and was heard fo near, that I 
put myfelf upon the defenfive. I differed the troop 
to approach, in order to give them a dole fire : 
but when we were juft ready to difeharge, I per¬ 
ceived that what had given me fo great an alarm 
was only a herd of horfes and mares, which had 
been wandring all over this plain, and came to wa¬ 
ter at the river. I was the hrft to laugh at this 
adventure ; but inwardly I was not forry that I had 

Vol. I. given 
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given orders to the perfon whom I pitched upon ta 
go for afiifhmce, not to depart till we lhould be 
engaged in light. 

At this liege, my principal employment was to 
conduct the artillery. The lap was at la ft fo far 
advanced, that we could hear the voice of the fol- 
diers who guarded the parapets, within the lodg¬ 
ment of the miners. It was the King of Navarre 
who perceived this firft lie fpoke, and made 
himfelf known to the befieged; who were fo afto- 
nilhed at hearing him name himfelf from the bot¬ 
tom of thefe fubterraneons places, that they de¬ 
manded to capitulate. The propofitions were all 
made by this ftrange way ; the articles were drawn 
up or rather dilated by the King of Navarre, the 
fecuriry of whofc word was known fo thoroughly 
to the beheged, that they did not require a writ¬ 
ing. They had no caufe for repentance ; the King 
of Navarre, charmed with the noblenefs of this 
procedure, granted the garrifon all honours, and 
preferved the city from pillage. 

A woman of the city having killed a fat hog the 
fame day that they had capitulated, hearing that 
the garrifon had furrendered, imagined a pleafant 
llraragem, to conceal the prey frem the avidity of 
thefoldiery. She made her hufband hide himfelf, 
and wrapping the dead animal in a fheet, laid it, by 
the help of fome friends, in a coffin,and by her cries 
drew all her neighbours together. The lugubrious 
apparel of a funeral, inftrnfted them in the fubject 
that the pretended widow had to lament at fuch a 
rate. The priefts were deceived as well as others : 
one of them conducted the proctflion aerofs the 
fuburbs, into a church-yard without the city, with 
the permiflion of the King of Navarre. The cere¬ 
monies being performed, and the night being 
come, people polled by this woman near the grave, 
came to take up the dead, and were juft ready to 
carry it into the city; when they were perceived 

by 


123 


1586. OF SULL Y. 

by fome foldiers, who driving them from thence, 
tlifcovered the truth, and feized the prey. One 
may well imagine the fecret was not kept; it was 
already no longer one in the city ; a pricft,to whom 
this woman, pretTed with remorfe of conlcience, 
had opened herfelf, fpread the adventure every 
where. 

The K : ng of Navarre leaving the Lord of La- 
Boulaye governor in this place, went to take the 
abbey of Maillezais, the htuation of which he found 
fo advantageous, that he conceived a cieiign of 
forming it a regular fortrefs He ordered me to 
draw a plan ; and Davailles a relation of La-Bou- 
laye, was appointed to guard it. His troops more¬ 
over feized Mauleon, and after that the caftle of 
La-Garnache; from whence M. de Genoveis * 
drove his own mother. She retired to Beauvois, a 
fmall town upon the fea-coaft, whither her fon ftili 
purfued her; but he fell at this time into her 
hands himfelf, and {lie in her turn made him pri- 
loner of war. 

I was not prefent at thefe lieges : the forrowful 
news I received from Rofny obliged me to go thi¬ 
ther. During my ftay at St. Maur, I obtained a 
protection for my caftle and eltate of Rofny, and 
all the paffports that were necefTary for my going 
thither when I fhould think proper. It was this 
that made me eafy with regard to my wife, at a 
time when all forts of outrages againft the Protelt- 
antswere authorifed. I learned that this town was 

* D’Aubigne (vol. 3. b. 1. c. 10.) explains this better. The 
lady of La-Garnache, fays he, f;(Lr to the Duke of Rohan, held the 
city of La-Garnache, and the caftle of Beauvois upon the fea, in 
neutrality. Her fon, called tbs Vrir.ce of Genevois, upon a pretence 
of his mother’s marriage with the Duke of Nemours, feized La- 
Garnache, by means of a correfpondence he held with the domef- 
tics. He made the fame attempt upon Beauvois; but he found 
him r elf the prifoner of his mother. The refult of all this was, that 
the King of Navarre interefting himfclf in procuring his liberty, 
obtained it, and by the fame means the place, &c, 
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at that time almoft totally depopulated by the 
plague : my wife had there loft the greateft part of 
her domeftics ; and fear had obliged her to fly into 
a neighbouring forefL where fhc had pafied two 
days and two nights in her coach. She had after¬ 
wards taken refuge in the caflle of Huet, belonging 
to Madame de Champagnac, my aunt, which is 
not far diflant. The joy which file felt to know I 
was fo near her, gave way to her fears of the dan¬ 
ger I incurred by coming amongfl perfons infected 
with the plague : and ihe thought to force me to 
return, by ordering the gates of the caflle to be 
ihut upon me. She had too much need of fuccour 
and confolation to be abandoned in this flare. I 
entered, notwithftanding her reliftance, and ftaid a 
month in this houfe, having only two gentlemen 
and two domeflics with me, and breathing the air 
of the country in freedom ; for the report of the 
plague kept from my houfe all the importunate. I 
was nor wholly ufelels to the King of Navarre all 
this while : my wood-merchants ftill owed me 
24,000 livres, and I prefled for the payment of it. 
The perfecution that opened againft all Proteftants, 
left me at their mercy; and the fear left this mo¬ 
ney, together with all my eftates, fhould be con- 
fifeated for the ufe of the league, obliged me to 
content myfelf with 10,000 livres. 

As foon as the contagion ceafed, I carried my 
wife back to R.ofny, after having taken the necef- 
faty precautions to purify the houfe; and I quitted 
her upon the report, that the Duke of Joyeufe, 
wh >fe march had hitherto been flow, and his ope¬ 
rations inconfiderable, was advancing haftily, to 
drive the King of Navarre from Poitou. This 
prince had juA then beenrepulfed before Niort and 
Parthenai ; and finding himfelf unable to keep all 
his fortrefles againfl forces fo fuperior, he caufed 
the greateft part of them to be rafed and difinan- 
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tied, and prcferved only Fontenai, Talmont, Mail- 
lezais, and St. Maixant, retreating to llochelle, 
where I found him. 

The treaty of alliance between the two Kings, 
which was mentioned above, feeming. to promile 
quite another thing, the reader, doubtlefs, is im¬ 
patient to know the fuccefs. It was no longer in 
the quedion; in one moment all was overthrown. 
The procedure of the court had fomething in it 
very lingular. It would be a mydery ablolutely 
incomprchenfible, if one did not know of what va¬ 
riations a prince is capable, who abandons him- 
felf to irrefolution, timidity, and doth. In mat¬ 
ters of date, nothing is worfe than this fpirit of 
indetermination. One mud not in thefe difficult 
conjunctures abandon all, nor refufe all to hazard; 
but after having chofen an end by wife and cool 
reflections ail the deps that one makes ought to 
tend to arrive at it One cannot indeed too dear¬ 
ly buy, nor prefs too much a neceflary peace ; but 
in critical circumdances, nothing ought to be more 
carefully avoided, than keeping the minds of a 
people in fufpehfe, between peace and war. It 
was not by Inch maxims that Catharine?s counfel- 
lors conduced themfelves; if they formed any 
refolution, it was only momentary, but never 
final ; and in fo timid a manner was it always 
formed, that it did not remedy even the prefent 
evil but mod imperfectly. The fault of all 
minds taken up in little frivolous intrigues, and, 
in general, of all thofe who have more vivacity 
than judgment, is to reprefent to themfelves that 
which is near, in a manner that dazzles them; 
and not to fee at a didance what is through a 
cloud. A few moments, a few days, are what 
thev call futurity. 

To this fault of never being able to come to a 
deciuon, the King, or rather the Queen*mother, 
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a ided another to crown all *. It was the ufing I 
know not what little affected difiimulation, or ra¬ 
ther a miferable Rudy of doublenefs and deception, 
without which fhe imagined there could be no po¬ 
litics. The firft of thele errors concealing from us 
the evil which threatened us, and the other tying 
the hands of thofe who might have affifted us to 
prevent it; what could we expeft if it was not to 
be overwhelmed fooner or later? It was this that 
happened to Henry III.; for not bring able to re - 
folve to make life of the remedy that was offered 
him, I mean the junction of his troops with thofe 
of the King of Navarre, in order to repel vigor- 
oufly the enemies of his authority. It was requi¬ 
re to engage him in this, (for he did refolve upon 
it in the end), that he Ihould fee himfclf in an ex¬ 
tremity which might have been as fatal to the 
royal name, as Ihamcful to the memory of this 
prince. 

Catharine had recourfe to her ordinary artifices, 
and thought fhe performed a great deal, becaufe 
fhe travelled a great deal. She went to Poitou, 
and conferred many times with the King of Na¬ 
varre f at Coignac, Saint-Brix, and Saint Mai- 


* It has been affirmed, that the in.tereftof the true religion had no 
part in the politics of this Qa en. V/itnefs thofe words which fhe 
was heard to fay, when fhe thought the battle of Dreux was loft. 
“ Well ! we muft pray to God then in French V* 

•j- The Queen afking him vvh t he would have ? he replied, look¬ 
ing at the voung ladies fhe had brought with her, “ There is nothing 
({ here. Madam, that I would have.” Peref. Ma t’nieu (vol. i. 
b. 8 p. 5 ;8.) adds, that Cat.,a ine preffing him to make fume over¬ 
ture, 44 Madam,” faid he, “ there is no overture here for me.” This 
interview was at S\ Brix, Sept. 25. He was hunting one day at Sc. 
Brix, and wanting to fhew that his hcrle was more lively than two 
very fine ones belonging to Bellievre, a herd of j.igs behind a hedge 
frighted his hoi fe, who threw bimfelf over upon him. He remained 
fenfelefs, bleeding at the nofe and mouth. They carried him like one 
dead to the caftlc. However, two or three days after he was not to 
be feen there. Mem. of Ncvers, vol. 2, p, 5S8. 
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xant. Sometimes Hie fought to feduce him, at o- 
ther times to make him tremble at the fight of the 
confiderable forces that were ready to pour upon 
him, and whole operations, Hie told him, (he had 
hitherto fufpended. In a word, fhe forgot nothing, 
that (he thought might induce him to change his 
religion. It may well be believed, that it was not 
without regret fhe faw the league in a condition to 
opprefs the King of Navarre, becaufe it was not 
her intereffc that this fhould happen. But what fe- 
curity did lhe give this prince, by the rafh and un- 
feafonable meafures in which file wanted to engage 
him? Had he not reafon to believe, that this pro- 
pofal of abjuring his religion, which fhe was incef- 
fantly Hying before him, was not, at bottom, but 
an artful fnare to deprive him of the afiiftance of 
the Proteftants, to make him countermand the 
troops that came to him from Germany, to draw 
him to court, to ruin him, and, after him, all his 
adherents ? 1 had particularly proofs that juftified 
this thought. The conferences at which I was 
prelent with the King, not affording me the means 
of clearing my fufpicions, I Held private ones, by 
his orders, with the Ladies D’Uzes and DeSauves, 
who were better acquainted with Catharine’s incli¬ 
nations than any other perfons ; and by whom I 
w.ts fo much beloved, that they always called me 
their fon. The better to know their thoughts, I 
feigned to be aflured of what I did only conjecture, 
and complained that the Queen- mother fought by 
all manner of means to facrifice the King of Na¬ 
varre to the league. Thefe two ladies confefled to 
me in confidence, that they believed religion fer- 
ved Catharine only for a pretence, and that things 
were in fuch a hate, that the King of Navarre muft 
no longer think of getting out but fword-in-hand. 
They allured me afterwards, that they faw with a 
good deal of uneafinefs the bad difpofitions of the 
council towards this prince. Thefe words I have 

always 
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always believed to be fincere, although fpoke in a 
court where, next to gallantry, fallehood was the 
principal fiudv. 

Whatever were the Queen-mother’s intentions*, 
flie returned without having obtained any thing ; 
and Joyeufe with an army came to occupy her 
place. The conduct of an army intrufied to Jov- 
ufe was a fecond my fiery. Was it to mortify the 
heads of the league, who had prctenfions there, or 
to ruin them outright, if the new general had fuc- 
ceeded ? Was it, on the contrary, the difcovery 
of his connexions with the league, that induced 
the King to give him a place, wherein he was af- 
fured this ungrateful man would perifh, or at lcaft 
mifcarry ? Or was it only to remove a favourite, 
whom a new comer had deprived of the good gra¬ 
ces of the King: for it is often a mere bagatelle, a 
nothing, that produes the efreXs, which we are 
always willing to attribute to motives the mo ft 
grave. Was it not rather to inliance the lufire of 
his favour by a poft the mofi honourable ? Such 
was the fpirit of the court, that conjeXures, even 
the mofi oppofite, were fupported by equal proba¬ 
bilities ? One thing however which feems to deter¬ 
mine in favour of the iaft, is, that the army 
which Joyeufe commanded was compofed of the 
principal forces of the kingdom, that it was emi¬ 
nently filled with the flower of the nobility, and a- 
bundantly provided with all that could render it 
viXorious. 

The King of Navarre employed himfelf princi¬ 
pally in putting St. Maixant in a condition of de¬ 
fence : he went thither with fo much precipitation. 


* After a long convetfrtnn, the Queen mothe' - asking him if the 
trouble (he hai been at was t> pruduce no tvher fruit to her who 
wifhed nothing more than repofe ; he replied, “ Madina, I am not 
“ the caufe of it ; it is not I who hinders ton from lleeping in your 
“ bed, it is you that prevents me from rerting in mine ; the trouble 
“ you give yourfelf, pleafes and nourifhes you } peace is the greatelb 
enemy of \ourl.fe,” Peref. parti, 

i that, 


OF SULLY. 


I586. 


J29 


that, finking under his watching and fatigue, he 
was obliged, in his return to Piochelle, to throw 
himfelf into a waggon drawn by oxen, where he 
flept as in the moil elegant bed. To fpare the 
provifions with which he had (lored St. Maixant, 
he had ordered the two regiments of Charbonnieres 
and Des Bories, named to defend it, to poft them- 
felves at La-Motte Saint-Eloi, and there to expert 
the enemy’s arrival. All this could not prevent the 
reduction of this laif place, and of its cafile, nor 
that of St. Maixant, Maillezais, and many others, 
any more than the defeat of feveral campanies, a- 
mong others that belonging to Defpueilles, which 
was beat almoif in the light of La-Rochelle. The 
cruel behaviour of the conquerors rendered thefe 
misfortunes ftill more lenfible : all we could do 
in revenge, was to fall upon the waggons and the 
ftragglers, during the marches of this army. 

One day, as the Duke of Joyeufe led his army 
back again from Saintes to Niort, I polled myielf 
with fifty horfe in the forefi; of Benon, near the 
highway, feeking the occafion of ftriking fome 
blow. A foldier mounted by my order to the top 
of a tree, to obferve the order and motions of the 
enemy’s army, told us, that he faw a detachament 
advancing at fome interval from the fir/! battalions. 
Thofe who accompanied me were for falling upon 
this detachment, which might perhaps be fubdued, 
before it could be fuccoured. I did not relifh this 
propofal. I remembered a maxim of the King : qf 
Navarre’s, That one rarely fucceeded in attacking a 
party at the head of a whole army ; and I reflrained 
the ardour of my troop, who burned with defire to 
come to blows. We faw therefore this detach¬ 
ment pafs by, and afterwards the whole army, the 
battalions of which we could eafily count. The 
lad ranks marched fo clofe, that I was of opinion, 
there was nothing to be done: but as we were 
ready to retreat, the ientinel informed us, that he 
Vol. I. R (aw 
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faw two fmali fquadrons of fifty or fixty horfeeach, 
marching at a great diftance from each other. I 
wanted ftill to have fuffered the firft to pafs by ; but 
it was impoffible now to reftrain the troop. We 
fell upon the firft, and routed them ; twelve or 
fifteen were left dead upon the place, we took as 
many prifoners, and the reft ftved themfelves as 
they could. But what regret did I not feel for not 
having followed my own opinion, when I learned 
that this lecond troop was compofed of fifty of 
the principal officers of the Catholic arm;, with 
the Duke of Joyeufe himfelfat their head, who had 
flopped at Surgerea. to refrefh himfelf with a col¬ 
lation ! When I gave the King of Navarre an ac¬ 
count of this adtion, he told me fmiling, that he 
perceived very well I was willing to fpare the 
Duke's fquadron, in favour to my two brothers 
who were with him. One of them having a defire 
to fee La Ptochelle, I obtained a paftport for him, 
and conducted him every where. I had myfelf oc- 
cafion to take a tour to Niort, where the enemy's 
army lay, to agree upon terms of a combat that 
had been propofed between the Albanois of Capt. 
Mercure’s company, and a like number of Scots 
under the command of Wymes; but the Duke of 
Joyeufe would not permit it to be executed. 

I found this general gloomy and difquieted. I 
guefted fo truly the caufe of his uneafinefs, that 
when he told me, that he was on the point of go¬ 
ing as far as Montrefor; I did not hefitate to an- 
fwer with an air meant to increafe his fufpicions, 
that from thence he could go very eafily as far as 
the court. At thefe words he turned towards my 
brother, as acctifing him of having revealed what 
had palled. Tho’ he knew that there was nothing 
in it, he imagined his difgrace was certain, fince 
the report of it had already reached Ptochelle ; and 
it was this, I believe, that confirmed him in his 
refolution to go and deftroy, by his prefence, the 
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cabals of his ill-willers He concealed his fenti" 
ments, however, and anfwered coldly, that I buf¬ 
fered myfelf to be deceived by my too great dif- 
cernment. He endeavoured to perfuade me, that 
he had no intentions of leturning to Paris. I was 
fo well allured of the contrary, that I went back 
immediately to the King of Navarre, to concert 
with him proper meafures for availing ourfelves 
of his abfence, which would leave the Catholic ar¬ 
my without leaders ; for I did not doubt but a part 
of the general officers would take this journey 
likewife : in effect, Joyeufe was no fooner let out 
than his whole army, already badly difciplined e- 
nough, lived without rule and without obedience. 

The King of Navarre, who had fecretely afiem- 
bled 1200 men, drawn out of his garrifons, fell fo 
feafonably upon the companies of Vic, of Belle- 
maniere, the Marquis of Refnel, Ronfoy, and 
Picnne, and even upon that of the Duke of Joy¬ 
eufe, that finding part of them in bed, and part at 
table, he cut them all in pieces. He oftener than 
once alarmed the whole army, which remained 
under the command of Lavardin. He followed it 
to La-Haye in Touraine, and found means to keep 
it, as it were, befieged during four or five days. 
If on this occafion he had had forces fufficient to 
have enabled him to keep his poll: longer, I believe, 
that hunger would have delivered the whole army 
into his power. The foldiers fpreading themfelves 
over the villages, and expofing themfelves every 
where to procure provifions, we palled the river, 
and furprifed them every moment. 

In this little time, we killed and took above 600 
men. With fix horfes only, I went into a village 
full of foldiers : .they were fo accuftomed to be 
beaten, that I ordered the arms of thofe who were 
at the tables, and upon the beds, to be leized, and 
their matches to be put out, without their offering 
to repulfe us, although they were about forty in 
R 2 number. 
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number. I brought them to the King of Navarre, 
and they inlifted in his troops. 

The Count of SoilTons, who had long been dif- 
contented widi the court, gave the King of Navarre 
hopes, that he would come over to his party; and 
this prince neglected nothing that could keep him in 
this difpolition The negligence of the Catholic 
army furnifhing an occaiion, fuch as both the one 
and the other waited for, the Count of SoifTons 
took the road towards the Loire, and the King of 
Navarre fent all his troops to Rollers, to facilitate 
this prince’s pafiage over the river. They ferved 
him likewiie to feize the baggage of the i -uke de 
Mercoeur." The great convoy that efcorted it, was 
attacked fo fuddeniy near a bank, that they furren- 
dered without linking a blow, and the baggage, 
which was extremely rich, was entirely pillaged. 
My part of the bootv amounted to 2000 crowns. 
My brothers were no longer in this army; I had 
obtained a paflport for them to leave La-Haye. 

This fervicedid not remain without recompence : 
they procured me from the court a pafTport to Pa¬ 
ris, whither a preffing occaiion called me. At this- 
time the perfecution againft the Proteflants was at 
the height. On which fide foever they turned, they 
faw nothing but open abyfles. In the villages, where 
al became loldiers for the fake of pillage, their 
houfes could not fecure them from the fury of their 
periecutors. In Paris, and the great cities, they 
were expofed to rigorous fearches, which the zeal 
of religion inlpired, and the delire of being enrich¬ 
ed by their fpoils made but too cruelly executed. 
Princes will often fee thcmfelves fubje&ed to mis¬ 
fortunes like thefe, the greateft that can befal a king¬ 
dom, fo long as they will not know how far their 
rights and duties extend in this refpect. They 
cannot beyond meafure be enraged at any kind of 
action by which nature, fociety, or the laws, are 
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wounded *. A religion capable of authorizing fuck 
adlions, becomes neceflarily an o je<lt of the rigour 
of their juftice ; and in this only inftance is religion 
fubje&ed to the power of crowned heads; but their 
power is not extended to the internal fentimems of 
coniciences. In the precept of love to God the 
different apprehenlrms of which form the diverfity 
of religions, the Sovereign Mafter referves to him- 
felf whatever reaches not beyond fpeculation, and 
leaves to princes all that tends to deftroy common 
pra&ice. The ignorance or the contempt of this 
maxim, was the caufe that the Reformed led an 
unhappy life. They whofe eftates were large 
enough to admit of their living in Paris, chofe that 
as the leak dangerous way, becaufe of the facility 
with which they could keep themfelves unknown in 
a city fo confufed and fo tumultuous 

My wife had retired thither fome time, having 
ufed the precaution to take a borrowed name : to 
her was added, befides the common misfortunes, 
that of being far advanced in her pregnancy, du- 


* It is true, it has never been demonftrated, that religion obliges 
fovereigns to perfecute thofe who make pjoicffion of another tanh i 
but this does not hinder the maxims which the Duke of Sully elta- 
blilhes here from being very dange ous, in th it they feem to dif- 
charge kings from that indi ( penfible obl.gation they are u.jd r to pre* 
fervc the true religion ; an obligation which includes that of making 
the worlhip, and ill the exterior pradKe of it, to be exadhy obfer- 
ved ; whiji is equally co formable to the principles of a wife poli¬ 
cy, as to thofe ot religion j a fata experience having but too well 
Ihewn, that it is much more ncceflary to prevent all difputes upon 
matters of religion, tha to filence them when they are b.gun. Af¬ 
ter the tonfeflion M. d Sully fo often makes in his Memoirs, of 
that fp rit of revolt and mdepend nee which conducted all the Reps of 
the Calvinift party in France, it is !'ra >ge tnathe is not fenfi Je, that, 
according to his own maxims, this budy deferved 10 fu r r all the ri¬ 
gour of the law. This p ace, in my opinion, iufficiently juflifies whac 
1 have faid in the preface to this work, that i is mare proper to relate 
all the author’., ientiments in theology, than to fupprefs them. It is 
not poffible to underftand his meaning here on the fu.'jedt of charity # 
Obfcuritv is generally a proof of falfe principles, and weak reafoning. 

--“ This note is fupprtffjd in the Geneva edition. It evidently 

<e favours perfection, and ihews it was written by a Roman Catholic.” 
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ring which Hie wanted all kinds of conveniences. 
When I fuppofed the drew near her time, the fear 
of all that might happen to her in this condition, 
was what induced me to take a journey to Paris. 
I found her jull delivered of a Ion, to whom I gave 
for godfather the Lord of Rueres, then a priioner 
in the goal of the parliament, and the child was 
carried from the baptifmal font to church, by a ci¬ 
tizen named Ch tfnHc and his wife ; for the wor- 
fhip and aflemblies of the Proteftants were not fuf- 
pended, for all the fevere informations that were 
made againft them. At this time there were feve- 
ral women burnt for this caufe : The dangers I ran 
myfelf were very great; and I avoided them only 
by the furprifing happinefs of not being known. 

At lad: the number of fpies increafing in all parts 
of the city, the fearchwas fo diligent, that nothing 
could efcape. I did not think it poilible to hay any 
longer in Paris without expoiing myfelf to evident 
peril. I left it therefore alone, and in difguife, and 
fled to Villepreux ; from whence I took a by-road 
to Rofny. 

The Duke of Joyeufe had been received in Paris 
with praifes and acclamations, which ought to have 
made him blufh in fecret for not having deferved 
them better. They did not, however, hinder him. 
from being feniibly affected with the defeat of his 
arjuv, of which he was fpeedilv informed. He in- 
deavoured, by all poilible means, to make fatisfac- 
tion for this lofs, which, in the difpolition the King 
was in with regard to him, was not a difficult talk. 
His arrival had difconcerted all the intrigues of his 
enemies, and his favour with Henry was rifen to 
fuch a height, that he could refute him nothing. 
All the courtiers attached themfelves to him*; and 

he 


* Tn Vis cmbrfTy to R. me, be was treated as the King's brother; 
h had a he. ri worthy of r*. s rinple foilum*. Cnt d.iy having made 
the twu kcr.caries of tia:e wait loo long in tr.e King's aniichamber, 
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he fee out again for Guienne, with the flower of 
the French nobilitv : while many other bodies of 

J 7 J 

troops, taking feparate ways, afFembled at the ren¬ 
dezvous he had appointed for them. 

Thefe different marches of the troops having 
made the roads lefs fafe, I found no other means 
of returning to Rochelle, but by accomodating 
the date of my paffport, which was expired. By 
this chicanery I got fafe to the King of Navarre, 
whom 1 found employed in taking meafures to pre¬ 
vent the dreadful ftorm he faw ready to burft upon 
him. He drew together all the loldiers he could 
find in Poitou, Anjou, Tourainne, and Berry, and 
fent orders to the Prince of Conde, the Count of 
Soifions, MefT.de Furenne, de la Tremouille, and 
R.ochefoucault, to join him with all the forces they 
had. With all thefe fupplies, his troops were 
greatly inferior to thofe of the Duke de Joyeufe. 
They only ferved to put him in a condition of open¬ 
ing a way through Guienne, Languedoc, and the 
Lyonnois, towards the fource of the Loire, where 
he reckoned upon meeting the German auxiliaries. 
He made ufe of his utmoft endeavours to accom- 
plifh this jiindlion before the troops of Joyeufe 
were all joined. This prince, therefore, advanced 
with his army towards Montlieu, Montguyon, and 
La-Roche-Chalais, but always clofely followed and 
watched by the enemy’s general, who having pene¬ 
trated into his defign, thought he ought not to wait 
for the arrival of the' Marechal de Matignon, nor 
of feverai other regiments that were coming to join 
him, left he fhould fufier an occafion to efcape him, 
which he might never be able to recover. His 
forces were already fo much fuperior to the King 
of Navarre’s, that this determination could not be 
accufed of temerity ; and the King, who never ha- 


he excufed himfelf by refigning up to them a donation of 100,000 
crowns which the King had juft given him. Notes on the Hennade. 
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zarded a fignal a6lion, but when forced to it by 
neceflity, inftead of f eking the battle, thought of 
nothing but how to get the river between them, that 
he might purfue his march without obftacle, and 
gain the Dordogne, upon which he had places com¬ 
modious enough for putting a hop to the purfuit 
of the enemies. 

With thefe difpofitions on both fides, the King of 
Navarre arrived at the paffage of Chalais and Art- 
beterre. The poll: of Contras appeared of import¬ 
ance to him, for facilitating this paffage- It ap¬ 
peared of no lefs importance to Joveufe, for retard¬ 
ing it. He fent JLavai’din to poffefs himfelf of it ; 
but La Tremouille, being more diligent, prevented 
him, and maintained himfelf in it, after a fkirmifh 
iharp enough The King of Navarre refolved to 
take advantage of this poll: to attempt the paffage, 
and made us endeavour it all night. He referred 
to himfelf the care of tranfporting the troops, and 
left that of the baggage, particularly the artillery, 
conjointly to Clermont, Bois-du-Lys, Mignonville, 
and me. As it was neceffary to make ufe of all 
poffible difpatch, we fet ourfelves to work imme¬ 
diately, having the water up to our knees. One 
half was already got to the other fide of the river, 
when the fcouts, whom the King of Navarre had 
fent during the night to make difeoveries, returned 
with fome prifoners they had taken, and informed 
us, that Joyeufe. refolute to attempt every thing 
to force the King of Navarre to a battle, had de¬ 
camped about ten o’clock at night, and would be 
up with him at furtheff: by feven or eight in the 
morning. This intelligence convinced the King, 
that our labour was not only ufelefs, but very dan¬ 
gerous ; becaufe, if found by the enemy employed 
in paffing the river, that part of his troops which 
ihould remain on this fide of it muff: be inevitably 
routed, as it could receive no affiftance from the 
troops on the other. Thofe who had already got 

2 over. 
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over, were ordered to return immediately. Our 
labour was now redoubled, and to add to it, he de¬ 
prived us of Mignonville *, for whom he had occa- 
fion. Although we were extremely weakened by 
the fatigue we had fuftcred, yet that did not hinder 
the King from pointing out to me an eminence, up¬ 
on which he exprefied a vvilh that his artillery could 
have been placed, but durft not hope that we fhould 
have time to gain it. In effefl, we already difeo- 
vered the enemy’s van. Luckily Joy eufe, who with¬ 
out doubt was not fufhciently acquainted with the 
ground, or fuffered himfelf to be too much tran¬ 
sported by his ardour, had given orders for fixing 
his artillery in a place fo low that afterwards find¬ 
ing it would be ufelefs, he caufed it to be removed, 
and by that means gave us a fpace of time, of which 
we were wife enough to avail ourfelves, to place our 
own. It muff be confeffed, that this general, after 
all that he did, drew almofi: no fervice from his ar¬ 
tillery and this doubtlefs was one of the chief 
caufes of his lofing the battle. This fhews, that 
there is nothing more necefiary for the general of 
an army, than an exa£t and piercing fight, which 
fhortens diftances, and prevents confufion, I ne¬ 
ver knew a general that poffefled this quality in an 
equal degree with the K ing of Navarre f. 

The battle % was already begun, before our artil¬ 
lery, 


* Mignonville, who was (lain foon after, before Nonancour, when 
Henry IV. ftormed that city. He was marechal de camp, anr. an ex¬ 
cellent officer. Henry had a great numl e ot fuoaltetn officers of 
uncommon merh and abilities in his army ; fuch were Mon g ;rr,m"ry, 
Belle/uns, Montaufieur, V.’udore, Des Ageaux, Favas, vshom the 
hiflorians, in fptaking of this battle, have mentioned with honour. 

•f Le Grain makes him pronounce this military harangue to his 
foldiers. “ My friends, behold here a prey much more conhderaoJe 
ic than any of your former booties; it is a new mairied man, who 
“ has {till the nuptial portion in his coffers, and all the choice of 
“ courtleis is with him.” Dec. of Henry the Great, book 4. 

| It began Oft. 20. at nine in the morning, and ended at ten. 
The viftory was complete; 5000 of the enemy were left dead upon 
Vo 1.. I, S the 
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lery, which confifted only of three pieces of canon, 
was fixed; and we had foon occafion for'k. The 
quarter of M. de Turenne, whofe troops behaved 
very ill, and that of La-Tremouille, had been for¬ 
ced the firft fhock, which was beginning to throw 
the whole army into diforder. The Catholics cried 
out ViClory; and indeed they wanted but little of 
being victorious in reality But at this very mo¬ 
ment our artillery began to play ; and fo terrible 
was the fire f, that every difcharge carried away 
twelve, fifteen, and fometimes five and twenty men. 
It put a flop immediately to the impetuofity of the 
enemy, and galled them fo much, that, to avoid- 
the fire, they diiperfed, and offered only an ill-com¬ 
pacted and ill-fuftained body to the efforts of the 
King of Navarre, the Prince of Conde, and the 
Count of Soiflons, who had come together at the 
head of three fquadrons. Tliefe three princes £ 
performed prodigies of valour ; they overthrew all 
that oppofed them, and advanced victorious over the 
bodies of the dead. Their armour was all bat¬ 
tered with blows. In a moment all was changed. 


the place, and 500 taken prifoners. Tn the King of Navarre's army 
there was but a very fmall number of ioldiers (lain, and not one per- 
fon of diflinflion. See the bi(toria ns. Father Daniel (vol. 9. 4to.)• 
gives an exact defciiption of the battle of Coutras. I would fain 
have tranfcribe.j the whole artice here. 

•j- The firfl: lire of <he artillery, fays Le Grain (book 4.) carried off 
fevcn captains of the regiment of Picardy, the belt and molt warlike 
in the Duke’s army. 

J All I (hall fay to you, faid the King of Navarre to them, is, that 
you arc of the heufe of Bourbon, and, a< God lives, I will (hew you, 

that I am your eldcft brother..-.His valour was that day far fupe- 

fior to that of all others. He wore a plume of white feathers on 
his helmet, to make bimfelf remarkable. Some throwing themfelves- 
before him, to defend and cover his perfon, he cried, “ St2nd off, I 
<( befeech you ; do not cclipfe ms; I would be feen.’’ He fore- d the 
firlt ranks of the enemy, took feveral prifoners with his own hand, 
and collared one named Chactau-Regnard, cornet of a company of 
foo", faying, <c Yield thee, Philifline.” Peref, tb. 


and 
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and the death of the Catholic general * fecured to 
the Proteftants a complete vi&ory. 

As foon as I beheld the enemy fly, I abandoned 
the canon as ufelefs, and mounting my horfe which 
Bois-Breuil kept ready for me behind the artillery, 
I flew to learn tidings of my brothers ; and I had 
the confolation to hear, that neither of the two had 
been in the battle. I met the King of Navarre bufy 
in difperfing the fugitives f, and compleating his 
vidlory, which he did not think fure fo long as any 
remained to make head againfl: him. The bodies 
of Joycufe and St. Sauveur his brother, were drawn 
from under aheap of carcafes, and laid upon a table 
in the hall of the caftle of Coutras, and a coarfe 
iheet thrown over them 


* Slain in cold blood, by La Mothe St. Henry j others Jfay, by two 
caDtains of foot, named Bordeaux and Defcentiers. 

■f* Some perfons feeing the fugitives halt, came and told him, that 
the Marechal de Matignon’s army appeared: he received the tidings 
as a new fubjeCl of glory, and turning courageoufly to his men, “ Let 
** us go, my triends,” laid he: “ two battles in one day, is what has 
* c never been feen.” 

t The following is an anecdote, the truth of which I cannot an- 
fwer for. However, the reader may not be difpleafed to fee it. It 
is to be found in the Memoirs of Amelot de la H uflaye, vol. 2. p. 443. 
who relates it as drawn from the hiftory of the lords of Enghien, by 
Colhns. “ The King of Navarre,” fays this author, u gained the 
€t victory, to the great fatisfa&ion of the King of France, who fe- 
€< cretly correfponded with ti.e victorious army, through the faithful 
“ interpofition of ’he Marquis of Rofny, of the houfe of Bethune, 
“ now Duke of Sully, who remained unknown at Paris.” This 
author feems to have been acquainted with the Duke of Sully *s fecret 
negotiations with Henry III. already mentioned : but he is miftaken 
in this, that thefe negotiations produced no efFeCt, Bnce the Duke of 
Joytufe was (till in high favour with this prince, at leafl if we may 
believe M. de Sully, who ought to know better than any other: and 
that Sully could not be at Paris, becaufe he was at the battle 5 and 
that even the laft journey he took there, Ibme time before, had no 
*ther motive than the defire of feeing and aflilling his wife. 
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'HAT the Proteftant party might have derived 



a great advantages from the vidtory of Coutras, 
and that they did not derive any, is equally true. 
I am fine ere enough to confefs, that the King of 
Navarre did not, upon this occafion, do all he might 
have done. If, with an army victorious and matter 
of the field, he had advanced to meet the foreign 
auxiliaries, nothing could have prevented their junc¬ 
tion ; and, after a ttroke fo important, his party 
would have been equal at leatt to the Catholics. It 
is certain, that one never knows all the value of a 
moment : the wifett are deceived in this *. The 
ambitious defigns and interetted views of fome of 
the chiefs of the victorious army, fnatched from 
the King of Navarre the fruits of his victory; but 
this is a truth few people are acquainted with. 

The Prince of Conde, feduced by the advice of 
Tremouille, thought the time was at laft come, 
when he could execute the hardy project he had 
long premeditated, which was to difmember the 
crown of France of Anjou, Poitou the countries 
of Aunis, Saintonge, and Angoumois, to compote 
of them for himfelf an independent principality. 
With this view, he haftily withdrew all the troops 
he had brought to the general army, and turned all 
his thoughts to make himfelf matter of Saintes and 
Brouage, which he imagined he would carry ealily 

* Our Inft hiftorians are equally agreed in thefe two thing?, that 
the King of Navarre knew not how to avail himfelf of this victory, 
and that this was not entirely owing to foml'clf. D’Aubigne is ai- 
moft the only perfon who exculpates all his ofhceis, and lays the 
blame wholly upon the prince himfelf, Vol. 3. b. 1. c, 15. 


upon 


. 15 - 7 * O F SULLY. i 4 r 

upon the fjrfl: alarm ; after which he faw nothing 
that could be able to refift him. For ambition rcr 
femblcs the bird in the fable, who has a ftrong wing, 
and an infatiable appetite *. 

The 


* The Duke of Sully does not agree here with D’Aubime, Du- 
Pleffis-iVornay, and the author of the life of the Duke of Bouillon. 
Jt is probable he had better memoirs than them all, with regard to 
the defign he attributes to the Prince and the Duke on this occafion ; 
but 1 am afraid there was feme pu-judice and pafiion on his fide. In 
my opinion, M. de Thou is better able than any other perfon, to de¬ 
ride this queftion. Speaking of the confequences of the battle of 
Couvras, he fays, that a council being afi’embled, to deliberate upon 
what meafures were necefiary to be taken, the Prince of Cor.de pro¬ 
posed, that they ftiould go to meet the foreign troops along the fide of 
the Loire, and fecure them a pafTage over tills river, by icizing Sau- 
mur ; that this advice was not followed, for reafons which he relates, 
and which are very bad} and it was agreed only, that the Prince of 
Conde /hould go, with what troops they could Ip re him, to join to 
the German army towards the fource of the Loire, taking his way 
thrrugh the heart of Angoumois and Limofin. That the King of 
Navarje, on his fide, Lcing himfelf abandoned by the greateft part of 
‘the Nobility of Poitou and Satntonge, marched towards St. Foi in 
Agenois, from whence He took the route up to Pau, leaving the con¬ 
duit of his little army to the Vifcount de Turenne } who not willing 
to let the. foldiers be idle, befieged Sarlat in Perigord, defigningat leaft 
to lay it under contribution if he could not take it. This is what 
DeThou fays: to which may he added, a very important circum- 
flance, and at the fame time a very true one, fince neither the Duke 
of Bouillon, nor his apologifts, could contradiil it; which is, that it 
was the Vifcount himfelf who rejected the Prince of Conde’s prudent 
advice. From all this it follows, that the Prince of Conde was not 
guilty of what lie is here accufed of: which is further confirmed by 
D’Aubigne, who adds, that it was Upon a promife the King of Na¬ 
varre made him to join him foon, that he advanced to Augrmois, 
where he waited a long time to no purpofe. This prince, however, 
is not cleared of having had likewife views of independence, of 
which no hiftorian doubts. 

Although the Vifcount Turenne appears to have a£ted upon this 
occafion in confequence of the refolution of a general council ; yet, 
in my opinion, we'are not the lefs aurhorifed to think difadvantage- 
oufiy of him. It is bad reafoning in Marfolier, to grant cn one fide, 
that lie was infiigated by his ambition to wicked defigns, and, on the 
other fide, to complain, that thofe defigns are fuppofed the motives 
of his conduff. This is to deftroy the idea he would give us of the 
Duke of Bouillon, as of the greateft politician of his time. Thefe 
rafh judgements are condemned by religion, but are allowed by the 
laws of hiftory; and political eonjedlures are ofttn reduced to this 
foundation alone. 


As 
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The Vifcount Turenne, with iimilar deligns upon 
the Limofin and Peri go rd, where he already polfelT- 
ed great ellates, purfued the fame conduct with the 
Prince of Conde; and obliging all his troops (which 
alone compofed one third of the army) to follow 
him, led them to the liege of Sarlat, flattering them 
that this expedition would enrich even the meaneft 
foldier. He perfectly juftified the proverb, that 
great promifers perform the leaft: the check he re¬ 
ceived before this little paltry town, ought to have 
convinced him timeoufly of the vanity of his pre¬ 
tentions. The Vifcount had the misfortune not to 
be pitied by any, and leaft of all by the King of 
Navarre ; for he had acted quite contrary to his 
advice. 

The Count of SoilTons concealed his defigns more 
artfully : however, it is certain that his new attach¬ 
ment to the King of Navarre was not more fincere, 
and had been dictated folely by felf-mtereft. He 
had gained the heart of the Princefs Catharine, the 
King’s lifter, and lie was continually exprcfimg to 
this prince, the palfion he had of uniting hirnfelf 
yet more clofely to him by marriage ; but this de- 
lign concealed another too lhameful for him to fuder 
it to be perceived. He pretended by this marriage 
to fupplant the King of Navarre in all his rights ; 
and as he faw no probability that this prince, ha¬ 
ving the Pope, Spain, and the French Catholics for 
his declared enemies, fhould ever fucceed in his en- 
terprifes, he reckoned upon enriching hirnfelf with 
his fpoils, and upon gaining, at lead, the great 
eftates which make up the appennage of the houfe 
of Albret on this fide the Loire. Such being his 
intention, he took care neither to aliiffc him with 


As for what has been faid in the fame place againft the Count cf 
SmfT»ns, it is, and will be lull more fnppoited hereafter, b% unan- 
fwerable proof. Do Thou, book ; Mem. of Du- Pleflis, b < k 1.; 
D’Aubigoe, vol. 3. book I. chap. 15.: Maifolier’s hiftory of Henry 
Duke of Bouillon, vc!. 1. book 3. 


his 


his advice, or his arm, to purfue his Iaft victory ' 
on the contrary, he feized that moment to prefs him 
To eameftly to allow him to go to Bearn to vifit the 
Princefs his lifter, that the King, feeing himfelf in a 
more forlorn condition than if he had loft the battle, 
thought he was obliged, in gratitude for the afiift- 
ance the Count had given him, to grant him this 
fatisfadtion. He himfelf was alfo dragged thither 
(and the Count was not ignorant of it), by a palfion 
which had always been the weaknefs of this prince. 
Love called him back to the Countefs of Guiche, 
to lay at her feet the colours taken from the enemy, 
which he had caufed to be fet apart for that purpofe. 
Accordingly they took the road together to Bearn. 
Happily this unfeafonable journey did not produce 
all the difadvantages that might have bean reafona- 
bly feared from it: it was fo far of ufe to the King 
of Navarre, as to give him a more particular know¬ 
ledge of the perfon on whom he was upon the point 
of bellowing his filler. The Count of SoilTons 
could not fo well diffemble, but that the King gueft- 
ed at fome part of his fentiments ; and a letter 
which he received from Paris perfectly revealed 
them. By this he learned, that the Count of Soif- 
Tons had taken this hep purely at the inlligation of 
the ecclellallics, who had devifed this artifice to de¬ 
prive him of all his polTelTions: that the Count had 
folemnly fworn to them, as foon as he had married 
the Princefs, he would bring her with him to Paris, 
and abandon for ever the party of his benefactor, 
and afterwards concert nieafures with them to ac- 
complifh the reft. This letter, which the King of 
Navarre received at his return from hunting, when 
he was juft ready to fall into the fnare that was laid 
for him, gave him an averfion for the Count, which 
nothing was ever able to efface. He broke with, 
him, and regretted too late, that lie had abandoned 
himfelf to his counfel. 

I had not the mortification to be a witnefs of all 

thofe 
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thofe refutations which were taken after the battle 
of Coutras, and which I lhould in vain have oppo- 
fed. Some days after the battle, before thefe foolifh 
reflections had impoil'oned all their minds, the King 
of Navarre took me afide, in a garden, and alked 
my opinion concerning the condition into which 
this laft aftion had put his affairs. I told him, that 
he muff, without lofs of time, march with all his 
forces towards the fource of the Loire, to receive 
the foreign fupplies, or, what would be the fame 
thing, facilitate their pafiage, by taking poffeflion. 
of all the towns on this fide of the river ; which, 
unlefs it were Poitiers and Angouleme, which he 
might leave, feemed to me not difficult to be won. 
By this means he would at leaft fecure to himfelf, 
in all events, the fiiieft and beff provinces, front 
whence he could not be driven in a iliort time, or 
by inconfiderable forces. 

The King of Navarre approved of this advice, 
and feemed to me determined to follow it exactly. 
He told me, that he had juft fent Montglat to the 
foreign army, and that lince he could not go to put 
himfelf at the head of it, he ardently wifhed the 
Prince of Conti would accept of that charge. He' 
had juft received letters from this prince, in which 
he offered to affift him in perfon. The pretence of 
going to join the remains of the royal army, might 
enable the Prince of Conti to reach the auxiliaries 
without danger. The King then left to me the care 
of prevailing upon the Prince to take this ftep, and 
commanded me not to give it over. 

I fet out from the army, charged only with a 
letter of three lines, and fending my equipage to 
Pons, paffed into the Maine, where I expected to 
have found the Prince, by means of the acquaint¬ 
ance I had with the governors of thofe places thro’ 
which he muff pafs. I learned, at my arrival, that 
the Prince of Conti had fet out by himfelf two days 
before, but, had not been able to keep his route fo 
2 fecrer, 
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fee ret, but that his intelligence with the foreigners 
was perceived; which was the caufe that the roads 
were ftill infefted by detachments that were fent 
after him. I was therefore obliged to take a circuit, 
in order to join him, and to pafs by Rofny ; from, 
whence coming to Neaufle, I was there informed, 
that the Germans engaged without order, and with¬ 
out guides, in provinces unknown, hopped by large 
rivers, and liar rafted inceflantly by the troops of 
the league, had at length been totally defeated at 
Auneau # : that the Swifs, to avoid the like mis¬ 
fortune, had inlifted, to the number of 12,000, in 
the troops of the league: that the King of Navarre 
was at Bearn, his troops inactive, and difperfed on 
all ftdes. 

This fad news fhortening my journey, and fru- 
ftxating my commiflion, nothing now remained for 
me to do, but to turn back to Rofny ; where, while 
I deplored in my heart the effedls of fo bad conduct, 
I feigned, for my fecuritv, to take part in the pu¬ 
blic rejoicings that followed upon the defeat of Au¬ 
neau. I viftted my eftates in Normandy, expelling 
the remedies which time, and the King of Navarre’s 
return, might bring to our misfortunes : and when 
I was informed that this prince had returned from 

* See the detail of this in De Thou, book 8 7. D’Aubigne, vol. 3. 
book 1. Matthieu, vol. r. bo^kS. p. 537 Chton Noven. vol. 1. p.39. 
and particularly vhe Mem irs ot the hague, vol. 1. where it c bter- 
ved, that at t .e time this aimy was mcamped near the river Yonne, 
Montglat came from the King of Navarre, to define the commanders 
of it would march towards the fource of the Loiie, where he would 
put himfeH at their head $ but they did not'think proper 1 do fo. 
The leaders were the Baron d’Onau or Dona, Guitry, Cle vant, 
Bauvais La-Nocle, Src. If they had obeyed 'his order, cheKingof 
Navarre, then returning from Bearn, would have had time to join 
them wi’h all his troops, and the army would not have b^-en defeated 
Davila (book 8 ) relates the Duke of Guile s reply to the Duk' of 
Maienne, who thought it a great rifle *6 attack an enemy fo much 
iuperior in number. “ Thofe,” faid he, tl that do net care to fght, 
* { may flay here. What I could not refolve upon in half an hour, 
« I could never refolve upon all my life. 1 * 
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Bearn, I went to join him at Bergerac, where the 
news of the taking of Caftillon confoled him a lit¬ 
tle, amid 11 fo many fubje£ts of affliction. The liege 
of this place had Coft the Duke of Maienne a mil¬ 
lion of crowns, and the Vifcount Turenne retook 
it * for lefs thaii two crowns. 

A little afterwards, we were informed of two 
events that were likely enough to change the face 
of affairs. One of them was the death of the Prince 
of Conde f, a death as hidden as tragical,, the im- 
prifonment of fome of his chief attendants, and the 
punifhment of one of his domeftics :f, who was torn 
to pieces by four horfes, left no room to doubt but 
that he died by poifon. The news of the populace 
* riling at Paris f, and barricading the ftreets, and 


* By means of aladJerot cords. 

■f Allhough there was a fecret iealoufy between the Prince of Con¬ 
de' and the King of Navarre, yet the King was extremely afflt&ed for 
his lofs, and fhutting himfelf up in his cabinet with the Count of 
SoifTons, he was heard to fend forth great cries, and to fay, “ That 
“ he had loft his right hand.” Perefixe, part 1. This prince was 
called Henry, and was fonto Lewis of Bourbon, firft Prince of Conde. 
He had no children by his firft wife: bin at his death he left his fe- 
cond, Charlotte Catharine de la Tremoutlle, three months gone with 
child. It was a great error which was fpread among the people, that 
tlenry of Conde, the fecond of that name, was born thirteen months 
after the death of his father. He w as born the ill of September fol¬ 
lowing. 

J The name of this domeftic was Brillant. One of his pages was- 
executed in effigy. The Princefs herfelf was comprehended in this 
accufation. .Rene Cumont, the lieurenant-particttlur of St. Jean, com¬ 
menced a procefs againd her, which was fufpended on account of the 
birth of Henry II. Prince of Conde. After fix years imprifonment, 
the Piincefs prefented a petition to the parliament of Paris, who 
brought this affair before their tribunal, and acquitted Charlotte Ca¬ 
tharine de la Trcmouille of the crime of which ihe was accufed. The 
Prince of Conde died at St. Jean d’Angely. March 5. 1588, a- 
ged thirty five years. De Thou, book 90. Morifot, X know not 
upon what authority, fays, that the death of ihe Prince of Conde 
might be occafioned by a wound he received in his fide, by a lance, at 
the battle ol Contras. Henry Magn. cap. 12. p. 27. 

* Thursday, May 12. 

4 I fhv-ll net give a detail of it here, as it would be too long, and 
may befi.es be found in a great many other books. It is ftifficient to 
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of the King, departure from that city, followed 
foon after, and was fpread every where by the 

courier, 


fay, that Henry III. to prevent the dangerous defigns of the league, 
having ordered about 6000 troops, the muff part Swi’fs, to enter Paris 
and fpreading them in different quarters of the city, the people rofe 
and being kept together by fome of the chiefs of the league, fortified 
themfelves in the ftreets, repulfcd the foldiers, difarmed the §wifs, 
defeated the King's guards, and carried tne barricades within fifty 
paces of the Louvre, &c. Ilenry III, feeing himfelf ready to be be- 
fieged in the Louvre, and not willing to expofe himfelf to the violence 
Qt an enraged populace, went out privately by the Tuilerieg, and the 
Suburb Montmartre, from whence he got to Chartres. The affair 
yv as afterwards turned into a negotiation b.etwten the Queen-mother 
^nd the Duke of Guife, and the abtolute decifion of it remitted to 
the ftates of Blois. 

I obferve, after D’Aubigne, that it was very fortunate for Hen¬ 
ry III. that his troops feized and kept pcfEilion of the fuburb St. 
Honore, and the back of the Tuilertesj and that no one of the 
league thought of feizip.g thefe quarteis. Thofe who guarded the 
gate of Nefle fired at a diftanc- upon the King’s troops, and feeing 
the ferry boat of the Tuileries approach, in which they fuppofed the 
King to be, cut the cable. Chron. Noven. tom. 1. 

Henry III. was, on his fide, guilty of a much greater fault, in for¬ 
bidding Grillon, colonel of the French guards, 10 take p.oheffion of 
the fquare Mauberr, and the quarter of the univerfity, and by hinder r 
ing his foldiers from firing up *n the populace ; vyho, by a ftep more 
firm and feafonable, might have been retained in th.eir duty. The 
Duke of Guife waited fix whole djys at Soiffons, not dating to come 
to Paris, contrary to the King’s orders, which were fignified to him 
by Bellievre, in two letters that he fent him at .different times by the 
poft. They were to blame, as Matthieu alfo obferves, vol. 1. book 8. 
for not fending thefe letters by an exprefs to the Duke of Guife 5 for 
the Duke imagined, that he might elude this order, by denying he 
had received the letters, as in eftedt he did at the .Queen’s palace, in 
the prefence of the King and Bellievre j to whom he proteiled, with 
deep oaths, that they were never delivered to him. This fault was 
not committed thiough negligence, but becaufe they had not 25 
crowns to pay the courier for hts journey. 

Henry III. was advifed by the Duke of Epernon, to fuff'er hie 
guards to affafiinate the Duke of Guife as he came to th.e Louvre $ 
and this prince, they fay, would have engaged La ,Goefle and Ville- 
quier in the defign, but they dJTuaded from it. It is reported aifo, 
that the fame day wherein the flreets were barricadad, Alphonfo d’.Or- 
nano adored him, he would bring him the head of the Duke of 
Guife, if he would p.etmit him. In a word, it is thought, that the 
King did not make ul'e of half the precautions he might have done, 
informed as he was of all the defigns of the league, having himfeir 
narrowly miffed being taken as he was going to Vincennes5 and had 
uft been convinced, by what had happened at the imprikmment of 
T 2 La- 
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courier, who was difpatched to give notice of it to 
the Duke of Epernon. To this ihameful condition 

a 


La-Morliere, a famous leaguer, that the people only waited for an 
opportunity of intuiting him. Toe King’s council a£led without 
comparifon better in tnat affair of La-Morliere, than on the uay of 
the barricades. M mnirs of the league, v 1 . 5. Satyr. Menip. 

The Duke’s defign in this enterprise has given rife to great dif- 
putes, which 1 cannot here enter into a detail of. In this, as in all 
Other dubious matters, much has been faid pro and c.n. Thcfewho 
will have it, that he intended to carry, or fuffer the people to carry 
things to an extremity, to feize the King’s perfon, in a word, to put 
the crown upon his own head, fupport their afkrtions by fome wri¬ 
tings or treat confluence, to which I am obliged to refer the reader. 
See Memoirs of the league, vol. 1. and the volume marked 8866. in 
the King’s library, Thee ief of which are, A letter written to him 
by the Duchefs of Lorrain, after the victory of Auneau, in which 
fhe advifes him to make ufe cf the prefent opportunity to declare him- 
TelJ King, &.c. A letter written by the Duke himfelf the next day 
after the fortifications in the ftreets of Paris, to the governor of Or¬ 
leans, wherein are thele words : “ I have vanquifhed the Swifs. cut 
t( in pieces part of the King’s guards, and hold the Louvre fodofely 
tl inverted, that I fhall be able to give a good account of thofe that 

are within. This viclory is fo great, that it will never be forgot,” 
&c. Many other letters, in which he mentions the Kmg very dif- 
xefpe&fully, and the Princes of the blood with the utmort contempt. 
To this they add, the discontent the Duke difeovered, and the re¬ 
proaches he made the Queen-mother, for having 2mufed him with 
conferences, while his piev efcapei him In fine, the writings that 
were, fay they, publifhed by his commands, wherein was attempted 
to be proved, the pretended right the houfe oi Lorram had to the 
crown, not to mention an infinite number of other piec s which were 
indeed but fo many fatyrical libels againft Francis Duke of Guif , re* 
proaching him with having attempted tp afiert his chimencal claims 
upon Anjou and Provence ; and the Cardinal his br tner, with en¬ 
deavouring to make himfelf fovereign of Metz, under the protection 
of the Emperor ; a projeO which the vigilance of Salcede prevented 
the execution of ; but he loft hi e head tor it, and for having treated 
about religion with the King of Spain, at the council of Trent, with¬ 
out his mailer s participation. The greateft part of thefe writings 
are ftill in every body’s hands. 

For the Duke’s juftification they bring thofe arguments made ufe 
of by himfelf in a letter, or a fort of mrniferto, which he drew up 
the fame day, being the 15th of May. He there declares, that the 
report of the King’s intention to fill the city with foreigners, and to 
tall upon the citizens with them, was the true caufe of the populace 
riling ; that, inrtcad of fupportingthem, he had made ufe ot his utmoft 
endeavours, till two hours after midnight, to calm the tumult; that 
he had preferved the Swifs, and prevented the matTacre: that he 
h3d intreated the rebels to refped the royal authority; and thar, 
far from attempting any thing againft the King’s peifon, iC I mighr,” 
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a King faw liimfelf reduced, who knew neither how 
to prevent, to ftifle, or to divide factions • who 
amufed himfelfwith conjecturing, when he ought to 
have acted : who never pra&ifecl either prudence or 
iirmnefs, nor was ever acquainted with thofe whom 
he commanded* or thofe that were nearelt his per¬ 
son. The revolutions which happen in great ftates, 
are non the cftedts of chance, or of the caprice of 
the people. Nothing fo much occafions the revolt 
of the nobility of a kingdom, as a weak and difor- 


faid he, tl have lei zed him a thoufaml times, if I had been inclined 
f £ to do fo,' 5 &c. Add to this, that in tiering with the Queen-mo¬ 
ther, he required nothing but the deftrudion ol the Proteftants, and 
that religion fhould be fecured ; and declared Jikewife, that it was not 
in his own name he treated, but in that of the Cardinal of Bourbon, 
whofe interefts he fupported againft thofe of the King of Navarre, 
and the other princes of the blood. 

I do not find it fufficiently proved againft the Duke of Guife, that 
his defign was to place himfelf upon the throne, after the death of 
Henry III. and the Cardinal of Bourbon; and this is very extraordi¬ 
nary. What ambitions man, and in his place, could have relifted 
fuggeflions of the Pope, the King of Spain, and a great part of Eu¬ 
rope, who all confpired for his elevation ? See the Duke of Parma’s 
opinion of this event, Davila, book 9. It was, “ That the Duke of 
t( Guife had made a fhew of doing too much, and effeduated too 
ft little ; that he ought to have remembered, that whoever draws his 
“ fword againft his prince, ought to have that inftant thrown away 
(e the fcabbard.” Sixtus V". when he received the new?, cried out, 
“ Oh, that rafh Duke, and that weak King.” The Earl of Stafford 
ambafTador from England, (I relate this anecdote in the words of Le 
Grain, book 4.), being advifed to take a fafe conduct from the 
te Duke of Guife, I will have no other aifurance, faid he, than the 
<c right of nations, and the protection of the King to whom I am Ent, 
i( whofe fervants and fubjeds you and the Duke of Guife both are.” 
The firft Prefident de Harley anfwered the Duke of Guife with the 
fame firmnefs. That, in the King’s abfencc, he would go and take 
his orders from the Queen-mother, 

There is a piece upon the different fteps of the league and council, 
before and after the mutiny in Paris, that deferves to be read, and is 
intitled, <f The verbal procefs of Nicolas Puulain, the mayor ot Pa- 
*.* ris, upon the league, from 1585 to 1588.” This Nicholas Pou- 
hin, whofecretly favoured the King’s panv, often gave good advice 
in this affair, which was never followed. This morlcl of fecret hifio* 
ly is to be found in the Journal of Henry Ill.’s reign, vol. 1. p. 132. 
qt feqq. 
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fferly government For the populace, they never 
rebel from a defire of attacking, but from an im¬ 
patience of fuffei ing The juft refentment that filled 
the heart of the King of Navarre, for an infult fo 
outrageous, offered to one of his own blood, and 
which, in fome degree, refkVed a difgrace upon 
all crowned heads, effaced in a moment the remem¬ 
brance of Henry lll.’s injurious treatment of him- 
feif He declared his forrow for it in his council, 
who all, with one voice, approved of his refolution 
to aftift and defend the King of France; and he fent 
his fecretary immediately to this prince, to allure 
him, that he might difpofe of his perfon and of his 
troops. ■ 

The Count of Soiffons, whofe mind was deliver¬ 
ed to perpetual chimeras, looked upon this event as 
a ftroke of fortune, which, by ridding him of all 
his rivals, would give him the chief fway in the 
council and court of Henry HI. Changing there¬ 
fore his battery in an inftant, he refolved to go and 
offer his fervice to this prince; and to make a 
greater merit of this action; he fought dependents 
in the court of the King of Navarre, and from a- 
mong his moft affeVionate fervants, whofe fidelity 
Ije did not fcruple to tempt. The King of Navarre 
was fenfible, as he ought, of the indignity of this 
procedure ; but diffembling his refentment, and re¬ 
lieving that it was his intereft to have fome perfon 
with the Count of Soiffons, in whom he could con¬ 
fide, to watch all his motions, and ftudy the new- 
fyftem he purfued at court : he commanded me to 
lend an ear to the Prince’s difcourfe, and to affeV 
a zeal for him that I did not feel. The Count of 
Soiffons fuffered himfelf to be eafily deceived ; he 
applauded himfelf for having gained me. The dif- 
tinVion with which he treated me, procured me 
fome enemies, who envied me the fliare I poffeffed 
of his favour. I accompanied him in his journey, 
after having fecretly received inftruVions from the 

King 
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King of Navarre, and concerted with him thofe 
meafures which his fervice required me co take up¬ 
on this occafion. 

Duringour whole journey, the Count continually 
entertained me with the favour, the magnificence, 
and the honours that waited him at court. The 
King of Navarre, he fancied, would not even think 
to vie with him. In all the ffrokes of vanity and 
infupportable pride, which efcaped him, he infen- 
fibly mingled a vein of gall and bitternefs again ft the 
King of Navarre, that difeovered the hatred and 
antipathy he bore him. I could neither refolve to 
flatter his inclinations, nor to applaud his ridicu¬ 
lous fchemes; and all my anfwer was, that I fore- 
faw the difunion of the royal family, which had 
been already the caufe of fo many misfortunes, 
would finally bring France under the power of the 
houfe of Aullria, after it had made them deftroy 
each other. A difeourfe more flattering would have 
been more to his tafte ; but mine, however, feemed 
to bear the marks of a fincere attachment to him, 
which could not fail of plealing. 

We arrived at Nogent-le-Rofrou, and afterwards 
at Mante, where the King of France was. We 
found him abandoned to that agitation which arifes 
from the moft violent refentment, and filled with 
confufion for the affront he had fo lately fuffered. 
No twith handing all this, he was fo incapable of 
profiting by this reverfe of fortune that even at 

that 


* It is believed that if Henry III. had afted with more prudence 
and fteadineff, he wou’d h ve been Hi!! able lo retrieve his affairs. 
It is certain, tha ! tin Parifians, in corfternaiion at h.s leaving Paris,, 
fent deputies to him at Chartres, to fupplicaie him with every kind 
of* fubmiflion to return to that city. To render this deputation more 
affedVmg, they made the Capuchins walk in proceflion, and enter the 
cathedral with the inftrumens of the paffion, erving, Miferuordia. 
The King received them with tht- air of majeffy and authority fuit- 
able to the occafion. He carefl'ed tbe deputies from the parliament, 
which had not been any wife concerned in the affair of the’ barri- 
< cades» 
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that very time he made the Duke of Epernon Ad¬ 
miral, and foon after gave him the government of 
Normandy, vacant by the death of the Marechal 
Joyeufe. * The Count of Soiflons was received 
fo ungracioufly, that it was impoflible but he muft 
have felt the folly of his great projects. The King 
addrefling himfelf to me, aiked me if I had quitted 
the King of Navarre ? I evaded this embarraffing 
queflion, by telling him, that in coming to offer 
my fervice to his Majefly, I did not reckon myfelf 
ieparated from the King of Navarre; becaufe 1 was 
a flu red, that that prince, whofe interefts were the 
fame with his, would in a little time do the like. I 
found this anfvverdid not difpleafe the King ; but 
being furrounded, and carefully obferved by per- 
fons on whofe countenances it was eafy to read the 
uneafinefs which my difcourfe gave them, he con¬ 
cealed his fentiments. The weaknefs of this prince 
had fomething in it incomprehenfible; his i^eal e- 
nemies could not be hid from him, after the auda¬ 
cious manner in which they had fo lately taken off 
the malk ; but ftill feigning ignorance, he again 
delivered himfelf up to the Queen-mother *, and 

through 


cades ; the ethers he threatened with a refolutbn never again to en¬ 
ter Paris, and to deprive it of its charters and fovereign courts ; at 
which they vvere fo greatly alarmed, that the Duke of Guife needed 
all his addrefs and all his credit to pacify them. 

# In the circular letter that Henry III. fent into the provinces, af¬ 
ter the action of the barricades, and which began thus, e< Dear and 
well-beloved, you have, as we fuppofe, heard the reafons that in- 
<c duced us to leave our city of Par s the 13th of this month,” &c. 
this prince fpeaks more like a fupplicant than a king ; he defends 
himfelf for having introduced a foreign garrifjn into Patis, and 
doubted the fidelity of the Parifians. He gives a falle and bad co¬ 
lour to his evafioo, and declares that he is ready to begin the war 0- 
gainll the Huguenots, at the head of the league. MSS of the 
royal library. No. 8866. 

The author means the conferences which the Queen-mother held, 
bv this prime’s command, with the Cardinal of Bourbon and the 
Duke of Guife, to which were alfo admitted, r.s I find in vol, 
8906. of the MSS in the King’s library, the Lords de Lanfac, L«- 
z Boncourt, 


through her to his perfecutors, to whom file re*- 
conciled him. Perhaps, however, this laft ftep 
was in this prince but a ftroke of the moft pro¬ 
found diffimulation ; for the hardy adficn f he 

committed 


noncourt, Des- Chateillers, and Miron, firft phyfidan to his Ma- 
jefty, who had betn employed in carrying meffiigrs between the two 
parries on the day of ihe barricades. The fe conferences were held 
at Chalons, at Surry, a houfe belonging to the Biffiop of Chalons, at 
Nemours, &c. The league made molt extravagant demands there, 
fueh as the entire abolition of the pretended reformed religion, the 
difmiffion of all the Calvinift officers, even if they abjured ; the 
publication of (he council of Trent, the inquifitiun, &c. j and at laft 
obtained all they demanded by the edi< 5 l of July U. which was given 
in conf quence of thofe conferences, Mem, of the league, vol. i* 
Mem. of Nevers, vol. I. Matthieu. vol. z. book. 8. Chron. No- 
ven. vol. i. and others. 

•f* The'death of the two brothers, the Duke and the Cardinal of 
Guife, whom this prince caufed to be murdered in his own apart¬ 
ments, by his guards, Dec. 23. at Blois, where he held the jflates. 
See this execution in the fame hiftorians, with a detail of ihc pro¬ 
ceedings and intrigues of both parties in the dates of BloiS. The 
Cardinal of Bourbon was kept prifoner : the other brothers of the 
Duke of Guife fled. 

The Duke of Gu.fe perifhed as the Admiial de Coligny did : pre¬ 
emption hindered • hrm both from feeing the danger with which 
they were threatened. The Duke herded none of the warnings that: 
were g ven him. I' is faid, that the Marchionefs de Noirrrouiier, 
the fame lady who made fo much no fe underthe name ot Madam de 
Sawves y came on purpofe to pafs the night with him j and neither by- 
arguments nor imreaiies could hinder him f om going the nexi day to 
the coun< 11. 

Some perfons took upon them to juftify Henry III. for this a&ionj 
among others the Cardinal de Joy ufe, in a long memorial upon this 
fubjeit, which he lent from R me, where he then was. Viileroy’s 
memoirs of fiate, vol. 2. p. 175. But the moft judicious < f our hi- 
ftonaii , and even thofe who have earned the prr.ilege of ihe loyal 
authority fartheft, alldeteft it. “ The fhotkirg circumftances ot the 
u murder r.f the Gtnfes,” fays Perefixe, “ appeared horrible, even 
“ in tr.eevesof the Huguenots, who la-d, that it too much re- 
** fembled the maffacre ot St. Barth lomew.” On the other fide 
it cannot be denied that Henry HI had no other wuy of preftrving 
the crown in his houfe, and perhaps on his cwn head ; for there is 
not the leaft probability in what Vilieioy averts in his Memoirs, 
vol. 1 p 25. that the King, without taking that courfe, might 
have rraoe himfelf mafler o! the deliberations cf the flates of Blois, 
and have obliged them to comply w ith his will. 
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committed again ft the ftates of Blois, leaves room 
to believe, that he did not lofe for a moment the 
view of his vengeance. And if one might form a 
judgement of this aftembly, in all appearance, every 
individual there had each a latent object that he 

purfued 

In this alternative one cannot help lamenting the confequences of 
had conduct in a prince, w..hh reduces him to fu'ha fad necefiity. 
Tie was himfeif a fatal example of this truth, that he who ftnk.es 
“with a kniie, ihall perifh by a kmf'. 

The Duke of Guife was the idol of the Catholics, efpecially of 
r thejeople, who called him always Our great man. He had a fear on 
the left cheek below his eye \ which only ferved to make h m more 
refpe£IeJ, beemfe he received it fighting againft the Huguenots, at 
the battle of Chateau-Thierry, by a p ftol-Ihot frojn a German 
trooper. He was, on the contrary, fo ha^ed by his own family, 
whom he treated with an infupportable infiilence and feverity, that 
we are afifured his relations, 2nd even h : s own brothers, through 
fear of falling under the power of a tyrant, were the peTons that 
font Henry III. the moft certain intelligence o f hi? attons and de¬ 
signs \ an intelligence which was fufp^&ed by this prince, as that 
given to the Duke by many of the courtiers concerning the King’s 
vio'ent refdution againft him, was by him ; for they both imagined 
from thence, tha' the defign was to prevail upon them to quh the 
party,-and break with the Rates of Blois, in which each ot them 
would have f und his account. Henrv III. at firft defigned only to 
■wrreiflthe Duke of Guife ; but he found it wou d be dangerous, and 
ftili more to m ike him prifoner ; therefore he determined to have 
him poignarded Both the bodies were confumed in a fire, the 
bones burnt in a low hall of the caftle and t ie afhes ilnown into 
the sir. 

The King oFNavarre, who had no hand in this aftaftination, was 
the perfen that gained moft by it. In all appea ance, while the 
Duke. of Guife lived, he would never have obtained the cro\* n. We 
^re allured alft>, tiac there w-ere then great detigns formed be* ween 
France 2nd Spain, not only to extirpate the Proteftant party, but 
even to de-hro e lilifiabelh; wdiich tlm evtnt of the bairicades, fol¬ 
lowed by the death of the Duke of Gaife, was only able to hinder 
<he execution of. The King of Navai re lamented the fate of the 
Duke o Guife, without blaming Henry Ill. et I always, (fai j he) 
“ forefaw, and faid, tha Mefl*. dc Gui e, would never undertake the 
l< enterprife they had conceived, and bring it to an ifT»e, withe ut 
.<* endanger ng their lives.” Cayet, voh 1 p. 1 14. Several other 
perfons were * f the fame opinion. “ Curfed be Lorrain” faid Hu¬ 
bert de Vins, in the Memoirs of Cjftelnau, tl for his Rapidity m 
t( fuppofing, that a King, whofe crown he w?s attempting, w'ould 
ie not likewifc dilYemble wdth him, to take away his hte.” (i Since 
** they are fo near each other.” faid Madam de Torn bin, the fitter of 

de 
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purfued by wavs, which fucceis di (covered. in fome. 
and diftppointment concealed in others. 

The death of Catharine de Medicis, which hap¬ 
pened loon after * the affaffination of the Duke of 
Guife, did not afford Henry III. more liberty to 
follow the inclination which led him to unite him- 
felf with the King of Navarre. The league was 
not extindt with the Duke of Guife. He had the 
people to calm, the grandees to regain, the Pope 
to appeafe, Spain to keep in, and all the Catholics 
to manage, who, after this execution, were tho¬ 
roughly difpofed to take umbrage at his religion. 


de Vins, “ we (hall hear the very firfi day, either the one or the 0- 
c< thcr has (lain his companion.” 

The tiagical events of the year 1588 have appeared to fome to 
verify the prediction of Regiomontanus, and othe aflrologers, that 
this year would be the climacteric o f the world. I find in it owly 4 
new confirmation of the folly of this ridiculous feience. 

* In the opinion of thofe who have beftowed fo many praifes upon 
this prinCefs, it feemed fufficient to merit the title of a politician, 
that (he knew how to ingrofs the management of all affairs, and to 
keep herfelf in pofleffion of authority 5 but when one reflects, that 
thei'e fuppofed abilities, w hich confiftcd, however, in making ufe of 
unworthy means and contemptible artifices, brought things at la(t 
to fitch an extremity, that neither fhe, nor any other, knew any 
longer what remedies to apply to them j it may be jnftly afferted* 
that the quality of a polrician did not compenfate for the num* 
berlefs faults fhe committed. It is believed, that the fatal confe- 
quenceS which fhe apprehended would attend the murder of the 
Guifes, in which fhe had had no part, the Qardinal of Bourbon’s re¬ 
proaches, the horror of the prefent time, and perhaps the flings of 
her confciencc, baftoned her death, which happened Jarr. 5. 1589. 
She was forgot foon afterwards. DeThou, book 94. Her bfi ad¬ 
vice to her fon was, to put an end tp the perfecution again# the 
Proreftants, and to etiabhth an intire liberty of religion in France. 
Chron. Noven. vol 1. p. 132. Brantome’s prejudices again# thr$ 
queen render all he has faid to her difadvantage very doubtful, vol. 
7. of his Memoirs, p. 31. et feyy. Varillas is not more to be be¬ 
lieved, when he fays, that her death was occafioned by her grief for 
the murder of the Duke, ot wh m Ihe was very fond. Sin praifes 
her like a foreigner, who was not well acquainted with the affairs 
of our court at that time $ for he came to France long after the deaih 
of that queen. Memoirs of Recon di Vittorio Siri, vol, 1. p. 26. 

U 2 Henry, 
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Henry, confidently with the character of all weak 
men, moreover magnified to himfelf all ihefe diffi- 
culties : he hoped to redlify all by nuldnels : he ex- 
pl lined his right and his reafons, and endeavoured 
to jufty himfelf by dint of declarations. He ought 
to have employed arm c alone again d a party which 
had no longer any refpect for the royal authority; 
and, indead of increaling the audacioufnefs of the 
populice (who in power are no lei's infolent, than 
abject in obedience) by a moderation which can 
only be imputed 10 weaknefs, he ought to have de¬ 
clared himfelf boldly the aggreffor, and fought for 
vengeance like a King. Had he acted in this man¬ 
ner, conjundlly with the King of Navarre, he might, 
in all probability, have prevented the lofs of Or¬ 
leans and an infinite number of other * places; nor 
had he been at lad reduced to the cities of Blois', 
Beaugency, Amboife, Tours, and Samur. 

I was either a wirneis to all tilde events, or I was 
well informed of them at Rofny, whither I had re¬ 
tired, as to a place from whence I could ealily re¬ 
mark all that paded at court. I left it, as foon as 
I thought it was time to give the King of Navarre 
an account of thefe tranfadtions. He had not been 
a little perplexed himfelf, during this interval, in 
unraveding and difconcerting the fchemes of the 
Vifcount Turenne ; who putting himfelf in the 
Prince of Conde’s place, continued all his projects 
for himfelf, and a died in the fame manner by the 
King of Navarre as the Duke of Guile did by Hen¬ 
ry III. In an adembly of the Protedants, held at 
Rochelle, he boldly declared, that France, in the 
prelent conjuncture, could not podibly avoid feeing 
her monarchy difmembered; and he gave them 
likewife to underdand, that, in this dividon, he 
would not forget himfelf. The King of Navarre 

* ’Tis a puff of wind, laid We'ry HI. fpeaking of ihofe cities, 
which has thrown down a pack Of cards. 

complained 
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complained of thi' conduct in the fame aflemblies; 
and, to engage the Pro tenants the more firmly to 
his perf n, he joined actions to words, feized upon 
Garnache, and took Niort by ftorin, after a bloody 
battle li was at his return from this expedition, 
that he fell dangeroufly ill at La-Mothe-i J rdon *. 

I took my way through Blois, in order to form 
my laft conjc&ures upon the lituation in which I 
fhould find the court. Although I took all pre¬ 
cautions to avoid being known by any perfon, the 
Marquis of Rambouillet, feeing me pafs through the 
ftreet, knew me, though wrapped up in my cloak, 
and ordered me to be followed, to know where I 
put up. The Marquis w.is an upright man, who 
had always the good of the hate in view, without 
any coniiderations of felf-intereft: he believed it his 
duty to avail himfelf of this encounter, to make 
his laft effort upon the King's mind, ancl engage him 
finally to throw himfelf into the arms of the King 
of Navarre. He found him in luch a difpofition as 
he wiflied and the King confented the more willing¬ 
ly to employ me upon this occafion, as he remem¬ 
bered 1 had already been deputed to him on that 
bufinefs. llambouillet coming to me by his order, 
we concerted together what was neceffary to be done 
on this occurrence ; after which he prefented me 
to his Majefty, who confirmed to‘ me himfelf his 
intentions. The many ineffectual engagements into 
which he had entered with the King of Navarre, 
made me think it neceffary to alk him for a letter 
of credence to that prince ; but he refufed it, out 


* He left Sr. Hermionr*, in Lower Poitou, in the month of Janu¬ 
ary, to'go and aflitt Garnache, which was befieged by the Duj<e of 
Nevers. Du Piellis-Mornay led h s troops, and he himfelf matched 
on foot, as if he was fhooting. He overheated himfelf, and was fei¬ 
zed with a pain in his fide, . ttended with a fever, which obliged him 
to {fop at the firft hrufe he came to, which belonged to a gentleman 
called La-Mothe Frelon. Du Plefiis perfuaded him to be let blood, 
which cured him. Life of Du Plefth*Moruay, b. i. p, 125. 


of 
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of an apprehenfton that it might fall into the hands 
of \uncio Morofini, or the Duke of Nevers *, to 
whom he laid, nutwithftanding his goodwill towards 
me, he ih u'd be obliged to deliver me, if I came 
to be difcovered in Blois. I mu ft therefore pafs 
from ihe letter. I afterwards demanded, for the 
fecurky of the King of Navarre, that when he 
fhould advance into the midft of a country full of 
his enemies, a town might be given him, that would 
afford him a free paftage over the Loire. This, for 
the fame reafon, was refilled. I did not attribute 
thefe refufals to any b d intention of his Majefty, but 
only to the fear he was in of thofe two men, upon 
wh >m he had voluntarily rendered himfelf depen¬ 
dent. I did, not, however, believe, that the King 
of Navarre, without this laft article efpecially, ought 
to advance with his troops as far as Blois. But this 
difficulty was in fome meafure removed by Brig- 
neux, the governor of Beaugency, whom I vifited 
before I went away. This officer prevented me : 
after telling me, that he faw, with grief, this place, 
like the reft, would be infallibly loft by the meafures 
the King purfued, he offered to relign the care of 
it to me, or to Rebours, or to any other officer the 
King of Navarre would fend thither; chuling ra¬ 
ther to lofe the place, and follow his prince as a 
fimple voluntier, than to continue in Beaugency, 
where they did not hearken to his counfels. 

After this affurance, I returned fpeedily to the 


* John Francis Momfini, Bifhop of Brelce, Lewis de Gonzagr.e, 
Duke ot Ncve;s. Sixtus V. had juft then publ fhed a bull of excom¬ 
munication againft Henry, whicn this prince ufed his utmoft endea¬ 
vour to get recalled. T is Pope, who was faid to he equally fit to 
g-wern a grea. kingd m as to be the head of the church, fecretly ap¬ 
proved f that juftice which the King of France had executed up in 
the Duke of Guife; tu r he cculd not pardon him for involving a car¬ 
dinal in it. See in V'r.leroy’s memoirs or ftate, vol. z. p 175. the 
Cardinal de Joyeufe’s letters already cited. Sixtus V. foretold, that 
the league would reduce Henry to the neceftity of applying to the 
King of Navgrre and the Huguenots for afluftance. 

King 
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King of Navarre This prince liftened to me atten¬ 
tively ; but not being able to dived himfelf of tire 
diffidence that the pad had infpired him with he 
often aficed me, with an unquiet tone, and fcratch- 
ing his head, if the King a£ted at this time hncerely? 
I allured him of it; and added the engagement of 
Rambouillet. “ Well then ” replied the King, “ I 
“ will not take his towns, while he continues to 
u treat honeftly with me for he had taken Cha- 
tclleraud that very day. “ Return then,” added 
he, “ and carry him my letters ; for I neither fear 
“ Morofini nor Nevers ” He made me go with 
him that moment to breakfaft in his clolet ; and I 
took pod again for 131 >is. 

The King of France, who did not doubt but the 
King of Navarre’s anfwer would be fuch as he de- 
fired, had, through impatience, advanced as far as 
Montrichard, with all his retinue. 1 found all the 
lodgings in this little place either taken up or be- 
fpoke ; fo that, as I arrived very late, I began to 
.think I fhould be obliged to pafs the night in the 
dreet. Happily Maignan found out the Marquis of 
Rambouillet’s lodgings, and he provided me with 
•thofe that had been deiigned for one of my brothers, 
then at Tours. At midnight I went to the King, 
who waited for me in a garret of the cadle. He ap¬ 
proved of, and figned every thing, even to the paf- 
lage over the Loire ; and would have had me to fet 
out again that very night. The rumour of a treaty 
between the two Kings had already reached Chatei- 
leraud, when I arrived there; and was fo paffionate- 
ly defired by the people, that 1 received a thoufand 
bleffings as foon as I appeared. 

The King of Navarre was no longer there. This 
prince, who never almoft reckoned but upon his 
iword, being informed that the league had entered 
Argenton through intelligence, marched haftily thi¬ 
ther, and arrived fo feafonably, that he diiloged the 
troops of the league, before they had received the 

fupplies 
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fupplies that were neceffary to maintain them there. 
He left Beaupre governor in this place, after I had 
vifited the cattle, and put into a proper condition 
the fortifications of the place. 

The fatigue of fo manv journeys made fo preci¬ 
pitately threw me, at my return, into a continued 
fever, which confined me to my bed twelve days 
completely. Du-Pleflis found means to avail him- 
felf of this accident, to deprive me of the honour 
of a treaty which he had only the trouble of dreflf- 
ing, and in which the Marquis of Pvambouillet * 
had a much greater fhare than himfelf. This treaty 
was flgned at Pleflis-le-Tours, to the great fatisfac- 
tion of the two Kings. Samur was the place of 
fecurity that was agreed upon, and Du-Pleflis did 
not fail to procure the government of it, as the na¬ 
tural recompenfe for him to whom they had the 
obligation of the treaty. 

This procedure appeared to me fo irregular, that 
I could not help complaining loudly of Du-Pleflis, 
and even of the King of Navarre himfelf, who had 
favoured another with the fruit of my labour. The 
Count of Soittons, who never accommodated him- 
ielf to the general intereft. or took part in the pu¬ 
blic joy, laid hold upon this occafion, to endeavour 
to draw me into his new defigns ; and my two bro¬ 
thers, on the other fide, prefled me earnettly to at¬ 
tach myfelf wholly to the party of the King. I re¬ 
jected this propolition ; nor was my fidelity to my 
prince to be fhaken by all the efforts which were 
made to feduce me. When I reflected alfo, that 
the government of Samur would have obliged me 
to a continual refidence there, and by confequence 
mutt have removed me from the King of Navarre 
for ever; I found, that what had appeared an act 

* It is juft to inform the reader, that the fa£ts are related very 
differently in the life of Du Pleflis-Mornay, book j. p. 131. ; but to 
which cf the writers moil cieuit ought to be given, is not eaty to de¬ 
termine. 

of 
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of injuftice, was rather a favour which merited my 
acknowledgement. 

Nothing now remained for the two Kings to do, 
but to have a conference together, in order to con¬ 
cert their enterpriles. For this pur pole, the King 
of Navarre fet out for Pleffis-les-Tours Agita¬ 
ted by fome remains of didrud which he could 
not eafily dived himfelf of, I remember he halted 
near a mill, about two leagues from the caftie, and 
would know the opinion of each of the gentlemen 
that compofed his train, upon the dep he was ta¬ 
king. I was of this troop, and the remembrance 
of what I called injudice kept me blent. The King 
of Navarre turning to me, c< You fpeak not a word,” 
f.tid he, <{ of what you think ?” I anfwered, in 
few words, That although the dep he was taking 
was not without danger, becaufe the troops of the 
King of France were fuperior to his, I believed this 
to be one of thofe occalions, where fomething 
ought to be left to hazard; and one ought to be 
contented with taking all the precautions which 
prudence could fugged. This prince reflected a few 
moments, then turned towards us, “ Let us go, 
“ let us go,” faid he, “ the refolution is taken, 
<c we mud not think of it further 

The King had advanced into the country to meet 
the King of Navarre; and the joy of an union fo 
defired had drawn together a concourfe of people 


* His old Huguenot officers, they fay, were afraid, that at a time 
when treachery was fo neceflary to Henry I IT. to extricate him out 
of the labyrinth into which the action he had committed at Blois had 
•brought him (for he had been excommunicated by Sixtus V.) he 
would not ftrnple to purchafe his abfoiuiion at the price of the King 
of Navaire's life. Perefixe, ih. This prince had ofien himfelf faid, 
as-DeThou relates, “ That he never went to the King's clofet but 
iC through the midft of two armies, ranged on each fide.” 

* He wrote to Du Plefiis-Mornay in thefe terms. et Monfieur 
e * Du-Pleffis, the ice is broken, not without many warnings, that if 
iC . I went, I fhould be a dead man. 1 palled the water, tecommend- 
£< ing myfelf to God,” &c* 
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fo prodigious, that the two Kings continued near a 
quarter of an hour, at fifty paces the one from the 
other, without being able to approach nearer. They 
embraced, with equal fatisfaction *, and took the 
road together to Tours, where the King of Na¬ 
varre lay only one night, and then returned to his 
quarters at Maiiie. As for me, I ftaid at Tours, 
being detained by a great number of my friends 
and relations, whom I found there, and took a 
lodging in the fuburb St. Symphorkn. 

The Duke of Ma'ienne, armed to revenge the 
death of the Duke of Guile, and to fupport the in- 
terefl of the league, had no defign to leave us there 
tranquil. He marched with his whole army towards 
this city. The King, who had walked as far as 
Marmoutier, unarmed, and followed only by. twen¬ 
ty ho rfe, wanted very little of being taken, and was 
obliged to return precipitately to 'fours. Thefub- 
urbs having no other entrenchments than feme 
flight barricades, erefted in hafle, by lix or feven 
regiments of royalifts, who defended them, I quit¬ 
ted the fuburb of St. Symphorien, and ordered all 
my equipage to be tranfported to the city. My pre¬ 
caution was by the officers taxed with timidity ; but 
it was not long ere it was juftified. 

7 he Duke of Maienne attacked the fuburb. 
He was hopped fome moments by means of five or 
fix houfes, on the top of the hill, where our peo¬ 
ple had polled themfclvcs; but they were very quick¬ 
ly obliged to abandon them, in order to entrench 
themfelves behind the barricades, where expecting 
ioon to be aiTaulted, they made ufe of this interval 
to fnatch a morfel in hafte. 

* At the bridge of La M~ttc, a quarter of a league tV m Tours. 
<f Courage, my Lord,” Lid Henry IV to ITenry III. “ two Ilenrys 
“ are worth mure than one Carolus.” Mitlhieu, vol. I. p. 152. 
The Duke of MaVenne’s name was Charles. 
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I found the King at the gate of the city, who 
made me enter it, by telling me that it woud be 
idle, in his opinion, to defend the fuburbs In 
effect, the barricades could not reftft the enemy’s 
cannon ; they were forced at the very firft ; and as 
they had no ditch to fupport them, their retreat in¬ 
to the city was fo confufed, and fo much expofed to 
the enemy, that I am furprifed all the foldiers in 
the fuburbs were not either taken or (lain, and even 
that the enemy did not enter the city along with 
them. Two pieces of cannon would have been 
fuflicient for this purpofe. I beheld the rout of our 
people from the convent of Jacobins, which looked 
over the walls of the city ; and fearing left the mif- 
fortune fhould become ftill greater, I ran with my 
two brothers to the gate, by which they were all 
entering tumultuoufly. By the favour offome flight 
intrenchments, which we ordered to be made, we 
leflened the danger, and with a little time and order, 
they all entered ; after which we clofed up the gate, 
and fet a ftrong guard over it. 

It being no longer doubted, but that the city 
would be befteged in form, I joined Chatillon and 
feme others and we went to intreat the King to 
confide fome important poft to our defence ; he gave^ 
us the ifles *, and we laboured there without inter¬ 
ruption from that moment till the next morning, 
when the King came in perfon to vifit our work ; 
and addrefiing himfelf to me, greatly praifed our 
diligence. It was ufelefs. At the firft news of what 
had happened, the King of Navarre haftened with 
his troops to Tours, and appeared in three hours 
before the city. The Duke of Mai'enne did not 
wait for him, but retreated, after plundering the 
fuburbs, and the neighbouring places. A fervice of 
this importance gave great expectations of the al- 

* Read the Ifle. This quarter, whhh is inhabited only by wa¬ 
termen, and the meaneft people, is of great confequence to the de* 
fence of Tours. 
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liance of the two Kings, and made the inhabitants 
of Tours look upon the King of Navarre f as their 
deliverer. 

The two Kings palled eight or ten days together; 
after which they leparated for the expedition that 
had been projected on the city of Poitiers. While 
they carried on the works there, the King of Na¬ 
varre ordered me, with yoo horfe, and a like num¬ 
ber of arquebuiiers, to whom he alfo gave horfes, 
to defend Chartres, it having been difcovered, that 
Maintenon was privily endeavouring to poffefshim- 
felf of this city, in the name of the league. I pro¬ 
vided myfelf with rope-ladders, petards, and other 
inftruments, and came direclly to Bonneval, with¬ 
out eating any thing that whole day. home pri¬ 
soners whom we took from a detachment of twenty- 
five troopers, informed us, that there was a party 
of 400 horfe in the field, having Broffe Saveufe at 
their head ; and that Reclainville, who conducted 
the twenty-five troopers, had taken us for the troop 
of 120 horfe with which Lorges had juft furprifed 
Chateaudun. We judged from this account, that 
the party of 400 horfe wanted to come up with us ; 
and we, on our fide, having the fame defire, left 
our arquebuliers to purfue the road to Chartres lei- 
furely, and taking ours through the little hills, in 
order to reach the enemy’s fquadron, we met them 
on the top of a fmall hill, which each party had 
climbed up on his own fide ; fo that we neither faw 
them, nor they us, till we were within two hun¬ 
dred paces of each other. 

We came to blows without deliberation, and 
with fo much fury, that, by the firft fhock, forty 
of our men were thrown to the ground. I was of 
this number, together with Meff. de Chatillon de 

4 H nry IV. highly extolled the behaviour of Kerry III. wh* 
/hewed great courage uoon this uccafton. Mem. of Nevers, voi. 2, 
p. 5:9. 
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Mouv, de Montbazon, d’Avantigny, and de Pref- 
faigny. Happily I had received no wound; my 
horfe, who was only 1 plit in the jaw by the piifh of 
a lance, got up again, and I found myfelf ftill on 
his back Perhaps there never was an aftion, of 
this kind of combat, more hot, more obftinate, or 
more bloody. Four or five times we returned to 
the charge, the enemy rallying again the moment 
they were put into diforder. I had two fwords 
broke, and I had recourfe to a pair of large piftols 
loaded with balls of fteel, againft which no arms 
were proof. Our enemies finding they had loft 
200 of their men, left us at laft the field of battle. 

We were fcarce in a condition to relifh the fruits 
of our victory, becaufe of our wounds andourwea- 
rinefs, which rendered us almoft motionlefs. A 
little repofe was all we wiflied for, when a heavy 
rain fell, which, mixing with our fweat, wet us all 
over in an inftant; for we were obliged to cover 
our arms with our cloaths : and to compleat our 
misfortune, we learned that the Duke of Maiennc 
was at our heels. In this melancholy fituation, a 
council being held, it was refolved, notwithftand* 
ing the condition in which we were, that we fhould 
march all night, and endeavour to get back to Beau- 
gency. We arrived there, almoft fpent with fatigue 
and third. My ftrength failing me, all I could do 
was to fink down upon a bed ; nor was it poflible 
to awake me to take any nourifliment. 

The report of this battle being fpread, the King 
of Navarre came to Beaugency to vifit us, and 
praifed infinitely our action. Saveufe being among 
the prifoners, was brought before him; and the 
King, who, from the fame principle of generofitv, 
was led to carefs the brave, and to bewail the un¬ 
fortunate, endeavoured to confole him, by prades 
on his conduct, and every kind of good treatment. 
But Saveufe knowing that a great number of his re¬ 
lations, and almoft all his friends, had periflied in 
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the fight, his grief for their lofs, joined to the fhame 
of having been vanquifhed, and the confiderablc 
wounds he had received, threw him into fiich de- 
fpair, that he became furious, and died in the 
height of a raging fever, without fuffering his 
wounds to bedrefied. The King of Navarre made 
us fet out for Chateaudun, where eight days repolc 
made us forget the paft. 

I was ready to depart, when a courier brought 
me notice, that my wife was dangeroufly ill. I flew 
to Rofny, with Dortoman, firft phyiician to the 
King of Navarre, whom this prince ordered to ac¬ 
company me. All this canton was in the interefls 
of the league ; and one of my brothers, who had 
taken poflefiion of my houfe, the lame wherein my 
wife lay ill, had the cruelty to draw up the bridge, 
and refufe me entrance. Pierced to my inmofh 
foul, with a treament fo unnatural, I fwore I would 
enter, or perifh. I began adfually to force my own 
houfe, and the ladder was already applied to the 
wall, when my brother, who did not perhaps ex¬ 
pert fo much intrepidity, ordered the gate to be o- 
pened. 

The only confoladon I had was to find my wife 
lfill alive, and to receive her laft embraces All re¬ 
medies were ineffectual, and fhe died four days af¬ 
ter my arrival. 1 acknowledge, that the lols of a 
wife fo dear, and whofe life had been expofed to 
fuch cruel vicifiitudes, fhut my heart, during a 
whole month to every other fentiment. I heard 
with infenfibfftv the progrefs of the arms of the 
two Kings, which at any other time would have in¬ 
flamed me with an ardent defire of having fome part 
in it : for it was about this time that Gergeau, Piu- 
viers, Eftampes, Charteres, Poifiy, Pontoife, the ifie 
Adam, Beaumont, and Creil, were befieged. E- 
very little inconfiderable town boafted of having 
flopped her King, who found nothing but re¬ 
volt and difobcdience over all. Pie was now fen- 
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iible of the great advantage he drew from the 
King of Navarre’s aflidance. As for this prince, 
lie was as prodigal of life as if he had been weary 
of it. Where-ever there was moll danger, there 
was he certainly to be feen at the head of his fol- 
diers. In one of thofe frequent encounters which 
he had to maintain, at the very moment when, to 
reft himfelf, he was leaning upon Charbonniere, 
this colonel was, by a mulket-fflot, laid dead at his 
feet. 

I waked as from a profound fleep, when I heard 
that the two Kings kept Paris befieged*; and tear¬ 
ing myfelf from a place where every object 1 faw 
renewed my affliction, I haftened to join the army. 
It was here that I foothed that grief which ftill 
filled my heart, by expofing myfelf heedlefsly in 
all the fkirmifhes we had with the enemy, then more 
frequent than ever, particularly in the field which 
was called the fcholar's meadow . The King of Na¬ 
varre perceived it, and obferving that Maignan, my 
equerry, whom he often ordered to go to me, and 
force me away, durfi: not do it, he dciired him 
limply to tell me, that he wanted to fpeak to me. 

Scarce had he uttered one word, when he was 
interrupted by a gentleman, who whifpered fome- 
thing in his ear, and left him immediately. Thi 
King of Navarre, ftruck with what he had heard, 
called me again inftantly, and told me an aftaffln 
had dangeroufly wounded the King with a knife *. 

He 


* If we may be’ieve Matthieu, vol. 2. p. 3. thefctWo kings were 
not greatly contented with each other. Henry {II. could not con¬ 
ceal his jealoufy of Henry IV. who, far from exposing to reign, 
refolved to retire as foon as he had re-eftabiifhcd the King upon his 
throne. 

* By Jarirs Clement, a Jacobin monk, born in Sorbonne, a vil¬ 
lage in Burgundy. He was introduced by La-GiiL-fle, the folicitor- 
general, into the King’s cViambpr, as having a letter of great con fre¬ 
quence to deliver k> him. This prince, who had a great ktmlncfs 
for monks, rofe from the clofe-ftool upon which he was fitting, ha¬ 
ving already read part of the letter, when the ailafiin ftiuck him in the 
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He had about him only five and twenty gentlemen, 
with whom he took the road with all Ipeed to St. 

bd]y with a knife, which he left (ticking in the wound. The King 
drew it out, and wounded the Jacnbin with it in the forehead, who 
was immediately killed by the gentlemen of his chamber. Ilis body 
was burnt, and the aihes thrown into the Seine The hiftorians 
have r ot forgot to obferve, as a circumftance at that time not doubt¬ 
ed of, that Henry III. was murdered in the fame houfe, and (if we 
believe them) in the lame chamber, place, and month, where, fe- 
venteer years before, that prince had alhOed at the council, in w hich 
the rrnfiacre of St. Bartholomew wa> refolved upon. M. Bayle ieerr.s 
to have given credit to this anecdote, which is now proved to be 
falf?, the houfe at the mcflacre of St. Bartholomew not being built. 
Henry III. died in the night between the ad and 3d of Auguft, aged 
38 years. James Clement (fay the notes on the Henriade) being at 
St. Cloud, iome perfons who fufpefted him, went at night into his 
chamber, to obferve him. They found him in a profound deep, his 
breviary before him, open at the article of Judith. He faded, con- 
felled himfelf, and received the facrament before he fet out to afiaf- 
finate the King. He was praifed for this a£tion at Rome, in the 
chair where Henry III. 's funeral oiaiion ought to have been pronoun¬ 
ced. At Paris, his pifture was placed on the altars with the eucha- 
rift. Cardinal de Retz relates, that on the anniverfary day of the 
barricadoes, in the minority of Lewis XIV. he faw a gorget upon 
which this monk was engraved, with thefe words underneath, St, 
'James Clement. 

The King of Navarre (faysChron. Noven. vol. 1. p, 223.) kneeled 
at his bed-fide, fighs and tears not peimitting him to fpeak a word. 
He took his Majefty's hands between his and killed them. The 
K.ng perceiving that he was Blent through the drong emotions with 
which he was agitated, embraced his head, killed him, and gave 
him his benedidhon Hid not rhe knife been poifoned, the wound 
would not have been mortal ; for it was not deep, and had not reach¬ 
ed the inteftines, p.217. Burgoin, prior of the Jacobins, was toie 
to pieces by four hurfes. They could extort nothing but thefe words 
from him i “ We have done what we could, but not what we would 
te have done j’ ’which made it be believed, that Henry IV. was defjgnei 
to have been afLflin.ited at the fime time. The Sieur de Rouge- 
mont was arrelled, for having defired to llrike the blow himfelf, 
p. 228. He died like a good Chriflian. He forgave his enemies, and e- 
ven Clement himfelf, fays Matthieu. See, in the hifl>vians, a 1 til¬ 
ler account of his death. His charaHer may be collected from what 
isfaid of him in thefe Memoirs. He was called, at his baprifm, Ed- 
ward-Alexandcr, by Edward VI. King of England, and Antony King 
of Navarre: but Catharine made him afterwards afiumc the name of 
his father. 

It. is faid, that feventeen or eigh'ecn peifons having gathered up 
the aihes of Clement, which the wind had difpcifed, getting into a 
boat with thefe allies, the boat was fwallowed up by the Seine, and 
all that were in it. 
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Cloud, where the King’s quarters were. At his 
entrance into this prince’s apartment, he found he 
had juft received an injection, which came away 
again without either pain or blood. He approached 
his bed, with all the inquietude that the fincereft: 
friendship could infpire. The King conforted him 
with affurances, that his wound would have no bad 
conlequences, and that God would prolong his 
life, that he might be in a condition to give him 
new proofs of his affeCtion. The wounded mo¬ 
narch pronounced thefe words in luch a manner, as 
removed part of the King of Navarre’s apprehen¬ 
sions, and feeing befides no mortal fymptom, he 
left him to his repofe, quitted his chamber, and 
returned to his quarters at Meudon. 

My lodgings were at the bottom of this caftle, 
in the houfe of a man named Sauvat. After I had 
feen the King of Navarre difmounted, I went home 
to fup, and had juft placed myfelf at table, when I 
faw Ferret his fecrctary enter, who faid to me, “Sir, 
ic the King of Navarre, and perhaps the King of 
“ France, defires you in an inStant.” Startled at 
thefe words, I went with him immediately to the 
caftle; and, by the road, he told me, that Dorto- 
man had informed the King of Navarre, by an ex- 
prefs, that if he would lee the King alive, he had 
not a moment to lofe. 

I went Straight to the apartment of the prince, 
where, while our horfes w r ere faddling, he did me 
the honour to confult me upon the prefent conjunc¬ 
ture. The different reflections with which my mind 
w r as filled at this moment, kept me for fome time 
filent. The King was in no lefs agitation. It was 
no longer the happy iffue of a little negotiation, nor 
the fuccefs of a battle, nor a fmall kingdom, fuch 
as Navarre, upon which he meditated ; it was the 
fmeft monarchy in Europe. But to arrive at it, how 
many obstacles were to be furmounted ? and by what 
travel mu ft he not purchafe it ? All that the 
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King of Navarre had fuffered until this moment, 
might, in comoarifon, be accounted nothing. How 
crufh a party fo powerful, and fo creditable, that it 
had made a prince effablifhed on the throne to 
tremble, and aim oft obliged him to delcend from 
it ! This difficulty already fo great, appeared in- 
furmountable, when one reflected, that the King’s 
death would deprive the King of Navarre of the 
principal and the greatefl part of his forces. He 
could not reckon either upon the princes of the 
blood, or upon the grandees; and in his prefent 
condition, he had occahon for every one’s affiftance, 
yet he had no one in whom he could confide. I 
trembled, when it came into my mind, that fuch 
furprifing and unexpected news might occafion arc- 
volution, which would expofe the King of Navarre, 
with only a handful of his faithful fervants, to the 
mercy of his old enemies, in a country where he 
was deftitute of all refources. 

Notwithftanding all this, all agreed that the King 
of Navarre had but one only part to take, that of 
availing himfelf of the occalion, and of ufing it 
with all thofe precautions which ordinarily render 
it happy or otherwise. Indeed, without attempting 
to judge of the future, which depends upon too 
many things, and ftill lefs to fubjeft it to our pre¬ 
cipitation ; in great and painful enterprifes, we 
fbould endeavour to fubdue obftacles one after an¬ 
other ; nor fufler onrfelves to be rebuted by their 
greatnefs, or by their number. We ought never 
to defpair of what has been poflible to any one. 
How many things to which we have attached the 
idea of impoflible, have become eafy to thofe who 
knew how to take advantage of time, occalions, 
lucky moments, the faults of others, different dif- 
pohtions. and an infinitude of other circumftances ? 

The anfwer I made the King was agreeable to 
thefe maxims. He did not think differently him¬ 
felf. We agreed therefore, that, inftead of return - 
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ing to the diftant provinces, this prince fhould re¬ 
main in the midft of the royal army, to fupport his 
claim, and that we fhould let out inftantly for Sr. 
Cloud, but well armed at all events, taking care, 
however, to keep our extraordinary arms concealed, 
that we might not ourfelves be the firft to create 
terror and fufpicion. Upon entering St. Cloud, 
they told us the King was better; and obliged us 
to put off our fwords. I followed the King ot Na¬ 
varre, who advanced towards the cable ; when all 
at once, we heard a man exclaim, “ Ah ! my God, 

“ we are loft.” The King of Navarre making this 
man approach, who continued crying, “ Alas ! the 
“ King is dead,” alked him feveral queftions, which 
he fatished, by fuch a circumftantial recital of the 
King’s death, that we could no longer doubt the 
truth of it. 

Henry no longer doubted, when advancing a few 
fteps, he faw the Scotch guard, who threw them- 
fclves at his feet, faying, “ Ah, Sire ! you are at 
“ prefent our King and our mafter.” And fome 
moments after, Meff. de Biron, de Bellegarde, d’O, 
de Chateauvieux, de Dampierre, and feveral others, 
did the fame. 

The King of Navarre perceived, that this was one 
of thofe critical moments, the good or bad employ¬ 
ment of which muft decide his deftiny for life. 
Without fuffering himfelf to he dazzled with the 
view of a throne, upon which this inftant placed 
him, or overpowered by difficulties, or by ulelefs 
grief, he calmly began to give orders for keeping 
every one in their duty, and preventing mutinies. 
He turned himfelf to me, and with that air of fa¬ 
miliarity with which he entertained thofe of whofe 
affection he was affured, bid me go to the Ma- 
rechal d’Aumont’s quarters, and there, with all 
the addrefs neceftary to attach them more ftrongly 
to his intereft, fpread among his troops the news of 
the King’s death, and to make this marechal fpeak 
Y 2 to 
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to the French guards, to engage their officers to 
come and pay their homage to him in the afternoon, 
and to prevail upon the nobility to do the fame. 
He recommended me to have a ffiarp eye upon my 
own quarters, and to keep all there in due obedi¬ 
ence. He ftudied, moreover, to ftrengthen him- 
felf by all the foreign powers, on whole affiftance 
he thought he might rely. He wrote or fent depu¬ 
ties to Germany, England, Handers, Switzerland, 
and the republic of Venice, to inform them of this 
new event, and the right which it gave him to the 
crown of France. } 

I reprefented to him, that one of the things that 
feemed to be moft preffing, was to get poffeffion of 
Meulan, a place, upon this occafion, of the utmoft 
importance, the governor of which (who was called 
St. Marc) he knew to be a zealous leaguer in his 
heart. I explained to him in few words, how eafily 
this might be executed ; and the King approving, I 
went to Meulan, and demanded a conference with 
St. Marc, upon affairs, I laid, of great confequence 
to him He came to me ; and while I amufed him 
with a feigned confidence, the Marechal d’Aumont 
paffed over the bridge with his troops, and, taking 
advantage of the fir ft moment of confternation, 
proceeded to the caftle, which he made himfelf ma¬ 
iler of, and we drove out the too credulous St. 
Marc. 

The King offered me ‘this government, which 
many confiderations kept me from accepting. Part 
of the King’s apprehenfions were foon juftified by 
the event He found it impoffible to keep either 
the Duke cf Epernon or many other difaffedled 

Catholics, 

* The author of his life afTsgns very had rca f ‘ ns for this retreat : 

5 t is plain that nothing can <. xcufe it. Up n thisoccafion it appear?, 
that-, befidcs the Proteftant party, there were three ott.eis among 
the Catholics them'clvcs * the firft of which was compofed of tho.'o 
perfons who abandoned Henry TV. after the death of Henry III. ; 
.he fecond, thofe who not being able to prevail upon this prince to 
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Catholics, in his fervice, efpecially thofe who owed 
their fortune to the deceased King. Their defer- 
tion reduced him almoft to thofe troops only which 
he had brought with him, and put it out of his 
power to continue the fiege of Paris, or even to 
continue in its neighbourhood. The foreign p »wers 
either gave him nothing but fine words, or offered 
him fuch fupplies as could be no remedy to aflual 
evils. He was obliged therefore to retire to the 
centre of the kingdom. Pie had already (though 
without difcovering his real motive for it) cauied a 
report to be fpread among the foldiersof an intend¬ 
ed journey to Tours. This retreat was no lefs ne- 
ceffary for the fafety of his perfon, than for the 
Hate of his affairs. A thoufand dangers threatened 
him, in the neighbourhood of a city, where the 
King his predeceffor, though a Catholic, and with a 
powerful army under his obedience, could not e- 
fcape a tragical end. There they had juft taken fi¬ 
nal refolutions to rid themfelvesof this prince ; and 
he had ffill more reafon to tremble when he re¬ 
flected that thofe cruel counfels were held in the 


declare that very rroment, that he would embrace the Catholic re¬ 
ligion, cotinued with him, but had neither afre&ion to his perfon, 
nor a fincere at achment to his inhered. The number of thefe was 
very great. Toe chief among them were the Dukes of Longue- 
ville and Nevers, d'O, (who had fpeken to him in the name of the 
reft) and man / others. The third party was made up of thofe who 
declared publicly, (fays D’Aubigr.e), that they would ferve tlie 
King without any conditions : and thefe were indeed but very few in 
number j among which were the Mareehals D’Aumont and Biron, 
Givry, &c. Henry was extremely perplexed at the rude proportion 
made him by the Catholics, and the declaration they added to it, 
that they wottlJ retire, if he did n t give them this fatisfadlion. He 
told them refolutely, that he would never be reproached with having 
been conftrained to take fuch a ftep 5 and demanded fix months time 
to think upon it. See the hiftorians upon this fobjt«fl, and particu¬ 
larly D’Aubigr.e. vol. 3. b. 2. c. 23. Henry IV. received fmh im¬ 
portant fervices upon th<s occafion from the Ivlarechal Biron, that it 
was reported, it was he who made him King : and the Marechal is 
faid to have reproached Henry with his feiuces in thefe very turns. 
Mem, of Brantome, vol. 3. p. 3^6. 
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midof his army, and that the affafilns were per¬ 
haps near his perfon. 

In a conjuncture lo imbarrafling, itwas neceffary 
to place a governor in Meulan, who had a regiment 
actually ready to defend it againft the league, which 
becoming inlolent by the King’s death, in imagi¬ 
nation already enjoyed the conquelt of it. I had 
not one ; nor fufiicient time to raife one ; the go- 
ve nment of Meulan was therefore given to Belien- 
greville *. 

ihe King, in his retreat, took Clermont, and 
home other fmall towns. His forces were too in- 
confiderable for greater enterprifes ; and this alfo 
was the reafonthat I miffed of taking Louviers, up¬ 
on which I had a defign that in all appearance 
would have fucceeded. This defign I communicat¬ 
ed to the King, and defired he would give me fome 
forces for the execution of it. He could give me 
only a company of his light-armed horfc, command¬ 
ed by Arambure, which was not fufficient; but he 
affured me that I fliould be joined at Louviers by a 
regiment of 1200 men, which was then at Nogent; 
and for this purpofe he wrote to Coronneau the co¬ 
lonel of this regiment. 

In this hope I came before Louviers, where I 
waited in vain for the fupplies that had been pro- 
mifed me. The river of Eure, which ran into the 
ditches of Louviers, having been turned, a great 
aqueduct that fupplied the city with water, became 
dry. This I had remarked, and it was through 
this place that I propofed to enter it: but it was 
not probable, that Meff. d’Aumale, de laLonde, de 
Eontaine-Martel, de Medavy, de Contenant, and 
many other officers of the league, of which this city 
was full, would furrender, or fuffer themfelves to 
be taken, without ftriking a blow, I thought it 
would be rafliiids to attempt to force them with a 

* Read Joachim de Bereng-asville. 
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handful of men. In order therefore to juflify the 
the truth of what I had aflerted, I contented myfelf 
with fending feveral perfons into this aqueducl, 
where I employed them only in enlarging the en¬ 
trance, by forcing up with a petard the grate that 
clofed it. By this means they feveral times pene¬ 
trated into the city, and came out again without 
being perceived ; which convinced them, that the 
enterprife only failed for want of men. 

I returned by Pont-de l’Arche, to meet the King 
at Ecoiiy ; from whence he hoped to pafs imme¬ 
diately to Touraine ; but he found the Normans 
fo well affe&ed to him, that he was determined, by 
their offers, to attempt the important fiege of 
Ptouen. While preparations were making for 
this expedition, we took Gournay, Neufchatel, 
the city of Eu, Treport, and Darnetal: where the 
King received advice, that the Duke of Mai'enne 
fought to come to a battle with him. I was com¬ 
manded to go with fifty horfe to reconnoitre this 
general’s army, which I found in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Mante, and fpread over all my lands. I 
went and polled myfelf in my forefl; from whence 
I made obfervations, and brought the King infor¬ 
mation, that the army of the league conlifled of 
25,000 effective foot, and 8000 horfe. The King, 
who had only a little flying camp to oppofe fo for¬ 
midable an army, was not willing to neglecft any 
precaution. He had already can fed the commander 
of Chafles to be founded, to know if in cafe of 
any inconvenience, he would receive him into 
Dieppe: and he had reafon to be perfectly fatif- 
fied with his anfwer; but, in order to be better 
aflured of this governor’s intentions, he went him* 
feIf to confer with him, and returned very well fa- 
tisfied. Seeing therefore that he might reckon 
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upon a retreat fo fecure as Dieppe *, he the lefs 
feared to keep the field before the enemy; and re- 
folving to make head againft them to the la ft ex¬ 
tremity, he came and pofted himfelf before Arques. 

At the end of the caufey of Arques there is a 
long winding hill, covered with coppice; beneath 
is a fpace of arable land, in the mid ft of which is 
the great road that leads to Arques, having thick 
hedges on each fide, Lower down, upon the left 
hand, there is a kind of great morafs or boggy 
ground. A village called Martinglife bounds the 
hill, about half a league from the caufey. It was 
in this village, and in the neighbourhood of it, 
that the whole army of the Duke of Mai’enne was 
incamped. The King was fenfible, that by at¬ 
tempting to refift an army of more than 30,000 
men, with lefs than 3000, his condutft might be 
taxed with temerity. But belides that it would be 
very difficult to find a place more favourable for 
his few forces, and that there was danger in going 
back, he thought that the weaknefs of his party 
demanded fome bold ftroke at the beginning. He 
negletfted nothing that could any how compenfate 
for the fmallnefs of his number. He ordered deep 
trenches to be cut at the caufey, and above as well 
as beneath the great road ; he pofted 1200 Swifs 
on each fide of this road, and 600 German foot to 
defend the upper trenches ; and placed icco or 
1200 others in a chapel, which flood in the midft 
of the upper and lower trenches. It was all the 
infantry he had : his cavalry, which amounted 
upon the whole only to 600 men, he divided into 
two equal fquadrons : and with one pofted himfelf 


* Henry IV. it is faid, was reduced to fuch an extremify under 
the walls of this city, that he was upon the point of retiring into 
England; which the Marechal de Biron pi evented, by advifng him 
to make good his poft at Arques. Before the battle at A ques, he 
faid, that he was a king without a kingdom, a hufeand without a 
wife, and a warrior without money. 
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between the wood and the road, and feparating 
the other into platoons, made them go dtwn be¬ 
tween the road and the morafs, to fill in fome fort 
the interval. He did not lie down that whole night; 
during which, fearing that the enemy would make 
themfelves matters of the caufey, he kept guard 
there himfelf. In the morning they brought him 
fomething to eat into the trench, where he called 
his principal officers to breakfaft with him ; after 
which he thought, perhaps, to have taken a few 
moments reft, when he was informed by the 
guards, that the army of the league was marching 
towards him, in order of battle. 

At this news, he ordered the Vifcount de 
Chartres, Patcheux, Brafteufe, Avantigny, and 
three or four others, to advance into the wood, to 
make fome prifoners ; they returned in an inftant, 
bringing with them the Count de Belin. The King 
went to meet him, and embraced him fmiling. He, 
whofe eyes were every where in fearch of the 
King’s army, feeing hardly any loldiers about him, 
anfwered him no otherwife than by marking his 
furprife to fee fo few around the King. “ You 
“ fee not all,” faid the King to him with the fame 
“ gaiety: iC for you reckon not God, and m\ juft: 
<( right, who affift me . ” Accuftomed as I was to 
fee this prince, I could not help admiring his fe- 
l*ene and tranquil countenance, on an occaiion fo 
much the more defperate, as it left him full time 
for refledtion. Plis air Avas fo ftayed, and his ar¬ 
dor tempered with fo much prudence, that he ap¬ 
peared to the foldiers to have fomething more than 
humanity, and infpired them in their turn with all 
the intrepity of their chief. 

The Duke of Mai'enne ordered the upper 
trenches to be attaked by a fquadron of his Ger¬ 
man foot, who made as if they declined fighting, 
becaufe they had only Germans to encounter. 
r l hey even pretended to furrender; and our Ger- 
Vol. I. Z mans 
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mans were fo effectually deceived by this artificer 
that they fullered the others to advance and gain 
the trench, from whence they drove out ours ; and 
from this advantageous poll they gave us a great 
deal of trouble. I foon loft fight of ail that was 
done at the iide of the wood; becaufe that part of 
the moral's where I was, with ten of my men, was 
that moment attacked by a fquadron of 8 or poo- 
horfe. At the approach of a troop fo fuperior, 
we drew together about 150 horfe, and drove 
them back as far as the valley; where meeting 
with four other fquadrons, we were obliged to re¬ 
treat, till being joined in our turn by the Count 
d’Auvergne *, who brought 150 horfe more to our 
afliftance, we a fecond time beat back the enemy’s 
fquadrons This management could not laft long. 
Three hundred horfe from the enemy’s army join¬ 
ing the firft, we were forced to yield, and we re¬ 
gained the chapel in diforder; where fortunately 
our foot-foldiers who were pofted there, flopped 
this cavaly fhort, and engaged in a battle, in which 
Sagonne and fome other officers were {lain. 


* Charles de Valois, natural fan of Charles IX. He is mentioned, 
hereafter. It is upon the relation of fh's Count, afterwards Duke 
of Agou’.eme, that Father Daniel, in his hiflory of France, vol. 9. 
has given a oefcriptioo of this battle, to which nothing con be added, 
and differs but littl j from that in our Memoirs. See alfo Matthieu, 
vol. 2. p. 14. et feqy .j Cayet, vol. 1 b. 2. p. 2^3 a jeqq.\ the Me¬ 
moirs of Nevoirs, vol, p. 597. and the phyfician Du Chefne's rela¬ 
tion, &c. This battle was fought on Wednefdav Sept. 20. It be¬ 
gan at ten o’clock in the morning, and ended at Eleven. The Duke 
of M .ienne, five days before, made feveral attempts upon Dieppe, 
which were called efcarmoutbei du Pollet. “ My companion, (laid 
Henry IV. to Arreguer, colonel of the regiment of S >leur,) “I come 
“ to die, or to gain honour with you.” (( He drove back the 
<( treacherous Germans,” A*c. Le Grain, book 5. “ My father,” 
(faid this prince to Col. Gdati,) keeps a pike for me, for I will 
“ fight at the head of your battalion.” Matthieu, ib. p. 14. Af¬ 
ter the battle he wrote to Grillon in thefe terms. “ Hang thyfelf, 
li brave, Grillon, for we have fought at Arques v\irhout thte. A- 
“ dieu brave Grillon, I love thee whether 1 will or not.” 


The 
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The Duke of Maienne commanding all the reft 
of his German foot to attack the chapel, we quitted 
at lenth this pod:; and overpowered by numbers, 
abandoned the hollows in the road, and even the 
road itfelf. This was the beginng of a defeat: 
the confequences had been fearful, if we had 
not met the battalion of the Swifs, who fuftain- 
ed the fhock, gave us time to rally, and put us a- 
gain into a condition of renewing the fight. No¬ 
thing could have happened more feafonably with 
regard to myfelf. My horfe that moment falling 
dead of his wounds, I mounted a frefh one. To 
vanquifh the brave refiftance of our Swifs, the o- 
enemy thought proper to order 500 horfe to march 
along the fide of the morals; they would have 
taken us in the rear, and have eafily overpower¬ 
ed the Swifs, and the reft of the foldiers, when 
luckily the horfes approaching too near the mo* 
rafs, they remained imangled in the mire, and their 
riders with difficulty enough difengaged them, by 
leaving their lances there. 

The battle continued fome time longer in this 
ftate, that is to fay, while we had any ftrength left; 
but at length wearinefs began to overcome us. On 
our iide they were the fame men who were always 
in action ; inftead of which our enemies were re¬ 
newed, and multiplied every moment. Great part 
of our brigade was difarmed and difmounted. In 
this extremity I was deputed by the troop to repre- 
fcnt our fttuation to the King, and to demand from 
him a reinforcement. I met this prince coming to 
our quarter. “ My friend,” laid he to me, “ I 
“ have not a foul to fend you; we mull not, how- 

ever, lofe courage for all that.” In effeft, he 
was in no better condition than we He turned, 
however, towards M.le Grand, and bid him follow 
me with all the men he could get together from the 
upper part of the road. I went back to my party, 
and with apparent joy informed them of a fupply, 
Z 2 upon 
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upon which I but little depended. Every one was 
re animated, and one may fay, that at that moment 
acts o^ valour were done that were incredible. The 
thick fog, which concealed us from our enemies, 
hid from us likewife a great part of our danger : 
but when this fog was diflipated, the fun (hewed us 
to them, and difcovered their whole army to us, 
ready to overwhelm us. It was by this time fo near, 
that we could not hope to gain the end of the 
caufey, where our laft intrenchment was, and wc 
thought of nothing but felling our lives dearly. 

O lr fafety came from what we had looked upon 
as our greateft misfortune. The cannon of the 
cable of Arques had been rendered ufelefs by the 
thirknefs of the fog; but as foon as the enemy 
could be diftinguifhed, it made a difcharge fo juft, 
and of fo terrible an effeft, although there were but 
four pieces, that the enemy were difordered. Four 
other volleys fucceeded with fuch rapidity, as went 
quite through their army ; which, no longer able 
to endure the fire, retired in diforder to the fide of 
the valley : behind which, fome moments after, all 
this terrible multitude were loft ; aftonillied, with¬ 
out doubt, at the great lofs they had fuftained, and 
deprefted by a refiftance which the Duke of Ma'i- 
enne had not expedled. 

The King, after an adlion which covered him 
with glorv, retired to Arques ; from thence he 
went to Dieppe, always harrafled by the enemy, 
and engaged in frequent lkirmifhes ; the detail of 
which ! fupprefs, as having nothing fufticiently in- 
terefting after the battle of Arques. The King, 
however, in one of thefe iencounters, found him- 
felf expofed to a danger ftill greater : for, believing 
the enemy at a diftance, he was exercifing with us 
a kind of military game in a meadow, and fuftain¬ 
ed a difcharge from 200 fufileers, who lay in am- 
bulh upon the ground between two hedges, but two 

hundred 
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hundred paces at moft from the place where we 
were. 

It is certain, that any other than Henry would 
have infallibly funk under thefe difficulties, before 
he had received the fupplies which were preparing 
for him ; but by his valour * ** and his fkill in difpu? 
ting the ground, he gave time r o 4000 Lnglifh and 
Scotch, that Q^Elifabeth fent him, to pafs the fea ; 
and this reinforcement was foon after follow; d by 
one greater, which was brought him by the Count 
of Soiffions, Henry of Orleans, Duke of Longue- 
villc, d’Aumont, and Biron. It was owing to the 
Count of Soiffions that he was fo often in danger at 
Dieppe, who amufed himfelf with difputing about 
the command of the forces, inftead of flying to the 
King’s affiftance. 

Mai'enne durfl: not wait for the jun&ion of all 
thefe troops ; he difappeared with his army, and 
left the King mafter of the field Henry fpoke no 
longer of keeping in Normandy ; he fet out again 
for Paris, which he had quitted with regret. He 
palled through Meulan and Poifly ; and from this 
place detached me, with the Duke of Montpenflerf, 
to endeavour to perfect a correfpondence he had a 
long time before begun in Vernon, or to feize the 
city by means of that terror which his approach 


* Sixtus V. prefaged, that the Bearnoi? would he the uppermoft, 
fince he was not longer in bed than the Duke of Maienne was at 
table. The Duke or Mai’enne was extremely /low in all his motions, 

** If he does not a< 5 l in another manner,” laid the King, “ 1 fhall 
“ certainly beat him always in the field.” Perefixe, ib. part 2. The 
fame Pope, after the battle ut Arques, applied thefe words to Hen¬ 
ry IV. <f Thou IT.alt tread upon the 1 on and adder j the young lion 
“ and the dragon fhalt thru trample under feet.” Pfal. xii. 13, 
Meaning the Duke of MaVenne, the Duke of Savoy, the King of 
Spain himfelf. 

f Henry of Bourbon-Montpenfier, Prince of the blood, the only 
fon of Francis and Renee of Anjou, at that time tuenty-feven years 
old. Henry III. took the government of Bretagne from him, with¬ 
out any caufe, to bellow it on the Duke of Mercceur. He foon had 
reafon to repent it. 
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would caufe in it. We found no probability of 
fucceeding in either the one or the other. The 
Duke of Montpenfier returned to Normandy, and 
joined the King at Villepreux. 

His defign was to alarm Paris, and even to at¬ 
tack it; and as he law his time, to attempt to make 
himfelf mailer of it. He had taken the precaution 
to fend to demolifh the bridge of St. Maixance, by 
which the Duke of Mai'erme might have been able 
to aiTiil this great city ; for that general, alarmed 
by the King’s march, had alfo come near Paris by 
the oppofite tide, that he might not meet the King. 
This prince, therefore, gave the neceflary orders 
for attacking all the fuburbs at the fame time: that 
of St. Germain fell to M. d’Aumont, de Chatillon, 
and me. As foon as the fignal was given, we fell 
upon this fuburb, and having indeed an immenfe, 
but a confufed and frighted multitude to oppofe, 
we hemmed two confderable troops of foldiers 
within the inclofure of the market of St. Germain ; 
and there, in lefs than two hundred paces, we left 
400 of them in a moment dead upon the place. I 
could hardly prevail upon myfelf to kill men whom 
fear rendered more dead than alive ; but putting 
them out of a condition to ref ft us, we palled for¬ 
ward, and advanced as far as the gate of Nefle : 
fifteen or twenty of us entered the city, and went 
very near to Pont-Neuf; but feeing that our men did 
not follow us, we turned back. An order from the 
King to give over the attack was the caufe of their 
abandoning us. The perfon v/hom he had fent to 
demolifh the bridge of St. Maixance * had difehar- 


* De Thou obferve.®, that the emrd of this Vridge was piven to 
William de Montmorencv, Lord of Thoie 5 but bdog lick, t Senlis, 
he could not defend it. Book 9". It was attacked rn All-f iats day, 
upon advice fent bv Jam Corbinellv, a Flortn ine gentleman, to 
Kenry IV. in thefe three w uds, “ C- m-, tome, come,” written in 
a bit of paper, which the bearer indo.cd in a o,u:l!, and held in his 
mouth. They did n«-t carry it for want of cann n to beat down the 
gates, Matthien, vol. 2, b. 3. p. 17. Cayet, vol, 1. p. 27c. 
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ged this commiftlon fo ill, that the Duke of Maicnne 
appeared within light of Paris with his whole army, 
almoft at the fame moment that we came within 
view of it ourlelves. 

The King was now convinced that his enterprife 
was become impoftible, and that although we fhould 
make ourlelves inafters of the city, which on our 
fide would infallibly have happened, an army thus 
difperfed in a city fo extenlive as Paris, would have 
been in danger of being overpowered, having an in¬ 
numerable multitude of people to oppofe within, 
and an army without to defend ourfelves again ft, 
which would either have entered after us, or have 
kept us belieged there. It was thus that the ardor 
which this prince difeovered in battle, did not ever 
tranfport him fo far as to make him cleaf to the 
counfel of prudence. He thought he had done e- 
nough, having created terror in the very heart of 
that city that dared to defpife him, and given it a 
fenfible intimation of what it had to fear from him. 
Part of the fuburbs was pillaged : our foldiers left 
nothing in that of St. Germain *, that they could 
conveniently carry away, I had for my fhare full 
3000 crowns, and all my men made very confider- 
abie booty. 

Two days after this expedition, the King went 
to feize Eftampes ; and refuming his ftrft defign of 
fhewing himfelf in the heart of the kingdom, at 
leaft with a part cf his troops, he went towards 
Tours, and in a fhort time took a great many little 
towns in Touraine, Anjou, Maine, and Lower 

* The Sieurs de Chatillon and La None (fays Le Grain, book 5.), 
aflaulted the fuburbs of St. Germain, Bufly, and Nefle, which were 
richer and more magnificent than the otheis, and \shere they expect¬ 
ed to find mold refinance, as well upon account ot the fine houfes that 
were in the fuburb of St. Germain, which makes its value equal to., 
the Lcond city in France, as the abbey St. Germain, which was for¬ 
tified. Chatillon made it appear, that he remembered St. Barholo- 
mtw’s day, and was refolved to expiate the murder, and appeafe the 
manes of the Admiral his father. 
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Normandy *. He left fame troops with the Mare- 
dial Biron, who took Evreux, without cannon. I 
drove the Catholics from before Anfreville. The 
King gave me all the countries about Mante and 
Roluy to preferve, with a Email body of troops, 
with which I narrowly milled caking the Duke 
d’Aumale, as he palled by RofnyV After I joined 
the Marechal Biron. for the fiege of Evreux. I 
cannot give a more circumftantial account of adions 
fo inconfiderable, and muft even fupprefs the great-, 
eft part of them, as it is neither pcffible, nor to the 
purpofe, to expatiate upon facls fo trivial. 

I forewarn the public, therefore, to exped in 
thefe memoirs a detail only of events of fome con¬ 
federation, and only fuch as 1 have been a witnefs 
to, or as happened to the King himfelf. If I join 
to thefe any others, they fhall only be fuch whofe 
certainty I can warrant, by the fidelity of memoirs 
which have fallen into my hands. As for all others, 
it will be fufticient juft to hint at them, that the 
reader may himfelf collate the affairs of Henry the 
Great, in the different periods of time. It was to 
affift my memory, that I at firft committed fuch 
traits as moft ft ruck me to paper ; particularly fuch 
difeourfes as the King held with myfelf, or as I 
have heard him hold with others, either upon war 
of upon politics, in which I apprehended there might 
be ftngular benefit to myfelf. This prince, who 
perceived it by my fometimes repeating, word for. 
word, what he had fpoken, commanded me to put 
my work in fome order, and to extend it. I found 
great difficulties in this ; for my ftyle was among 
the meaneft : but upon the reiterated commands of 


* Alenjon, Le-Mans, Chateau-Briant, Sable, Chateau-Gontier, 
Maienne, Laval, Argentan, Falaife, Lifieux, BaVeux, Ponteau-de- 
mcr, Pent -1 Eveque, Hontieur, Kavre-<*e Grace, D^nfront, &c.' 
De Thou, bo k 97. D’Aubi^ne, vo). 3. b. 3. c. 4. See. See ?lfo the 
Memoirs ot the ieague, and particular relations of thefe expeditions 
printed at that lime.- 
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Lis Majefty, and his promifing to correct it with his 
own hand, 1 re Aimed and continued this work more 
afliduoufly. This it was that gave birth to thefe 
memoirs. But I return to my iubjeft. 

The army of the league fitting down before Pon- 
toife, took it, and afterwards laid liege to Meulan. 
As I judged this place to be of extreme importance 
to the King, I endeavoured, by all the methods I 
could think of, to make its powder hold out *, and 
to introduce fome perfon into it on whom I could 
depend, to prevail upon the befieged to Band Arm, 
till afliftance, which was very near, arrived. And 
this I performed, by making a man fvvim over to 
it; and in the mean time fent notice to the King of 
what had pafled, and demanded fupplies. My re¬ 
doubled instances determined this prince to come 
thither himfelf; but it was with great unwillingnefs 
that he left other places, where his prefence was no 
lefs necelfary. “ By your importunity, I am upon 
“ the road to Meulan.” Thus he wrote to me. 
“ If any thing unfortunate fhould happen, I fhall 
reproach you for ever.” It would indeed have 
appeared very furprifing to me, if no misfortune 
had happened : for this prince leaving all his infan¬ 
try before Honfleur, brought with him fo fmall a 
number, that it was impoffible for him to fuftain 
the attack of a whole army which prelfed Meulan, 
and would not fail to fall upon him, as foon as it 
was known how ill he was accompanied. 

This I took the liberty to reprefent to him ; and, 
in effedt, he had no fooner left Verneuii to proceed 
to Ivry, than going out to reconnoitre, I faw the 
whole army of the league, inftrudled doubt lefs of 
his march, bearing ftraight upon him He was 
obliged to tu n back to Verneuii. It was not ordi¬ 
nary for this prince to give ground before his ene- 

* The Duke of Sully is mentioned with diftinftion in the relation 
this fiege, by De Thou, book 98. and Matthieu, vol, 2. p. 22. 
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mies, nor did he now do it without a good deal of 
regret. In the fir ft tranfporrs of his anger, he ac- 
Cuied me of having expofed him to this affront, and 
of being lefs folk nous for his reputation, by call¬ 
ing him hither, than careful to prdeive my lands 
from pillage, it was eafy for me to juftify myiclf ; 
and this prince, who comprehended the importance 
of fuch a place as Meulan, gave orders for all his 
army to join him. 

This produced the effect which I had prcmifed 
myfelf. The enemy feeing the army on its march, 
began to draw their cannon on this fide the river, 
and, without wholly railing the liege, abandoned 
the care of it, to guard againft being lurpriled. 

•' I lent the King advice of this proceeding, and he 
thought it proper to batten its march, to prevent 
any accident wh-ch might occafion the lofs of Meu¬ 
lan, and lent me the fronts of Ids army, that while 
1 waited for his arrival, I might perpetually annoy 
the befiegers. lie came foon after, and entered the 
fort, where being defirousof obferving the enemy’s 
army, he climbed up, with lome of us, into the 
Belfrey *. The befiegers having, at this moment, 
pointed a battery againft this belfrey, demolifhed 
the ftair-cafe, and obliged the King, and all of us 
that were with him, to come down with the help 
of a cord, and a ftick patted ‘ between our legs. 
The King, to pay them in the fame coin, ordered 
four pieces of cannon to be raifed in this place : 
which was contrary to my opinion : becaufe I fore- 
faw that the enemy would quickly difmount them ; 
which actually happened before we could derive the 
leatt advantage from them, and the befiegers fired 
there fo furioufiy all day, that we were not able to 
remove thefe four pieces till night. The enemy, 
who had put the river between them and the King, 

* As Henry TV. was afeending the belfrey of St. Nka'.fe, a can¬ 
non-ball palled through his legs. AlatJi. ib. 24. 


made 
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made a terrible attack on the bridge on that fide 5 
but this was their laft effort. The King porting him- 
felf .it Orgreux, they were afraid of being over¬ 
come, and decamped forthwith. 

'ihe Marquis of Allegre had better fuccefs, and 
feized Piouen for the league. I received the news 
of it at llofny. The King, who had done every 
thing to hinder the reduction of this place, march¬ 
ed infiantly to Ptouen ; but upon his arrival atGail- 
lon, he learned that the evil was without remedy. 
In exchange, he went to befiege Dreux, after put¬ 
ting me in garrifon in Party. The Duke of Maienne, 
who had juft been reinforced with the whole Spa- 
nilh army, parted the river, and fpread his troops 
all around Mante and Pvofny, refolute to raife this 
iiege. The vanguard of this army, which was con¬ 
duced by one of my relations, that bore my name, 
had orders from the general to portefs himfelf of 
Pally in his way. I gave the King notice of his 
approach ; who replied only, that I might do as I 
pleafed. I refolved, therefore, to defend myfelf 
and although M. de Piofny wrote me, reprefenting 
to me, that it would be rafhnefs to fuffer myfelf to 
be ftormed in a place that had not even walls, and 
offered me very advantageous conditions*, yet he 
could gain nothing upon me. 

I thanked him for his falfe politenefs, and, in 
the night, caufed a ditch to be dug, which ferved 
the garrifon at leaft for a flicker. Luckily the ene- 


* Pvlatthiai mentions this f?£t, exadlly in the fame manner as it 
is hciej ht; even relates the Duke of Sully’s reply, in the very words 
he rrude ufe of. “ Here is the King ready to give battle; tell the 
t( Duke of Maienne that he is row reckoning upon winning it $ and 
te then I will conhder whether I am to lofe it.” 

The only difference in the two recitals is, that this officer of the 
enemy’s, who is here called Kofny, was, according to Matthicu, the 
Baron de Rolnv, one of the general officers of the league. However, 
to tnefe who read the Memoirs of Sully, it would feem impofiVole for 
the error to be on his fide. Compare the two writers. Oecnnomies 
Royales, &c. \ol. l. p. 71. and Matthieu’s hift. vol. 2. b. 1. p.25 
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my had no mind to wafte time in fo inconfiderable 
a capture, and wanted only to feize the place as 
they palTed. Next morning, the noife of the bag¬ 
gage gave me to underhand, that the army had 
purfued its route ; which drew me out of great per¬ 
plexity. During the night, which I fpent entirely 
without in fortifying PalTy, I thought I law diflintfily 
two armies fighting in the air *. I know not whe¬ 
ther this was a reality or an illuflon ; but this ob¬ 
ject made fuch an imprellion upon my mind, that I 
was not furprifed at reading a letter next day ftoin 
the King. He informed me, that the Duke of Mai- 
enne’sarmy, joined to the Spaniards, had approach¬ 
ed with a defign to offer him battle •, that he had 
waited for it till the evening of that day on which 
he wrote me, but that the whole day had been pafR 
ed in (kirmilhing, making lodgements, and fecuring 
advantages, and that the general a&ion was put off 
till the morrow. His letter concluded with thefc 
words : ci I conjure you therefore to come, and 
“ bring all with you that you can, particularly 
<c your own company, and the two companies of 
cc Badit and James’s horfe-arquebufiers that I grant- 

ed you; for I know them, and would make ufe 
“ of them.” 

I was fenfible, that, without very great diligence, 
I fhould arrive too late for the battle with thefe com¬ 
panies, which I forefaw the King would be in ex¬ 
treme need of, as he was much inferior in number 

* Davila, who alfo takes notice of this phenomenon, bcokn. 
<lefcribes it in this manner, “ The thunder and lightning, fome- 
times mingled with horrid darkntfs, added to their terrors j and fuch 
a flood of rain poured fuddenly down, that the whole army was a- 
larmed. A prodigious apparition, wli’ch appeared in the Iky as foon 
as it had ceafed to rain, increafed the geneial confternation $ for du^ 
ring the noife of the thunder, at which the flouted among them 
trembled, two great armies were diftin&ly ften in the air, that, after 
continuing fome time engaged in fight, disappeared, covered with a' 
thick cloud ; fo that the iiTue of the battle could not be difeovered 
sy the fpeftators. 
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to the enemy. I therefore loft not a moment, and 
was fortunate enough to anive an hour and a half 
before it began The King ordered me to make my 
company pafs to the right wing, where his own 
fquadron was. to which he joined it; and making 
the two companies of arquebuiiers difmount, fent 
their horfes among the baggage, defigning to make 
ufe of them as the forlorn hope. After this, he 
bid me follow him to fee the difpofition of the two 
armies, (< in order/’ added he,' “ that I may learn 
“ my trade.” He had no fooner placed himfelf at 
the head of his fquadron *, than the turn pets found¬ 
ed the charge. 

I fhall attempt nothing here againft the rights of 
hiftorians ; I leave it to them to particularife this 
battle, and (hail confine myfelf only to what I was 
an eye-witnefs of It is fufficient to fay, that, up¬ 
on this occafion, the principal caufes that gave the 
vidlory to the weaker party, were, the valour of 
the JVlarechal d’Aumont, who prevented the entire 
defeat of the light horfe; the infinite difference 
between the enemy’s manner of uling their artillery 
and ours; and more than all this, the lingular ta¬ 
lents of the King, which were never fo perfectly 
known as in the day of battle, in the difpofition of 
his troops, rallying them, their difeipline, and their 
exaand ready obedience. 


* “ My companions," laid he, addrefling himfelf to his fquadron, 
“ if to-day you run my fortune, I alfo run yours. I am refolved to 

** die, or conquer with you ; keep your ranks, X befeech you, and if 
** I Ihould quit them in the heat of the battle, rally immediately, 
te w hich will be gaining the victory : you will do it between thofe three 
<l trees which jou fee up thereon the right; and if you fliould iofe 
(< fight of your enfigns, your cornette*, or your ftandards, keep my 
“ white plume of featheis always in view; you'{hall ever find them 
l< in the road to honour and to viflory." Perefixe, ibid, parts. 
They lofl fight ot him in the battle, where, accompanied only by twelve 
or thirteen pcifons, he was furrounded by the enemy. He killed the 
Count of Egmont’s equerry with his own hand. (i We muft ufe our 
<% piftols," fa id he to his troop, “ the more men the more glory." 
Matthieu, vol, 2, book 1 , p, 26. 
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It is certain the Duke ofMa’ienne, and the Count 
of Egmont, who were at the head of the Spaniards, 
imagined, that if the Kingdurft wait for them, the 
victory would certainly be theirs ; and that, if he 
yielded, or gave ground before them, as they ex¬ 
pelled, they did not reckon upon any thing lefs, 
than forcing him out of whatever place he Ihould 
retreat to, and thus finifhing the war at a lingle 
blow. With fuch difpofitions, what muft be the 
confequence ? I fay nothing of the perfons of the 
generals, who alone are worth many thoul'and men. 
The ftronger party never makes ufe of thole pre¬ 
cautions that are necefiary again ft an enemy of 
equal ftrength; and, upon the other hand, the 
weaker never forms a refolution to defend itlelf a- 
gainfta more numerous army, without determining 
likewife to fupply, by valour and addrefs, the defi¬ 
ciency of numbers. The furprife that a courage, 
animated by glory and difficulties, creates, aflifts a 
finall number againft a greater: by this all become 
in fomefort equal. 

The King’s fquadron * where I was, had the at¬ 
tacks 

* See upon this aftion De Thou, hook 5S. D’Aubigne, vol. 3. 
book 3. chap. 3. Le Grain, book 5. Memoirs of the league. 
Father Matthidi, id. Cbron. Noven. vol. 2. p. 317. and an account 
printed in 15( 0, and others. 

De Thou and Cayet obferve, that Henry IV.’s artillery hal fired 
nine times before the Duke of MaYenne’s began ; they alfu blame the 
Duke for having difpofed his armv in the form of a crefcenr, like 
Henry’s, when, being fuperior in numre r , he cu .ht to have given it 
the form of a triangle. According to Mat.hieu, Herry fV\ was 
guilty of a great faith, in not beginning the battle, bv falling upon 
the light horfe commanded by Du-Terrail 5 and upon t u c Duke of 
MaYenne's body, who, having advanced too far, was obliged to go 
half a league about in retreating. Ir appear*, that the cavilry only 
fought there ; and, if we believt Le Grain, 1200 horfe defeated ?n 
army of 20,000 men. But here is a little exaggeration. The King’s 
army was compofed of about 2000 cavalry, and 6 or 700 infantry ; 
and the league’s confified of 5000 horfe and Soco foot. ■ The Count 
of Egmont, who had boafbd that his fquadron alone was fufticient to 
fuhdue the royal armj, was fiain in the fighr. He was the fon of 
L’Amiral d’Egmont, who was beheaded at Brufiels with the Count of 

Horne. 



OF SULL Y. 


1590. 


191 


tacks of the Count of Egmont to fuftain, who fell 
upon us with his own fquadron, and a fccond of 
1000 or 1200 German horfe. It is true, the Ger¬ 
mans, who pr ifeflecl the fame religion as our fol- 
diers did, fired alnioR in the air : but the Count of 
Egmont, we mull do him juft ice, behaved like a 
man who was determined to conquer. He charged 
us with fuch fury, that, notwithftanding the de- 
fertion of the Germans, after a terrible fire, and 
encounter which lafted a full quarter of an 
hour, and covered the earth with dead bodies, the 
left of our fquadron lied, and the right was broke 
and gave ground, At the hi-fi on fet, my horlewas 
wounded in the noflrils, and in the neck at a fe- 
cond, where the kiddie did not reach, and a third 
brought him quite down, carrying away two of his 
feet, and a piece of flefli offthe calf of my leg. I 
received another wound in my hand. A piflol fhot 
gave me a third wound more confiderable ; the ball 
entered my liip, and came out near my belly. I 
fhould have infallibly perifhed, if my equerry had 
not run to my afliftance with another horfe, upon 
which I mounted, though with a good deal of dif¬ 
ficulty. This affe&ion brought many wounds upon 
poor Maignan, and had like to have coft him his 
life. 

At a fecond charge, this horfe was likewife {lain, 
and in the fame moment I received a piflol fhot in 
the thigh, and a cut with a fword in the head. I 
remained upon the fpot, and with my fenfes lofl all 
the remaining part of the adlion, which, from the 
advantage the Count of Egmont had already gained, 
boded, I thought, no good to us : and moll cer¬ 
tainly the King had been vanquished, if all the reft 
of the enemy’s army had behaved in the fame man- 


Horne. Tt is kid, that when he came to Paris, the perfon who com¬ 
plimented him, mixed in his difcotirfe Tome piaies of L’Amirai his 
father. ‘‘ Do not mention him,” he replied 3 “ he was a jebcl, and 
d ferved to die,” 
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ner. All that I know is, that, a long time after, 
recovering my fenfes, I faw neither enemies, nor 
any of my domeftics near me, whom fear or dif- 
order had difperfed; another prefage which appear¬ 
ed *0 me no lefs unfavourable 

I retired without a head-piece, and almoft: with¬ 
out armour, for my own had been battered to 
pieces. In this condition I faw a trooper of the 
enemy’s running towards me, with an intention up¬ 
on my life. By good fortune I found myfelf near 
a pear-tree, under which I crept, and with that 
little motion I was hill capable of, made fuch good 
ufe of the branches, which were extremely low, 
that 1 evaded all my adverfary’s attempts, and kept 
him at a diftance, who being weary with turning 
round the tree, at laft quitted me. Feuquieres had 
not the like good fortune; I faw him killed that 
moment before my eyes. Juft then La-Rocheforet 
(who has fince been with me) palling by, I aiked 
him for a little nag which he was leading, and paid 
him for it upon the fpot thirty crowns. I always 
believed, that on fuch occafions it is proper to car¬ 
ry a little money about one. 

Thus mounted, I was going to learn news of 
the battle, which I believed to be loft, when 1 faw 
leven of the enemy coming ftraight towards me, 
one,of whom carried the white ftandard belonging 
to the Duke of Mai'enne’s company. I thought it 
impoflible to efcape this new danger; and upon 
their crying Qui vive ? I told my name, as being 
ready to furrender myfelf prifoner. What was my 
furprife, when, inftead of attacking me, I found 
four of thefe perfons intreating me to receive them- 
felves for prifoners, and to fave their lives; and 
while they ranged themfelves about me, appearing 
charmed at having met with me ! I granted their 
requeft:: and it feemed furpriftng to me, that four 
men unhurt, and well armed, Ihould furrender 
themfelves to a ftngle man, difarmed, covered with 
1 his 
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Ins own blood, mounted upon a little paltry nag, 
arid fcarce able to fupport himfelf, that I was tempt¬ 
ed to take all I faw for an illufion, or the 'effect o£ 
my wounds. I was foon undeceived. My prifon- 
ers, (lince they would be fo) made themfelves known 
for MefT. de Chataigneraie, de Sigogne *, de Chan- 
teloup, and d’Aufreville. They told me, that the 
Duke of Mai'enne had loft the battle ; that the King 
wa 5 that moment in purfuit of the vanquifhed, which 
had obliged them to furrender, for fear of falling 
into worfe hands, their horfes not being in a condi¬ 
tion to carry them out of danger : at the fame time 
Sigogne, in token of furrender, prefented me with 
the white ifandard. The three others, who were 
the Duke of Nemours, the Chevalier d’Aumale, 
and Tremont, not feeming inclined to furrender, I 
endeavoured to perfuade them, by good reafons; 
that they ought to do fo ; but in vain. After re¬ 
commending their four comerades to me,' feeing a 
body of the viCtors advance, they rode away, and 
fhewed me that their horfes were hill vigorous e- 
nough to bear them from their enemies. 

‘I advanced with my prifoners towards a battalion 
of Swifs, and meeting one of the King’s chief pa¬ 
ges, I gave him the charge of the ftandard, which 
was a burden too heavy for me. I then faw more 
plainly the marks of our victory. The field was 
full of the fugitive leaguers and Spaniards, and the 
victorious army f of the King pursuing, and fcatter- 


* T°hn de Vivonfie, Lord of Chataigneraie. Charles de Beau- 
foncle, Lord of Sigogne, Cornet of the Duke of MaiVnne s compa¬ 
ny. The hiflorians take noti c of the prtfoners M. de Rofny took 
m this encounter, and the wounds he received, to the number of fe- 
ven. It was for fometime believed, that Henry IV. was flair. What 
probably ocafioned this fake report was, that the Marquis of Ncfle, 
who had that day drefled himfelf like the King, was fe furrourded 
by the enemy, and wounded in feverai place*, of which he died. 
Matlhieu, ib, 

•j* The King cried, et Spare the French, and fall upon the forcicn- 
“ ers.” Pcrefixe, ibid, part 2. Henry (fays the author of the Hen- 
Vol. I. 8 b riade) 
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ing the reft of the large bodies, that had difperfed, 
or gathered together The Swiis foldiers of the 
two armies meeting, bullied each other with their 
pikes lowered, without ftriking a blow, or making 
any motion. 

The white ftandard embroidered with black 
flowers-deduce, was known by every one to be 
that of the Guiles, which they bore in memory, and 
through horror of the alTafllnation of Blois, and at¬ 
tracted all, as to a prey equally rich and honourable. 
The black velvet coats of my prisoners, which were 
covered with filver erodes, were refplendent from 
afar in the held. The firft who flew to feize them, 
were Me if. de Cambrai, de I’Archant, du Roller, 
de Crevecceur, de Palcheux, and de Brafleufe, who 
were joined by the Count de Torigny. I advanced 
towards them, and luppoling they would not know 
my face, altogether distigured by blood and dull, I 
named myfelf. The Count de Torigny no fooner 
knew La-Chataigneraie, who was his relation, than 
•judging that, in the condition he faw me, I could 
not preferve my priioners from infult, he intreated 
me to give Chataigneraie to his care, for whom he 
would be anl'werable to me I readily granted his 
requeft, yet it was with regret that I law him go 
away. What Torigny did through a principle of 
friendfhip, had in effect a fatal conlequence for the 
unhappy Chataigneraie. He was known fome mo¬ 
ments after, by three men belonging to d’O's com- 


riade) owed this vi£f ry to the fuperioriry of his /kill and valour. But 
he ccntefed, that Maienne baa performed ail the duties of a greet 
general ; he had no fault, he laid, bn: in the cau*'e he fupported. 
The Duke of MaTentre wtuld have been taken, but for his precan- 
t : on in breaking the bridge of Ivry as be fed. But by that means he 
butchered the German horfe and foot, iaco cf which were killed cd- 
cn the fpot j a like number cf French infantry, and ioco hcrle. 
Some ha e made the lofs much greater. Of the rojalifls, ;co private 
m n about ac gentlemen were killed. Tb s battle *as fought 
betvee-' Dreux and Nonancca::, a: the villages cf Sr. An are and 
Foucratnvilb. 


pany , 
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pany, who had been guards to Henry III. Thefe 
men levelling their pieces at him, lliot him dead, 
crying, <c ’Sdeath! thou traitor to thy King, whom 
“ thou haft murdered, and triumphed in the deed.” 

I might have made the Count of Torigny pay 
this prifoner’s ranfom, and I was counfelled by fe^ 
veral perfons to do fo ; but I could not refolvc to 
add this new caule of affii&ion to what he already 
felt for the death of a man with whom I had my- 
felf been particularly acquainted. 

I was not long ere I was furrounded by many 
perfons, amongft whom there was not one that did 
not envy my good fortune. D’Andelot came after 
the reft, and prefting through the croud, perceived 
Sigogne, and the page who carried the ftandard. 
He was preparing to feize it, believing his good de- 
ftiny had kept this prey for him, when a report that 
the enemy had rallied, obliged him to depart a- 
bruptly. I had not time to draw him out of his 
error ; for after he had bid the page keep that 
ftandard for him, he fuddenly difappeared. The 
intelligence was found to be falfe, and had no other 
foundation than the arrival of 200 foldiers from 
Picardy, which Meff. de Moy and dc la Boifliere 
had brought to the Duke of Mai'enne. 

Being now difengaged from the croud, and ha¬ 
ving need of help, especially for the wound-in my 
hip, by which I loft a great deal of blood, I advan¬ 
ced with my prize to the head of Vignole’s regi¬ 
ment, which had behaved bravely in the battle. 
Here, fearing no further furprife, 1 ordered a fur- 
geon to bind up my wound, and deilred feme wine 
to prevent fainting, which I found coming upon 
me. My ftrength being a little recovered, I got to 
Anet, the keeper of which gave me an apartment, 
where I caufed the ftrft drefting to be put on my 
wounds, in prefence of the Marechal Biron, who 
fpent a few moments there after my arrival, and 
took a collation in my chamber. He was conduft- 
B b 2 ing 
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ing the corps de referve, which he commanded, to 
the King, who, without hopping after his victory, 
had pafied the river of Eure, in purfuit of the ene¬ 
my ; and, as it was reported to me, had taken at 
laft the road to Rofny, where he lay the fame 
night * 

After the Marechal Biron was gone, D’Andelot 
arrived at Anet, full of refentment againft me for 
wrefting from him his prize, for fo he thought it. 
He entered rny chamber, attended by five or fix 
armed men, and, with an air equally fierce and in- 
fulting, demanded an explanation, or rather fought 
to do himfelf jufiice : for perceiving the white ftan- 
dard, which, with that belonging to rny company, 
had been placed at the head of my bed, he would 
have taken poftefiion of it by force, without attend- 


* That night he Cupped at the caftle of Rofny. Being informed 
that ’he Ma^chal D'Aumont was come to give him an account of 
what he had done, he rofe up to meet him, and embracing him af- 
feChona-ely, made him fit down at his table with thefe obliging words, 
that it was bu : u(t, that he who rad ferved him fo well at his nup¬ 
tials, 'hould (hare in the feaO. Perefixe, ibid, part 2. 

Perefixe, in the fame place, relates another circumftance, which 
does honour to the King. He remembered, that, the evening before 
the battle, he had ufed fome harfh expieflions to Co). Theodcrie 
Schomberg, who had afked him for monev, and told lim in a portion, 
that it was noi acting like a man of honour, tn d^mard money when 
he came to takv* or ers for fighting. Ho afterwards went to him, 
when he was ranging bis troops in order, a d (aid, “ Colonel, weare^ 
“ now upon the point ; perhaps I (hall never go from this place 5 it 
« h not jufl that 1 (hould deprive a brave gentleman as you are of 
ts your honour; I c me therefore to declare, ihat T knew' yon to he 
“ an honeft man, and incapable of committing a bafe a&ion.” Say¬ 
ing this, he embraced him with great afiedVon. The Colonel, fen- 
fibly moved w’ith this behaviour, replied, with tears in his eyes, “ Ah! 
tc Sire, in reftoring t me my honour of w hich you had dep ived me, 
t( you deprive me ot my lif , for, after this, I (hould be unworthy 
(t of your f'vour, if I did not facrifice it to-day for your fervice. if 
i( I had a thoufand lives, I would lay them all at your feet.” In 
he was killed upon this occafi n. Ib'.d, 

The Marechal Biron, who, at the head vf the co-ps de referve, 
had greatly contributed towards this victory, Paid 10 Ke^rylV. “Sire, 
“ you have performed what Biron (liculd, and Biron has done that 
ft which the King ought to have done.” 

ing 
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ing to what I faid to him. I changed my tone hn- 
mediately, and words run high on the one part and 
on the other. In the condition wherein I was, I 
could do no more. But as he fpoke with tranfport, 
and made life of threats, the noife drew fifteen or 
twenty of my armed troopers into the chamber, at 
the fight of whom D’Andelot retraining his rage, 
went out, commanding higogne to follow him, 
which he refufed, endeavouring, but in vain, to 
make him comprehend the injustice of his preten¬ 
sions. 

The next morning I caufed myfelf to be carried 
by water to Pafiy, with an intention to go from 
that to Pvofny, to get myfelf cured. On my arri¬ 
val at Pafiy, I learned that part of the foldiers in 
my train, and my valets, with all my baggage, had 
retired thither, not knowing what was become of 
me, and intimidated by a falfe report which was 
Spread, that the King had loft the battle. Being ap- 
prehenfive of the reproaches I might make them, 
they kept themfelves concealed. 1 caufed them to 
be fought for, but they were fo much alhamed of 
having discovered their cowardice, that the night 
following they fled away on foot; nor have I Since 
been ever able to learn what became of them. They 
left all my baggage behind them, with four of their 
own horfes, which I ordered to be fold by auction, 
and I distributed the money among their wounded 
companions. 

As I was not in a condition to endure a horfe, I 
ordered a kind of litter, compofed of the branches 
of trees, with the bark ftill on, and the hoops of 
fome vefiels, to be made for me in hafte, and tra¬ 
velled by Beurons, to avoid the afcents and declivi¬ 
ties of Rougevoie and Chdtillon. 

Maignon, who was a youth full of gaiety and 
imagination, thought proper to give this march the 
air of a little triumph. Two of the grooms of my 
Stable were at the head of this train, each leading 

one 
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one of my fineft horfes ; they were followed by my 
pages, one of whom rode on my horfe, the fame 
who having received three wounds in the battle, and 
being thrown to the ground by a fourth, got up 
again without a laddie, and running about the field 
of battle, was fortunately known by three of my 
arquebu liers. This page carried my cuirafs, and 
the Duke of Maienne’s ftandard, the other bore my 
bracelets, and my helmet, all fo bruified and bat¬ 
tered, that they were no longer of any ufe. My 
equerry, the contriver of this pleafant fancy march¬ 
ed next, his head bound up, and his arm in a fcarf; 
he was followed by Moreines, my valet de chambre, 
drefied in my coat of orange-colour’d velvet, with 
thin plates of filver, and mounted upon my Englifh 
nag, holding in his hand, as a trophy a bundle of 
the fhivsrs of my piftols, the broken pieces of my 
fwords, and the fragments of my plume of feathers. 
The litter in which I lay came next, covered only 
with a cloth, upon which they had hung the black 
velvet coats of my prifbners, with their plumes, 
and pieces of their piftols and fwords at the four 
corners. Thefe prifoners themfelves followed my 
litter, and preceded the reft of my domeftics ; af¬ 
ter whom, ranged in order, came my own com¬ 
pany of houfehold troops, and the march was do¬ 
led with James’s and Baddit’s two companies of ar- 
quebufiers. They were fo maftacred, that you 
could .fee nothing among them, but heads bound 
up, and arms in fcarfs ; and fome of thefe brave 
foldiers were even obliged to make themfelves be 
carried. 

When v r e came near Bcurons, we perceived all 
the plain covered with horfes and dogs ; and the 
King himfelf, who, after a flight repaft, had re¬ 
turned from Rofny to Mante, hunting in my war¬ 
ren. This fliew feemed to rejoice him; he thought 
it very happily difpofed, and lmiled at the vanity of 
Maignan, who had the honour of being known to 

this 
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this prince, ever fince his father, who was a very 
brave man, had diftinguifhed himfelf at the taking 
of ha life. The King approached my litter, and, in 
the light of his whole train, difdained not to de- 
fcend to all the teftimonies of fallibility that a 
friend (if I may be permitted to make ufe of this 
term) could render to his friend I could not ex- 
prefs my acknowledgement by throwing myfelf at 
his feet, but I allured him, and with tiuth, that I 
would fufter with pleafure a thoufand times more 
for his fervice. He had made himfelf acquainted 
with all the hazards I had run in the battle He 
inquired, with an obliging anxiety, whether all my 
wounds were of fuch a nature, that I might hope 
to be cured without mutilating any part of my bo¬ 
dy, which he thought almoft impoflible, knowing 
that I had been thrown down fenfelefs, and tram¬ 
pled under the horfes feet. When he was convin¬ 
ced that I had nothing to fear, he call: himfelf on 
my neck, and turning to the princes and the gran¬ 
dees who followed him, he faid aloud, that he ho¬ 
noured me with the title of a true and honeft che¬ 
valier, a title which, he faid, he regarded as lupe- 
rior to that of a chevalier companion of his orders. 
He was afraid of expoling me to fpeak too much, 
and finilhed this agreeable converfation with his or¬ 
dinary proteftations, that I Ihould {hare in all the* 
good things that Heaven might fend him ; and, 
without giving me anv time to anfwer, left me with 
faying, “ Adieu, my friend ; take care of yourfelfj 
r< and be allured you have a good matter.” There 
are princes who are capable of gratitude; but how 
rarely is this fend men t augmented, or even prefer- 
ved, in good fortune ! 
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HE fame day that the King gained the battle 



J of Ivry, his party alfo obtained a vidlory at 
Auvergne, where Randan commanded the troops 
of the league. But fortune, it would feem, when 
fhe gave this Prince fuccefies fufticient to put him 
in pofTeflion of many crowns, took pleafure, at the 
fame time, in producing circumftances which hin¬ 
dered the effect, and left him of his victories only 
the glory of having vanquifhed. After the battle 
of Ivry, terror and confirmation feized the whole 
party of the league, fo that it Teemed hardly pof- 
lible for the King, who was at this time attentive 
to avail himfelf of all his advantages, to have failed 
of drawing very great ones. Nor did he expert to 
fee them ravifhed from him by a general mutiny 
of his army, particularly of the Swifs, who refu- 
fed to advance a hep further, till they were paid 
the fums which the King owed them. 

This Prince had then neither money nor means 
in readinefs to recover any. He came to Mante, 
to demand fome of the fuperintendant of the fi¬ 
nances. This man, who fecretly bore a mortal 
hatred to the King, and beheld his fuccefs with 
grief, took pleafure in augmenting his imbarrafiT- 
ment, and had but one anfwer to make to all his 
inftances. In this time of confufion, when the- 
royal treafure became a prey to the firft invader, 
the finances were very difficult to manage, and the 
King’s revenues fcarcelv fufficient to fatisfy the avi-* 
dity of the receivers, which ordinarily increafed 
with public mifery. Henry wanted that abfolute 
authority, which alone was able to check them. 
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and ffill more the means of convicting them of any 
mifdemeanour ; for he had not the flightefl know¬ 
ledge of the affairs of the finances. Notwithftand- 
ing this, he entered, contrary to his inclination, 
into a detail which became neceflary for him and 
oblidged d’O to remit certain fun s, which it was 
not difficult to fee had paffied through his hands* 
Thefe fums he made ule of to pacify his foldiers ; 
but this affair took up at leaft five days, during 
which the King could not leave Mante, or, by con- 
fequence, derive any advantage from his vi&ory. 
I remember to have heard this Prince declare, that 
at this moment, for the firft time in his life, he 
faw himfelf in a fituation to convert his defires into 
deligns : “ for I have often had defires,” faid he, 
iC but never found the feafon to form defigns.” 
He took this laft term in the fignification that all 
wife men give it, for a projeCt, the fuccefs of 
which is warranted by reflexion and prudence. In 
this fenfe indeed a man may incline to take what 
feems right in his own opinion, without prejudice 
to any other perfon ; but fools only rafhly engage 
in defigns, without any appearance of iucceeding 
in them. 

During the King’s flay at Mante, D’Andelot 
went to him to complain of me; and this prince 
gave himfelf the trouble to come to Rofny, that 
he might hear us both. D’Andelot was there ge¬ 
nerally blamed, and the raillery his ridiculous pre¬ 
tention drew upon him from the principal officers, 
made fuch an impreffion on his mind, that he went 
over to the party of the league. I did not think 
the fame juftice was done me with regard to the 
government of iVlante, the taking of which was al- 
piofi: the only fruit of the battle of Ivry. The 
King, of whom I requ fled this poff, gratified the 
Catholics at which I could not help making loud 

* This government was given to M.deRefny’s young eft brother. 

Vul. f. C c complaints. 
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complaints. I confe'fs, to my confufion, that if I 
had ierioufly reflected upon the fituation the King 
was then in, every moment upon the point of be¬ 
ing abandoned by the foreigners for want of pay¬ 
ment, and tliofe catholics that were in his fervice, 
ready to feize the flighted occaiion of difcontent for 
a pretence to quit him, I fhould not have murmur¬ 
ed that he granted to a Catholic, who had but little 
affection to his perfon, what he refufed to a faith¬ 
ful fervant. There was more greatnefs of mind in 
being fatisfied with the friendlhip of this prince,, 
without its effects, than in receiving favours, which 
he was obliged to adjuft to policy, and to the ne- 
ceffity of the times. 

All obstacles being removed, the King advanced 
with his troops, took Dreux, and marched to¬ 
wards Sens, which he expected to have furrendered 
through the correfpondence he held within the city ; 
but this failed, and Henry, unwilling to have come 
fo far in vain, and being belidcs informed that the 
place was unprovided Avnh ammunition, he under¬ 
took the fiege of.it. It was not long before he 
found himielf, through the malice of his fecret e- 
nemies, in a general want of all things neceffary to 
finifh this enterprife, and was therefore obliged to 
abandon it To efface the ihame, he gave out, 
that he raifed this fiege, only in order to go and 
invett Paris itfelf, and he took his rout thither by 
Corbeil, Meulan, Lagny, and St. Denis, which 
he made himfelf matter of in his way. 

I was not at any of thefe fieges ; and my wounds 
were not yet even half cured, when I learned that 
the King was before Paris. I could not refift the 
defire I had to be prefent at this expedition ; I let 
out, with my arm in a fcarf, and fupported by two 
crutches The King, forgetting all my complaints, 
received me with his ufual goodnei's, and com¬ 
manded me to ftay near his perfon. He commu¬ 
nicated 
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nicated to me the defign he had formed upon Pa¬ 
ris, all the 1'uburbs of which he was refolved to 
make himfelf matter of at the fame time, in order 
to deprive the city of the fubfiftence it drew from 
them, fuch as fruit, vegetables, &c. He divided 
his army into ten little bodies, to equal the number 
of the fuburbs he defigned to ltorm ; and having 
made choice of the night for the execution of his 
fcheme, he withdrew to the mountain of Mont- 
marte, to be able to fend fupplies wherever there 
was occaiion for them. He placed himfelf in an 
abbey, where he was not only followed by die 
wounded, who could not partake in the glory of 
this night, but by all the aged, and the gentlemen 
of the robe and the pen. He gave me a place a t 
the window from which he beheld the aflioi? ; dur¬ 
ing which he converfed with Du-Pleffis, Rufe, de 
Frefne, Alibour, and me. 

The attack began at midnight, with a terrible 
noife of artillery, which was anfwered by the city. 
There was not one perfon, who did not think that 
this immenfe city would be deftroyed, either by 
the fire, or by the infinity of mines kindled in its 
intrails. Never was there a fpe&acle more capable 
of infpiring horror Thick clouds of finoke, 
through which darted by intervals fparksof fire, or 
long trains of flames, covered all that place of the 
world, which by the viciffitudes of light and dark- 
nefs, appeared plunged in black darknefs, or buried 
in an ocean of fire. The thunder of the artillery, 
the noife of arms, and the cries of the combatants, 
added to this obje&all that can be imagined fright¬ 
ful, which was moreover redoubled by the natural 
horror of night. This feene continued two whole 
hours, and ended with the redu&ion of all the fub¬ 
urbs, not excepting that of St Antoine ; altho’, 
by its great extent, we had been obliged to begin 
the attack at a confiderablediftance. They blocked 
up the city gates, fo that nothing could now enter 
C c 2 without 
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without the permiffionof thofe who guarded them ; 
and the people immediately Taw themfelves reduced 
to an excefs of mifery and famine, which I cannot 
yet think of without horror. 

I muff be permitted to pafs rapidly over this 
place; 1 find no pleafure in enlarging upon fo dread¬ 
ful a fubjedt The King, naturally compaffionate, 
was touched. He could not bear the thought of 
feeing this city, the empire of which was deftined 
for him by Providence, become one vaft burial- 
place. He underhand permitted every thing that 
could contribute to its relief, and fhut his eyes to 
the fupplies of proviiions which the officers and fol- 
diers fuffiered to enter the city, either out of com¬ 
panion to their relations and friends who were in 
it, or with a delign to make the citizens purchafe 
them at a high price. Doubtlefs he imagined this 
conduct would gain him, in the end, the hearts of 
the Parifians : but he was deceived ; they enjoyed 
his benefits, without ceafing to look upon him as 
the author of the public mifery ; and, elated with 
the Prince of Parma’s arrival, they infulted him, 
who only raifed the liege becaufe he difcovered 
himfelf too fenfible to the misfortunes of the be- 
lieged *. 

To 


* Perefixe, Cayet, and many others, are alfo of opinion, that the 
King was wirh-hel * from ’aking Paris by (form, and from yielding 
to the repeated intreaties of his foldiers, particularly the Huguenots, 
by his having perceived, that on this occation they were refoivea to 
revenge the mafTacre of St. Bartholomew’, by putting all within Paris 
to the fword. The Duke of Nemours, fays Perefixe, fent all ufelefs 
mouths out of Paris : the King’s council oppofed his granting them 
paflage $ but the King, being informed of the dreadful fcarcity to 
which thefe miferable wretches were reduced, ordered that they fbould 
be allowed to pafs. “ I am not urpiifed, (faid he,) that the Spani- 
<( ards, and the chiefs of the league, have no companion upon thefe 
“ poor people $ they are only tyrants: as for me, 1 am their father 
el and their king, and cannot hear the recital of their calamities, 
<f without being pierced to my irmoft foul, and ardently defiring to 
tf bring them relief.” * Perefixe, part 2. The Cardinal de Gondv, 

Eifhop 
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To juftify an a£Hon, in itfelf as much blamed 
by the matters in the art of war, as praifed for its 
principle thoroughly humane, the King fpread a 
report, that he had raifed the fiege of Paris, only 
to meet the Prince of Parma, and, by a decilive 
action, to terminate a war already too long. He 
made ufe of all the precautions neceflary to fecure 
a fafe retreat from a city fo populous as Paris, and 
commanded every one to hold themfelves in readi- 
nefs for a general ttgnal; to the end that all the 
fuburbs being evacuated in a moment, no perfon 
might remain at the mercy of the populace. This 
retreat required great wifdom and conduct, and 
was happily ette&ed on the ift or 2d of September 
in the fame year: after which the whole army ar¬ 
rived at the common rendezvous, without meeting 
with any inconvenience. 


Bifliop of Paris, having been fent, during this fiege, to make Henry 
propofitions for peace. te I will not diflemble, (faid he,) butdifcover 
<( my fentiments to you freely. I am willing to grant you peace, I 

<c defire it myfelf; I would give one finger to have a battle, and 

te two to have a general peace. I love my city of Paris, I am jea- 
€e Ions of her, I am defirous of doing her. fervice, and would grant 
te her more favours than file demands of me; but I would grant 

lt them voluntarily', and not be compelled to it by the King of 

Spain or the Duke of Maienne.” It may be added, that H^nry IV. 
expefted the Parifians would capitulate before the Prince of Parma’s 
arrival. The extremity to which this city was reduced, raifed at 
once companion and horror. In the fpace of a month, 30,000 per¬ 
sons died of hunger; mothers fed upon the fldh of their children ; 
by the Spanilh ambaffador’s advice, they dug up the dead bodies, an 4 
made ufe of their bones pounded, to compofe a kind of pafte. This 
ideteftable food cofl the greatest part of thofe that eat of it their 
lives. See a relation of this in the hiftorians, particularly in Ville- 
roy’s Memoirs of ftate, p. 35S. &c. Read alfo the fine verfes of 
the Henriade upon this fubiect, canto to. The Parifians owed their 
fafety chiefly to lhe Duke of Nemours, whofe gallant defence has 
been highly praifed by our writers. The people feconded him with 
an obftinate eagernefs, which had more of fury than true courage in 
it. A regiment ot priefls and monks were feen there, Capuchins, 
Fenillans, Carthufians, Sc c. grotcfquely armed above their frocks 
This awkward regiment being eager to faJute the legate, killed his 
fecretary at his fide. The monks of St Genevieve, the Celeftins, 
and fome others, would have no pait in the military mafquerade; 
Cayet’s Chron, Noven. ib. 360, 

The 
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The King * knowing that the Prince of Parmi 
was in the neighbourhood of Meaux, ported him- 
felf between this city and Paris, and made his light 
liorfe advance as fara^Claye ; where the two camps 
being fo contiguous one to the other, that an infi¬ 
nity of fmart encounters enfued. The King, upon 
the Marechal Biron’s reprefentations, preferred to 
this port that of Chelles, and went thither contrary 
to his own opinion ; becaufe he looked upon this 
port to be more advantageous, and at the fame time 
fitter to fliut up the road to Paris from the enemy’s 
general ; for he had ft ill fome views upon the city, 
and carried on a correfpondence within it, which, 
if the Prince of Parma had entered, would have 
failed him, as it did without this. The King there¬ 
fore occupied a rirtng ground, which on one ftde 
prefented nothing to view but a deep valley and a 
morafs, that took away all poftibility of a£ling in 
that place. The Prince of Parma no fooner per¬ 
ceived this, than he incamped on a hill opportte to 
this. It was neither his deftgn nor his intereft to 
hazard a battle, but to be a check upon us; his 
camp anfwered this purpofe moft exatftly, as he 
was there fheltered from all infult, and out of the 
reach of the cannon, The King became fenhble of 
the error, which too much complaifance had drawn 
him into; when, after remaining two or three days 
in this pofition, he faw Lagny taken before his eyes, 
without being able to hinder it f. 

This 

* De Thou fays, that Henry IV. was obliged to pretend, that he 
only raifed the liege of Paris in order to go and meet the Prince of 
Parma, and to give him battle; for fear that hisfoidiers, whom no¬ 
thing but the hr.pcs of the pillage of Paris I. ad prevailed upon to ftay 
with him, fliould have abandoned him. 

■f The Duke of Sul y js mere eandsd than the greateft part of the 
hiftorian*, who will n t nonfefs that Henry IV. committed any fault 
upon this occalion. They cannot agree among t emftlves,either a- 
bcut the railing of the fiege of Palis, cr .»!! thrfe difhneni incamp- 
Hunts. Villerov? in hi Memoirs, men*«or.s this circumrtarce in the 
lame manner as 3uliy does : and attributes to that one fault, of pre¬ 
ferring 
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This event, joined to his raifing the liege of Pa¬ 
ris, gave him fenfible uneafinefs, becaufe he per¬ 
ceived that it might be concluded from thence, that 
the enemy was fuperior to him in capacity, which 
the prince confideied as a matter of extreme impor¬ 
tance in war. What troubled him hill more, 
was, that none were more ready to believe, or 
even to fpread, thefe difadvantageous reports, than 
the Catholics of his own army. He could but little 
rely upon the arms of thofe whofe hearts he did not 
poirefs. The King, moreover, knew that the d;f- 
obedience of his foldiers, and the want of money* 
which he fuffered, were effe&uated by the fame per- 
fons; and he concluded, that this difpolition with 
regard to him was an incurable malady, which his 
gK od or his bad fortune equally rankled. Such, in 
effect, is the antipathy of which religion is the 
principle; and, iri the fequel, the King often and 
feverely experienced it. 

He took a prudent part, and the only one that 
was left him. He no longer perfifted in his deiign 
of taking Paris, which fo many circumftances con¬ 
curred to fruftrate. He quitted his camp at Chelles, 
where he run great hazards with an army fo little 
connected in imereft with its chief, and even fud- 
denly abandoning all thofe quarters, retreated to the 
river of Oife, and fettled at Creil; where, without 
ceafing to harrafs the Prince of Parma, he fuffered 
him llowly to confume of himfelf During all this 
time, he made no other motions than what ferved 
to keep his army from being enervated by idlenefs. 

ferring the poft of Chelles to Clave, all the honour the prince of Par-' 
ma gained, by obliging the King to raife the fiege of Pans, w.thout 
coming to a battle j the tak ng of Lagoy, See. vol. 1 p. 190. vol. £. 
p. 466. See likewife upon all thefe <xpedition;« Maithieu, ibid, p; 
53. See. and the other hillorians. The Prince of Parma was defxrous 
ot feeing Paris, and entered it incog iito, tf I am informed,” fai 1 he, 
to the Duke of Maienne, <c that the King of Navarre m k6s niure 
•* ufe of boots than {hoes, and that one can ruin him fooner by de- 
“ lay than by force.'’ Cayet’s Chron. Novcn. ibid. p. 390. 
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He engaged it in the liege of Clermont, and employ- 
ed it in frequent detachments. My company he 
pofted in the neighbourhood of Mante, to keep 
the country of Chartraine, and part of the ifle of 
France, in order. I obtained leave to continue 
near his perfon, though I was not in a condition 
to do him any great fervices ; the wound in my 
hip not permitting me to fit my horfe, but with 
great uneafmefs and aukwardnefs ; and that in my 
elbow took away the ufe of one of my hands. 

It happened as the King had forefeen. The 
Prince of Parma forthwith boafted of his advantage 
in being mafter of the field ; and to make ufe of it, 
he laid fiege to Corbeih The King had provided 
this place, as well as all the other royalift towns, 
with whatever was necelfary to fupport a long fiege. 
The enemy’s general did not expert this, and was 
greatly aftonifhed at the firm reliftance of Rigaut, 
governor of Corbeil, whom he a long time defpaired 
of fubduing. He thought his honour was engaged, 
and in the end he fucceeded. It was with this only 
exploit, however, that the campaign was conclud¬ 
ed. He had bought it too dear to attempt a fecond 
at the fame price ; and not being able to affeft any 
thing upon the King’s army, more than upon his 
towns, he thought it wifeft to return to the Low 
Countries; to the extreme regret of the league, 
whom his prefence had greatly relieved. 

He judged, like an able general, that the King,- 
who had (fo to fpeak) clofed his eyes upon all his 
advances, would open them upon his retreat ; and 
that this would not be effected with the fame eafe 
as the reft. He was not miftaken ; but he conduct- 
ed with fo much prudence, that one may fay he pre¬ 
vented the lafi: misfortune which probably had hap¬ 
pened to any other, lie could not however do fo 
well, but that the King, by an infinite number of 
attacks and fkirmiflies, fometimes beat up liis quar¬ 
ters effectually, and brought him within a finger- 
2 breadth 
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•breadth of his ruin. The moft confiderablc of thefe 
little battles, was at the pafiage over the river of 
Aine. It was upon this occafion, that the Baron 
de Biron engaged himfelf fo far amidft the enemy’s 
battalions, that if the King had not run thither in 
perfon, with as many of us as were about him, and 
made a powerful effort to bring him off, he would 
•have certainly loft his life there, or at leaft his 
liberty. 

I was well enough to keep my rank with the reft 
during this whole march, which was an excellent 
fchool for a loldierto learn his trade in It no lefs 
juftified the conduct the K ing had till then obferved, 
than it did him honour by the manner in which he 
executed it. Laying afide only the terms of fhame 
and ignominy, which the courtiers, eager to pleafe 
,this prince, joined (in my opinion unjuftly enough) 
to the Prince of Parma’s retreat, it is true, that the 
manner in which the King knew to render an army 
ufelefs, that had promil'ed itfelf the conqueft of 
^all France, his hardinefs in attacking a powerful 
enemy, who retreated not through weaknefs, and 
Lis add refs in feizing all advantages, were a fubjctSt 
of admiration to perfons confummate in the art, 
and equally ftrutft the eyes of the ignorant *. r i he 
King’s condudt alfo upon this occafion gave his par- 
tizans new courage. Many towns furrendered, and 
Tome Catholics came over to his party; among o- 
thers, the Duke of Nevers, who brought his troops 
along with him, either becauie he began to be a- 
fraid of him, or becaufe he was difgufted with the 
'league. 

* Henry IV. (fays Matthieu, vol. 2. p. <9.), when he was in pur¬ 
suit of he Prince of Parma, dole av.ay from Attichy, and went, for 
the fi’ft time, to fee 'he beautiful Gabriella at Cceuvres. He con¬ 
tented himfelf with eating fome btcad and butter at the gate, that 
he might not raife any fuipicion in her father. Afterwards mounting 
.his horfe, he f.ml, he was going towards the enemy, and that the 
p a ir one fhould foon hear what he had done for the love of her. 
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It was not fuch allies as thefe that I wifhed the 
King. I found he dearly bought by his deferences 
the affiftance of a man, who might indeed have been 
of fome life to him ; but who, to fpeak my own 
opinion, only increafed the number of his fecret 
enemies in the council f It is thus I denominate 
all thofe interefted Catholics, who carried every 
thing there with a high hand, and thought they had 
a right to preferibe laws to Henry. 

During this prince’s flay in the neighbourhood of 
Mante, I took Gifors* by means of a correspond¬ 
ence which a gentleman in my company, named 
Fourges, carried on with his father, who was in 
the place. I did not imagine the government of 
this city would have now been refilled me ; but it 
happened in this inllance as it had done in all o- 
thers. MefT. de Neveis, d’O, and other Catholics, 
put in practice all thofe low artifices, which pro¬ 
cured them all the favours that ought only to have 
been the recompenfe of fervices, and prevailed up¬ 
on the King to give this poll to one of their reli¬ 
gion. 

I was too fincere to hide my thoughts of fuch 
injuftice ; I chofe to explain my felt- to the King, at 
the very time when all thefe gentlemen might hear 
what 1 laid, and concealed nothing that lay upon 
my heart. 1 he King, a much abler politician than 
I, did not feem to be touched with my inveftives 
againll the Catholic party, although he fccretiy a- 
greed that I did not injure it. He only anfwered 
me coldly, “ I perceive you are heated at prelent ; 
u we fhal! fpeak another time/’ iC We mu ft allow 

Bv all the letters that paffed between the Duke rf Nevers and 
Henry III. which am at the end otvol. \. of the Mtfnoirs that bear 
hi? n; me, it appears tha* the D .kc of Nevers ferved ihis piir.ee ef¬ 
fectually aga’iifi the league, butvvi'luut ar.y kindreis to the King of 
Navane. When he jo ned thi pr nee, their icciprocal etters fhew, 
that the ferviccr he d:d Henry IV. were confiderabh indeed, but that 
he exacted a very high price for them, and tha it was with difficulty 
Henry bore with his caprice, hisjeaioufy, and his bad temper. 

“ him 
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“ him to talk/’ added he, after I retired : “ he is 
“ of an hafty humour, and has even fomc kind of 
‘* reafon : however, he will never be guilty ot any 
“ thing bale or wicked; for he is a good man, and 
“ loves honour ” In the fir It moment of my dif- 
content I left my company to the care of my lieu¬ 
tenant, and went to take a tour in the valley of 
Aillant, and to Combrailles, upon my wife’s eftate, 
taking only along with me fix gentlemen, and my 
domeitics I did not expert to be employed in any 
military functions in this journey While I was 
at Bontin, the Count of Tonnerre engaged me, to 
fecond an enterprife that he made .upon Joign^. His 
dd’ign was to i rce with a petard a poftern gate, 
which for a long time before had not been opened, 
and through that to enter the town. Tonnerrc for 
1 hi exploit, had only 200 arquebufiers, which he 
had got together in hafte. They followed him a- 
bout three hundred paces into the city; but here 
their leader being thrown down, by a fliot from an 
arquebufe, fear began to feiz'e them, and they ha- 
ftily retreated towards the poftern, carrying the 
wounded Count along with them Their danger, 
or only their fear, redoubling, they had the bafe- 
nefs to leave him upon the pavement, about thirty 
paces'frcm the poftern ; where he would have been 
cut to pieces by the citizens, if I had not flown to 
his afiiftan.ee, with only twenty men : for notwith- 
ftandingall my endeavours. I could not prevail upon 
thole cowardly foldiers to face about However, 
I difengaged Tonnerre, who took the road to Gien, 
of which he was governor ; after which I muttered 
up his brave tr< op, and refumed try way to Bont n. 

The remembrance of the King’s former goodnefs 
to me, and an in\incible inclination, drew me to¬ 
wards him. I found him occupied in ihe fiepe of 
Chartres *; the taking of which was principally 

owing 

* The ,roa£ fbate of this c : ry made him a very long haring . j 
D d 2 ard 
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owing to the valour and addrefs of Chatillonf. I 
was prevented from being prefent at this liege, by 
an advenrure which I muft reckon among the moll 
perilous I was ever engaged in, in my whole life ; 
nor have the intentions of the authors of it, or e- 
ven their names, ever come to my knowledge. 

Pieturning from an aflault which Chatillon made 
upon the body of the place, by means of a bridge 
of a new and a very ingenious ftructure, the King, 
who obferved that my former ardour for hisfervice 
was not diminilhed, called me, and commanded me, 
to bring my company before Chartres. I was obli¬ 
ged to go rmfelf, and fetch it, at the fame time to 
take the funds neceffary for its maintenance. A- 
bout three leagues from Mante, near the town of 
Touvery, 1 faw a brigade of twenty horfe in the 
held, which 1 ordered Tilly to reconnitre, Upon 
his information that they bore white fcarfs, I ad¬ 
vanced without fear or precaution : as for them, 
continuing their route, as if they had not even re¬ 
marked us, they entered into the wood: from 
which, according to the courfe of the road I had 
taken, I could not expert to fee them come out. 
I rode on with Tilly, La-Poterie, and La-Rue, be¬ 
fore the relt of my troop, which confided only of 
fix other gentlemen, and four fervants, who fol¬ 
lowed at fome diftance feparately. Thefe troopers 
or robbers. I know not what name to give them, 
know the foreft perfedlly, and had taken their mea- 

and telling him, that he ack«v wledged the city was fubjedl to the 
Kirg by civine and hum n right ; the King, < m of patience at his 
prolixity, interrupted h m, pufning forward his horfe to enter, a d 
laid, “ Ay, 2nd add alfo by the cannon jaw." F. Chalcn’s hiftory' 
of France, vol. 3. p. 277, This fkge was long and bloody. See 
Mathicu, vol. 2. p.63.3 Cayet, vol. 2. p. 4x5. ; and other hifto- 
rians. 

f Francis de Coligny, fon to the Admiral, and Admiral of Guy- 
enne. He died this year, 1591, in his cafUe or Lcuve. thirty y ars 
old, leaving three fons. I he Calvinift party had a great lof.« in him ; 
for it is believed, that if he had lived, he w uld even have excelled 
his father. De Thou; book 102. Tiwee fons cf D’Andelot, the 
Admiral’s brother, dud at one time, in the year 1586. Book 85. 

fures 
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fures fo well, that they met us at the pafiage out of 
the foreft, juft where our road crofted theirs. The 
two ftrft took off their hats, when to the vivc? 
we anfwered, Vive le Roi ; but at the fame time,, 
tak : ng advantage of our confidence, they fired al- 
moft clofe to our breafts I faw three of the fore- 
moft take aim particularly at me. Naturally not 
one of us ought to have cfcaped; but doubtlefs 
precipitation, fear, or a bad confcience, cauled the 
hands of ihefe villains to tremble, fo that of three 
{hots aimed at me, one only reached me, whiclx 
entering my lip, came out at the nape of my neck : 
it appeared to me, that La-Poterie and Tilly recei¬ 
ved the two others in their cloaths. La-Rue was 
the only perfon who was brought down. 

The reft of my troop running up at the noife, 
furrounded me, crying, Five Rofny We all to¬ 
gether charged our acgreftors, who retired, firing, 
to a village covered with hedges, where we loft the n. 
They continued only to fire upon us from within 
the houfes, which covered my face with finall Ihot* ** 
By this circumftance I concluded, that our adver- 
faries were in a country that they knew, and that all 
this village was full of foldiers, who only fought* 
perhaps, to draw us nearer. After leveral times 
calling to thofe traitors, to turn and accept a de¬ 
fiance, feeing them averfe, I thought it was the 
wifeft way to leave them, and take fome care of 
my wounds ; efpecially that in my neck, which 
was the moft confiderable, and by which I loft a 
good deal of blood. I got toTouveiy, where, in 
the houfe of M.d’Auteuil I put thefirft dreftmg 

upon 


* It is to this year, and while Henry IV. (laid at St. Quentin, that 
we rriufl- bring back this prince’s* letter to M de Rofny, whhh is 
without da‘e, and may te leen amoneft the MSS. cf the King's li~ 
hi r\, t >e con ents of w.hch perfectly agree with the text of oue 
Memoirs, and is as follows t( Al! the neus I have from Man'e are* 

** th t%ou have been latiiu d,and are much emaciated: if you have 
“ any c.efne lo icfrelh \ourRlf and t,ro\v fat, it is my opinion, that 

“ you 


214 me M O I R S Look IV. 

upon them, and from thence retired to Mante, 
where I was lix whole weeks under the furgeons 
hands. During this fpace, the King’s army not 
only feized Chartres, but Corbie likewife. Parabere 
Conduced this fiege, in the abfence of the King, 
who was kept at St. Quentin, by his new paffion 
for Mademoifelle dT'ftrces *. 

The fiege of Noyon followed that of Corbie. 
There is none which I could have more wifhed to 
have given a circumftantial detail of than this, if J 
had been a wirnefs of it. A thoufand fine actions 
were performed by the befieged. The Duke of 
Maienne, who faw that this place was of great im¬ 
portance to the league, gave orders to the Duke 
d’Aumale, lieutenant-general, who was then at 
Ham with fome of the forces of the party, to fpare 
nothing to fupport this place, till he approached him- 
felf. 'The Duke d’Aumale endeavoured twice to 
throw fuccours into it; but La Chantelerie and 
Tremblecourt, who condu&ed them, were cut in 
pieces one after another. The Vifcount de Ta- 


tc you ought to come 1 ith^r. Mean time your brother will fend us 
“ rew* from thence of « ur fi ge at Chartres,” &c. ^ 

From feveral places *n th f. Memoirs, where the *hare Henry IV. 
gave to M d ■ Rofny n al! his refutations is mentioned, paiticularly 
that relating to his conversion, which we {ha’l come to prefentlv, we 
rr.av infer, that ^his prince had always ao entire c ntaience in him. 

5 have tranfciihed the foregoing letter, to {hew, bv anotner teflimonv a 
that this opinion is not iP f«,u ded, a-a that the Duke of Sully has 
mt. th*-'.’ vanity, impofed upon his readers. The hidor an.s have not 
fceaun to mention t is min fter till he tv-gan himfelf to appear in a 
public cluiacter. , It m re than pr< b bie, that, a long time be¬ 
fore t a;, 1 e had been thefoui of all the act ons and councils ef Hen¬ 
ry the G*eat. It is *afv o \-ace thi- time back to his mod early 
youth ; th u.h indeed all the actions of the Duke >f Sully compote a 
life, wherein one fees no youth. This advantage mull be all .wed to 
minds born grave and fe/iotts, overthofe more lively and full of fire. 

* She is often mentioned in the courfe of this w ork. Her name 
was Gabrielle : {he was daughter of John Antony d’Eftrees, and Fran¬ 
ces Baboude la Bourdaifiere. She bore fuccefiively the names ot (i the 
“ fair Gabrielle, Ma 'ame de Liancourt, the Marchionefs of Mon- 
“ ceaux, and Duchefs of Beaufort,” 


vannes, 
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vannes, major-general, thinking he might be more 
fuccefsful, prefented himfelf with 400 arqutbnfiers: 
they met with a party of fifty or fixty horie, belong¬ 
ing to us ; who, after the Qiii 1five r charged them 
boldly, and put them to llight : the principal 
officers, who would have refilled, were all wounded, 
and taken prifoners with Tavannes their chief : 
D’Aumale flattered himfelf, that he Ihould, in his 
turn, beat two quarters of light hori'e, which he 
had ordered Bellanglife to reconnoitre; but he found 
them mounted, and going to meet the King; and 
having attacked them, thefe light horfe, notwich- 
ifanding the great fuperiority of the enemy, defend¬ 
ed themfelves lb long, and lb well, that the Baron 
de Biron, Meff. dc ia Largerie and de la Buiffiere, 
had time to come to thei* affi fiance ; after which, 
thefe two troops joining, they defeated d’Aumale’s 
whole detachment, which conlifted of 500 horfe, 
and as manv arquebufiers on horfeback. Very few 
reached Ham without wounds, and a great number 
of prifoners were taken. 

The Duke of Maitnne arriving at Ham at the 
very moment that thefe {battered remains retreated 
thither, was a witnefs of his lols, and protefted pu¬ 
blicly, that he would wipe off this ihame, either by 
raffing the fiege of Noyon, or by a battle. He 
drew together all his forces, ordered the Baron de 
Rofne to bring him the Spanilh troops, under the 
command of the Prince of Afcoli in Champagne ; 
and finding himfelf at the head of 900 foot and 200 
horfe, he advanced towards Noyon. He forgot his 
oath, when he law thar he had to do with men who 
feemed not to have even perceived his arrival. The 
commander of Noyon had reprefented to him, by a 
gentleman whom the King permitted to pals thro’ 
his army, that he had engaged to furrender the 
place in fix days, if no fuccours were fent him. 
The Duke of Maienne, the Prince of Afcoli, and 
the Duke of Aumale, fuffered Noyon to be taken 

before 
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before their eyes. This commander certainly de- 
ferved to have been better feconded. His name was 
Rieux ; and from a private foldier, he had become 
governor of Pierrefond, by his bravery and his ge¬ 
nius Upon die report of Noyon’s being attacked, 
he had found means to throw himfelf into it, with 
fifty horfe, and as many arquebntiers, to reaffure 
this city, where all was in confternation and dif- 
may, and to hold it out till the laft extremity. 

The Duke of Mafenne feeing that his army was 
ufelefs, lent it into quarters, and marched flowly 
towards Paris. He had long carried on a corre¬ 
spondence in Mante, and he now thought it time 
to proceed to execirion. He fecretly drew out the 
garrifons of Paris. Dreux, and Pontoife, and fud- 
clenly prefen ted himfelf within n ufket {hot of this 
city, before day. My brother was governor, and 
I was then there myfelf; my wound not permitting 
me to keep the field. J was advcrtifed of the ene¬ 
my’s arrival, and ran upon the ramparts, with my 
head bound up, time enough to make fome dif* 
charges upon the affailants, which hindered them 
from continuing their delign. 

The Duke of Mafenne fticceeded no better be¬ 
fore Houdan, which he alarmed as he pafTed. My 
other brother, who was there with his regiment, 
and fome companies, gave him fuch a reception, 
that he retreated with fliame. 

What had happened at Mante, joined to the in¬ 
formation my brother had received, left us no room 
to doubt but that the enemy had fome correfpond-. 
ence in the city After confulting together upon 
what was necefTary to be done upon rhis occafion, 
I fixed upon the following expedient. I had kill 
in mv pay fix of thofe brave foldiers who ferved as 
a forlorn hope in the battle of Ivry, and to whom, 
belides their pay, I gave eight livres a-month. They 
were then in my brother’s garrifon, to whom I 
could not refufe them ; and their fidelity I was ab- 
2 folutely 
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folutely afliircd of. In concert with us two, they 
feigned to be difcontented with the governor of 
Mante ; and prelenting themfelves to the garrifon 
of Pontcife, were received with open arms. They 
were no fooner there, than they propofed to d’A- 
lincourt to make him mailer of Mante, by the con¬ 
nexion which they faid they hill prefer ved in that 
place. To convince the governor of this, they de¬ 
manded four foldiers, whom, by my connivance, 
they conveyed into Mante, and direXed them to 
get acquainted with fome citizens, who were well 
difpoied to engage in all forts of faXions. In a 
little time every thing was agreed upon, and the 
day fixed for delivering up Mante to the league. 
Thefe four foldiers found every where a facility in 
the profecution of their defign, which made him 
believe the fuccefs of it infallible, and he would 
have all the honour of it to himfelf. My foldiers 
informed me exaXly of all s hat was contriving in 
Pontoife, and of the joy which fo well concerted an 
enterprife occalioned there. The general council 
of the league, headed by the Cardinal of Bourbon *, 
relided in that city. 

Meantime I took my meafures very deep, that 
no affeXation might appear in my conduX. I cau- 
fed trains of gumpowder to be laid upon the ram¬ 
parts which they intended to fcale, without any 
one’s perceiving it; and fhut up all the houfes that 

* This is nor the oldCardiral, Charles of Bourbon, fon of Charles 
ofB'iirbon, Duke of Vendome, and brother to Antony King of 
Navarre, whom the league had proclaimed King. He died of the 
ftone the year before at Fontenai, in Poitou, whether Henry IV. had 
caufed him to be removed from Cntnon, aged (n years, a Prince, 
who had reafon to complain, *hat they oblged him to afeend a throne 
which had no allurements for him. He coul.J not conceal h-s joy 
for the victory that Henry IV, gained at Couttas; and only accepted 
the crown, fays Cayet, to preferve it for that Prince whom he loved, 
Chron. Noven. vol. i. b. 2 p. 357. It is the Cardinal h»s nephew. 
He was fon of Lewis I. Prince of Conde. *ho was flam at Jarnac, and 
brother to the Prince of Cnnde, who died at St. John d’Angely, to 
the Prince of Conti, and the Count of Soiflons. 

Vol. I. E c 
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flood near that fide ; 'after which I introduced into 
the place, by {mall divifrons, at different times, the 
bed foldiers in the garrifons of Nogent, Vernon, 
and Meulan. This done, I thought myfelf obliged 
to fend and inform the King, who was at Com- 
piegne, of all that piifed ; and it was this that 
ruined our project 1 his prince could not refill 
the defre he had to receive the Duke of iVia’iennc 
himfeif in Pdante, and imagined he had taken fuffi- 
cient precaution not to hurt our fcheme, by not 
entering Mante till the night that it was to be exe¬ 
cuted, and by carrying in with him only fifty horfe, 
and the fame number of vale'ts. As for me, when 
I faw him arrive, I was fo well perfuaded that all 
our meafures were broke, that I could not help re¬ 
proaching him with fome warmth, for coming thus 
to dellroy our work, and expofing, perhaps, the 
lives of the four foldiers who conduced it, by 
means of the evidences that might be brought a- 
gainft them. The King allured me, that nothing 
of what I feared would happen, and went to fup 
at the governor’s ; and there, being fatigued with 
his long journey, threw himfeif upon a bed in hi* 
tloaths and jack-boots. 

The night patted, and the day came, without 
any appearance of the enemy. I watched for them 
all night upon the ramparts, with one of my bro¬ 
thers ; the other llaid with the King. Juft as I had 
gone to repofe, Bellengreville, whom I had ordered 
to obTerve the enemy’s motion without, came to 
me, and informed me, that the Duke of Mai'enne 
having received advice that fome troops, led by the 
King in perfon, had entered Mante in the night, 
fuppofed his defign was difeovered, and had retreat¬ 
ed, after having advanced as far as Bourgenville. 
I carried him to the King, to whom he made the 
fame report; and, as a proof of the truth of what 
he {aid, produced two carts loaded with rope-lad¬ 
ders, and fuch other inftruments, which the leaguers, 

imagining 
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imagining they already faw the King at their heels, 
had left in the field, to retreat more expeditiouflv. 
The thing became public and irretrievable; for the 
foldiers who efcaped on both lides could not be 
filent. 

The King fucceeded better with regard to Lou* 
viers. '1 his city kept a prielt in its pay, who, from 
the top of the liigheft belfrey, which lie never left, 
played the part of a fpy with a good deal of exa£i> 
riels. As foon as he law any one appear in the 
held, though it were only a fingle perfon, he rung a 
certain bell, and at the fame fide hung out a great 
flag. We did not defpair of fhaking his fidelity ; 
and 200 crowns of the fun, with a promife of a 
benefice of 3000 livres of revenue, corrupted him. 
It remained only to gain fome of the garrifon; the 
Sieur Du-Rollet took this upon himfelf, and fuc¬ 
ceeded equally well. He addrefled himfelf to a cor¬ 
poral and two foldiers, who ealily accuflomed the 
reft of the garrifon to truft the guard of one of the 
gates to them alone. Every thing being thus con¬ 
cluded, the King prefented himfelf before Eouviers, 
at eleven o'clock in the night *. No one rung the 
bell, nor was there the leaft modon in die garrifon. 
Du-Rollet entered, and made the gate be opened, 
through which the King pafied, without the fmalleft 
refiftance, into the centre of the city. Fontaine- 
Martel made fome ineffectual efforts to draw the 
garrifon together ; as for the citizens, the} 7, were 
wholly occupied in concealing their wives and their 
daughters. The city, whole principal riches con- 
fifted in its magazines of linen and leather, was en¬ 
tirely pillaged. I had a gentleman with me, called 
Beaugrard, a native of Louviers, who was of great 
ufe to 11s in difeovering where thefe kinds of mer- 
chandife were concealed, and a prodigious quantity 
of them was amaffed together. The produce of my 
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fharc amounted to 3000 livres* The care of Lou- 
viers was by the King conligned to Du-Rollet. 

The fame good fortune attended the Duke of 
Montpenfier in all his enterprifes in Normandy f. 
This fuccefs was no more than neceffary to coniole 
the King for the news he received, that the Duke 
of Guife *, whom he confidered as his principal 
enemy, had efcaped from the caftle of Tours, where 
he had been kept prifoner ever lince the affaffina- 
tion at Blois. The King now refumed his former 
defign of attempting every thing, to become mafter 
of Rouen Allured of the affiftance and affeftion 
of almoft all the cities of Normandy, he quitted 
Mante, where for fome time paft he had fixed his 
abode, and made it a little capital for the refidence 
of his court and his council; and caufed his troops 
to file off towards this city. While preparations 
were making for thn important fiege, Henry made 
a fecret journey to Compeigne, of which love was 

-f- In the Lower Normandv, Falaize, Burux, Argentan, Lizieuv, 
&c. were in the intereft of the league : Caen, Alen$on, Seez, Ecou- 
che, &c. in the King's. The moft confiderable adion happened in 
April 15^9, in the field of Argentan, near Pierrefkte, Villars, and 
Corr.meaux, where the Duke of Mot tpenfier cut cf Y the leagu. rs of 
thofe cantons, whom they called Gautier', to the numbe- of 5 or 6000. 
Three thoufand were left dead upon the fpot, and a thouland taken 
prifoners j the reft e caped to Argentan, Commeaux, whi h s at 
prefent fcarce a village, was taken with great difficulty. At length 
the Duke of Montpenfier extirpated this whole party and reduced feve- 
ra! of the rebellious cities. He w?s affift d by the Count of Torigny, 
MelT. d’Emery, de Loncauni, de Beuvron, de Viques, de Bacqueville, 
1 ’Archant, and others See thefe expeditions in the 3d volume of 
the memoirs of the league. 

* Charles of Lorraine, fon of H j nry Duke o r Guife, who wa« fiain 
at Blois, and of Ca’.harine of Cleves. H; was borne in 1571. 
<c The flight of the Duke of Guife will ruin the league,” faid Hen¬ 
ry TV. as it is rela-ed by Le Grain. The Duke’s valet de chambre 
having found means to amu ! e Rouvrai and his guard*, either by 
plajr, or drinking, let him down from the higheft window in the 
caftle, in the mieft of 1 he day, wnh a rope, whi h he afterwards 
made ufe of to defeend hi-nfeif. The Duke got into a fmatl boat, 
which carried him to he other fide of the river, where two horfes 
waited for him, &c. Macthieu, vol, 2, p. Si, Cayet, vol. 2. book 3. 
p. 4.65. &c. 


the 


OF SULLY. 


221 


x 59 r * 

the true motive, though he gave out that it was to 
fend to Germany for a levy of cavalry. I he Vif- 
count Turenne undertook this affair, from grati¬ 
tude for the King’s having effected, and honoured 
with his prefence, his marriage with Mademoifelle 
de Sedan f, daughter and only heirefs of the de- 
ceafed Duke of Bouillon, which was concluded 
this year. I was not forry for my part, that this 
retreat gave me an opportunity of enjoying, fome 
time longer, at Mante, the company of Madam 
Chateaupers, with whom chance had lately brought 
me acquainted, and to whom I felt myielf attached 
more and more, by an inclination fo ttrong, that it 
made me think of a fecond marriage. 

The King had exprefsly forbidden all commerce, 
and tranfportation of merchandifes, and of every 
kind of proviflon, into Paris and Rouen, as being 
cities in open rebellion : but in this, as in every 
thing elfe, he was very ill obeyed. The governors 
of paffes, efpecially along the Seine, gained by the 
immenfe fums, which their facility produced, al- 
mod: publicly granted the neceffary paffports for 
merchants, and matters of boats De-Fourges, 
whom I have formerly had occafion to mention, 
came one day to inform me, that a large boat, 
whofe lading was reputed worth 50,000 crowns, 
had gone up the river towards Paris, where, after 

Charlotte de la Mark, daughter of Robert dc la Mark, fovereiga 
prince of Sedan, and of Frances of Bou;bon Montpenfier, by the 
de th of her brother, William Robert de la Mark, Duke of B' u.llon, 
which happened at G. n ;j va, in the year 158S, fte became heirefs of 
this princioali'Y* The Duke, in his la r will, forbade his i.ftcr to 
marry a Roman Catholic. This was toe difbofition, but the King's 
friend/hip for the Viscount Turenne, his Hefi e of taking the lady 
from ^he Dukes of Lorrain, Montpenfier, and Nepers, each of whom 
demanded her for hi? fon ; policy, which advifed him to give an am¬ 
bitious neighbour to r he D ,ke of Lorrain j and perhaps the belief 
that this marriage would induce the Vifcount to lay afide his defign of 
making him«elf head of the Calvmifts in France; w-.r. the motives 
which determined Kenry IV. to marry the heirefs or Sedan to the 
Vifcount Turenne, 

\ : a few 
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a few days ftay, a lefs one would bring back the 
value in filver to Rouen : which.he was well allured 
of, becaufe his own father was to conduct the boat. 
I caufed it tq be fo well watched, that in its return 
it fell into my hands, and I faw with aftonifinment 
the pafiport ligned by Berengueville, and my bro¬ 
ther, the one governor of Meulan, and the other 
of Mante *, but they did not care to mention this 
to me, nor did I take any notice of it to them, but 
caufed the boat and its conduflor to be brought to 
Mante. I opened two large packets, where I ex¬ 
pected to find the 50,000 crowns in fpecie. But 
feeing only fome pieces of gold and filver thread, 
and Spanilh fiik, 1 threatened to put the mafier of 
the boat into a dungeon. The elder Fourges, a- 
larmed at this threat, prefented me with letters of 
exchange for 36,000 crowns, which he would have 
perfuaded me was the whole produce of the fale. 
As he defended himfelf with a good deal of aCtion, 
the weight of the gold he had about him broke his 
pockets, and fo great a quantity fell from them, 
that the floor was in an inftant covered with crowns 
of the fun *. He probably intended to apply this 
fum to his own ufe, or thought it could be in no 
place fo fecure as about himfelf. One may ima¬ 
gine what was his confufion. After diverting my- 
ielf fome time in obliging him to take feveral turns 
about the room, I ordered him to fixip, and found 
7000 crowns in gold fewed up in his cloaths. I 
was then in very great need, waiting the fale of my 
corn, wood, and hay, at Rofny : the King made 
me a prefent of this fum, and was fingularly plea- 
fed with the recital of poor Fourges’s adventure. 
It was not fo with Berengueville and my brother, 

* A g ( >ld coin current in thofe times. It was firfl: (truck in the 
reign of Lewis XI. and fo called, becaufe there was the figure of a 
fun above the crown. The value df thefe crowns at this time is 64 
fols. Le Bbnc, traits bill, des monnoies ds France, p. 9. dc Fintro- 
duftion, ct p. 372. 

they 
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they were extremely angry with me. I come to the 
flege of Rouen. 

The King had not feen himfelf at the he .d of 
forces fo confiderable. Four thoufand Englifh ar¬ 
rived to him, conducted by Roger ’Williams ; and, 
moreover, he expected foon a fecond reinforce¬ 
ment from this country, which dilVmbarked du¬ 
ring ihe liege, under the command of the Karl of 
hffex *, the minifter and favourite of Queen Kijfa- 
beth. The United Provinces, belides the two re¬ 
giments in the fervice of this prince, fent a fleet of 
fifty fail well equipped to the coafl of Normandy, 
having on board 2>oo foldiers, commanded by 
Count Philip of NafTau. The Duke of Bouillon 
(for fo the V ifcount of Turenne called himfelf flnce 
his marriage) fucceeded fo well in his negotiation 
in Germany, that he brought back 5 or 6000 horfe, 
belides fome companies of foot, with the Prince of 
Anhalt at their head. Thefe foreign auxiliaries, 
joined to 6000 Swifs, which the King had in his 
pay, to different reinforcements that came from fe- 
veral places, particularly Normandy; and to thofe 
troops, either Proteffants or Catholics, that were 
at his own difpofal, compofed an army of 40,000 
men. Caen, and the other chief towns oi* the pro¬ 
vince, engaged to furnilh provifions, and every 
thing neceflary for a flege, which could not fail of 
being long, both becaufe of the goodnefs of the 
place, and becaufe of the flrength of the garrifon. 
The Marquis of Villars, known for his bravery 
and capacity, fliut himfelf up there with the fon of 
the Duke of Maienne, refolved to Bury thenvfelves 
under irs ruins. In effect, from the day that we 
fat down before this city, till the Prince of Parma’s 
arrival, which obliged us to raife the flege, there 


* Robert D'Evieux, Earl of EfTcx, favouute to Elifab.eth, 
See the letter of thanks -which Henry iV T . wrote to Elifabeth, io 
Villcroy’s Memoirs, vol. 4. p. 249. 


224 MEMOIRS BcokIV. 

pafTecl almott fix months ; and what is worfe, fix 
winter months : for it was invefted in the beginning 
of October, and abandoned the 20th of March fol¬ 
lowing, after efforts on the part of the befiegers, 
and a refiftance on that of the bcfleged, fome cir- 
cumftances of which I fhall relate. 

The troops of the befiegers were placed in dif¬ 
ferent quarters ; the King’s were at Darnetal, and 
that of my company at Frefne Phfplen, whither I 
rarely went, the King having honoured me with a 
lodging in his. Here I difpoled myfelf for a long 
flay, and hardly ever quitted him or the Marechal 
de Biroii. At fir 11 there appeared fuch an emula¬ 
tion amongtt the officers to be employed, that, to 
avoid all difcufiions, the King regulated the time 
and duration of each of their fervices ; and decla¬ 
red that one day of four he would himfelf work at 
the trenches, with the gentlemen that were about 
his perfon, who were to the number of two or 
three hundred. 

I had folicited beforehand for a poll: in the ar¬ 
tillery, for which my inclination was fo ftrong, that 
I fubmitted to ferve not only under the Marechal 
de Biron, but Meff. de la Guiche, de Born, and 
de Fayolles alfo. But Biron, who had no affection 
for me, gained over thefe general officers, and pre¬ 
vailed upon them to exclude me, with which i had 
afterwards reafon to be well contented ; for thofe 
pieces of ordnance of which I was to have the 
charge, happened to fall into the power of the e- 
nemy. 

The motive of this Marechal’s hatred towards 
me was, that in the council, where it was debated 
on what fide the place fhould be attacked, Biron 
being of opinion, that we fhould attack the cattle 
I was not afraid to maintain, that we ought firft to 
apply to the city, which would bring along with it 
the reduction of Fort St. Catherine. Phis queftion 
was a long time the fubject of all converfations, as 
1 well 
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well at the table as at the council; and Biron never 
forgot the expreffion I generally ufed, “ The city 
i( taken, the caftle mu ft furrender.” 

I cannot indeed comprehend, how a man fo ex¬ 
perienced as the Marechal was, could determine 
for attacking the caftle, which, not to mention the 
commander, or the garrifon, (and neither the man 
nor the garrifon were ordinary) nor its excellent 
fortifications, had this in particular from the nature 
of the place, that in attacking it without, not half 
the number of foldiers could be brought againft it 
which the befieged could oppofe to defend it; which 
is quite contrary in cities of war. 

However, the opinion of the Marechal de Biron 
carried it ; for his authority, and the dependence 
to which he had accuftomed the other general offi¬ 
cers, captivated all the votes. Without doubt, this 
Marechal Battering himfelf that nothing could be 
able to refift fo ftrong an army, embraced the part 
which he thought the moft glorious, and the like- 
lieft to bring the ftege foon to an end ; and the 
King, who was refolved not to fpare himfelf % by 
following this advice, feemed to be of the fame o- 
pinion. For I look upon as a pure calumny, dif- 
feminated by the Marechal’s enemies, that report 
which was whifpered in the army, that he had alk- 
ed the King for the government of Rouen, which 
this prince had refufed him, becaufe he had before 
promifed it to Du-Hallot, upon the recommenda- 


* Perhaps alfo they depended upon blowing up the fort of Sf. 
Catherin * with the mine: but the defign was difeovered by the be¬ 
fieged. Memoirs of the league, vol. 5. Thole writers that have de¬ 
fended the Marechal Biron’s advice againft that given by the Duke of 
Sully, with regard to the place at v\hkh they fhould begin the attack, 
fay, that it was very difficult, and, at the fame time, very dangerous, 
for the army of Henry IV. to leave behind them the fort of St. Ca¬ 
therine, the hill efpeciahv being fo near the city. See, upon he o- 
rerarions of this fiege, Matthieu, vol. 2. p. q6. et f qq.; Cayet, 
Chron. Noven. vol. 2. book 4 (who is for «h»- f Sully's opi¬ 

nion againft the Marechal Biron) 5 and other hiftorians. 
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tion of M. de Montpenfier ; and that he endea¬ 
voured underhand to fruflrate this enterprife, and, 
through envy, gave a counfel which he knew would 
render all our efforts upon this place ineffectual. It 
is more certain, that thefe eternal conteftations with 
the Duke of Bouillon had more than once been like 
to ruin all; for this nobleman, to be revenged on 
the King, raifed a mutiny amongft the horle, and 
other German forces which he had brought. 

The batteries were accordingly raifed oppofite 
to the fort, and we contented ourfelves, for guard¬ 
ing the lower part of the river, to place there fome 
companies of German foot, which having been 
worfted in fome fillies that were made on that fide, 
yielded the poll to the Hollanders, who underftood 
lieges better than they. In effect, thefe laft main¬ 
tained themfelves there, and prevented Tallies by that 
place It was not long before the King perceived 
that he had engaged in a work of extreme difficul¬ 
ty ; but nothing, he imagined, was impoffible to 
obffinate labour. Villars ivas not contented with 
defending himfelf within ; he came out of the ca- 
ffle, and caufed a deep trench to be cut upon the 
declivity of the hill, over againfl the fort, with 
which the end of it communicated, and placed there 
in the night a guard of 6 or 700 men. 

As this new work was extended far into the 
country, and as it not only incommoded the be- 
fiegers in their attacks upon the caltle, but alfo ex* 
pofed them to be fallen upon in the rear, while at 
the fame time they had the garrifon from within in 
front, the King refolved to feize it, and to render 
it ufelefs. He made choice of the fame night when 
it was his turn to watch the trench with his 300 
gentlemen, whom he commanded to be completely 
armed, and to have, befides their ufual arms, hal¬ 
berts in their hands, and piftols at their girdles, 
and to his troop added 400 mufketeers or pike- 
men. It was at midnight, and a mid ft the extreme 

cold 
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cold of December, that we attacked this trench in 
different places. r lhe action, which was very ob- 
ftinate, continued half an hour with equal animo- 
fity on the one part and the other. We made con- 
fiderable efforts to gain the brink, and the befieged 
repulfed us feveral times. I was twice thrown to 
the ground, my halbert broke, and my arms lcoficn- 
ed or broke in pieces. Maignan, whom I had ob¬ 
tained permiflion to bring with me, raifed me, put 
my arms again in order, and gave me his halbert. 
The trench was at laft carried by main force, and we 
cleared it of more than fifty dead or dying enemies, 
whom we threw from the precipice of the hill. 
This trench was open to the canon cf the fort; but 
the King had the precaution to order fiome gabions, 
hogflieads, and pieces of wood, to be brought there, 
which covered the Englifh, to whom he committed 
the guard of it. 

Villars had not expected to fee his outworks car¬ 
ried in fo fliort a time. When he was told it, and 
that it was the King in perlon who had conduced 
the enterprife. “ By heavens,” fa id he, “ this 

prince deferves a thoufand crowns for his va- 
4i lour. I am forry that, by a better belief, he 
u does not infpire us with as ffrong an inclination 
4C to acquire him new ones, as, by his prefent 
44 creed, he gives us fuhjecL to difpute with him 
“ his own : but it fhall never be faid, that I have 
“ failed to attempt in my perfon what a great king 
u has executed in his.” In effect, he put liimfelf 
at the head of 400 men, armed as he had been 
told the King’s were, and taking alfo 800 pikemen 
feledted out of his whole number, he attacked the 
Englilh, and diflodged them from the trench. The 
King felt himfelf piqued at the vanity of Villars, 
and refolving not to let go his hold, prepared for 
a fecond attempt. The fcnglifh, apprehending re¬ 
proaches, which they certainly had not merited, 
intreated the King to put too Englifh gentlemen in 
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his troop, and to fuffer all the foot, who were to 
attend him on this occafion, to be Englifli likewife. 
They alfo demanded leave to fuftain the firll effort 
of the enemy, and behaved in fuch a manner, that 
in fpite of the reliitance of the befieged, who had 
doubled their number the trench was a fecond 
time regained : they afterwards maintained them- 
felves in it, and took away from the befieged all 
inclination to approach it for the future. By what 
happened for a limple ditch, it is eafy to judge of 
the event of a liege, of which this attack was but 
the beginning. The King was fenfible. that not¬ 
withstanding all his care, and the infinite pains that 
he gave himfelf, he would find great difficulty in 
fucceeding The deStiny of France alone preferred 
this prince on occasions, when he hazarded his 
perfon in fuch a manner, as made us Sometimes 
defpair of his life And it was upon this account, 
that, the next day after the trench was taken, 
I found occalion to exprefs our common fears, 
when he drew me afide in the prefence of the 
Catholics, and all the courtiers, to converfe with 
me upon the prefent Situation of his affairs. <c I 
“ cannot do otherwife, my friend,” replied this 
prince, as foon as 1 began to make my reprefenta- 
tions ; u and fince it is for my glory and crown 
“ that l fight, my life and every thing elfe ought 
“ to be of no consideration with me.” 

It is certain, that in the King’s fituation he could 
not do lefs than he did, to perfuade the world, that 
if this Siege failed, it was not through his fault; 
and all thele instances of eminent valour were no 
more than neceffary to evite the Shame of being 
foiled in an attempt which one half of his army 
feared he Should Succeed in, almoft as much as the 
enemy themfelves. Thefe were the very fame Ca¬ 
tholics whom I have formerly mentioned, who, not 
contented with having obliged him to begin the fiege 
at a place which rendered the taking of the city im- 

poifible. 
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poffible, fuffered him to fuftain all the trouble, obeyed 
him but by halves and with regret, created obftacles 
upon obftacles, and publicly declared, that nothing 
was to be expedled from them, while he was of a 
religion different from their own. 

It was to open his heart upon fo many fubjecls 
of difquietude and chagrin, that he was defirous of 
difcourfing with me, and I then faid nothing to 
him which he did not know as well as myfelf; at 
fo little trouble were his domeftie enemies to con¬ 
ceal their lentiments. He told me, he had percei¬ 
ved for fome time, that he was threatened with a 
mifehief ft ill greater, which was the defertion of all 
the Catholics in his army ; “ which will bring along 
“ with it” (thefe are the very words of this prince) 
“ the ruin of the ftate, and that of the hcufe of 
“ Bourbon ; for if they once break with me, they 
16 will never after chufe for a king a prince of that 
“ family.” He added, that this difobedience was 
an incurable evil, which he was obliged to diflemble. 
He made me obferve, that, at the very time he 
fpoke to me, MefTrs. de Nevers, de Longueville, de 
la Guiche, d’O, and de Chateauvieux, jealous of 
fo familiar a converfation with an Huguenot, ob- 
ferved us malignantly from a corner of the hall, 
and whifpered continually together. For this rea- 
fon, he faid, it would be neceffary to fepurate, and 
that he mult be obliged to tell them that our dif- 
courfe turned folely upon a negotiation with the 
Marquis of Villars, which, in reality, the King had 
hinted to me in this converfation. 

Nothing could have happened more advantage¬ 
ous for the King, than to have put an end to the 
liege of Rouen by a treaty with Villars, which, in 
reality, would have difengaged him from the league, 
and brought him into his own party. It was what 
this prince ardently wifhed for, but ftill lefs for the 
honour of his enterprife, than for the advantage of 
gaining over fuch a man as this governor. He i- 

magined 
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magined it might be brought about by means of 
La-Font, for whom Villars had great confideration, 
though he was only his Reward. The King was 
not ignorant that Villars had received this dome- 
ftic into his fervice, after he had left mine ; and 
that La Font owed his favour with his new mafter 
to thofe teftimonies 1 had given of his probity. 
This thought had ftruck me before it was men¬ 
tioned by the King, and I had even found means 
to get La-Font founded upon the fubjeft His an- 
fwer, which I related to the King, was, that at 
prefent he faw no appearance of what I propofed, 
that he even thought himfelf obliged to prevent his 
mafter’s entertaining any fufpicion of his fidelity, 
to have no commerce with me, much lefs to fee 
me, as I propofed : that all he could do, was to 
obferve if M. de Villars changed his fentiments with 
regard to the King, and in that cafe to confirm 
him as much as pofiible in them, and to inform me 
of it. 

Henry thought no more of it; but before wefc- 
paratea, lie afked me what he ought to do with 
regard to the fiege, and the Prince of Parma, who, 
he had juft learned, had paffed the Somme, to join 
his troops with thofe of the Duke of Maienne. 
The King doubted not but that his intention in this 
was to proceed diredllv to Rouen, and ftiil lefs but 
that Villars would eafily hold out till his arrival. I 
told the King, that I faw but two things for him 
to do, and that it was his part to determine upon 
one of them, thefirft was, to change totally the or¬ 
der, and place of attack, and to carry it to the fide 
of the city, and there ufe his utmoft endeavours to 
make himfelf mafter of it before the enemy fhould 
appear. The fecond was, that without lofs of 
time he fhould go and attack the Prince of Parma, 
and oblige him to repafs the Somme, and continue 
afterwards the fiege without fear. 
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The King refolved upon this laft advice: but as 
by following it he had no deftgn to raife the liege, 
left the Prince of Parma, who perhaps had thais 
only in view, lliould afterwards avoid the battle, 
he told me, that he would go and meet him with 
7 or 8oco horfe, who were of no ufe at the fiege; 
and that he would attack him with this cavalry, or, 
if he had not pafted the Somme, difpute his paiiage. 
He quitted me, ordering me to prepare mylelf to go 
along with him with 15 or 20 troopers only, chol’en 
from the reft of my company. 

I returned at the end of two days from Frefne 
l’Efplen, and, on my arrival at Darnetal, I learned 
that Villars had made a fally at the head of 100 
horle, with whom he had overpowered the guard : 
and would have been the caule of much greater 
diforder, if the King, armed only with a cuirafs, 
had not run thither, followed by the Baron de Bi- 
ron s an Englifh officer whofe name has efcaped me, 
Grillon, and fome others who were about him: 
thefe three gentlemen elpecially had covered them- 
felves with glory. Grillon had his arm broke by a 
fhot from an arquebule. As for the King r having 
precipitated himlelf into a danger, fomewhat like 
that which is related of Alexander the Great in 
the city of the Oxydracse, he extricated himlelf 
out of it with the fame prefence of mind, and the 
fame intrepidity. If this, which is only an ex¬ 
ample, has all the appearance of a fable, Henry’s 
aftion had two whole, armies for witneffes. 

The Prince of Parma, with his whole army, 
poflefted the border of the Somme, and, fatisned 
with recovering this river, made fcarce any mo¬ 
tion ; for befides that the governor of Rouen had 
fent to inform him, that as he intended to ftrike 
fome important blow, he might let it be a good 
while before he came to his aftiftance ; he waited 
for the arrival of Sfondrate, who was to bring him 
, the 
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the troops of his uncle Pope Gregory XIV. * ** , and 
thofe of the Duke of Ma'ienne, who however came 
not fo foon. He had been obliged to go with his 
befl: troops to Paris, to punifh the infolence of the 
Sixteen, who, abufing the power he had fuffered 
them to affume, had dared to hang the Prefident 
BrHTon f, and ibme other counfellors, as refpeft- 
able for their virtue as for their age ; and had 
doubtlefs gone farther, if the Duke, fearing perhaps 
fome fudden caprice of thofe feditious counfel¬ 
lors ± againft himfelf, had not doomed them to the 
like puniflient: but as, in executing this adt of 
juftice, he had certain meafures to keep, he did 
not join the Prince of Parma as foon as had been 
expedled. 

The King, when he was informed of this difpo- 
fition, thought it necelTary to haften his march. 
He left to the Marechal Biron the care of carrying 
on the fiege, wdiofe forces he w r eakened but by 7 or 
8000 horfe; confiding from 3 tc 4000 French 
troopers, as many German horfe, and 1000 horfe- 

* Sixtus V. died in Auguft 159 o. Henry TV. when he was in¬ 
formed of his death, Hid, “ Here is a tjick of Spanifti policy : I 
ft have loft a pope who was my all.” 

'I' i( A cataftrophe very unworthy of fo learned and excellent a 

** man, (fays Mezeray, fpeaking of the Prefident BrifTon, “ but u- 
<f fual to thofe who think to keepwell with two parties.” For the 
parliament being transferred by the King to Tours, BrilTon was the 
only one of the fix prefidents who remained at Paris. The league 
obliged him to perform ti e duties of Firft Prefident, and it was he 
that helped to degrade K. Henry III. According to the Duke of 
Nevers’s obfervation, his death was looked upon to be a juft puniih- 
ment of his ingratitude. Henry HI. had freely beftowed upon him 
the poft of Pref1de.1t. However, he was one of the greateftmen of 
the robe. The Duke of Maienne revenged his death, by caufing 
Louchard, Ameline, Aimonet, and Amoux, four of the fixteen,to 
be hanged in a parlour of the Louvre. 

t One of the fixteen, nanrd Normandy Lid one day, in the Duke 
of MaVenne’s chamber, “ Thofe who made him have a right to un¬ 
make him.” Hamilton, the curate of St. Come, a furious leaguer, 
came himfelf, attended by rriefts inftead of foldiers, to feize the 
Counfejlor Tardif in h:s h ufe. 
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arquebufiers ; at the head of which he departed 
from Darnetal, and took the road to the Somme. 
He paffed the firft day by Boiffiere and Neuf Clia- 
tel; the fecond by Blangy, Londiniere, Longue- 
ville, Senerpont, and Gamache; and the third ad¬ 
vanced to Folleville, with a fimple detachment, 
leaving the body of his cavalry behind him, to be 
conducted by the Duke of Nevers. 

We met a confiderable party, led by Meff. de 
Rofne, de Balagny, de Vitry, the Bai'on de la 
Chatre, St Pol, La Mothe *, and others, who had 
doubtlefs advanced with the fame delign as we, to 
reconnitre the fituation and forces of the enemy. 
The King commanded the Baron de Biron, Meff. 
de Lavardin, de Givry, de St. Geran. de Marivaut, 
de Chanlivaut,La-Curee f, d’Arambure, and fome 
others, to go and attack them; who were repulfed 
and handled very roughly ; and part fell, among 
which was Lavardin. Henry ran with 300 horfe 
to difengage them ; and, believing this encounter 
might be followed by an action more ferious, at 
lead between the cavalry of the two armies, which 
was what he greatly wifhed for, fent orders to 
Nevers to quicken his pace. But the Prince of 
Parma, who had a quite contrary delign, retrain¬ 
ed his fquadrons, who had retreated of themfelves 
when they perceived ours advance ; and the King, 
feeing no appearance of affe&ing any thing in the 
midfl of fo many battalions, and the night already 


* La Mothe, governor of Valenciennes, was a Frenchman, of the 
country of Ceauvaifis; buthe had all his life ferved in the Spaniih. 
army, and was .(lain in 1595, a- the liege of Dourlans, at the head 
of the Spanifh artillery, very much regretted by the .Spaniards. The 
King of Spain had juft created him Count of Ekclbcke. See his death 
and panegyric in De Thou, book 112. 

'I' La Cuiee was one of thofe psrfons in whom the King confided, 
and was called by him nothing but Cure'e. He performed wonders 
at the battle of Ivry, and on many other occafions. The volume of 
MSS. in the royal library marked 8929. is filled with relations of his 
intrepidity. He was killed in an encounter at the fiege of Mont- 
auban. 
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approaching, contented himfelf with cbferving this 
army clolely, and checking its motions, as he went 
to his quarters itf Breteuil; where his cavalry, for 
fear of a furprife, were obliged to keep themjtives 
extremely dole, and part of them even lay with¬ 
out all night, though the ground was covered with 
fnow. 

1 he ardour with which the King went to meet 
an enemy greatly fuperior, awakened our fears for 
the dangers to which he expofed his perfori, and 
obliged us ftrongly to reprefent to him the confe- 
quences. But this prince, who had no conception 
of that management we propofed to him, when 
glory was in queftion, changed not his couduft. 
lie contented himfelf with naming thirty of us to 
continue near his perl on, and not to leave him 
upon any occalion whatever. An employment 
very honourable in truth ; but the danger of it 
fomewhat abat d the pallion for it. \V ith this 
precaution, which was no more than fufkeient, lie 
only expofed himfelf hill more. 

Being informed that the Duke of Guife, who 
commanded the Prince of Parma’s vanguard, had 
put himfelf at the head of his (quadron, to facili¬ 
tate the lodgement of this infantry in a large town 
called Bures , he refolved to cut off this fquadrorx; 
which he execut d with the utmoff vigour, at the 
head of 1200 horfe and 1000 horfe arquebuffers. 
A great number of the enemy were left dead upon 
the place, and the reft betook themfelves to flight. 
The Duke of Guife’s green ftandard was taken, 
and all the baggage plundered. Henry, who was 
not willing that any of rhefe cavaliers fhould elcape 
him, efpecially their Colonel, fent immediately or¬ 
ders to the Duke of Nevers to advance with all 
fpeed to Bully, that he might pofiefs himfelf of the 
road through which he conjectured the Duke of 
Guife and the fugitives would retreat to the reft of 
the army, and take them prifoners. 1 had orders 

to 
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to fuftain the Diike of Nevers with fixty horfe ; 
which I obeyed with reluctance, not doubting, but 
in fuch hands the affair would have an iffue little 
worthy of its beginning. 

The Duke of Nevers, the flowed: of all men, be* 
gan by fending to make choice of the moft favour¬ 
able roads, and marched with a flow pace towards 
Bully, with his hands and his nole in his muff', and 
his whole perfon well packed up in his coach. This 
once he had no occaflon to boaft of his extieme 
caution. It was fo long before he arrived, that he 
gave time to the Prince of Parma, who was greatly 
more alert than he, to throw a regiment of 15 or 
1600 men into Bully, who made fuch haffe, that 
they reached the town in the beginning of the night. 
As for the Duke of Nevers, the fun rifing the next 
day found him at la ft upon the height of the moun¬ 
tain at the foot of which Bully is fftuated, preceded 
by his couriers, whom he had -that day doubled, 
through an excefs of precaution againft a flying 
enemy : the fir ft, to the number of fifty, marched 
two or three miles before him ; and the fecond, 
which amounted to 100. went fome. few paces be¬ 
fore hh coach. But unfortunately with all his fore- 
fight, he had forgot to make fure of this paflhge, 
and had not fent afingle foldier to keep guard there. 
He began to defeend the mountain with great tran¬ 
quillity, and doubtlefs with more tranquillity than 
if he had known whom he was to find in Bully. 
His firft couriers, entering the city, were fufficient- 
ly furprifed at the fight of fo much good company ; 
hut a3 the cold had obliged thefe foldiers to difarm, 
and to lay down their pikes, to range themfelves 
round a large fire which they had kindled, thefe fifty 
courieis had time to fave themfelves by flight. This 
they did not indeed upon that fide where their ma¬ 
iler was. but by paffing quite through the city, and 
getting out at the oppoiite end as faft as their legs 
could carry them, without troubling themfelves a- 
G g 2 bout 


bout what might become of the Duke of Nevers ; 
who, with his coach, was juft then fticking in the 
deepeft part of a defeent, equally fteep, rugged, 
and winding. It was in this place that the Duke 
of Nevers, hearing the noife of fome fuftleers who 
were firing after his firft couriers, and the fecond 
having come to make their report, full of con¬ 
firmation,- was frozen with fright; and revol¬ 
ving now at laft to lofe no time, he threw away 
his muff and his furs, not without often exclaim¬ 
ing, “ The devil,” nor without quarrelling his va¬ 
lets for not coming readily enough to help him out. 
All their endeavours could not difengage the coach, 
which was forced to be dragged back to the top of 
the mountain ; where the Duke again made ufe of 
it, to return a little more haftily to the place where 
he had lain the preceding night. It was thus that 
we feconded the King upon this occafion: A truly 
ridiculous exploit, where the danger did not equal 
the fear by a great deal, fince not a lingle man was 
loft. 

The Prince of Parma, by this important blow, 
knowing what fort of an enemy he had to deal 
with, durft not for the future fuffer his vanguard to 
be leparated from the army ; and perceiving that the 
K : ng almoft never loft fight of him, redoubled his 
diffidence; which was, without doubt, the caufe 
that he did not take all the advantage he might have 
done of the encounter at Aumale : An adfion fin- 
gularly hardy on the King’s fide, and well deferving 
a particular relation. 

Some days after that I have juft mentioned, the 
King following the Prince of Parma at a great di- 
ftance, had advanced, with 6000 horfe towards Am 
male Givry, whom he had fent at the head of 
fome troopers to get intelligence, returned and in¬ 
formed him, that the enemy’s army was advancing 
directly towards him in the plain, in good order, 
apparently with a defign to force him back, and to 


1592. OF SULLY. 2*37 

cut him off in his retreat. The King called a coun¬ 
cil ; and finding, as he faid, that he had too many 
and too few foldiers, he refolved to fend all his ca¬ 
valry back to Ophy, Blangy, and Neuf Chatel, and. 
to keep with him only 400 troopers, and 500 horfe- 
arquebufiers, and with this body of men to advance 
into the plain, to difcover exactly the condition 
and the number of the enemy; and hovering about 
them, to take or cut off fome fquadrons. 

He mounted the hill of Aumale, with his 900 
horfe, and marched two leagues without perceiving 
any thing, till the Iky, which had been extremely 
dark, becoming very clear, he a fecond time law 
Givry return, who came to give him full fatisfa&ion 
in all that he wanted to know about this army. It 
was fo near, that they heard diffin&ly the found of 
the trumpets and drums. But Henry would needs 
fee it himfelf. He made an exa<ff review of it, and 
found that it confifted of 17 or 18,000 infantry, 
with 7 or 8oco cavalry, who marched very clofe; 
the cavalry in the midft of the battalions, and the 
whole flanked with chariots and baggage, that ren¬ 
dered approach impoffible. From this fituation of 
the enemy, he found he had ftill too many men ; 
and retaining only 100 troopers, ordered the 800 
others to repafs the dyke and town of Aumale, and 
300 horfe of his fquadron to ftop upon the decli¬ 
vity of the hill, to be within reach to afiiff him, if 
there fhould be occafion Five hundred arquebu- 
fiers he gave to the conduct of Lavardin. with or¬ 
der- to poll: them in the ditches and hedges that 
were at the entrance of the town, from whence 
they might incommode fuch of the enemy as ap¬ 
proached too near. As for himfelf, he not only 
waited for the enemy with his 100 horle, but even 
inarched to meet them. 

At this moment we all gazed upon one another, 
perfectly aff oniflied at the temerity of a defign, which 
feemed to expofe the perfon of the King to inevi¬ 
table 
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table death. No one durft venture to expostulate 
with him, yet knew not how to be fllent. At length 
I was chofen and deputed by the reft, to reprefent 
to the King, in the name of us all, the danger to 
which he expofed himfelf, and to intreat him to al¬ 
ter his refolution. This commiftion I performed in 
the moft cautious terms that 1 could deviie. “ ’Tis 
“ the language of fear,” replied the King ; “ from 
tc you, of all others, I would never have expected 
<c it.” 1 prayed him not to think fo unjuftly of 
any of us ; and told him, that the only thing we 
required was, that he would give us what orders 
he pleafed, provided he would himfelf retire. This 
prince confefled to me afterwards, that being fen- 
iibly afFedted with thefe words, he repented of 
what he had faid to me. He anfwered, that no ex- 
preflions of our fidelity could reach the idea he con¬ 
ceived of it. “ But, ’ added he, coldly, and with 
an air that convinced me that it was ufelefs to foeak 
to him more, “ be you alfo allured, that I am not 
<c fo rafh as you imagine ; that l am as much a- 
“ fraid of my ikin as another; and that I will re- 
c< treat fo feafonably, that no inconvenience fhall 
“ happen.” 

The Prince of Parma could not but look upon 
an attempt fo hardy, as a fnare that was laid for 
him, to draw his cavalry into an open field where 
lie fhould meet with the King’s, which he fup r ofed 
to be concealed, and fuperior to his. He even fu- 
fpedf d a long time, that the King’s whole army 
could not be far off; and having no defign to en¬ 
gage him, he did not quit his poft, which was in 
the centre of his army, where he was feated in an' 
uncovered chariot, without arms or boots, and em¬ 
ployed in giving orders to reftrain the ardour of the 
Foldiery, who fullered with impatience too men 
to infult 30,000. However, when he was allured, 
by the report of his light horfe and his carabineers, 
that at prefent he had but too liorfe in front, and 
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that if there was any cavalry, it mu ft be on the 
other fide of the valley, he thought he fhculd run 
no rilk by attacking us ; which he did with fuch 
fury, and at fo many places, that we were broke 
through, and driven back as far as the valley. Here 
it was that our arquebufiers ought to have pofted 
themfelves; and on our arrival, the King cried to 
them to charge, after having lirft warned us not to 
charge, in order that the enemy might lufpeft an 
an ambufcade in this place, and ftop. In effeft, they 
did ftop fhort; and finding that this cry was follow¬ 
ed only with fifty or fixty fhots which we fired up¬ 
on them, they came on again with more obftinacy. 

Our arquebufiers, feized with fear, or perhaps 
willing to chufe a more advantageous ground, had 
retired much lower than the place that had been 
marked for them, and they were the principal caufe 
of the misfortune that happened. The enemy's 
fquadrons, encouraged by the little refiftance they 
found, purfued their point, and we could not hin¬ 
der them from mixing among us. We faw our- 
felves reduced to the necefiity of fighting with this 
vaft multitude with pur piltols and fwords, in a 
danger that may be eafily imagined; and, indeed, in 
my opinion, there could not be a greater ; for from 
a hundred we were already reduced to forty. Hen¬ 
ry, feeing that none came to afiift him to extricate 
himfelf out of this bad ftep, refolvcd to make his 
retreat : which, on this occafion, was almoft as pe¬ 
rilous as his defence, becaufe we had a bridge to 
pafs, and that bridge at a great diftance. This 
prince, with a compofure truly admirable, placed 
himfelf in the rear of his troop, and made it file off 
towards the bridge of Aumale, which, by the or¬ 
der he caufed to be obferved, it palled over without 
confufion. He was the laft that palled, and held 
firm againft the enemy till every one of us was on 
the-other fide. That moment he was fhot in the 
reins; and it was a fignal happinefs, that he re¬ 
ceived 
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ceived no more than this one wound, which did 
not hinder him from continuing to fight on the 
other fide of the bridge, while he was endeavouring 
to gain the hill; where the 400 horfe he had fent 
thither made fo good an appearance, that the Prince 
of Parma, more than ever perfuaded that he only 
fought to draw him to a battle, forbid his troops to 
advance, and made them all return to Aumale. 

The King, on his fide, reached Neuf Chatel, 
where his wound obliged him to go to bed. The 
furgeons removed our confternation. by alluring us 
that it was inconfiderable. He obliged us to come 
near his bed, and converfed with us familiarly upon 
the dangers of that day : upon which I obferved,as 
fomething lingular, that among us all, who wete in 
the chamber, there were not two perfons who could 
agree in the recital of the mod: particular circum- 
fiances of the aflion *. In general, it palled as I 
have related : what appeared doubtful to me, I have 
fuppreffed; but as it is here, one may be certain, 
that there are few kings whofe lives prefent as muchf. 

The Prince of Parma’s over-prudence hurt him 
upon this occafion : it hindered him from cutting 
off our whole fquadron, that is to fay, fr m finiih- 
ing the war that day, by the death or taking of the 

* There is fcarce gny fkirmifh or battle of which as much may 
not be faid. Although there area great number of writers, and even 
contemporaries, who have treated of the military exploits contained 
in thefe Memoirs, J cannot meet with two who ae ee exactly in their 
deferiptions. D’Aubigne, in that of the encounter at Aumale, does 
not even mention the King’s wound, which was the only one he ever 
received in his life. Matthieu, ibid, p. ioo. a. d our beft hift ;rians, 
differ but little from our Memoirs. 

4 Henry having fent to the Prince of Parma to ask his opinion of 
the retreat, he replied, that <e indeed it was a very hne onej but 
that, for his part, he never engaged in any place from whence he 
*' was obliged to retire.’ Peref. ibid, part 2. It was on this Ovcafion 
that Du-Pleffis-Mornay wrote this pretty letter to the King. ct S re, 
in war you have been an Alexander : it is time you fhould now be 
“ Augufius: it is our glory and duty to die for you j and your , I dare 
te tell you, Sire, to live for France,” &c. Notes upon the Hen- 
sade. 
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King; for the one or other was inevitable. But he 
was determined to undertake nothing till he was 
joined by the Duke of Mai'enne, not being willing 
to bear alone all the inconveniencies of a war, of 
which he was not himfelf to reap all the fruits. 

Ke was not able to comprehend the caufe of this 
delay in the chief of the league : the fufpicions he 
entertained of it made him fuddenly change the 
march of his army, and take the road back to the 
Somme. An action excufable in a ftranger, who 
law himfelf in the midft of a country, where he was 
not warring in his own behalf. Henry, who, with¬ 
out confidering what was glorious for himfelf in the 
laft battle, called it only ihe error of Aumale ; and 
being folicitous to repair this heroic error, could 
not refolve to fuffer the Spaniih general quietly to 
retreat. He put off the cure of his wound to an¬ 
other time, and remounting his horle, continued to 
gall him, very much troubled that he could not do 
more. But he had a politic general to deal with, 
who, notwithftanding all hs endeavours, prefented 
him always with an infantry in front, which he 
could not open; and conducted himfelf with fo 
much wifdom, that it was impoftible, even at the 
paffage of the river, to have an encounter with 
him. The King at length, quitting him at Pont- 
dormy, returned to Neuf-Chatel, to have his wound 
cured, at the houfe of M. de Claire ; where I was 
received as a friend and relation. I kept only a va¬ 
let de chambre, a page, and a footman with me, 
rind fent all the reft of my equipage to my quarters 
before Rouen. 

The fuccefs of the ftege became more doubtful 
every day: at laft the King was informed, by a 
courier, that Villars, at the head of 200 mulketeers, 
and 3 or 400 foldiers, had in the night made a fu¬ 
rious filly on the fide of Darnetal; that he had pe¬ 
netrated even into the King’s quarters. w«* ere he had 
cut all the German foot to pieces, and carried off 
Vol.I. Hh fix 
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fix pieces of cannon, and all the powder ; that af¬ 
terwards, purfuing his point, he had fallen upon 
the trench, which he attacked behind; had killed 
there three or 400 men, and put the reft to flight; 
in a word, that he did not retire till he had cleared 
and demolifhed almoft all the works of the befie- 
gcrs. 

This melancholly news recalled the King imme¬ 
diately to Pvouen : he was there convinced, that 
this misfortune was wholly occafloned by the Ma- 
rechal de Biron's fault; but although he looked up¬ 
on it as irreparable, and hated this commander *, 
he was much upon his guard, not to let any thing 
appear. The natural hatred of the Catholics of his 
party againft the Proteftants, took this occafion to 
infult the Marechal de Biron, who next to the 
King, was looked upon as the principal fupport of 
the Huguenots The Catholics faid openly, that 
Heaven would never favour Henry's party, while 
he continued a heretic, (a fpeech very l’enlible after 
all the fuccedes he had met with till this very mo¬ 
ment i) ; and that they expofed themfelves to the 
divine malediction, by aflociating with this reprobate 
body. From thence, animated by their zeal, they 
formed adefign of taking up all the Huguenots, who 
had been interred indifcriminately with the Catholics, 
and leaving their carcafes a prey to the crows Two 
things hindered the execution of a deflgn as contra- 


* There cannot be a ftrong^r roof of the refpeft and deference 
which Hcivy IV. thought him If oblige to fh<w the Marechal Bi¬ 
ron, than what this prince f id re day iO young Chatillon, on a cer¬ 
tain occafion, when he o(ler-d me very rcafonable advice, but con¬ 
trary to he mind cf the Marechal : <e The goflings,” faid he, 
** wou d lead the geefc to the paflure. When vour beard is white, 
“ perhaps you may have acquired fonts knowledge. I do not approve 
ee of vuur fpeaking fo freely j that belongs only to nry father there,” 
pointing to Biron, who had threa'ened to retire. i: We mud,’’ pur¬ 
sued he, embracing him, <e go all to his fchool.” Matthieu, vol. 2. 
p. 16. 
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ry to religion as to nature itfelf: the difficulty of 
diftinguilhing the bodies, and fear left the Prote- 
ftants,who compofed two thirds of the army, fhould 
think their honour engaged to revenge upon the li¬ 
ving Catholics an outrage, which, through a zeal 
for religion, exceeded all others. 

The King, who perceived thefe difpofitions on 
both ftdes, infteadof blaming any particular perfon, 
or fuftering a difcontent to appear, which might in- 
creafe the public broils, affected to fay openly, that 
the misfortune was not fo great as they figured to 
themfelves. In reality, great as it was, it did not 
appear fo conliderable to this prince as a divifton, 
which, without the greateft addrefs upon his part, 
might either deprive him of all the Catholics in his 
party, or, on the firft opportunity, fet one half a- 
gainft the other. It was very hard for this prince, 
in the midft of fo many and fuch fenfible difquie- 
tudes, to be obliged to keep all within his own 
heart, and fuftitute unworthy compliances in the 
place of abfolute commands : but he was not igno¬ 
rant that the tone of authority, which lias the 
power of fubje&ing all men, when it proceeds from 
a man known for his fuperior abilities, has no ef¬ 
fect upon minds inflamed and difunited by religion. 

He was alfo perfectly fenfible, that after the 
misfortune occafioned by fuch bad conduct, no¬ 
thing now remained to be done buttoraife theftege 
of Rouen; and he only fought for a plaufible pre¬ 
tence for doing fo, without awakening at the fame 
time the public diffenfions. He learned therefore 
with great joy, that the Prince of Parma, reinfor¬ 
ced by the troops of the Duke of Mai’enne and 
Sfondrate, was returning haftily to give him battle. 
He thought this a favourable opportunity to lefien 
the fhame of railing the flege, and to turn again ft 
the common enemy the fury of two parties which 
were rending his army in pieces. 

II h 2 
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That he might gun time to abandon his lines 
without coniuiion, and regulate the order of his 
march, he fent Givry to throw himfelf into Neuf- 
Chatel, which the ene ny would be obliged to take 
before they could come to Rouen. This, although 
a place of fufficient ftrength, did not hold out near 
fo long as he had expelled : the caule of which is 
difficult to be affigned; but the whole blame was 
call: upon Palcheux, who was much weaker, and 
worfe fuftained, than G : vry *, although an old offi¬ 
cer, and diftinguifhed by his actions and his wounds, 
he fuftained all the violence of the (form ; and was 
put under arreft at Dieppe, in my opinion, very 
unjuftly. The relations and friends whom the gar- 
rifon of Neuf-Chatel had in the party of the league, 
feemed to me to be the true caufe that the place 
made fo flight a refinance. It furrendered in the 
middle of March. The King, by his care and di¬ 
ligence, repaired this misfoitune, and drew off his 
troops from Rouen without receiving the lead: 
check f; and putting himfelf at their head, ad¬ 
vanced without lofs of time to that fide on which 
he knew the Prince of Parma was approaching the 
city. 

On his arrival at a plain, where the enemy’s ar¬ 
my mufl: pafs, he waited for it; and as foon as it 
appeared, fent and offered the Prince of Parma 
battle. The Prince accepted it with apparent joy,’ 
although inwardly he was very averfe. He was a- 
fraid of engaging with a general fuch as he knew 
Henry to be, and of expofmg to the event of a 


* Neuf Cha el might have been taken in an hour’s time, fays 
Llattrieu; who nevertheiefs, as well as the Duke of Sully, blamed 
Givry for furrendering without making greater lefiftance. V0I.2, 

p, IC2. 

•f This fiege coft the King a great many foldiers. In thofe times 
it was reported that he loft 3000 men, and the btfieged only 500. 
The Earl of EfTex chall nged Adm. de Villars to fmgle combat, who 
replied, that his quality 01 Governor forbade him. See the Chrci':‘. 
Woven, and Mczcrzi, 
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battle the reputation of the mofi able warrior in 
Europe, which a long feries of great actions had 
acquired him among his partifans. Finding him- 
felf now in fuch a fituation as that he might be for¬ 
ced to fight, he had recourfe to one of the mod: 
artful ftratagems imaginable to avoid it: he caufed 
the bed: troops amongft all his battalions to ad¬ 
vance, and compofed of them a front of battle ; 
behind which he drew up, as without defign, all his 
cavalry. Under favour of this front of infantry, 
ordered as ufual for an action, and ieeming to 
wait only for the fignal, all his cavalry, the 
remainder of his foot, and the whole baggage, 
entered into the defiles, which ferved for an out¬ 
let to the enemy’s camp; and, covered by hills 
and bufhes, which the Prince qf Parma knew mar- 
velloufly well how to take advantage of, they faw 
themfelves very foon out of reach of the King’s ar¬ 
my, who were ignorant of all that puffed behind 
the camp. This front of infantry, which had no 
depth, taking the fame route after the others, in 
four and twenty hours all difappeared ; nor was it 
poffible, on account of the ground being full of 
narrow {freights and necks of mountains, to difor- 
der the enemy’s retreat, or to engage with his 
rearguard. 

The Prince of Parma was extremely rejoiced, 
that, without the lead: lofs, he had reached the ve¬ 
ry gates of Rouen. He knew no perfon would be 
hardy enough to attempt to dorm him under the 
walls of this city; his defign, therefore, was to 
ftay there about fix weeks, which was a fufHcient 
time to refrefh his army, and afterwards to march 
back to the Somme by Neuf-Charel, Aumale, St. 
Valery, and Pontdormy; confining all the expedi¬ 
tions of this campaign to the advantage of putting 
this capital, and the I'efi of the cities that kept firm 
to the league, out of a condition to apprehend any 
Thing from the King’s army. Henry penetrated in¬ 
to 
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to this general’s deflgns ; and forbearing obftinately 
to make head again ft an army fo advantageoully 
polled, fuffered the Prince of Parma to enjoy his 
triumph, and laid another fnare for him. He dif- 
banded his whole army, as if it had now become 
ufelefs to him, or as if he had been conftrained to 
it by neceffity. Part of it was difperfed in Arques, 
Dieppe, Gournai, Andely, Gifors, Magny, and o- 
tlier diftant places ; and part had Mante, Meulan, 
and the adjoining places for its quarters: the reft 
he fpread about Pont de 1 * Arche, Evreux, Paffy, 
Vernon, Conches, and Breteuil, and fixed himfelf 
at ; ouviers. This conduct was fufticiently juftified 
by appearances : it would not have been long pof- 
fible to have fubfifted a numerous army, had he 
kept them together ; but by the difpofition of his 
quarters, particularly the laft, where he had diftri- 
buted all his beft troops, and by the promife he 
had exacted from his officers to repair to Pont de 
I* Arche at the firft order, it was eafy for him to 
reunite his army in a fhort time. This reparation, 
he reckoned, would make the Spanilh general per¬ 
fectly fecure, and furnifh him with fome means of 
furprifing him, at leaft in his retreat. 

In effeCt, the Prince of Parma, fearing that 
Rouen, furrounded by fo large an army, would be 
fpeedily famifhed, and to whom it was reprefented 
that there would be no danger in fpreading himfelf ' 
over ihe country, made part of his troops advance 
to Ponteau-demer : D’Hacqueviile delivered up this 
city to him cowardly enough; and the King not 
only feemed to be indifferent about it, but feign¬ 
ed moreover an ignorance of the enemy’s deiign up¬ 
on Caudebec, which greatly annoyed the city of 
Rouen ; and negleCting to fend fupplies to La Garde, 
who was governor of it, fuffered this place to be 
taken. He obferved, with extreme plealure, that 
the enemy, after thefe two conquefts, attracted by 
the conveniency of lodgings and provilions, extend- 
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ed themfelves along the Seine, below Rouen, as far 
as they could. Ihe Spanifh General, however, 
was not without fufpicion offome fecret defign in 
this inadtivity, fo unufual with Henry; and doubt- 
lefs, had he been the foie commander of this ar¬ 
my, he would not have hazarded fo much. But 
he repofed himfelf upon the aflurances of his col¬ 
league, the Duke of Mai'enne, who was then de¬ 
tained in Rouen, by an indifnoiltion, that no mif- 
fortune could befal him ; and he believed it, upon 
a fuppolition that he was better acquainted with the 
Rate and difpolition of the countries. 

The King, finding the enemy contributed of 
themfelves to ferve his deflgns, refolved to haften 
their execution. In lefs than eight days he aflem- 
bled *20,000 foot and 8000 horfe, with whom he 
fpeedily advanced to Varicarville and Fontaine-le^ 
bourg. All the paflages between Rouen and C;m- 
debec he fliut up, and began with revenging him¬ 
felf completely for the taking this place and Ponteau- 
demer, by cutting off from the troops which were 
there all communication with the body of the ar¬ 
my, which put them wholly into his diferetion. 
He afterwards came in perfon with 10,coo foot and 
3000 troopers, to attack, without delay, the ene¬ 
my's vanguard, commanded by the Duke of Guile. 
The furprife into which his fudden arrival threw 
this troop* rendered the conquefl of them eafy. 
The Duke's fquadrons were broke through at the 
flrft onfet, and he was obliged to fly with precipi¬ 
tation towards the body of the battalions, leaving 
with a great number of the {lain, all the baggage, 
which was conflderable, in the power of the van- 
quifher. 

The Prince of Parma, flruck as with a thunder¬ 
bolt at this news, applied himfelf wholly to fecu- 
ring his other quarters, by placing the Duke of 
Guife at Yvetot, and in fortifying the camp, in 
which he lodged his difperfed troops, on all lides. 

He 
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He was defirous of quartering all the army there ; 
but as this camp was too imall to contain it, he 
commanded the reft not to remove far from it, to 
guard their polls with great care, and to keep them- 
ielves very dole. After this precaution, which he 
did not think fufiicient, to lupport all the lodge¬ 
ments fpread around his camp, he polled 3000' 
men in a wood which bounded them, fortified this 
wood all round with intrenchments, and joined it 
by a line of communication with the camp. The 
laft ftep the King had taken made him extremely 
formidable to the Prince of Parma ; but this prince 
thought to efcape him by his great foreiight, and 
diligence in going where-ever his prefence was ne- 
ceffary: he was again miftaken. The next day the 
King ordered the Baron of Biron to attack the 
wood with a body of 8000 infantry, compofed of 
an equal number of Englifh, Dutch, and Germans, 
to animate them by emulation to excel each other, 
and caufed them to be fupported by 600 troopers, 
completely armed The attack lafted three hours; 
at the end of which the wood was carried Thofe 
who defended it, feeing themfelves broke through, 
fled in diforder to the fortified camp, after having 
loft above 800 of their men. Their flight expofed 
the greateft part of the lodgments, particularly that 
of Yvetot, where the Prince of Parma thought he 
had inclofed, as in a place of afylum, the Duke of 
Guife, with the fame vanguard that had been fo 
badly handled already. Henry, as if he had a per- 
fonal hatred to the Duke of Guife, haftened to re¬ 
connoitre the quarter of Yvetot; and judging by the 
alarm, and the confufed cries he heard there, that 
their confternation was not yet over, he fell upon 
this quarter with 400 mufketeerS and 1000 foot, 
armed with piftob and halberts, and attacked it in 
feveral places at once. The Prince of Parma, who 
had not expected fucli rapid execution, faw his whole 
vanguard upon the point of being put to the fword; 

2 and 


ftnd taking counfel only of neceffity, ran thither 
himfelf, and vigoroufly fuftained our efforts, till 
the troops of this whole quarter had gained the 
fortified camp. He loft there 7 or 800 men, al- 
moft all private foldiers. The greateft misfortune 
was, that in this action, wherein he behaved like 
a man who knew as well how to fight as to com¬ 
mand, he received a very dangerous wound in the 
arm 

Night approached before this battle was ended. 
The King, inftead of taking any reft after a day fo 
well improved, employed the night wholly in pre¬ 
paring himfelf for greater advantages. Judging 
therefore, that the enemy’s army, numerous in¬ 
deed, and covered with intrenchments, yet dift 


* The little reliance one can have on the exaftnefs of thefe mili¬ 
tary details which the hiftorians give us, is (hewn particularly in thi?, 
in which I have obfervcd a great many contrad ftions amongft them, 
with regard to the incampmencs, and the number and date of the 
encounters. The author of thefe Memoirs relates all thefe expedi¬ 
tions in fuch a manner, that he fee ms to alio * but three or four days 
for a&ions which could not, and were not, performed in lefs han 
three weeks. He can no otherwife be iufhfied, than by fuppofing 
that he intended to give a flight notion only or this campa'gn. D’Au- 
bigne, either becaufe he was ignorant of the fa£ts, or had no . efign 
to relate them minutely, gives room for the fame rrifiake, s our 
Memoirs, vol, 3. booic 3, c. 15 It is in DeThou, Davila, Matthieu, 
Cayet, and the Memoirs of the league for 1592, that we muft look 
for them 5 although, as I have juft faid, their relations differ in many 
circumftances. According to the Memoirs of the league, which, in 
my op nion, merit moll to be credued, the King defeated the Duke 
of Guii* on the 28th of April, and another body of troops on the 
tft of May $ on the 5'h attacked the fortifications bef re the camp $ 
and on the 10th, at five o'clock in the morning, began the great at¬ 
tack, in which the Prince of Patma received th>s dan^er^us wound, 
vol. 5. De Thou will have it, that it was at the taking ot Caude. 
bee that the Piince of Parrna was wounded, ard hat he did not pafs 
the Seme till the 22d of May. Book 10^. Cave is of the fame 
opinion 5 vol. 2. b.4. p. 82. et feqq. Matthieu blames Henry IV* 
for not taking the Duke of MaYenne prifoner at he fkirmifh of Yve- 
tot, and, with as litt e rea r on, for avoiding a deefiv- ba tle p, IC9- 
The King is by forne others ac.'ufed of bill greater Luhs, in being 
ignorant or rhe P nee of P rma's preparation 1 ) to pafs the river, and 
with n *r knowing how to prevent him, 

Vol. I. * Ii xnayed 
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mayed, ,and half vanquilhed, would keep clofc 
within their camp, where their number would huit 
them more than it could ferye them, he heiitated 
not a moment in undertaking 10 force it. That 
readinefs which governed all the actions of this 
prince, was in him not only the effect of nature, 
but the fruit of reading, in particular the lives of 
Crefir and Scipio, whom he ftudied preferably to 
all the conquerors of antiquity Me drew out in 
the night lix pieces of cannon, which he pointed 
again it the fortification of the camp, that he might 
make ufe of them at the dawn of day. He vifited 
his whole army ; and kept it in fuch a difpofition, 
that it might be drawn out at this hour at the fame 
place, in order of battle. His commands were 
executed with the greateft exa< 5 tnefs : his former 
fuccefFes gave an authority to all his words, that 
mide the molt mutinous docile. 

Here I cannot refufe all my praifes to the Prince 
of Parma for an adlion, which, in my opinion, can 
never be fufficiently admired. His camp was be¬ 
tween Ptouen and Caudebec, at fome diftance from 
the Seine, over which, in all that interval, there 
was not any bridge ; yet the next morning there 
was nothing to be found any longer in this camp. 
All the troops who lay there, if I may fpeak fo, 
heaped one upon another, thofe that were in Cau¬ 
debec, and, in general, all that were fpread about 
the neighbourhood of it, had tranfported them- 
felves to the other fide of the river. Can it ap¬ 
pear otherwife than a fable, or an illufion ? Scarce 
could the King and his army believe their own 
eyes ? 

. The Prince of Parma had forefeen the King’s 
refoiution to attack him in his camp the next day ; 
and he did not doubt, after what had pafied, but 
it would be forced, and his whole army delivered 
up to the mercy of the viftors. A fordght ufe- 
lefs, and only productive of defpair to any other, 

whole 
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whofc prudence had not beforehand provided a re¬ 
source. But, notwithstanding all the Duke of 
Maienne’s representations, he had not delivered 
himfelf up fo entirely to that Security he would have 
infpired him with, as to negledl any means that 
might extricate him from a bad hep, if it Should 
happen that he Should be one day inveigled in a 
country where there were few refources, as on the 
borders of the Seine below Rouen. 

Thefe meafures had been to provide himfelf Se¬ 
cretly with all the boats he could find, which he 
caufed to be brought near Caudebec. It was to 
this precaution, which few generals had been capa¬ 
ble of, that the Pi'ince of Parma owed the Safety 
of his troops, and the preservation of his glory, of 
his reputation, and perhaps of his life. He caufed 
thefe boats to be laid over the river in the night ; 
and notwithstanding the diforder of his camp, and 
the inconvenience arifing from his wound, he gave 
Such good orders, that a bridge was built that very 
night, over which his whole army and baggage pall¬ 
ed Securely. This we received particular informa¬ 
tion of the next day at Caudebec, which furrendered 
as focn as we approached. He only deferves the 
reputation of a confummate warrior, who, before 
a battle, is as cautious as if he was perfuaded he 
Should be conquered, and in it behaves as if he was 
Sure of conquering. 

On the King’s fide, the fir ft moment only was 
loft in Surprife ; all the others were employed in ta¬ 
king Speedy meafures to deprive the Spanifh general 
of part of the fruits of his dexterity. Henry, af¬ 
ter having well confidered his attempt, and remo¬ 
ved all doubts of fuccefs from his own mind, held 
a council of war, and there propofed to pafs his 
army over Pont de PArche, or at Vernon, and 
purfue the enemy without lofs of time. Some of 
us, though indeed a very fmall number, Supported 
this Sentiment as it deferved. If it had been fol- 
I i z lowed. 
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lowed, this campaign had perhaps been the laft of 
the war. But one may fay, that the Prince of Par¬ 
ma, having done more than could have been ex¬ 
pected from humanity, obliged fortune now to come 
over to his fide; for, upon the propofal of march¬ 
ing the army to Pont de l’Arche, a cry was raifed 
in the council, and a kind of general mutiny, as if 
the King had made the moft unreafonable propor¬ 
tion m the world The Catholics, the Proteftanrs, 
and foreigners, feemed to outvie each other in fearch- 
ing for difficulties to oppofe it: they cried, that the 
Prince of Parma’s army, being in a level country, 
might reach the gates of Paris * in four or five days; 
whereas it would be as long before we could even 
gain Pont de 1 ’Arche. They reprefented to the 
King, that the way through which they mull: pafs 
being fiill of forefts, mountains, and defiles, the 
a> my could reach the rendezvous but in fmall divi- 
fions ; and that, although it fhould have time to 
come up with that of the league, the fatigue of fo 
troublefome a march would make* it impoffible for 
them to attack it. In a word, they all treated this 
pionofal, in itfelf fo fenfible, as a defign equally 
ridiculous and chimerical. 

The King, more enraged at the fecret intentions 
of thofe who talked to him in this manner, than 
the purport of their difcourfe, could not hinder 
himielf from replying, with fome bitternefs, that 
all th fe difficulties were only unfurmountable to 
thofe to whom fear, and a diflike of fatigue, made 
them appear fo. He made it evidently appear, that 
they might reach Pont de l’Arche in two days, and 
Vernon in four, from whence they might continu¬ 
ally fend detachments of 4 or 500 hone, to retard 
the Prince of Parma’s march; to which alfo the 

* It is acknowledged by De Thou, that the King might have ftopt 
this aimv, by fending his cavalry to /hut up the pa/Tage to Pont de- 
l’Arche. It very unjuftly, as we find here, that he charges Hen* 
ry IV. with this error* . 
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many obftacles he would meet with would contri¬ 
bute, fuch as the paflage over the river of Eure ; 
Louviers, Palfy, Maintenon, Nogent le Ptoi, and 
Chartres, all being fufficient to oblige him to go 
greatly out of his way : that the enexny had no 
bridge open to them but thofe of Aquigny, Coche- 
rel, berify, and two or three others which lay out 
of their road, and that it would not be impoffible 
to break or burn part of thefe bridges, before the 
enemy arrived. 

Thefe reafons rendered the thing not only plau- 
fible, but palpable ; and it may be laid, that the ge¬ 
neral officers, by refufing to yield to them, relifted 
reafon with full conviction. And this naturally fug- 
gefts two reflections: Firft, how it happened, that 
a prince, who in all his expeditions made ufe of 
mercenaries, picked up here and there, of different 
Countries, manners, religions and interefts, often 
a very fmall number, and always ready to mutiny, 
ihould be able to perform what is related of him in 
his hiftory/ The fecond is, what this prince would 
have done, if, inftead of fuch troops, he had had a 
conflderable number of foldiers under his command, 
docile, united, difeipiined, obedient to his will, con- 
ftantly attached to his perfon, and willing to facri- 
fice their lives for him; in a word, fuch troops as 
thofe conquerors had, who have been fo highly ex¬ 
alted ? If thefe reflections are not made every time 
they offer, it is becaufe there is ground for them in 
every page : and, belides, no one can be ignorant, 
that we fhould judge very ill of merit and abilities 
by the fuccefs, if we did not at the fame time judge 
of the fuccefs by the obftacles. 

It is fcarce poffible to conceive a reafon for that 
invincible obftinacy which the general officers in the 
King’s army difeovered upon this ocealion, in oppo- 
fing fo wife an advice, unlefs it was owing to that 
fame difpolition of minds which I have juft now 
mentioned. If a fmall number of French Proteft> 
V - ants 
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ants be excepted, whofe fidelity was unqueftionable, 
and moft of the Englifh troops, who feemed to act 
ftncerely,. all the reft of the King’s army., Proteft- 
ants, Cotholics, and foreigners, ferved him with¬ 
out affection, often with regret, and perhaps wifhed 
more than they feared that he might fuller fome 
confiderable lois Notwith(landing this difaffeaftion 
to their leader, there were ocbaiions when all thefe 
perfons were as it were forced to fecond him, and 
to do their duty Such had been the attack of the 
Duke of Guife, the encounter at the wood, and the 
battle that followed it. Such would have been the 
attack of the Prince of Parma’s camp, if he had 
waited for us ; for at that time all the King’s ope¬ 
rations, which he knew well how to connect with 
each other, were executed with fuch rapidity, 
that he did not fuffer their courage, when once 
heated, to have time to cool, nor their minds time 
to return to their firft falhion of thinking.. More¬ 
over, the condu<ft of a fmall number of brave men 
is alone fufficient to raife emulation in a whole ar¬ 
my, and force it to follow their example, when 
they are once engaged : but this fiercenefs, and this 
ardor, once abated, their former ideas awakened, 
more ftrongly, and they were fo much the more 
capable of imbittering their minds, as they then 
became fenftble that they had done the very con¬ 
trary of what they intended to do. 

Unhappily the chiefs of the royal army were oc¬ 
cupied in this wicked train of reflection, when the 
King made a motion to purfue the Prince of Par¬ 
ma. The Catholics, who had a little time before 
publicly declared, that they were refolved to with¬ 
draw their aftiftance, if the King did not abjure Cal- 
vinifm, within a certain, term which they preferibed 
to him, and to reunite themfeives with the reft of 
France, there to appoint a King of their own reli¬ 
gion : thefe Catholics, I fay, could not relilh a pro¬ 
ject, which, by making the King mafter of his ene¬ 
mies. 
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mies, would put him into a condition of giving them 
law, inftead of receiving it from them. 

'The Huguenots, who feared this change of reli¬ 
gion as much as the Catholics endeavoured to en¬ 
hance the neceftity of it, took umbrage at every* 
thing, and always thought they were upon the point 
of being lacrificed, lb long as the King did not fa- 
crifice to them that intereft that made him court 
the Catholics. Through an apprehenfion that, by 
exterminating the league, they ihould oniy labour 
for the Catholics again ft th. mfelves, th y the more 
eafily accommodated themfclves to a ftate which 
would at leaft leave the balance even, and render 
them neceffary : and, in cafe the King fliould one 
day forfake their religion, they were refoived to 
take fuch mcafures beforehand, as might make them 
be feared both by the Catholics, and by him whom 
they gave them for a mailer. 

Theie precautions were, to procure fo great a 
number of towns to be yielded to them, to obtain 
fuch favourable edicts, and fo many other afluran¬ 
ees, that the King, although a Catholic, fhould find 
it his policy and his intereft to be well with them. 
It was towards this end that the Duke of Bouiilon, 
who was the principal mover of the party, directed 
all his views, and to which he made the 5 or 600 
German horfe under his command fubfervient. 
On the fiighteft occafion of difeontent, or ratheron 
the firft caprice, they broke into murmurs, and 
threatened as they did then, that they would return 
immediately to Germany. The King, being obliged 
to behave in fuch a manner as to fatisfy equally 
fuch opposite parties, was greatly perp ] exed by his 
endeavours to choak thefe feeds of divider* : he was 
defirous of avoiding an open rupture, or at leaft of 
protracting it, till he fliould be out of danger. It 
was this perplexity that reduced him to compliances 
and proceedings, very prejudicial to the ftate of his 
affairs. 
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There is no labyrinth like this complication of 
interefts which divided the different parties that 
compofed the King's army I have yet but touched 
upon the fmalleft part The Catholics, belides their 
common object, had each of them a particular in- 
tereft, which was, to make Henry purchafe their 
perfonal fervices very dear; and he was convinced,- 
that, without this fatisfacffion, they would not bring 
affairs to a general conclufion. The intereffs of 
the French Calviniffs were not entirely the fame 
with thofe of the foreign Proteftants. There were 
certain times when the Englifh, who alone were 
united, agreed among their.felves, that, in all the 
dangers they were expofcd to, they were actuated 
by a principle of generohty, which, whatever turn 
affairs might take, would bring them no advantage ; 
and, while this reflection employed their minds, 
they would look upon themfelves as madmen, who 
facrificed their lives purely to gratify the paflions of 
foreigners, and demand leave to retire, as they did 
upon this occafion, when they ablolutely refufed to 
engage beyond the Seine, feeing neither any fecu- 
rity nor refource for them in a country fo diftant 
from the fea. To exafperate them more, and to 
ftrengthen their fufpicions, the Catholics feized thofe 
moments to perfuade them, that the King's abjura¬ 
tion was become a point abfolutely neceflary. 

With regard to the other foreigners, who aeffed 
only as they were paid, d’O, and thefe fame Ca¬ 
tholics, had a fecret equally fhort and infallible, and 
they made ufe of it frequently : this was to keep 
the King in want of money. Therefore, when the 
Swifs and German horfe were afked if they would 
purfue the Prince of Parma, they replied only by 
demanding their pay ; protefting, that if it was not 
inftantly given them, they would not pafs the river, 
but to return home, or to engage in the fervice of 
the league. 

Even the Spaniards, the King's declared enemies, 
x had 
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had alfo their intrigues, and took part in this prince's 
affairs. At this very time they made a propofal to 
him, not only to withdraw their troops, but even 
to lend them to him, to ferve him againft the 
league, in a word, to put the crown upon his head, 
provided he would yield Burgundy and Britany to 
them for ever. In order to affift the King to van¬ 
quish thefe Scruples which the making fuch liberality 
might raife in his mind, they recalled to his remem¬ 
brance the example of Francis I. who, they faid, 
in a Situation lefs preffing, had abandoned to them 
the * Sovereignty of Flanders and Artois ; and that 
of Henry II. who had given Spain more towns f 
than were contained in thefe two provinces. The 
King had Sufficient reaSon to believe, that a nego¬ 
tiation So unSeaSonable was a piece of Spaniffi arti¬ 
fice, in the tafte of Hagemau, which tended only 
to create more confufion, and render him SuSpefted 
both by the Proteftants and Catholics ; but, altho’ 
this propofltion had been really fincere, he had a 
motive for rejecting it infinitely Stronger, which was 
the implacable hatred he bore to Spain, and the 
houfe of Auftria. 

At laft, even the league, for Some view or other, 
entered into the resolutions that were in the King’s 
council. Villeroi, Jeannin, Zamet, and others, of¬ 
fered Henry, in the name of the league, to give 
him the crown upon certain conditions. It is very 
difficult to guefs the true motive of this flep: whe- 

* By the treaty which was parted during the imprilbnment of this 
prince at Madr d, Feb. 25. 1526, Francis I. refigned his claim there 
likewife to the duchies of Burgundy aid Mi an, to the kingdom of 
Naples, Sec, j but this treaty was declared null by the States of th« 
kingdom aflembled it Cognac. 

f By the treaty of Cn ateau-Cambrefis, in January 1^59, after the 
battle of St. Quentin, For three cities o ly of Ham, Caielet, and St. 
Quentin, France yi lded to Spain and er allies more han 150 forti¬ 
fied places. The Conftable Montmorency’s ierti ufy of the Duke of 
Guife, and his ea ernefs to be freed from his confinement, made him 
patch up this treaty, 'at which the whole kingdom murmured. 

Vol.I. Kk 
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r her dir^xift at the haughtinefs and infolence of the 
Spaniards, an artifice to procure new lupplies, or a 
defign to alienate the Proreftants front the King. 
The only evidence of the fincerity of this propoii- 
tion, was the very hard conditions that were an¬ 
nexed to it: I ihall Soon have cccafion to expatiate 
upon this fubjech 

'Phe Icaft consequence of this chaos cf views and 
interefis was the Spreading over every afiv.ir an im- 
penetrabie obfeurky, and creating in every mind 
jealouSy and diftruft It is indeed Surprising, that, 
after this, the Protcdants and Catholics could live 
together in the Same camp, without expo ling the 
King to the grief of Seeing them mutiny, or of 
cutting one another’s throats. Thole who in a 
prince Sought what is termed policy, might here 
find ample room to praiSe the prudence of a King 
who kept fo many jarring interefts united, and to 
admire his difeernment in diftinguilhing thofe who 
afted with fidelity towards him : nor ought it to 
paSs unobServed, as afiniftiing Stroke, that So many 
iecret movements prefented to view an ontfide tran¬ 
quil and uniform. Falfehood afilimed all the Sem¬ 
blance of truth, and enmity concealed itfelf under 
the mafic of friendftiip. Thofe who pretended the 
greateft affection to the King, either betrayed him, 
or laboured only to advance their own intereft. 

It would be ufelefs to difiemble, that the Ma- 
rechal de Biron often played tlvis game, either 
through malice at being refufed the government of 
Rouen, or defire of protracting the war*, or a dif- 
pofition that took pleafure in creating over all dif- 
cord and confufion. He was never known to agree 
with the general opinion, or to yield to the King's 
inclinations. He inceflantly ccntradifted, either 

* <( What then, rafcal ! wculr’ft thru fe^d us to plant cabbages for 
“JBiron ? ’ laid this marechal to his fon, who prepofed to him an ex¬ 
pedient to finish the war at one blow. Perehxc, part 2, ibid. 


for 



for tbepleafurs of contradicting, or for that of ob¬ 
liging every one to embrace his opinion. In the 
council, when the queition that has occaiiontd this 
digrellion was debated, he was neither for purfuing 
the enemy, nor for haying in Normandy : he 
thought it was necefiiiry to go before and wait for 
the Prince of Parma on the frontiers of Picardy, 
through which he would be obliged to pafs in his 
return to Flanders A project iingularly chimeri¬ 
cal, which was immediately applauded by the Pro- 
teltants, who were fubjected to all the inclinations 
of this marechal. 

The King few plainly, that all efforts to retain 
fuch dilcontented troops in his fervice would be in 
vain. The campaign was drawing towards an end, 
and a fiege fo long and fatiguing as that of Rouen 
made the foldiers extremely dciirous of repofe. The 
King was refolved to grant it them : he followed 
that maxim, i hat a prince fhould always have the 
appearance of doing voluntarily even what he is 
conitrained to do. He fpoke to the foreigners, who 
wanted to return home, and gave them permifhon. 
Pie diftributed all the money he had am on gif them, 
leaving himfelf without any to fuppiy his moR effen- 
tial expences : and though they were not wholly 
iatisffed in this refpeft, yet they had reafon to be 
plcafcd with the noble manner in which he praifed 
and thanked them for their fervices. As he had 
left Normandy in peace, and (except Ptouen, and a 
few other cities) entirely reduced under his obe¬ 
dience ; and as there was no reafon to apprehend, 
that the army of the league would come thither 
foon, he permitted all the officers of his army, 
as well Catholics as Froteftants, to retire to their 
habitations ; and, to lay the Marechal de Biron un¬ 
der a neccffity of not abandoning him with his Fro- 
teflants, which, after this permiffion, he forefaw 
he would do, he declared, that he would abide by 
his advice, and in a few days would fet forwards to 
K k 2 Picardy ; 
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Picardy; not that he really entered into this ma- 
rechal’s views, but as he had not yet fhewn himfelf 
in that province, nor in Champagne, he thought it 
neceflary to make himfelf known there, and to en¬ 
deavour to conciliate the affections of the people 
towards him. A more fecret motive * contributed 
to favour and confirm this refolution; and Biron, 
who knew and flattered the King’s weakneftes, drew 
from thence his beft reafon. 
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VTTHile the King, with a few Proteftants, pur- 
^ ^ fued the road to Picardy, the Prince of 
Parma loft not a moment in regaining Paris, from 
whence, without any difficulty, he returned to Flan¬ 
ders, but little fatisfied with his campaign, difeon- 
tented to the laft degree with the league and its 
chiefs, and much troubled at a wound which he 
perceived was incurable. 

It is in general and particular hiftories that a de¬ 
tail of all that was performed this year, and the 
preceding, in different places of the kingdom, muft 
be fought for. The attack of St. Dennis f, where 
the Chevalier d’Aumale loft his life; the takingSte- 
nay and Dun, in Lorrain ; the defeat of the Sieur 


* His paffion for Mademoifclle d’Eftrees. He fometimes ftole 
from his arrny to r:o and iee her. He once difguifed himfelf like a 
country-ni 3 n, p 3 ffed thn ugh the mi ft of tl c enemy’s guards, and 
came to her houfc, not v.ithout running the rills, of being taken. 
Notes ttyon the Henriade. 

*J* Claude de Lnrrain, knight of the order of St. John of Jerufalem, 
having furprifed trsis city at the head of a body of tro ps in the fervice 
of the league, De Vie ran and beat him back. The Chevalier d’Au- 
»:a]e was killed in this encounter. 


d’Amblife, 
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d’Ambfife, with the Duke of Bouillon’s J other 
martial exploits, either before or after his marriage; 
the lofs of the battle of Cr on * ; the defeat of the 
Sieur de la Guerche, and the blockade of Poitiers, 
are the principal actions, to which an infinite num¬ 
ber of others in Provence, Dauphine, and Poitou, 
may be added. From the departure of the Prince 
of Parma, to the negotiations which preceded the 
King’s coronation, many things happened worthy 
of remark, and may likewile be-found there. Ihave, 
in another place, juftified my filence in all thefe re- 
fpe£t$, and the liberty I allow myfelf of fpecifying 
only the moft important fa£ts; among which are 
thofe that regard the Count of Soifions, and the 
Duke of Kpernon ; and even upon thefe the narra¬ 
tion I have juft made has not permitted me to ex¬ 
patiate. 

The Count of Soifions, after having abandoned 
the King’s party, and been at open variance with 
him at Bearn, hill retained hopes of marrying the 
Princess, his fitter, of whofe affedlions he always 
remained matter By the death of Henry III. to 
whom he had laft attached himfelf, he was left in 
the King’s army, whom he ferved without attention, 


X The Du e of Bouillon trok Srenay the ttme day tint his nup¬ 
tials were celebra ed. African us d’ Ar.glure d’Amblife, general of the; 
troops of Lorrain, coming in attack Beaumont in Argonne, a city 
thiee leagues from Sedan, which the Duke of Bouillon had taken from 
the Duke of Lorrain, Bouillon defeated his troops under the walls of 
the place, and D’Amblife was flain. 

* This battle was fought before the city of Craon in Anjou, which 
was then befiegerl by the rovalift troops; they were com poll'd of 
French, Enghfh, and Germans, to the number of 7 or ?oco men. 
commanded by the Duke of Montpcnfier, the Prince of Corny, the 
Duke of Damville, &c. who were defeatea by the Duke of Mer¬ 
cosur, at the head of the Spanifh troops, and thofe of the league. A- 
bout the fame time, George de la Villcquier, Vifcount de la Guerche, 
attempting to pafs the Vienne, a river in Poitou, was defeated at the 
head of a fmall body of troops of the league, and himfelf drowned in 
the river. See a relation of the blocade of Poitiers, and the feveral 
fkirmi/hes before this city, in d’Aubigne, vol. 3. book 3. c. 11. For 
all thefe expeditions conlult like wife the biltorians above cited. 
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And only till he had reiblvecl upon fome new pro¬ 
ject, or till fome occafion favourable to his love pi e- 
lented id elf. He thought he found one in the liege 
of Rouen, an enterprife, in his opinion, of too 
much importance to airord the King lcifure to oc- 
cupy hitnfelf in other affairs. He feigned a journey 
to Nogent, and, healing away from the camp, 
went fecretly, and with the utmoh expedition, to 
Bearn, in order to accomplish his marriage there 
unknown to Henry. But lie was one of thofe per- 
fons whofe moh inconsiderable actions were ftridtly 
obierved by the King. This prince penetrating in¬ 
to the Count’s deligns, fent fucli orders there, that 
the Count, upon his arrival at Bearn, found the 
Princefs Catharine indeed in the moh favourable dif- 
pofitions towards him, and fome fay that Ihe had 
herfelr folicited him to take this journey : but it 
was quite otherwife with the council, which the 
King had eftabiillied, in his abfencc, to condudt this 
province. The Sieur cle Pangeas, who was at the 
head of this council, made head againfthim, fhewed 
him the orders he had received from the King, rai- 
fed the country upon him, and obliged him at la ft 
to return to France, with the difgrace of having 
failed in his attempt; for which the Count cculd 
take no other vengeance cn Pangeas, than by throw¬ 
ing him down a ftair-cafe one day, when he met 
him in the King’s apartments at Pontoife. 

By ail theft* Strokes the Count of Soifton’s cha¬ 
racter may be ealily underftood; to liniih the pic¬ 
ture, let it be added, that there never was a more 
blind or more boundlefs ambition. To him all new 
events appeared as lo many fteps whereby to arrive 
at his ends, and engaged him in new meafures, 
which threw him at io much the greater didance 
trom them, as he imagined he approached nearer. 
He himfelf knew not well the object his withes aim¬ 
ed at; reftlefs, uneafy, and jealous, his ambition 
was fed by every thing, and drew advantage trom 

nothing. 
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nothing. Nature had given him qualities quite con¬ 
trary to thofe of the King ; he refembled him nei¬ 
ther in humour nor manners. The King -was open 
and frank ; the Count of boifibns, lo a mind natu¬ 
rally dry and improvident, added an efie&ual phlegm, 
and all that is defpicabie in difiimulation. He en¬ 
deavoured to impofe upon the world an afTumed fe- 
rioutnefs for an air of grandeur; laboured to appear 
impenetrable, and mii'took the frozen countenance 
which falle gravity wears for refpecL Pomp and 
apparel was perfectly his tafte : in a word, ambi¬ 
tion had taken pofTeffion cf his heart, and his whole 
exterior conduct was made up of ceremonials and 
formality. The near affinity this character bore to 
that of the Spaniards in general, was perhaps the 
iburce of that antipathy the King conceived for 
him, and which he could never furmount. 

As for the Duke of Lpernon *, ambition was not 

his 


* John Lewis de Nogaret de !a Valette, Duke of Fpernon, Colo¬ 
nel-General of Franre, Governor of Ginenne, Metz, and the county 
of Meffin. lie died in 1C42, aged S 5 years $ and, as the author of 
his life obferves, he was the oldeft duke and peer of France, ihe ol- 
deft officer of the crown, general of an army, governor of a province, 
knight of any order, and counfellcr of ftare, and almoftthe oldeft: 
man of rank in Lis time. He was called ihe <e King’s wardrobe, be¬ 
came of the great number of polls which he poflefled in this prince’s 
houfehold. There is recorded a very fine anfwer of his to Henry IV. 
who one day, in anger, reproached him with not loving him. The 
Duke of Epeinor, fays his hiftorian, without being furpri'ed 2t the 
King’s rage, anfwered cooly, but with great gravity, ** Sire, your 
“ Majefty has no: a more faithful femur than rnyfelf in the king- 
(( dom : I would rathtr die, than fail in the leaf! part of my duty to 
<c you ; but, Sire, as for fiiendftiip, your Majefty well knows that is 
,£ only to be acquired by friendship.” Tne King, who equally knew 
how to admire great actions, and fpeeches of this kind, converted all 
his indignation into efteem, &c. Life of the Duke of Eperncn, 
p. 225. The character wiiich is here g ven of him by ihe Duke of 
Sully, i* rather loo disadvantageous; however, it would not be eafy 
to reture v\hat he fays. All the hiftorians agree with him, in char¬ 
ging the Duke cf Epcrnon with a boundlels ambition : and his eor- 
refpondeuce with Spain is proved by feveral letters of the Cardinal 
d’Offat. As for his extradfion, <£ Patrem,” fays Bufoequius, “ ha. 
buit hello egregium, avum tabelllonem live nctaiium.” Epift. 17. 

On 
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his only and predominant paflzons; he was likewifc 
actuated by an unconquerable pride; an info- 
lence, or rather a natural ferocity, which lhewed 
itlelf at the hr ft inftant. Ambition, ’tis faid, 
make ufe of various methods to a'ccomplifh its de- 
iigns. Epernon, upon this footing, could not be 
an ambitious man ; for he knew only one way, 
which was that haughtinefs by which he expected 
to carry all before him. In a word, ambition was, 
in him, but a natural love of independence, infpired 
by hirdnefs of heart, inifanthropy, and a prefump- 
tion that made him confider hiinfelf above conde- 
ficenfion and recompenfe. He hated the King, be- 
caufe he hated the whole world; and, without 
doubt, there were many moments when he was not 
too well finished with himfelf. A conftant difobe- 
tiience to his fuperiors, an ungainly intercourfe with 
his equals, and a cruel and unfupportable conduct 
towards his inferiors, make up the reft of this cha¬ 
racter. 

Epernon, finding that his enterprifes had not the 
fuccefs his pride had promifed him, was obliged to 
alter his behaviour, and fometimes, though but fel- 
dom, behaved courteoufly to thofe whom he 
might have occafion for; but even his very carefies 
(if that phrafe may be allowed when fpeaking of him) 
had a fort of fpleen and contempt in them : fo that 
if he hated the world, he was equally hated by it: 
no one ferved him from any other motive than 
fear, which was the caufe that, with great difpo- 
litions for war, and in afituation which might have 
made them ufeful, he ruined his affairs. Provence 
and Dauphine held for him, and for La-Valette his 
brother. Thefe provinces, whofe governor, be- 


On the contrary, according to Father Vaiflette, he defcended from 
V/illiam de Nogarer, famous for his quarrels with the Pope in the 
reigq cf Philip le Bel. Confult likewile our genealogifts. 
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fore him, had been the grand prior *, the natural 
brother of their three laft Kings, defpifed him firft 
for his extraftion, and hated him after for his cru¬ 
elty. They were rejoiced when Epernon (who, 
when Henry III; was living, would not remove far 
from the court) fent them La-Valette in his ftead, 
who made himfelf agreeable to Provence, and fer- 
ved the King with fidelity, Henry III. becoming 
acquainted with the true character of his favourite, 
began to be apprelienfive of him himlelf; he dis¬ 
graced Epernon, and had thoughts even of putting 
him under an arreft at Angouleme. La-Valette, 
on this occafion loft his government ; but all was 
reftored to him after the murder of the Duke of 
Guife, which laid Henry III. under the neceffity of 
ftrengthening himfelf with every one whom he could 
engage in his party, at any price whatever. After 
the death of this prince, Epernon, whofe vanity 
would not fuffer him to obey the King of Navarre, 
quitted him at Pontoife, notwitliftanding all the in- 
ftances he made him by iV’efT. de Bellegarde and 
Roquelaure to return, and all the prayers he himfelf 
employed. To oppofe a King was a circumftance 
too flattering to his pride, and in his government 
of Provence he forgot nothing that might contri¬ 
bute to it. He was the firft amongft the nobility 
to fign the King of Navarre’s exclusion from the 
crown. It will not be rafh to judge, by Epernon, 
of the fincerity of this motive of religion, with 
which it was then ordinary to cloak themfelves, in 
withdrawing from lawful authority. 

The remainder of the Duke ofEpernon’s hiftory 
will give a fuperficial knowledge of the affairs of the 
provinces in the fouth of France He there expe¬ 
rienced great reverfes : the two brothers aflifting 
each other mutually, were often worfted, and could 
not prevent three or four confiderable parties from 

* Henry, Count cT Angouleme, fon of Henry II. and of- Li- 

vingfton, a Scotch lady, 

Vol.I. LI being 


266 MEMOIRS Book V. 

being formed in Dauphine and Provence, which 
oppoled them there, without reckoning one in each 
of the great towns, which endeavoured to make 
themfelves independent. The Duke of Savoy, and 
the Duke of Nemours his brother, carried on in¬ 
trigues there ; and their party became very power¬ 
ful, after the King of Spain had permitted the Duke 
of Savoy, who was his fon-indaw, and whom he 
vigoroufly fupporred, to be acknowledged Count of 
Provence, and hold this fief of his crown. In the 
midlf of their fuceeffes, thefe two princes met with 
a formidable adverfary, that flopped them in their 
career, and reduced their party to ineffectual me¬ 
naces. This was Lefdiguieres, remarkable for hi3 
valour and good fortune againff the Duke of Savoy. 
He always continued faithful to the King, and could 
never be reproached with having appropriated to 
himfelf the fruits of his aefions, nor of having co¬ 
veted the fovereignty of Dauphine. Perhaps he only 
wifhed that the King might long have occafion for 
his alffflance, and never come into this province, 
Meff. de Montmorency and cTOrnano gave much 
ilrength to this party. The others were formed by 
the Duke of Joyeufe, the Countefs of Sault, and 
the Count of Carces, with the Sieur de Vins. 
Lewis d ? Aix and Cajoux, Lignv, Martinengue, and 
many others, raifed tumults there, and filled thefe 
countries with diviilon and carnage ; but their fac¬ 
tion did not yet extend itfelf beyond the bounds of 
one city. La-Valette was hardly able to fupport 
himfelf longer in Dauphine, when he was flain at 
the fiege of a little inconhderable town. The Duke 
of Epernon immediately invaded this government: 
for form’s fake, he demanded latters-patent for it 
from the King, who durft not refufe them to him ; 
but upon this, inftead of quelling all thefe different 
parties, he went thither only to make a new one, 
upon which the King had as little reaibn to depend 
as upon any of the others. One may judge of this; 
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by what pafled at the fiege of Villemur, the only 
a&ion which I fhall particularife from memoirs, the 
authenticity of which I can warrant. 

The Duke of Joyeufe, a zealous partizan of the 
league in Languedoc, having drawn together 5 or 
6000 foot and 8 or 900 horfe,in the neighbourhood 
of Touloufe, advanced with them on the 1 5th of 
June, in the year 1592, towards Mountauban, pil¬ 
laged the little villages, and the flat countries, and, 
after exercifing all the cruelties which palled as 
common in tkofe miferable times, came and laid 
fiege to Villemur. 

The Sieur d’Ariat, from whom I give this detail, 
and the citizens of Villemur, had recourfe to The- 
mines, who commanded for the King in that pro¬ 
vince, and intreated him to come immediately, with 
powerful fupplies, to their affiftance. Themines, 
knowing he was not ftrong enough, addrefTed him- 
felf to the Duke of Epernon; and while he waited 
for the reinforcement the Duke pro mi fed to give 
him, fent a detachment of final! bodies of cavalry 
and foot, which got into Villemur with great diffi¬ 
culty, the troopers on foot, becanfe their horfes 
could be of no ufe to them, the city was fo clofely 
invironed. Joyeufe was feverely punifhed for the 
error he was guilty of there, as we fhall fee pre- 
fently. This error was the attacking the town 
itfelf, inftead of beginning with the caffle, which, 
although much ftronger in appearance, was in rea¬ 
lity the weakeft Doubtlefs he was not fufficiently 
acquainted with the place, or had a defign to make 
ufe of the magazines of corn, and other ammuni¬ 
tions, of which he knew the city was full. 

Epernon fent indeed a confiderable body of troops; 
but as he had given them orders to a£t but faintly, 
and, above all, not to run the ri£k of fighting thefe 
troops, altho’ upon their arrival they made a very 
great noife, minded nothing but recreation, aban¬ 
doned their pofts, and, by their bad example, did 
L 1 2 more 
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more harm than good to the other royalift foldiers. 
Joyeufe, who did not want courage, efpecially when 
he was to a£t in perfon, finding the occafion favour¬ 
able, and perhaps doubtful of the Duke of Eper- 
non’s defigns, fell upon his foldiers, furprifed them, 
and would have made a great {laughter, if Themines 
had not run thither time enough to fave the re¬ 
mainder ; he could riot, however, prevent 7 or. 
800 from being fiain. There needed no more to 
make Epernon recall them abfolutely *. Themines 
afterwards ftrongly folicited both him and the Ma- 
rechal de Matignon for afiiftance, but in vain ; and 
all he could do was, to throw himfelf into Villemur, 
with d’Ariat, 250 arquebufiers, and about ico or 
120 troopers, to fupport the befieged, whom Joy- 
eufe prefled more vigoroufly than before. He obli¬ 
ged Reiner, who was Lord of it, but who was 
grown too infirm to perform the duties of a go¬ 
vernor upon this occafion, to go out, and refolved 
to defend himfelf there till the lafi: extremity, be¬ 
ing afliired, that the King, to whom he imparted 
his lituation, would not fuffer him to perifh. 

In effect, this prince wrote inftantly to the Dukes 
de Montmorency and Epernon, to fend him fup- 
plies. This lafi:, accuftomed to difobey, gave no 
attention to this order; but Montmorency lent him 
Lecques andChambaut, with fome brave Proteftant 
troops. Thefe were ftill too few in number to op- 
pofe the army of Joyeufe, lately reinforced by the 
inhabitants of Touloufe. Lecques and Chambaut, 
therefore, had recourfe to Meflilac, lieutenant for 
the King in Auvergne, and to the Vifcount de Gour- 

* All this is fo poiitive, that it may balance the authority of Da 
Thou, who mentions this fact very favourably for the Duke of Eper¬ 
non, and that of the author of this Duke's life, who maintains, that 
his foldiers drove thofe belonging to the league from Villemur, and 
put this place into a ftate of defence, p, 134. The Chron, Noveu. 
agrees here with our Memoirs, b. 4. p. 63. as likewife the Memoirs 
of the league, vol. 5. 
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don, as remarkable for his courage and fidelity, as 
for his deformity. Thefe two officers marched im¬ 
mediately to the affiftance of Villemur, with 800 
arquebufiers and 280 horfe. Joyeufe fent to offer 
them battle, which they refufed, warned by the 
misfortune which had happened to Epernon’s 
troops, and occupied only about their object. Af¬ 
ter this refufal, the beliegers cavalry, who found 
themfelves too much ffraitened in their lines, de¬ 
manded permiffion of Joyeufe to remove into the 
neighbouring villages ; which this general granted 
with difficulty, and contrary to the opinions of the 
Sieurs d’Onous and Montberaut. He obliged the 
officers to give their words, that, upon the firft 
iignal which ffiould be made them, they Ihould re¬ 
turn to the camp without lofs of time. 

Meffilac, Lecques, and Chambaut, perceiving that 
this removal of the cavalry had extremely weakened 
the army of the befiegers, divided their whole foot 
into four bands, to each of which they added fifty 
troopers, whom they caufed todifmount. A regi¬ 
ment of 800 men was drawn up in battalia, within 
view of the intrenchments, with orders to charge 
on a certain Iignal. Four hundred men attacked the 
firfi: intrenchment, and were fupported by the four 
troops. The guard there ufually confifted of no 
more than 200 foot; but Joyeufe, who had fpies 
amongft us, being advertifed of the attack a few 
moments beforehand, fent thither 400 men more, 
and at the fame time made the cannon fire three 
times, which was the fignal agreed upon with his 
cavalry. It happened, that either through flacknefs 
in obeying on their fide, or eagernefs on that of 
the Proteftants, this cavalry did not come up tiR 
after the action was begun. Our men advanced be¬ 
fore funrife, and falling upon the firfi; intrench¬ 
ment, laid 100 of thofe who defended it dead upon 
the ground; the reft fled towards the fecond in¬ 
trenchment, and carrying thither their only fears. 
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this, though much better than the firft, was forced 
in the fame manner, and with a confiderable lofs. 

Themines beholding all within the walls, fecond- 
ed the affailants, and made fo feafonable a fally, 
that he completed the rout of the befiegers. Their 
cavalry (hewed themfelves that moment at the head 
of the camp; but, inftead of putting a ftop to the 
diforder, they no fooner perceived the 8co men, 
which compofed the body of reierve, with 300 
horfe pufiling againft them, than they followed the 
motion of the reft of the army, and fought for 
their fafety in flight. Fear increafing every moment, 
it foon became a general rout, which it was not pof- 
fible for Joyeufe to prevent. Dragged along him- 
felf with the fugitives, he gained a bridge of planks 
and ropes which he had ordered to be thrown over 
the Tarn. The number of thofe who haftened 
thither, on this fide, overcharging this bridge, it 
funk under Joyeufe, and he and all that were with 
him were fwallowed up in the river. Fear had fo 
blinded the reft of the troops, that, ftill imagining 
they faw a bridge where none n ow was, they plun¬ 
ged into the waves where it had flood. More than 
3000 foot and 400 horfe perifhed on this occafion, 
cither by the fword or the water. An enormous 
lofs for an army fo inconfiderable ; whereas the 
royalifts did not lofe thirty men. The citizens of 
Villemur beheld this aftonifhing fpe£tacle from the 
top of their walls, with a joy mingled with furprife 
and horror; which made them compare an effeft 
of fear, which had the appearanc of a prodigy, 
with that which the facred hiftory relates of the E- 
gyptians at the paflage of the Red-fea. But it is 
time to return to the King. 

This Prince went into Picardy, and, in order to 
give occupation to his troops, fent the Marechal de 
Biron to beliegc Epernai. The fiegewas long and 

obftinate; 
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obftinate; Biron was flain there by a cannon-ball*. 
And if the King, who during this time flaid at 
Compeigne, had not determined to fhew liimfelf 
before this city, they would have found a difficulty 
in taking it. He defeated a powerful fupply which 
endeavoured to throw itfelf into the place, and ob¬ 
liged it at lafl to furrender. 

His funds failing him abfolutely, he was obliged, 
after this expedition, to difband all the remainder 
of foreign troops. He continued fome time longer 
in his quarters, upon the report that was fpread, 
that the Prince of Parma was to return, for the 
third time, into France, to execute the great pro* 
jedts he had formed againff the King. The death 
of this brave general f happened very fortunately 
to remove the difquietude of Henry, who faw him- 
felf not in a condition to refill fuch an enemy. 
The Spanifh army, having loll its chief, difperfed. 
The time that was taken up in appointing his fuc- 
ceffor, gave the King leifure to breathe again; he 
drew near to Paris, and thought of nothing but 
availing himfelf of the Spaniards removal. 


* Which took off his head. He was almoft as famous for his 
learning as his abilites in war. De Thou grea ly regrets the lofs wc 
have had of his Commentaries. He commanded in chief in fevers 
battles, and eveiy wound he received in thefe battles made a fear. 
He was godfather to Cardinal de Richelieu, uho was named after 
him. The city of Gontaut, in Agenois, gave its name to this 
family, See the panegyric of this Marechal in Brantome, vol. 3. 

•f* At Arras in the abbey of St. Vaaff The Spaniards were ac- 
cufed of having poifoned him through jealoufy, but the wound he re¬ 
ceived in Noimandy the year before, joined to the bad make of his 
body, was the only caufe of his death, as was acknowledged when 
he was opened. Cayet, ib. 90. See in De Thou, book 104. a 
panegyric on his great qualities. His body u.as carried through Lor- 
rain to Italy, attended by 160 horfe, caparifoned in black. He was 
no more than 48 years of age. He complained of being twice poi¬ 
foned by the Spaniards, if we may believe D’Aubigne, who affu tea 
us that the Italians were fo ftrongly perfuad^.d of it, that from 
that time they could never endure the Spaniard , vol. 3. b. 3. c. 28. 
And th.s alfo is the opinion ot Ecrgars, book 49. 
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I did not attend the King in his journey to Pi¬ 
cardy. I went to Marne, where finding Madamde 
Chateaupers in a difpofition favourable to my love; 
I married this lady, and our nuptials were cele¬ 
brated the fame day that the Prince of Parma 
with his army, palled through Houdan. 

To confefs the truth, the King’s politics were not 
to my tafle. I law with uneafinefs, that the exi¬ 
gency of his affairs laid him under the neceflitv of 
complying with every defire of the Catholics of his 
party, and that all the Proteflants remained with¬ 
out recompenfe, and were altogether neglected,* 
efpecially fince the departure of the foreign troops, 
which gave their rivals all advantages over them. 
I had, in particular, often experienced the eftedls 
of their hatred or jealouiy, from whence I conclu¬ 
ded, that all the roads to fortune were fliut againfl 
me for ever. I was likewife difgufted with the 
King’s behaviour towards me ; his coldnefs, tho’ 
I knew it to be feigned, had fuch an appearance of 
a total eftrangement, that I determined to quit war, 
and retire to my eftate, there to live far from bu- 
hnefs, and the tumult of life. 

The event jufHfied the King’s prudence, and I 
was the firft to come over to his opinion, and to 
give him advice very oppofite to my firft fenti- 
ments; but then I law all things with other eyes. 
The reflection on all that the Proteflants and my- 
felf had to fuffer; the little confideration I appear¬ 
ed to be then of, and fomewhat of that general dif- 


* This could not be but the 23d or 24th of May, as the Prince 
of Parma did not pafs the Seine till the night of the 21ft or 22d of 
that month. There mud therefore be a mirtake either in tne New 
journal of Henry III. printed in 1720, (where, in p. 271. the Duke 
of Sullv’s marriage is obferved to be celebrated on the i8th), or in 
the M< moirs of Sully, The Baron de Rofny’s fecond wife was called 
Rachel de Cochefiiet, daughter of James Lord of Vaucela*, and of 
Mary d’Aibalefte. She was firft married to Francis Huraut, Lord 
of Chateaupers, and Marais, who died in 1590. She died after the 
D«ke of Sully, in 1659, aged 93 years. 

2 pofitiori 
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pofition of mind which always dictates the intereft 
of religion, formed all my refolutions, and were 
the foundation of a fyfteni which I built for the 
King, and which at that time feemed to me to be 
the only one reafonable. I would have had this 
prince doing juftice to thofe who had ferved him 
with zeal and affeflion, to have refuled all other 
affiftance, and caff: himfelf entirely in their arms. 

I was perfuaded, that after fuch an open declara¬ 
tion of his dependence upon the Proteilants, Eng- 
land, Holland, and all the Proteftant powers in 
Europe, would exert themfelves fo effe&ually in his 
favour, that they would foon, without any obligation 
to the Catholics, feat him upon the throne. 

In this, as in every thing elfe, the King’s under¬ 
loading was greatly fuperior to mine. He knew, 
from the firft inftant, that a kingdom, like France, 
was not to be gained by foreign hands ; and al¬ 
though it had appeared even poflible, yet it was the 
hearts of the french, rather than their crown, that 
this good prince fought to conquer And he would 
have thought the rewards which, on that occafion, 
he fhould be obliged to bellow upon the authors of 
his elevation, to their prejudice, to have been of 
incroachment upon their lawful right. 

My laft motive for retiring was, that a little after 
I arrived at Mante, the wounds in my mouth and 
neck, which I had received in that unfortunate ren¬ 
counter at Chartres, opened again, and obliged me 
to go to Rofny to be radically cured, to prevent the 
fatal confequences which generally attend wounds 
of that nature. I continued there fome time: after 
a life fo tumultuous as that which till this moment 
1 had led, 1 tailed the pure pleafure that a retired 
life offers to thofe who are devoid of ambition. I 
amufed myfelf alfo in writing the events, varied by 
good and bad fortune, to which I had been expo- 
fed for twenty years. 

Vol.I. M m 
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Buhy, the King’s lieutenant in the Vexin, came 
one day to viilt me, and informed me, that the 
King had written to all the governors to draw to¬ 
gether all the troops they were able, and to come 
ipeedily to his affifbmce : for it was about this time 
that they were in the fulleft expe&ation of the Prince 
of Parma’s return into France; and Buhy, therefore, 
alked me, if I would not, upon this occafion, do as 
others. This queftion recalled the remembrance of 
the many governments which I had requefted, and 
had been denied to me; and laftly, the poll: of one 
of the King’s lieutenants, which the Duke of Ne- 
vers and the Catholics had hindered me from ob¬ 
taining, in a haughty and infulting manner. I an- 
fwered this officer, with feme emotion, that if the 
King had had any occalion for my fervice, he 
would have done me the honour to write me. Buhy 
found fomething of anger in my reply, and, like a 
good courtier, exaggerated it, when he repeated it 
to the King, and gave liim to underhand, that he 
ought no longer to have any dependence on me, 
for I had refolved to fpend the relf of my days in 
the country. This circumftance was altogether of 
his own invention; for 1 did not^efteem Buhy lb 
much as to make him the confident of my fecrets. 
44 His humour then is greatly altered,” replied the 
King immediately, “ for he never failed to be pre- 
41 lent on luch occafions as are now approaching. 
44 Although he excufes himfelf on account of his 
44 wounds, I know well what detains him ; he is 
44 offended with me, and with fome reafon. He 
44 would play the philofopher for the future ; but 
44 when 1 lee him, I ihall be able to make all up 
44 again ; for I know him.” 

This converfaticn palled in the prefence of the 
Trelldent Seguier, who dined with me fome time 
after, and related it to me. Having freely poured 
my heart into the bofom of this great magiftrate, 
whom I knew to be equally a good friend, an ho- 

neft 
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ncft man, and an excellent politician, he anfwered 
me in thefe words, which 1 {hall never forget, he- 
caufe they hr ft began to open my eyes, and to cure 
me of my fir ft way of thinking “ Sir, you ap- 
“ pear to me to be a little in anger. We live in a 
“ time when tranquillity is very difficult to acquire. 
“ The wifeft amongft us are filent, and patient, in 
“ hopes of a better age; and the Xing is fo good, 
“ and fo wife, that God has deftined him to be 
“ our reftorer.” 

From that moment, finding no other inconve- 
niency from my wound, than a little difficulty in 
pronunciation, I began again to ride, and followed 
by fome fifty horfe, I made excurfions over the great 
road of Verneuil and Dreux to Paris, in order to 
refume my former occupation, which I perceived 
was again likely wholly to ingrofs me. In the fe- 
cond of thefe journeys, one day when I was riding 
towards Dreux, between the villages of Marollcs 
and Gouflainville, I met ten or twelve men on foot, 
who, the moment they faw us, ftruck inro the 
woods with which that country abounds. I follow¬ 
ed them immediately^ and made two of them be 
feized, who-had i\ot quitted the great road. Thefe 
were peafants who were returning from Paris, whi¬ 
ther they had been to fell their poultry. I alked 
them fome queftions, and they anfwered me very 
ingenuoufly; they told, that it was their cuftom to 
travel in the night, to avoid the inconveniencies 
they were expofed to in thofe roads in the day ; but 
that they had taken courage this once, having nine 
or ten perfons in their company, among whom they 
faid two or three were domeftics belonging to Mefl. 
de Mercosur, de Medavy, and dc Vieux-Pont. 

There needed no more to make me purfue thefe 
three men, whofe myfterious journey excited my 
curioflty. It was impcffible to overtake them ; my 
people could only feize two others of thofe that 
were of Verneuil, from whom finding J could draw 
,' M m 2 nothing 
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nothing by threatenings, I made ufe of another me T 
thod I gave them four crowns, and promifed them 
more, if they would tell me all they knew concern¬ 
ing thefe three domeftics. They dellred me to fol¬ 
low them, and led me dire&ly to a large hollow 
oak, furrounded with thickets, where they told me 
thefe iervants had lfopped, and put fome papers 
which they had about them into the trunk of this - 
tree : in effect, I found there two tin boxes, and a 
ticking fack, which ieemed to me to be full. I was 
confoled for the meflengers efcape : and after fatis- 
fying the two men, 1 returned to Rofny, very im¬ 
patient to open my packets. 

They appeared to be fuch as I wifhed. In the 
lirfb I found commiflions from the Duke of Mai- 
enne to levy foldiers, feveral letters written in cy¬ 
phers, in this general’s own hand, to the Duke of 
Mcerceur : but pieces more important foon enga¬ 
ged all my attention; they related to the third par¬ 
ty, which was then beginning to he talked of, and 
among thefe I found two memorials that feemed to 
be of the utmoft confequence. The firfc was a me¬ 
morial of the demands which the President Jeannin 
made upon Spain, in the name of the Duke of 
Mai'enne, and the fecond contained the anfwer gi¬ 
ven to thefe conditions by the Archduke Erne ft for 
the King of opain. All the reflections imaginable 
could not throw fuch light upon the Duke of Mai- 
enne’s deflgns, the fpirit of the league, and the po¬ 
litics of Spain, as the contents of thefe two pieces: 
of which it will not be difagreeable to prefent the 
reader an extraCL 

The Duke of Mai'enne fubmitted the league to the 
Pope, and put it under the King of Spain’s protec¬ 
tion, upon the following conditions, which regard¬ 
ed the party in general, as well as himfelf in parti¬ 
cular. Firft. That the King of Spain Ihould fur- 
nifti and maintain, in the fervice of the league, an 
army of 16,000 foot and 3000 horfe; in which ar¬ 
my 
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my there fhould be 2000 foot and qco troopers all 
French, of whom he, the Duke of Maienne, was 
to have the abfolute difpofal, befides 4000 foot 
more, and 500 horfe, French likewife, who were 
to continue near his perfon only, and to be main¬ 
tained by Spain : That the number of thefe troops 
fhould be augmented as occafion required, but this 
without ftipulation, and only in the way of favour: 
That the Duke of Maienne Ihould have the chief 
command of thefe troops, and thofe of all the party, 
with the title of Lieutenant-General of the crown, 
till a King of France was elected : That this elec¬ 
tion Ihould be made in a general conference ; by 
which exprefllon they certainly meant the itates of 
the kingdom : That till this election was made and 
accepted, the penfion which Spain already paid to 
the general fhould be augmented to as much more, 
that is, from 30,000 livres a-month to 60,coo, be¬ 
fides 100,000 crowns which he ihould receive im¬ 
mediately, and ico,ooo livres after the ratification 
of the treaty ; in expectation of which, they fhould 
begin, by putting him in a£tual pofTefhon of Bur¬ 
gundy : That after the nomination of the future 
King, the Duke of Maienne Ihould be continued 
in the government of the flate, with the title of 
Lieutenant-General;- and that then, and not before, 
he fhould yield up the city of Soiffons to the Spa¬ 
niards, becaufe it was at prefent the only place of 
fecurity he had for liimfelf in France: That if he 
found unlurmountable obftacles, either in the elec¬ 
tion of a future King, probably from the King of 
Navarre, or in the invafion and keeping of Bur¬ 
gundy for the Duke of Maienne, the King of Spain 
fhould make the Duke amends for this lofs, by an 
annual penfion of 300*000 livres, for the pofTeflions 
he might lofe in France ; which penfion fhould ne¬ 
ver be lefTened or taken away, whatever agreement 
might be made between the King of Spain and the 
acknowledged King of France, but fhould pals to 

his 
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his heirs for ever. It was moreover ftipulated, 
that Spain fbould cancel all the Duke of Mai'enne’s 
debts, or thofe of the King elected with the con- 
fent of this crown, if he was a native of France: 
That they fhould give fuitable fadsfadtion to the 
other principal officers of the league. They were 
not expreiTed, either becaufe the Duke of Maienne 
was Ids folicitous about the interefts of others than 
about his own, or that he thought -this article would 
be eafily fettled, becaufc, if money was wanting, the 
lords mght be lacisiied with penhons, dignities, or 
governments. 

Such were the demands of the chief of the league, 
in which, as we have feen, he was not forgotten. 
For all this, he ofleied the King of Spain, (befides 
the crown, which, although he was not mentioned, 
could onlv be defigned for a prince of the houfe of 
Auftria, flnee the Duke of Maienne feemed to ex¬ 
clude himfelf)., he 1 fibred, l fay, a certain number 
of towns, for whofc names, as well as that of the 
future King, blanks were left ; thofe that Spain 
might take being to be reftored to the French Ca¬ 
tholics, under the protection of the King of Spain 
and the Duke of Maienne. All was calculated for 
the fecuritv and caution of Spain, till the election 
of a King, without any further explanation ; which 
proves alfo, that they thought this election would 
fufficientiy indemnify this crown ; at leaft that they 
wanted, by this favourable infinution, to flatter it 
with hopes, in order to procure an immediate and 
effectual aliiftance. What gave rife to this fufpi- 
cion was, their care in infifting upon, and often 
refuming the following claufe : That till all theie 
articles were agreed to at Madrid, for which they 
allowed- the fpace of a month, Spain fhould firfl 
begin by fending a powerful fupply into Burgundy, 
which they faid was in very great danger. The 
snore to haften the refolutions of th's court, the 
J 3 uke of Maienne, who throughout the whole trea- 

tv 
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ty fliewed himfelf tp be a faithful fervant (although 
a little interefted) of the houfe of Auftria, ahured 
them coldly, that ii- thefe conditions v/ere not 
thought advantageous enough for Spain, flie might 
turn to another fide than his, and that weary of 
bearing this burden, he requefted nothing better 
than to be difcharged 

But this was only a feint; he had to do with a 
council who would not fo eallly change, and who 
underflood their intereft flill better. To this me¬ 
morial the Archduke Lrneft anfwered, in the name 
of the King of Spain, That his Majefty was well 
pleafed with the title of Defender of the league , and 
wiflied to be regarded as the chief of the party 
That they fliould find him always ready to grant 
them whatever fupplies they demanded againft the 
King of Navarre, and even more than they demand¬ 
ed ; for he consented to fend into Picardy alone 
the 19,000 men formerly mentioned, (it is eafy to 
fee with what deiign, for this province bounded the 
Low Countries), belides thole which he offered to 
fend into different parts of the kingdom. He did 
not feem to be fo much alarmed on account of 
Burgundy as the Duke of Maienne, probably be- 
caufe the council of Spain difeovered that this ge¬ 
neral, who had demanded the poffefUon of the pro¬ 
vince, would be glad that the troops fliould be all 
employed there. Upon this article, he only grant¬ 
ed wherewithal to raife 1000 German foot, and to 
maintain 300 horfe. He added, however, that if 
the whole force of the war was turned againft this 
province, his Catholic Majefty would not refule to 
fend confiderable troops thither ; and, doubtlefs, 
in this he meant to keep his word. 

As to what regarded Maienne in particular, his 
Catholic Majefty appeared much lefs liberal. Of all 
the articles this was the moft reduced. He would 
make no addition to the penfion of 30,000 livres 
ti-month; and would grant him only for himielf 200c 
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foot and $co troopers } and that no longer than he 
was in the army in perfon. Upon the other arti¬ 
cles he was perfectly filent. 'With regard to thofe 
places which might be feized, Spain confented that 
the Duke of Maienne fliould keep what might be 
taken, provided fhe was allowed to do the fame. 
She would not defift from her demand of Soiifons, 
and was abfolutely refolved to have this city for a 
fecurity for thofe advances fhe made in this war ; 
fhe promifed only to rcfign it after the elefiion of 
the King : this nomination appeared ftill doubtful 
to Spain, who gave them to underhand, that if flie 
was fatisfied with it, every thing might be expected 
from her gratitude, but beforehand lhe would riik 
nothing. For this purpofe, all the other articles 
were left unanfwered, and a new one was added * 
which was, that the Duke of Maienne fliould re¬ 
move certain perfor.s from about him, who, doubt- 
left, did not fupport the interehs of Spain with the 
French general; their names were not written; but 
it was faid, that they had been fignihed by word of 
month to the agent of the treaty. Such were his 
Catholic Majehy’s difpofitions, who, by attending 
only to his own interefls, and refolving to fell his 
affiftance very dear, followed exa&ly the Duke of 
Maienne’s example, and thought greatly more of 
it than of him. 

Upon reading thefe papers, all my refentment 
was extinguifhed ; and thinking them of great im~ 
portance to the King, I haftened inftantly to Com- 
peigne. I found time and abfence had not altered 
the fentiments of Henry with regard to me. I had 
half an hour’s private converfation with this prince, 
to whom I related in general the occailon of my 
journey. The reading of thefe papers was put oil 
till the evening of that day,when, all the courtiers 
being retired, I was introduced into the King’s a- 
partment, and remained there fhut up with his Ma- 
jefty, who fent for Beringhen and Choiiin, to de- 
2 cypher 
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cypher the greateft part of the papers. We learn¬ 
ed of whom the third party was compofed, which 
as yet had been only mentioned in whifpers. It 
was formed in the midft of the court, under the au- 
fpices and upon the plan of the Abbe de Bellozane, 
the two Durets, and I believe the Abbe du Perron; 
all of them creatures of the Count of boiiTons and 
of the Cardinal of Bourbon, and particularly at¬ 
tached to the laft. In all appearance, thefe perfons 
were the authors, and at firft the only promoters 
of this faction ; but it was afterwards joined by MefT. 
de Nevers, de Longueville, de Villeroi, d’O, and 
the reft of thofe Catholics who were in the court, 
who valued themfelves upon being too good French¬ 
men to fufFer the Spanifh dominion, and too zea¬ 
lous for the Pvoman religion to confent to have a 
Proteftant king. The Count of Soiffons fome time 
after joined thefe gentlemen ; and it was reported, 
that, inconftant to his former miftrefs, he was fe- 
veral times upon the point of marrying IVlademoi- 
felle de Longueville. They had aflumed the name 
of politicians, to diftinguifh themfelves from the 
royalifts and leaguers, and to lliew that they re¬ 
garded the good of the ftate, and the prefervation 
of the rights of the crown beyond every other con- 
^deration. Their principal view was alike to ex¬ 
clude every-foreign prince, the Duke of Maienne, 
and the King of Navarre, from the throne. The 
-bulk of the party knew no more: but the chiefs, 
who were mafters of the fecret, thought of nothing 
but getting rid of the two laft by the fword or by 
poifon % ; after which they might, without any dif¬ 
ficulty, make the Cardinal of Bourbon King, and, 
not to difeontent Spain altogether, obtain a difpen- 
fation for him to marry the infanta. 


* This accufation is to be met with in no o'her writer, and is of 
the number of th<fe which the author ought not to have aliened 
without giving lik^wife a proof. 
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When this project is compared with that of Jean- 
nin, it is matter of furprife, that papers which con¬ 
tained fuch contrary ichemes ihould be found in 
the fame packet. Without feeking for the rcafon 
of it in the fecrets of providence, which by prefen t- 
ing the King, at one and the fame time, with all the 
plots that were formed again ft his perfon, feemeci 
to point out to him the meafnres neceilary to pre¬ 
vent them; it is my opinion, that it may be found 
in the different intereffs of all thofe perfons, who 
correfponding together, and feme from a great di- 
ftanee, fuch as the Duke of Mercceur, without any 
other common motive than the hatred they bore to 
the King, hatched a thoufand chimerical defigns, 
and delivered themfelves up to thofe hints which 
darted into their minds, without any other fixed and 
determined object than that of excluding the King 
of Navarre. In this confufion of fentiments, it is 
not affonilhing, that he fhould, by the fame means, 
meet with fuch oppofite machinations. 

I continued three days at Compeigne, often in 
conference with the King, who appeared to be fen- 
fibly affeCted with the defigned attempts againft his 
perfon, becaufe he had flattered himfelf, that his 
conduct ought to have fuppreffed fuch thoughts. 
He fent me to Mante, perceiving that my endea¬ 
vours to fpeak in thofe converfations might open 
my wounds. I received from this good prince all 
the marks of a tender and undoubted confidence. 
At parting, he defired me to obferve carefully every 
motion of his enemies, and to prepare myfelf to 
give him good advice upon his arrival at Mante ; 
for he intended, he faid, to regulate his behaviour 
in fo difficult a conjuncture wholly by my directions. 
He ftaid no longer in Picardy than was neeeffary to 
make fome proper difpolitions there, and fet out for 
Mante, This city he preferred to any other, be¬ 
caufe, by its lituation, it feemed to him the moft 
proper reiidence to difeover and overthrow the dif¬ 
ferent 
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ferent cabals of his adverfaries, at a time when the 
intrigues of the cabinet were likely to lucceed to 
the operations of war. His council was already 
there, and he had caufed the Princefs, his filter, to 
be conducted thither. After the difcovery this 
prince had juft made of the plots that were laid a- 
gainft his life, it had been extreme imprudence to 
have negle&ed any precautions necefTary for his fe- 
curity. Pie doubled his 'guards; he placed in Li- 
may, which is the fuburb of Mante, a body of 
Englifli troops, whole affe&ion to him was unque~ 
flionable, and refolved to hold all the world fufpe£l- 
ed, lince he was convinced, that thofe perfons 
whom he had admitted to his councils, to his table, 
and to his pleafures, were capable of forming the 
mod violent refolutions againd him. 

If of all the favours that a prince, as edimable 
for the qualities of his mind as for his great adlions, 
could grant, the fentiments of his heart are thofe 
which mod: affedl a man of honour : I owe a great 
deal to this prince, who honoured me in particular 
with his confidence, at a time when infidelity, dark- 
nefs, treachery, and all that intered could fugged: 
to iubje&s who had exalted this idol into the 
place of love to their King, had left him no other 
part to take than that ot referve and general didrud. 
I have fomeching yet further to fay, (for why fhould 
I omit that part of all my life which feenis mod 
likely to procure me the edeem of perfons truly vir¬ 
tuous?) h is, that in a conjuncture fo delicate, this 
prince was refolved to abandon himfelf wholly to 
my direction, and to confide to me his dediny and 
his crown # : for without me he undertook not the 

final leit 

* If we may believe De Thnu, Gafpard Shombcrg, Count of Nan- 
ttuil, Ltw-.s de Revo!, Secretaiv of State, arid himfelf, had a great 
ha• <d i< ue'e'ir.in’ng Henry IV, to change his religion There is no 
hi'<cnan who fpecif.es any particular man, as having flruck this bold 
itroicc ; tl ev <0 not even feem to have dieamcd of M. de Sully in this 
ifair y which however does not invalidate the truth of what is afleit- 






2&4 M EMOIRS Book V. 

fmallell affair; perfuaded, doubtlefs, that the ad¬ 
vice of a man actuated by a fincere attachment, 
and (if I may ufe the exprefiion) a true friendfhip, 
ought to be preferred to penetration and ability, 
when they are joined with a doubtful fidelity. No¬ 
thing ever gave me fo pure and noble a delight as 
the honour of fuch a diftinftion : but after having 
wholly refigned myfelf to it for fome moments, I 
perceived the weight of that burden I was loaded 
with, and trembled amidft my joy,- leaft my weak- 
nefs and incapacity fhould engage me in fome falfe 
ffep that might prejudice, not me, (for on thofe oc- 
calions felf, I believe, is leaf!: in one's thoughts), 
but the prince who repofed himfelf upon me. 

From this moments all thofe precautions the King 
made ufe of for his perfon, I alfo obferved in the 


ed in this part of his Memoirs, that it is chiefly, and even in fome man¬ 
ner wholly to him, the honour of it is due. Tacitus tells us, that 
Auguftus, after having deprived one of his chief minifters entire¬ 
ly #f his t vour, pernio ed him ftill to have the appearance of enjoy¬ 
ing it. With regard to the Duke of Sully, it was quite the contrary ; 
for he already w?s in abfolute pofieflion of his mailer’s favour, while 
no one fufp :£ted it. And that w hich is moft remarkable in their hi- 
ftory is, tha- a long time after this mimfter’r favour with the King 
was known, by his being in pofieflion of the firft employment? in the 
ki gdom, even until his matter's death, in public the King behaved 
to him with the utmoft circumfpe&ion ; while in private, never were 
fjo.iliarity a.id confidence carried further between a King and his 
fubjetl. Hence it was, that in fome hiflories of Henry the Great, 
the authors of which, without penetrating imo the fecrets of the ca¬ 
bin t, contented rhemielves with reprefentiig only the public face of 
aftai s, the name of Rolhy is never mentioned, and that of Sully fo 
well known to writers better informed, very feldom, ennfidering the 
part Sully played during the ten or twelve years of this Prince’s live. 
Iocompe. env.ble as this referved and myfterious conduct appears, 
thofe who reflect upon the fituation of affairs in thofe times, toge¬ 
ther with the religion of the Duke of Sullv, will comprehend with¬ 
er ^ny difficu! y, the necefli y the King and his minifter were un¬ 
der, to obferve tfcis conduct, and never to depart from it. Nor is this 
one of the kali inftances of the prudence and abilities of thefe tw>o 
great men. I thought it necellary to make this obfervation once for 
all. “ Rofny,” fays Matthieu, vol. z. p. 2,78. had a long time 
•* a fhare in the King’s moll important afThirs ; and from the time of 
6< Henry III. was one of his mod intimate confidents,” &c. 
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advice I was going to give him. I prepared myfelf 
for it b} the deepeft reflections on the hate of the 
neighbouring kingdoms in general, and on that of 
France, of the parties into which it was divided, 
and of the King in particular. I confidered, that 
if, in fuch employments as mine, one cannot com¬ 
mit faults, even innocently, with ut deferring lome 
reproaches, we draw thofe reproaches upon our- 
ielves, when we aCt according to the d Cfates of 
paffion. This refledlion led me to ftudy thoroughly 
my own difpofition and inclinati ns, and convinced 
me of the neceflity of beginning with obliging my 
own heart to fubdue and forget itfelf. A ferious 
review of my pah conduct fhewed me the injuftice 
of thofe complaints which I fufibred frequently to 
efcape me againft the King’s behaviour to me and 
the reft of the proteftants. I fearched into the 
ground of it, and I foon found it in that com¬ 
mon prejudice, that to be worthy of the religion 
one profeffes, cruelty, perjury, and deceit ought 
to pafs for noth ng, provided ne can fecure its fuc- 
cefs. I fupprefled thefe fentiments, equally inju¬ 
rious to the author of religion, and prejudicial to 
the religion that is promoted by fuch unworthy 
means ; and when I declare, that there was nothing 
I more diitrufted than thofe fnares which the zeal 
of religion might lay for me, 1 fhall be ealily be¬ 
lieved, if the advice I gave the King be confidered. 

When I was thus certain of myfelf, I the lefs 
feared to carry my views into that impenetrable 
chaos of different interefts, and to found a futurity, 
which offered, on every fide, nothing but frightful 
precipices. Mu ft the miferies of France be pepetu- 
ated, by giving arms, perhaps for more than a n 
age, to two parties in religion, then nearly equal ? 
Muft a prince, who fo well deferved to be happy, 
confume his whole life amidft the horrors of a war, 
which till then had not given him a moment to 
breathe; and (if I determined upon this) prepared 
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for him labours infinitely greater than all lie had 
yet endured ? On the other hand, ought I to ex- 
pofe the whole body of Proteftants in Prance, who 
fought only juftice and peace, to be victims of hu¬ 
man policy, and at the mercy of their moft cruel 
enemies ? While uncertain of the event of the 
war, and of the moment when the King might be 
fuddenly taken off, ought I to bring things to fuch 
an extremity, that France might, perhaps, become 
a prey to Spain, and to all her neighbours, or, dif- 
menibered by a thoufand tyrants, lofe in one mo¬ 
ment the glory of her name, the fplendor of her 
raon irchy, and the fucceflion of her kings ? What 
perils in war ? What fnares in peace ? What fub- 
jects of fear on all Tides ? How form a refolution, 
alarmed by fo many dangers almoft inevitable ? 

But the greateft of all was the not fixing upon 
any. At lad:, when all was thoroughly examined, 
it feerned neceffary to prefer that which would put 
an end to the civil war, reflore tranquillity to France, 
fubmit it to a good King, and put it in a condition 
to take vengeance on its foreign enemies : I mean 
that refolution which might the moft effectually re¬ 
move theprcfent inconveniencics, and procure time 
to bring a remedy for thofe which were to be ap¬ 
prehended. In one word, I refolved to prevail up¬ 
on the King to embrace the Roman Catholic reli¬ 
gion, and to perfuade him to it by degrees. I was 
fenfible, that by this means I Thould give difguft 
to two forts of perfons, the Proteftant neighbours 
of France, and the French Calvinifts. But as to 
the fil'd’, France, when united with itfelf, had no 
occafion for any foreign affidance ; and it was eafy 
to give the fecond fuch advantages, as would make 
the*11 behold this change without murmuring. With 
regard to both, I depended upon that gratitude 
which a prince like Henry could not fail of having 
for perfons to whom he had the mod; effential ob¬ 
ligations. 


Thefe 
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Thcfe reflections wholly employed my mind from 
the moment I left Compeigne, and 1 was ftill ab« 
forbed in them when the King arrived at Mante. 
The flrfl: thing he did, was to fend for me to come 
to him, with the ufual precautions. Jaquinot con¬ 
ducted me into his chamber before day, and we im¬ 
mediately entered upon our fubjeCt. Henry, who 
on his fide had made a thoufand reflections on the 
perplexing iituation he was in, began by drawing a 
very natural reprefentation of it ; irreconcileable Al¬ 
tered: in the princes and nobility of the kindom ; 
hatred amongft themfelves, and againft him; mu¬ 
tiny and difobedience in all minds ; inactivity in the 
foreign allies ; intrigues and animofity on the part 
of the enemies ; treachery within ; violence with¬ 
out ; rocks and precipices on all fldes. The end 
of this pathetic difcourfe was to demand what re¬ 
medy I knew to all this. 

1 replied, that, without taking upon me to give 
his Majefly advice, I law Amply three ways to take, 
and he might determine upon which he pleafed. 
The firfk was, to fatisfy all at his own expence, or 
rather at the expence of the hate ; the lecond was, 
to fatisfy none, but to endeavour to carry all with a 
high hand ; the third, which held a medium be¬ 
tween thefe two, was, to remove all obftacles that 
Oppofed his accefiion to the crown, by turning Ro- 
man Catholic. The King then told me, that what 
I had faid to him was nothing but an advice, and 
commanded me to tell him plainly, what 1 would 
do if I were in his place. I endeavoured to make 
him underhand that, by refuming one after another 
the three different methods I had laid before him. 
I made him fee, that, by following the firft, he in¬ 
duced himfelf to nothing, and that if there was a 
neceflity to gratify wholly the avidity of bpain and 
the French leaguers, he would fcarce, out of fo 
great a kingdom, keep a few provinces for himfelf. 
As to the fecond, I reprefented to him, that as foon 

as 
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as he fhould give occafion to believe, that he de¬ 
pended only upon the claim his birth gave him to 
the crown, the defertion of all the Catholics, and 
the unbridled fury of a whole nation of enemies, 
both within and without the kingdom, would draw 
upon him a terrible fturm. The inconftancy of 
fortune, and the ufual reverfes of war, although 
this prince had not yet experienced them, found 
their place in this reflection. I did not enlarge up¬ 
on the third, but only told the King, that being a 
Proteftant myfelf, I could fay nothing to him upon 
this fubject. 

As i was fpeaking, I perceived the perplexity in¬ 
to which the prefent conjuncture had thrown the 
King, to increafe every moment. I did not doubt, 
but the review of all thefe difficulties would bring 
him to the point I ddired. I was fure that he 
would not even think of the fir ft of mv propofals. 
I knew him too well to believe him capable of agree¬ 
ing to an accomodation which would leave him 
only the fembiance of King, a fubjeCt or dependent 
upon Spain, or reduced at laft to a ffnall part of 
Prance. It was the two others only that imbar- 
rafled him. On one fide, he faid, by continuing in 
his religion, he faw united againfi: him all the princes 
of his blood, the nobility of the kingdom, and 
thofe who were at the head of all affairs and the 
finances, fuch as lY'eff. d’Epernon, de Nevers, de 
Longueville, de Biron, d'O, de Rieux, de Villeroy, 
-de Manou, de Chateauvieux, de Vitry, dT ntragues. 
and de Sourdis. It would be too tedious to men¬ 
tion them all. He faw them ready to refolve upon 
forming againfi him a party independent of the 
league, or, what was mofi probable and likewife 
moft dangerous, ready to unite themlelves with the 
league, and to concert together meafures for ob- 
firuCiing all the avenues to the thrown. On the 
other, he objected the complaints of the Dukes of 
Bouillon and la Tremouille 3 and the outcries of 
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fo many Proteftants whom he was going to aban¬ 
don ; thofe who were fo dear to him, and from 
whom he had fo long drawn his only affiftance. He 
reprefented them as palling from diicontent to a re- 
folution which defpair at being facrificed by an un¬ 
grateful prince would infpire, which was to ele<ft a 
chief, canton themfelves out in France, and oblige 
him to turn his arms againft them. He ended with 
thefe words : i( l can never ufe them ill, nor declare 
“ war againft them ; I will always love them.” 
This fentiment, which difcovered a fenfibility and 
gratitude fo feldom to be found in the hearts of 
fovereigns, moved me extremely. I thanked him, 
in the name of all the Proteftants, by bending upon 
one knee, and killing his hand. The reafons with 
which this prince oppofed his change of religion, 
and the manner in which he delivered them, were 
what alone dillipated my apprehenlions, and con¬ 
firmed me in the opinion, that no other remedy 
could be found to the prefent evils. I told him,- 
that MelT. de Buillon and de la Tremouille, and 
all of merit and diftin&ion in the Calvinift party, 
would riot be fo unreafonable as to take arms againft 
him, for a refolution which mere necellity had for¬ 
ced him to embrace, when he continued to treat 
them with all the regards due to their perfons and 
fervices. After explaining all my thoughts on this 
fubjecft to the King, I added, that the foundation of 
all religions which believe in Jefus Chrift being ef- 
lentially the fame ; that is, faith in the fame myf- 
teries, and the fame belief of the Divinity, it 
Teemed to me, that one who from a Catholic be¬ 
came a Proteftant, or from a Proteftant became a 
Catholic, did not change his religion, but followed, 
for the intereft of religion itfelf that pradlice in 

which 

* Add to thefe words of the Duke of Solly what he fays fome 
pages before, and what has been obferved a little higher, where he 
fpeaks of the duty and authority of Kings in icligious matters 5 it 
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which policy alone had made them to differ. But 
although I may be miftaken in this notion, it was 
always inconteftable, that the embracing the Catho¬ 
lic religion did not include theneceffity of perfec¬ 
ting all others; on the contrary, that God perhaps 
difpofed the King to this change, to give a new ex¬ 
ample to Europe, and one more worthy of religion 
itfelf ; that the difference of religion had long e- 
noughoccafioned the moft tragical fcenes in France, 
and proved a fource of diforders and calamities, by 
the averllon with which it infpircd people againft 
thofe of a contrary faith from their own, which was 
equally the cafe with the Proteftants as well as Ca¬ 
tholics : That he might remedy this dangerous 
evil, by uniting thofe who profeiled the two reli¬ 
gions in the bands of friendlhip and Chriftian cha¬ 
rity ; or, if this was impoffble, preferibe to them 
rules fo juft, as might make both parties be con¬ 
tented with what ftiould be granted them. I foften- 
cd this prince by the ftngle thought of immortali¬ 
zing his memory, in re-eftablifhing in a delolate 
kingdom, peace, abundance and fecurity, and of 
meriting, by the ufe of thofe abilites he had re¬ 
ceived, from heaven, the glory of giving happinefs 
to France , after llie had begun to defpair of it, and 
to look upon her wounds as incurable. 1 am cer- 


may be determined that he was a moderate Calvinift, and confidered 
a 1 religions as indifferent which agreed in the fundamental article . 
It is thus that the author of the MS. which I have quoted in the 
preface of this work, fpeaks cf it; and it is even the chief reafon 
widen he mnlces ufe of to yuftifv the Duke of Sully, for having given 
to Henry IV. Inch advice, as, without this, would have but ill aprecd 
with the laws of confcience and natural re<ft ude. “ It being his 
“ opinion, (lavs he, fpeakirg of the Duke of Sully), that the King 
“ might as eafilywoik out his falvalion in cur religion as in his own, 
he offered no great violence to his cunlcience, in perfuaaing him 
“ to this change; on the <ontrary, it was effeflually ferving the frate, 
“ nay, Chriftianitv itfelf, without hurting his reputation.” Happily, 
Henry the Gre^tdid not adopt the neutral opinions of his minifUr, 
n he himfdf aeknowhdg d very fincerely. 
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tain, that this motive is more interefting than that 
of his own quiet; which, however, I did not for¬ 
get ; and I obliged Henry tacitly to confefs, that 
his fpirits, after being exhaufted, if I mayufe that 
term, with war, demanded a fituation lefs turbu¬ 
lent, and more tranquil. 

The ftrongeft proof that I pleaded upon this oc- 
cafion for reafon and juftice, was, that the King, 
who pofTefTed that happy fagacity of diftinguiihing 
immediately the truth or falfehood of any pofition, 
confeffied to me that my difeourfe had penetrated 
to the bottom of his heart : he added, that he 
would refle£l upon it more thoroughly, but that he 
believed he fhould follow no other advice. In ef¬ 
fect, at the end of three days he had taken his re- 
folution, and he now only endeavoured to remove 
the difficulties which remained. Some of thefe re¬ 
garded himfelf; for as fincerity and re&itude were 
rooted in his heart, and regulated all his words and 
actions, I amperfuaded, that there is not any thing 
which could have prevailed upon him to embrace 
a religion which he internally defpifed, or even but 
doubted of. A prince who had never deceived 
man, was far from intending to deceive God. 

The other difficulties related to the leaders of 
the Proteftant party, whom the bare propofition of 
changing his religion would not fail to make re¬ 
volt, as well through fear, as through a point of 
honour. He affiembled them, and aetdreffing him¬ 
felf to the moft diftinguifhed amongft them, which 
were Meffi. de Bouillon, de Sancy, du Pleffis, de 
Salignac, de Morlas, de Conftans, and balettes *; 


* —— Salettes wrs prefident cf the parliament of Pau, and coun¬ 
cilor of flate at Navane. Morlas, his natural fon, was member of 
the privy cr.uncil, counfellor of flare, and fuperintendant of the ma¬ 
gazines of France. They were both convcitcd. Henry IV. wlvn 
he was informed of the death of Morlas, who was a man of great 
O o 2 merit;, 
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I alfo being prefent. He told them, (with an in- 
tention to found their inclinations) that he had 
brought them together to know their fentiments 
upon what he had to communicate to them. He 
faid he had received certain advices, that Bello- 
zanne and the two Durets, agents for the third 
party, had an interview with Villeroy and Jean 
nin f, and that it was agreed upon to unite all 
the forces of the league and the other Catholics a- 
gainft him; that the time which the Catholics had 
fo often threatened him with was now come, for 
they were going to abandon him unanimoufly; 
their common defign being now to place the Car¬ 
dinal of Bourbon upon the throne, to marry him 
to the Infanta of hpain, and to endeavour, by all 
poflible methods, to rid themfelves of his .perfon. 
That the Cardinal, indeed, had expreffed great re¬ 
luctance to this laft proportion, but, by all appear¬ 
ances, they would foon gain his confent, when 
they convinced him, that the crown could by no 
other means be fecured to him. He conjured them 
to tell him, fincerelv, wliat they thought he had to 
do upon this occahon, particularly upon the defer- 
tion of the Catholics, which would reduce his par¬ 
ty to the laft extremity. 

By the noife and confufton this declaration crea¬ 
ted in the aflembly, it well appeared that all thofe 
who compofed it, without any forecaft or manage¬ 
ment, without any fettled point, and even without 
any fincere attachment to the King, had till then 
thought only of living from day to day; of gaining 
time, and profiting by their matter’s abilities for 
war. They could never agree, nor form any con¬ 
nected refolution. They did not know whether to 
wifh for peace, or continue the war. One faid, 

merit, faid, “ I have loft one of the wifeft men in my kingdom.'* 
Chron. Noven. book 7. p. 545* 

f See Matth. vol. 2, p. 66. Sec. Cnron. Noven. 1 . 2. De Thou. 
Mem. de Nsvers, Mem. de Villeroy, &c. 

that 
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that there was nothing for it but to refume their 
arms, and rifle all at one cafl. Another imagined, 
that by arrefting eight or ten of the principal Ca¬ 
tholics, who were not yet upon their guard, parti¬ 
cularly the authors of the plot, it might be ren¬ 
dered abortive. Others, more moderate, or per¬ 
haps more irrefolute, contented themfelves with 
laying, that it would be neceflary to acccommodate 
matters by negotiations, without being able to tell 
how. I feized this overture, and by digefting it to 
lomewhat reafonable, I carried all the votes for a 
negotiation. It was known that I had fome in¬ 
fluence over the Count of Soiflons, and that I had 
free accefs to the Cardinal of Bourbon. This car¬ 
dinal often faid in public, that although I was a 
Huguenot, there was no perfon for whom he felt 
fo ftrong an inclination as for me. I offered to ufe 
my mediation with thefe two princes, to prevail 
upon them not to liften to the perfuafions of the 
King’s enemies; and the better to infure fuccefs, I 
promifed I would endeavour to gain their creatures 
and their counfellors, efpecially the Abbot be Bel- 
lozanne, the Durets, confidents to the Count of 
Soiflons, and a lady called Madam des Rojficrs , an 
intimate friend of the Cardinal’s. 

No perfon contradicted this opinion, douhtlefs 
becaufe the Proteftants, who had heard the decla¬ 
ration, fenflble that they were too weak actually to 
renew hoftilities, thought that at prefent there was 
nothing better to be done. The King, on his fide, 
was not forry at its being unanimoufly voted by the 
Proteftants, that he Ihould addrefs himfelf to the 
princes of the blood, and hold a commerce with 
the Catholics of the league. According to my plan, 
I began with the Abbe de Bellozanne. I knew jea- 
loufy had made him the fecret enemy of the Du¬ 
rets, and believed that by taking him on this fide, 
confirming him in his hatred, and flattering him 
with having fhortly the chief hand in all affairs, I 

Ihould 
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Should reach my end. I introduced myfelf with 
telling him, that I was come to thank him, in the 
name of the King, for having in his favour fo ge- 
gerally oppofed the enterprifes of the Durets; 
which could only proceed from the re&itude of his 
heart, and his good-will towards the King, which 
his Majefty, although he had but a fmall acquaint¬ 
ance with him, efleemed as he ought, till he fhould 
be in a Rate to give him more fenfible proofs of his 
a Reel ion, which he would certainly do, by pro¬ 
curing him a cardinal’s hat, or at leaft one of the 
richeft benefices in the kingdom, when thofe fa¬ 
vours were in his power, by the change of his reli¬ 
gion, which was likely to happen very fhortly. 

This introdudlion, which flattered the vanity of 
the man extremely, gave me occafion to enter, as 
if undefignedly, into the fecret proceedings of the 
Durets, which I pretended to be very positively 
informed of, in order to learn them from him,and 
to engage him to oppofe them yet more refolutely. 
In efleft, I had fcarce dropped a few words on this 
fubjedt, when my man, giving way to his incli¬ 
nations, fell upon the Durets, and Spoke fo much 
to their disadvantage, that I fell into the other ex¬ 
treme, and believed that he was induced by his 
hatred of them to accufe them falfely. The hint 
of the cardinal’s hat and the bilhopric producing its 
efledt, Bellozanne pretended to feel that zeal for the 
King’s fervice, which I attributed to him from pure 
fidlion. It was not his fault, that I was not per* 
fuaded, that he had oppofed all the violent refolu- 
tions of the Catholics, whole intrigues and views 
he informed me of. I flattered myfelf for fome 
time, that I had brought over this man to the King ; 
but rogues foon relume their natural charadler. 
Immediately after he had made this proteftation to 
me, he made one quite contrary to the Cardinal of 
Bourbon, and afterwards to Viilei oy and Jeannin, 
to whom he repeated from one end to the other all 

the 
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the converfation he had juft held with me. ]f he 
drew advantage from his treachery, by the new de¬ 
gree of favour it procured him, 1, on my fide, per¬ 
haps, made better ufe of it for the King, than if he 
had kept the fecret. Moreover, I had hereby found 
means to inform thofe gentlemen of the King's 
coming difpofition to embrace their religion, which 
drew them internally towards this prince, but efpe- 
cially the Cardinal, who was more enamoured of 
religion than of a crown. Bellozanne’s imprudence 
likewife produced another effect, which was the in- 
fpiring them with a defire of fupplanting each o- 
ther, in their endeavours to acquire the good graces 
of the King. I heartily therefore pardoned Bello¬ 
zanne’s double dealing, and even drew a third good 
confequence from it, with regard to the Durets. 

Thefe gentlemen perceiving the honour Bello- 
zanne had gained by the new fecrets he had difclo- 
fed to his patrons, and the increafe of favour they 
had procured him, were the more ready to hear 
the proportions I went afterwards to make them. 
I told them, the King, offended at the knavery of 
Bellozanne, (which in reality he was, becaufe he 
had carried it fo far as to give umbrage to the Pro- 
teftants), would have no commerce for the future 
with a man fo faithlefs, and was difpofed to make 
ufe of them in his future meafures. I confided 
fome papers to their care, the reading of which I 
was certain would have a marvellous effedf. It was 
the project of accommodation between the league 
and Spain, and the anfwer in confequence of it^ 
which they had no knowledge of, and which 1 fhew- 
ed to them that moment. This Broke piqued them :• 
they thought themfelves defpifed, and the project 
fo reafonable as to fear it might be executed, and 
affairs brought to a conclufion without their contri¬ 
buting any thing to it; which to thefe fort of men 
is the mod mortifying confederation. They heii- 
tated not a moment in offering me with ardor their 

fervices 
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fervices for the King. The change of religion* 
which I had alfo inffmmted to them, feemed to re¬ 
move all the oppofition that could be made to this 
prince. They were raviihed with being inter¬ 
meddlers in a projeft, the invention of which ap¬ 
peared to them more happy than that which the 
Duke of Mai'enne had propofed to Spain; or ra¬ 
ther, there remained no other part for them to 
take, after the vidlory Bellozanne had juft gain¬ 
ed over them. In effect, they kept the fecret bet¬ 
ter, and laboured in it ufefully enough. 

I applied myfelf afterwards to the Abbe du Per¬ 
ron, who, by his charadter, his reputation, and 
his eloquence, had more power with the Cardinal 
of Bourbon, when he aimed at making him either 
take or quit a rcfolution, than all the artifices of 
Bellozanne and the Durets. We had been ac¬ 
quainted a long time, and he had fome obligation 
to me. I concerted my difcourfe, as having to do 
with a man for whom eloquence, grand fentiments,* 
and deep reafoning, had powerful charms # ; and I 
introduced into it as much or more of politics and 
worldly views, as of religion. My brother, the 
governor of Mante, was prelent at this converfa- 
tion, when after having thrown out my ordinary in- 
iinuations about the King’s future abjuration, I un¬ 
dertook to prove to Du Perron, that, except Spain,' 
and fome turbulent perfons in France, it was the 
intereft and advantage, not only of France, but of 
all Europe, that the King of Navarre fhould afeend 
the throne, and pofTefs the kingdom in the fame 
extent, and with the fame power, which had been 
enjoyed by the Kings liis predeceftbrs. 

I began with the Pope. I told Du Perron, that 
he who had fo perfedt a knowledge of the court of 


* Ti e Duke of Gully’s judgement of the Cardinal du Petron feems 
more conformable to truth, than that given him by Jofcph Sca¬ 
lier, wiw treats hiir. only as a babltr, lo;utuU\u% } ci l.cuiu te^is. 
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Rome, knew better than any perfon, that Cle¬ 
ment VIII. now in poffcffion of the holy fee, was 
neither fo violent as Sixtus V. nor fo changeable as 
Gregory XIV. That this Pope considered the pre- 
fent affairs of Europe and Christianity in a clear and 
impartial view. That it was not his intention, by 
breaking the neceffary balance between the houfes 
of Auilria and Bourbon, to fubjeft France to Spain; 
becaufe he was not ignorant of any of the views of 
this laft power for univerf.il monarchy. That the 
Pope would in this find not only his intereft, as 
common father of the Catholics, but alfo his tem¬ 
poral interefts in particular ; becaufe Italy and the 
patrimony of St. Peter would fcon follow the deftiny 
of France, and the other kingdoms ; and the Pope 
would be in danger of feeing himlelf one day redu¬ 
ced to the quality of iimple chaplain to the Kings 
of Spain That befides, his Holinefs had too much 
judgement not to open his arms to a King, as foon 
as he fhould exprefs his defire to be received there, 
without troubling himlelf about that mighty phrafe 
a relapfe, with which fools only were affefled. 

I had lfill lei's difficulty to fupport my proportion, 
with regard to the other crowned heads of Europe; 
I therefore did not dwell long upon them, that I 
might turn all the converfation upon Spain. I alli¬ 
ed the Abbe du Perron, if he did not agree with 
me in the opinion, that thofe deep politicians who 
gave rife to ail the diforders in France, began to 
defpair of the fuccefs of the great proje<R they had 
formed to conquer all France, and this upon the 
knowledge they had, as well of the King and the 
Proteltants in his intereft, as of the French Catho¬ 
lics ? Could the King of Spain ever ferioufly intend 
to make a Spanilh province of France, and flatter 
himfelf that his domination would be endured by a 
people who had always emulated and hated Spain ? 
Of all this there was already more than mere fuf- 
picion. 

VoL.I. Pp 
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By the King of Spain’s conduct it was vifible, 
that he imagined the Dukes of Maienne, Guife, and 
Mercceur, fought only to make him their dupe ; 
nvn* had he a more favourable opinion of the Dukes 
of Savoy and Lorrain, whom he faw make ufe of 
liis iroo *'S and money without (hewing any greater 
refpecl for him One convincing proof that thefe 
were the real fentiments of Philip, was, the propo¬ 
rtions he had made, and often renewed, to the 
King of Navarre, by D. Bernardin de Mandoce, 
Moreau, and the Count de Taxis. For, in reality, 
this Prince feeing that all he could pretend to from 
the troubles in France was, at the moft, the pof- 
feflion of two or three of its provinces, it was of 
little con equence to him, whether he obtained them 
from the King or from the league. It is true, that 
if he divided France amongft the chiefs of the 
league, he gained hopes of one day getting it all 
to himfclf, by feparately attacking thofe petty kings; 
but that, in effect, he purchafed thefe hopes at a 
very high price, by that fcarcity of troops and mo¬ 
ney into which the avidity of the league had thrown 
him. And although the King fhould be able to 
maintain the war but a ihort time, Philip perceived 
that he might be obliged to x’ecall the fupplies he 
lent to France, having but fufficient for himfelf in 
Flanders, where the war was kindling more and 
more ever) day. 

Obferving that Du*Perron liftened to me atten¬ 
tively, and Teemed to be inwardly convinced of the 
reafonablenefs of all I faid, I did not fo foon quit 
the fubje£l of Spain. ' I told him it was not pro¬ 
bable that fo many brave men, fond of their li¬ 
berty, their laws, and cufcoms, would ever be eaiy 
under a foreign flavery. and refolve to bear away 
no oMer reward for their gallant a&ions, than the 
honour of being dependents upon the grandees of 
Spain, or at beft penfionaries of a King, who, al¬ 
though he had greater obligations to the Prince of 

Parma 
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Parma than to anyother perfon, fuffered him to wait 
for the recoinpenfe of his fervices till his death: 
That the whole view of the French lords, by Teem¬ 
ing to join the King of Spain, was only to procure 
the grant of greater rewards from Henry, while he 
continued in the profeffion of the Proteftant reli¬ 
gion ; after which they would abandon, without 
difficulty, that hackneyed reproach of a relapfe, as 
well as the defign of chufing a King from amongft 
themfelves, the marriage of the Infanta, and all the 
reft of their vague projects. For a proof of the 
truth of what I laid, I produced the treaty which 
the league had propofed to Henry by V illeroy and 
Jeannin, foon after the railing of the liege of Rouen, 
which I could not give a full account of in its place, 
but lhall lay before the reader in a moment. After 
this, turning with vivacity to Du-Perron, I alked 
him if he was not of the intereft of all good French¬ 
men, and of liimfelf firft of all to prevent fuch de- 
ligns from being accomplifhed, whether the good 
Of the Rate required, that by deftroying in a mo¬ 
ment an edifice which had coft the Kings of France 
fuch labour to raife, and which fome of them had 
cemented with their blood, France Ihould be again 
filled with thofe little tyrants, ambitious and cruel, 
who claimed a right of giving law to their prince* 
and who were always ready to fly before the firft 
enemies that attacked them ? And laftly, if he did 
not confcfs that a monarchical government, by 
which all the members are united, and under the 
direction of one only chief, was the moft glorious 
and moft advantageous of any, and for the French 
nation in particular? 

I cut ftiort my difcourfe upon this third party of 
politicians, by obferving to Du-Perron, that one 
of thefe two things mull neceftarily happen, either 
that they would unite themfelves to the league, and 
fo deprive it of all afiiftance from dpain ; or take 
meafures feparatelv from it, which would produce 
P p 2 the 
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the neceffity of deftroying it, or of being deftroyed 
by it. In any of thefe cafes, nothing could happen 
that would not be for the King’s advantage. To 
conclude with what related to the perlon of the 
King himfclf, I found no difficulty in making the 
Abbe confefs, that this prince was abfolutely fitted' 
to reign over the French. I represented to him, 
that his reputation was fo well eitabiiihcd every 
where, that the league had great reafon to fear, 
and the third party (fo far from being creditable) 
/Fill more, that in the provinces, where no one de¬ 
livered himfelf up fo blindly to the cappc.s of the 
league as in Paris, they would put themfeives en¬ 
tirely under the prote&ion of this prince, when 
their intoxication was over, and had given place to 
that love of repofe fo natural to thole who have 
fufiered. That the provinces began already to tef- 
tify openly their difeontent. But without all this 
could not the King, brave and experienced as he 
was, and affifted only by the Proteftants and foreign¬ 
ers, maintain the war a long time, and guard againft 
domcftic attempts upon his perfon ? They had feen 
him when he had not ten cities in his party, and 
with only a handful of men, make a hand againft 
all the forces of the kingdom. I concluded with 
faying, that inftead of giving the enemies of France 
the pleafure of feeing her wafte and deftrov herfelf, 
it was the general interell, to favour and lupport a 
prince, who appeared capable of refioring her to her 
former tranquillity, and of railing her to a new de¬ 
gree of fpiendor. 

The Abbe Du-Perron had no reply to make to 
all thefe reafons, he was convinced of their force; 
and, as I had expected, knew well how to bring o- 
ver the Cardinal of Bourbon to his opinion, by add¬ 
ing to them all thole which his own penetration fug- 
gefted to him, and which he did not fail to adorn 
with all the brilliant apparel of eloquence r lhe 
remainder of this year, and the beginning of the 
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next were employed on his part and on mine in go¬ 
ing backwards and forwards, and in conferences of 
this kind. As foon as a negotiation was be^un, we 
had more negotiators than we wifhed. 

It was true, that Vilieroy and Jeannin had a long 
time before prefented the King with a project of a 
treaty, in the name of the league, by which they 
offered, upon certain conditions, to acknowledge 
him for King. This piece is curious enough to de- 
ferve an abflradf to be given of it. The true fpirit 
which animated the league, clearly manifefts itielf 
in it The King’s abjuration was at the head, as 
the firft and principal condition. They required 
that in the fpace of three months he fhould make 
a public profeffion of the Catholic religion ; that 
he fhould r< ftore it in all thofe places from whence 
the fuperiority of the Preformed had baniflied it ; 
that he fhould b^eak off* all alliance with them ; 
that they fhould have no fhare in the dignities, em- 
baflies, and employments of hate of any kind what¬ 
ever ; in a word, that their continuance in France 
fhould be tolerated only, and for a certain time, 
which might be prolonged as exigency required. 

Many other articles leemed to be inferted there, 
only to perfuade the people that the chiefs of the 
league, by treating with Henry, had nothing but 
the fervice of religion and the ftate in view. Such 
was the claufe of naming to benefices, conformable 
to the canons; and that of holding the hates from 
fix to fix years ; and many others 

Thefe were all fpecious conditions ; but they add¬ 
ed, (which was the moft effential point for the au¬ 
thors of the project), That the King fhould acknow¬ 
ledge, authorife, and fupport the league with all his 
power : That he fhould leave a certain number of 
towns in their hands, into which he could not even 
put garrifons ; that is to fay, that he fhould reign 
under them : That he fhould diftribute all the go¬ 
vernments of France among ft Inch of his principal 
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officers as they ffiould name to him : That he ihould 
keep a fufficient number of troops in each of thefe 
governments, to maintain the Roman-Catholic reli¬ 
gion there: That he Ihould not difoofe of the taxes, 

O i. J 

impofts, and other revenues of the crown ; but 
they ihould be all applied to this ufe. according to 
a divifion proportioned to the quality and occaiions 
of thofe governments : That all the garrifons which 
ihould be put in the fortreffes of the kingdom, 
ffiould be paid in the fame manner. The deftina- 
tion of thefe govern ments was as follows : Provence 
was to be given to the Duke of Nemours, Langue¬ 
doc to the Duke of Joyeufe, Rourbonnois and 
Marche to the Duke of Elbeuf, Bretagne to the 
Duke of Mercoeur, the two Vexins, with the title 
of governor, to d’Alincourt, part of Normandy 
to Villars, the lile of France to the Baron of Rofne, 
Orleannois and Berry to La-Chatre, Picardy to the 
Duke of Aumale, Champagne to the Duke of 
Guile, with the pod: of high Reward, and all the 
dignities and benefices which his family had en¬ 
joyed. 

The Duke of Mai'enne had, with reafon, the 
largeft ffiare. To the government of Burgundy, 
which was alotted for him, they added thofe of 
Lyonnois, Foret, and Beaujolois; and in all thefe 
provinces gave him a power that had annihilated 
that of the King ; the right of difpofmg, as he plea- 
fed, of governments, lord-lieutenancies, and other 
employments, not only in the army, but alfo in 
the finances, and courts of judicature ; and what 
was fiill more, the nomination to ecclefiaftical dig¬ 
nities and benefices: and to crown all thefe extra¬ 
ordinary advantages, they added the poll of con- 
ftable, or lieutenant-general of the crown. It was 
this only that feemed worthy of the Duke of Mai- 
enne’s acceptance. They likewife kept in referve 

four 
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four marechals batons *, and the league, at their 
own leifure, were to name the perfons on whom 
they were to be beftowed; beiides very confiderabl'e 
penfions to the molt diftinguifhed amongft them, 
they carried their excefs fo far, as to prescribe to 
the King the clearing the debts of lome confider- 
able perfons of their party whom they fhould name, 
to the number of twenty. And, to conclude, with 
absolutely tying up his hands, they added, that he 
Should allow the league to chufe the foreign princes 
that were to accede to the treaty, and to be guar¬ 
antees for its execution. The Pope’s name only 
was expreffed ; doubtlefs, the blanks were to be 
filled up with the King of Spain among others. 
By this they too plainly acknowledged the views of 
the Spaniards. Charles V. required nothing elfe 
than fuch a fcheme, when he laid that he had been 
falfely accufed of hating a King of France, fince in- 
ftead of one he wilhed there had been twenty. 

No perfon believed that the league, by treating 
with the King on conditions lo injurious to this 
prince, could perfuade themfelves that he would 
fubmit to them. It is probable, therefore, that 
they did it in order to make his refufal give difguft 
to the dregs of the populace. The King likewife, 
far from treating thefe propofals as a ferious mat¬ 
ter, or anfwering them privately, as he would have 
done had he thought it pofiible to have come to a- 
ny accommodation, facrificed them immediatly to 
the Proteftants, who gave to the piece all the qua¬ 
lifications that it merited ; it even turned the Ca¬ 
tholics againff the author *, for thefe Catholics find¬ 
ing that all there was badly arranged; that it was 


* Thefe four marechals baton were given the following ye3r to 
Rof e, La Chatre, Bois-Dauphin, and Saint P d, each of whom 
will be mentioned hereafter. On this occafion there is a bon-mot re¬ 
lated of Chanvailon. “ Sir,” faid he one day to the Duke cf Mai- 
enne, “ v< u have made fome baftards, which will be legitimated at 
*' ycur expence,” 


full 


304 M EMOIRS Book V. 

full of articles which, being only fnares, would 
prove an inexhauftible fource of difficulties ; and 
that there were fome which it was abfolutely im- 
poflible to execute, they took no notice of what 
made the ftrongeft imprefTions upon them, which 
was, that, by the diilribution of favours and re¬ 
wards, nothing remained for them. 

The King made no other life of thefe propofals 
than to bind thofe who ferved him more clofely to 
his interefts, gave a very fhort and a very dry an- 
fwer to the Preiident Jeannin. It was at the camp 
before Caudebec. There is no neceflity to repeat 
the contents. 

Civil wars, efpecially thofe wherein religion has 
a fliare, give an air of licence and effrontery which 
on all other occalions would be furprifing. Jean¬ 
nin, offended at the ridicule with which his project 
had been treated, anfwered in writing, which he 
addreffed to the King himfelf, That he was greatly 
aftonilhed at the tone that he had taken with him : 
That if his project was well examined, he would 
find that he had not yet treated well enough for 
the league : That the only fear he had when he 
drew it up was, that it would be diiavowed, efpe¬ 
cially by the Duke of Nemours, who inftead of a 
government, had already formed a principality for 
himfelf in Lionnois, with the approbation of the 
King of Spain ; and Hill more by the Duke of Mai- 
enne, whofe interefls had been alfo too much ne¬ 
glected in it; (certainly this moderation of Jeannin’s 
was truly admirable) : That, in his opinion, he had 
fhewn the King his readinefs to ferve him, by not 
mentioning his giving the league any towns as a fe- 
curity for the performance of his word, (as if thofe 
which were to be bellowed upon the governors did 
not anfwer the fame purpofe): That, to pleafe the 
King, he had eluded the queftion, of making thefe 
governments hereditary. This indeed was true; 
but after all the other rights with which he had in- 
i veiled 
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veiled them, would it be difficult for them to ac* 
complifh this for themfclves ? 

Jeannin aftewards oblerved to the King, with a 
liberty that might well be cal.ed immoderate impu¬ 
dence, that the catholics having with juftice taken 
arms againit him, he ought not to make ufe of the 
words crime and ciboiiuoi with them; for they 
were intitled to treat with him upon the foot of 
an equal, becaufe they did not look upon them- 
felves as enemies fubdued, nor him as King, while 
the Caidinal of Bourbon, the only acknowledged 
King in France, was alive ; nor even afier his 
death, on account of his religion : therefore it 
was the body -of the monarchy which treated with 
a foreign prince : that, for the fame reafon, the 
King’s acceptation could not be called an edi£t of 
pacification, granted by a King to his fubjects, but 
an amicable convention with a people, who freely 
chole a King after the reafons fur refufing him were 
removed.. Many other impertinences with which 
this letter was filled, do not deferve to be repeated. 
Jeannin concluded, by absolutely reje<hing all afi- 
iiftance from MefT. de Bouillon, Du-Piefiis, and 
the oilier Proteftants whom the King had mentioned 
in his letter, and declared he would have no com¬ 
munication with them. 

While the King deliberated upon what refolu- 
rions hcfhoukl take, the dates were held at Paris*. 
1 lie thought of afiembling them came from the 
Prince of Parma ; and it muff be confeiTed, that by 
the manner lie was to have taken there, in order 
to accomplish his cleiigns, a relol.ution more de¬ 
structive of the King’s caufe could not have been 

* The flutes were ordered to m^et the 251 h of January, l lit they 
were not opened till n xt oay, in the Louvre, v.hhh was prepared 
for thcat purport-. Ali the fpecches, aft*, and ceremonies cf this at- 
feirbiy may be found in many of the hiftonans. See pamcola.ly Do 
Thou, book 105. DaviD, b. 13. Memoirs of the league, vol. 5. 
V.illeroy’s Mem. of Hate, vol. 4. Mem . of Never?, vol. 2. Mat- 
thien, v. 1 . 2. Chron. NQVcn.hr 1593. b* 5 * Satyrc Menipec. 
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formed. This general intended to have fummon- 
ed them at Rheims, and to have renewed all 
his endeavours to make himfelf mafter of the de¬ 
liberations within ; . while, with a luperior army 
without, he retained the people in his party, and 
the nobility in their duty, he aflured himfelf that 
he fhould obtain an election entirely to the tafte of 
Spain, and caufe the elected monarch to be crown¬ 
ed immediately. 'Ibis whole plan was the effect 
of deep politics % , quick dilpatch, great liberali¬ 
ty, a well-chofen opportunity, and, above all, an 
army capable of inspiring awe; thefe were indeed 
the true means of bringing affairs to an iffue, and 
of excluding the King for ever from the throne. 
But the Prince of Parma dying juft as he was up¬ 
on the Doint of executing thefe Projects, they all 
expired with him, or were afterwards conduced 
neither with order, diligence, nor the other necef- 
fary meatures. It is true, that the Count ofManf- 
neld, who fuccceded him, came at laft with an ar* 
mv as faras’Noyon ; but at that time, the fame fub- 
rniflion was not made to Spain, as had been before 
they had conceived hopes of feeing the King abjure 
Calvinilm ; and the Count of Mansfield returned 
without having done any thing; beftdes, there was 
now an alteration in a circumftance, which to the 
Prince of Parma h id always appeared efiential: this 
was, that inftead of getting the ftates affemblcd at 
Rheims, the Duke of Maienne had prevailed upon 
the Pope and the Spanilh plenipotentiaries who 
were Don Diego d’lbarra, the Duke of Feria, Ini¬ 
go de Mandoce, and Count John Baptift de Taxis, 
to ccnfent that they fhould be affembled at Paris. 
Each t f thefe perfons hoped, that in a city which 
y/us entirely in their inteiefts by their alliances, 
their intrigues, and their prefents, they might move 

i # 

* See the Duke of Parma's letter written upon this fubjetft to the 
King of Spain* Chron, Noven, b. 4. p. 5. 
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a thoufahd fprings to engage all the fuffrages. But 
when this great di(orderly body was aflembled, 
they found themfelves crofled by lo many and fuclx 
different interefts, that the Spaniards haring only 
their own voices, like others, and deftitute befides 
of the means of making them be heard by force, 
found that they fhould meet with more obftacles 
than they had forefeen ; and from that time they 
feared, that they fhould reap no other fruit of all 
their intrigues and fecret practices, than the em¬ 
broiling affairs fome time longer, till this complica¬ 
tion of fo many views, and the impoffibility of e- 
ver uniting them, would at length oblige them to 
liflen to the dictates of reafon. 

How indeed was it poflible to reconcile the Pope, 
or rather his legates, who had their particular de- 
fign, the King of Spain, the Dukes of Savoy and 
Lorrain, the Dukes of Maienne, Nemours, Mer- 
coeur, and Guife, in fine, the Princes of the blood, 
who had alfo their different defigns *, of which 
they were no lefs tenacious ? Ail thofe parties, as 
foon as the hates were opened, reflecting that this 
was the laft effort of the party, had recourfe each 
of them to a thoufand ftratagems which mutually 
deftroyed one another, and according to the notion 
of what is called fine policy, involved and conceal¬ 
ed themfelves under falfe meafures to bring others 
to their ends They joined to the multiplicity of 
machinations already fo perplexing, a flux and re¬ 
flux of opinions, which brought them into a laby¬ 
rinth where no perfon longer knew where he was. 
No one declared his fentiments honeftl), but Teem¬ 
ed to fpeak only to dilguife their defire, and to fet 
people about divining its objeCt. 

The Spaniards at this jun&ure regulated their 
conduCl by their ordinary maxim, aud their parti- 


* T. e league was of thi? advantage to France* fays Le Grain, that 
every one v.as willing to comrr»an in it, and none to obey. 
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cular chara&er; or perhaps their deftgu was to 
found the inclinations of the French, to dilcoverii 
they would bear willingly a foreign prince to reign 
over them. When mey perceived that by this de¬ 
lay they were in danger of loilng w:uu they had 
been fo long aiming at, they at lait made their melt 
reasonable propolhion, which was the marriage of 
the Infanta * with the Cardinal of Bourbon. All 
the Fiench nobles, with the Guiles at their head, 
waited only for this Rep of the Spaniards, and con¬ 
curred in one common dellgn, which was to m ke 
ufe of this prepolai to kindle between the King and 
Cardinal all the haired that could animate two de¬ 
clared rivals, and ccniequently between the King 
and the leaders of the contrary party, the Count 
of SoilTons, the Duke of Nevers, Congueville, and 
others. 1 hey Inhered this propofnion to be car¬ 
ried fo far, as to have the articles drawn up, and 
font by Bcllozanne to the Cardinal : but all the 
nobles afterwards uniting, knew well how to make 
it fall. With what dellgn ? That may be eafily pe¬ 
netrated into, in order that what thefe lords took 


* Clara Euge r ia of AuPria, fecond daughter of Philip II, of Spain. 
Ca’harine, the eldv.fl, was ma ried to the Duke ot Savoy, hut net 
rill arter the Ctrdi .at of Placentia, Legate, and Cardina’ de Pell ve, 
had endeavcii td i* vain, to bring Frame under fuhjedti 11 to Spain, 
by th: marria c of this infanta v. jiii Prince Erncli of Auft ia, the 
tdde'l of the Emp ;or s brohers. Villercy’s IVImnoir. 1 ot (tat'* im¬ 
pure to the couu 01 Madr.d, as an error, by which Spain loft the 
crown of France, their nut fullering this infanta, the tutu e Queen, 
to ceme to Trance, unlefs the P 4 ;ree whom they defined tor her 
hufband v.as d clarul and ackn wl dged : but I doubt whether the 
ar>- val of this prirceb a f Paris would have removed all obftacles. 
Accord^g to De Thow, the Dul>c of Guif.'s parry was fo powerful, 
by the union of Spt nd t e clergy o' France, tnat had nut his 
own uncle, the Duke of M hen nr, fecrctly op poled him, and the 
King of N..v rie declared verv f afonabiy his rdblu’ion 10 embrace 
thu Catholic religion, in all on, bilily th: prince would have been 
decla e. K g Ti e D . ke 01 Guilt, fays father de Chalons, after 
AJariht.u. Hiftnyol F ance, v< h 3. r. 2^7. was pr-ifeti for the mo¬ 
deration he >'ifcnvered on this occa.wn He gave no indications ot 
\v.s hr vi a flattered i i; felt wuh fr.ch agreeable hop«.s, nor lheued 
v.m 1‘olici.u de for & r.at a fortune. 
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away from the Cardinal and the Princes of the 
bloud might rail upon themlelves. As the princes 
of the blood, by teeming to reiign their hopes m 
favour of the Cardinal, they had an oblique view 
towards themfeives ; which {hewed them, that after 
him the crown would moreen lily revert to them, than 
if it puffed to the head of a foreigner. The Spaniards 
comprehended the meaning of ad the intrigues of 
the Princes of 1 orrain, and, one may eaiily ima¬ 
gine, never forgave them. 

This common intereft of the nobles, which united 
them againft Spain and the Princes of the blood, 
divided them afterwards into as many branches as 
they had heads. Every one believed his own fitted: 
for the diadem. Jealoufy and malice were foon of 
the party, and each difputed for the crown, for the 
foie pleafure of hindering one another from obtain¬ 
ing it. It was the confolaticn of thofe who found 
themfeives excluded Some of rheie parties ob¬ 
jected to one perfon only, and comforted himfelf 
for not being able to lucceed for himfelf, if he 
could fruftrate his machinations. Of this clafs was 
the clergy, which, without naming any perfon for 
the throne, ufed only their turnoff endeavours to 
hinder the King of Navarre from being elected. 
Another undertook to fupplant two, three, or 
more of the competitors : but there was not one 
from any of thefe motives who was capable of 
forming a party io much luperior to the others, as 
to bear down all its oppoiers. The people, al¬ 
though generally the {laves of their prejudice in fa¬ 
vour of a fubjefl, were here, by the number of 
fubjects, hindered from determining. And upon 
this occafion it happened, as has been often expe¬ 
rienced, that adopting the ftvle of that iort of in¬ 
different and neutral perfons who were always to be 
found in public aflemblies, an affair of this import¬ 
ance was turned into a mere {hew, and caufed only 

laughter 
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laughter at the unhappy candidates who were re¬ 
jected. 

But thefe intrigues, this play of falfehcods, could 
not laft long. In luch iort of debates, the ftrft de¬ 
liberations, and the firfl motions, are fuggefted by 
the paffions. If by a concurrence of caules they 
are prevented from fucceeding, reafon, though it 
(lowly appears in tumultuous aflemblies, vet for¬ 
ces itfelf at laft to be feen and acknowledged, and 
after long oppofition is followed through neceffity. 
The firft thing that was done on this occafton was 
by mean of the parliament, which weighing more 
maturely the different propofols that were brought 
upon the carpet, either for a Spanifti King, or one 
of Lot rain, found that it would be an everlafting 
reproach to them, to fuffer a law fo fundamental 
as the hereditary right of fucceftion to be infringed * 
and began, without knowing well what would be 
the confequence, by granting an edict * which for¬ 
bad the carrying the crown out of the royal family. 
This was far from being a new thought; there 
was not one who had it not, and who did not feel 
the injuftice of aCting contrary to it. But in order 
to give it due efficacy, it feems it was neceftary it 


* The edi£t was patted the 28th of Jure. “ This a£Uon,” fays 
Villeroy, vol. 2. p. 58. (( was the more applauded by all good men, 
“ as the danger tha attended it was fo great: it w as ceriainly of great 
u ufe, and I mutt fay, that the kingdom owed its fafety ro the 
<( court.” John Le Maitre, although made Prefident of the parlia¬ 
ment of the league by the Duke of MaYenne, the Prefident Edward 
Mole, the Coun ellor William Du-Vair, afterwards keeper of the 
feals. Stephen FJeury, Peter d’Amours, Lazarus Coquely, &c. were 
the chief promoters of this edift. Ii confequence of it, the Prefi¬ 
dent Le Maitre, with the Counfellors De Fleury and d’Amours, 
were deputed that fame day, to mace remonftrances to the Duke of 
MaTenre, as li'utenant-general of the crown. The Duke com¬ 
plained bitterly of this affront from the parliament ; and the Arch- 
bifhop <’f Lvons, who was with him, having repeated the word af¬ 
front in a pattion, and trea’ed the deputies with bad language, the Pre¬ 
fident Le Matire filenced hint w-ith great authority and dignity. See 
Memoirs of the league, vol. 9; Memoirs of Nevers, vol. 2. p. 635. 
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fliould be propofed with weiglit and gravity. The 
edi£t did the builnels. 

The rights of the royal family began to appear 
facred to a thoufand perfons, who a moment be¬ 
fore had not refle&ed upon them. Spain, whofe 
attempt was fruhrated by this edith, might have 
hill warded off the blow, had lhe united with the 
Lorrains, whom it equally hruck at ; but the more 
flie thought hie was intitled to reckon upon their 
fuifrage$, the more irreconcileable was her enmity 
toward them, when fhe found they had betiayecl 
her. They could never make up to her, and their 
conftant mifunderftanding infenlibly paved the way 
for the victory of their common adverfary. 

To accompiifh this, there remained but one hep 
to be taken, which was prevented by the hrong op- 
pofition of the clergy * ** ' A hop therefore was put 
to the affair for fome time : they refumed, as if for 
amufement, fome of their former worn-out projects. 
Different hopes were again raifed to be loon and ef¬ 
fectually extinguifhed ; for there was not one per- 
fon who did not tacitly confefs, that if the King f 
abjured, all contehation would be at an end. E- 
very one voted for the engaging him to comply 
with this dem ind, and they applied themfelves to 
it, not {lightly as before, but from a more clear 
and dihinCt view of the true intereh of the hate : 


* All the memoirs of thefe times confirm the violent proceedings 
and outngcous behavi ur of the Cardinal de Pkfance, Legate, and 
of almoft all the bilhops of France, and curates of P^ris and the S<*r- 
bonne. “ De-b^urbonnez nous, Seignior,” was the explication a 
preacher gave of that pafTage of feripture, “ Deliver me, O Lord, on: 

** of the miry clay.” There is an infinite number of luch circum- 
ftances, the malignitv ot wh ch cannot furely be excufed by zeal fer¬ 
tile true rehgion. De Th^-u obf-rves, that the clergy was the only 
one of three efbtes that pcrfilkd in voting for a war. 

-f* h wi? demonfirated at h*s time, that Henry IV. was not only 
the la ful heir to the crown, that was never difputed, but alfo that 
in his perfon the three races ot our Kings were united. See a proof 
n a new work intitled, “ Genealogical hillories of all the fovereign 
families,” in the 22d genealogical table. 
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a view which from this moment became that of the 
parliament and the whole people, and which met 
With no more oppofition, but what fomc nobles, for 
their perfonal intereft, were pleafed to create. 

The Dukes of Mai'enne, Nemours, and Mer- 
coeur, teftified the greateft obftinaev, as was moft 
natural, confidering that they, of all others, had 
been mod: flattered : but bad as their intentions 
were, they could not hinder a conference with the 
King from being propofed in the dates, and car¬ 
ried by a plurality of voices. It was, however, in 
their power to deftrov or fufpeml the edict ; and 
they did not fail to do fo : for this purpofe they 
ufed their utmod endeavours ; they fet their emif- 
faries to work, took advantage of the King’s bad 
iucced at Sclles % caufed Mansfield to advance, 
who took Noyon, gave all the force they were 
able to die Pope’s refilling to allow the Cardinalde 
Gondy, and the Marquis de Pifanv, whom the King 
had lent to him, to enter Rome, or even to fet 
foot in lib Holinefs’s territories Could they flat¬ 
ter themfelves, that the irregularity of tbele pro¬ 
ceedings would not be remarked, after having lb 
often protefted, that in all their actions they had 
only the intereft of reugion in view, and that they 
were ready to fubmit to Henry as foon as he fliouid 
quit his errors ? No perfon was deceived ; but al¬ 
though they prevented all the confequences which 
the conference held at burene, in the month of A- 
pril f, might have produced, it was thought thelafl 

e fibre 


* The journey which Henry TV. took towards Tours, and the ne- 
ceiiitv to which h* reduced h mlcif of railing the (lege of the city cf 
Scil:s in Berry, were then thught confidetable faults. 

•fl In the latter end of Ap’ il, and during part cf ?he menth of May. 
Sre :n the records, vol. 8^89. of MSS. in Cue royal library ; Vi.le- 
loy’s memoirs of ftate, vo!. 4. $ Matbnu and Cayct, ibid. &c. 
The Archhifhop of JV.urges, who pleaded the King’s can e, maintain 
ed, that obedience is due to Pagan princes, and lupported t'r.h edTirr- 
tton by the authority ot 8t. Paul, the privileges of the Gallic church. 
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effort of an expiring power. It appeared plainly, 
that if the King, after having confented thatnoPro- 
teftant deputy fhould appear at that conference, had 
not yet entirely complied, it was becaufe the leaguers 
raifed more difficulties about temporal, than the 
King about fpiritual matters. The people, efpe- 
ciahy, were difpofed to do him all juftice, and the 
fweets of a truce, which was the only benefit re- 
fulting from this conference, drew them. entirely 
into his interefts But I now return more particu¬ 
larly to this prince. 

lie made Mante the place of his conftant refi- 
dence, where all his prudence was fcarce fuffeient 
to keep a party, compofed of perfons fo oppofite in 
their fentiments, entire He had been alarmed at 
firft, with the convention of the hates, and with fo 
much the more reafon, as the firft thought which 
fuggefted itfelf to his mind on that occalion, was, 
that an affembly, in appearance fo auguft and re- 
fpedtable, would foon find a remedy for the difor- 
dersof the ftate. Under this apprehenfion, the King 
began to flatter the Catholics more than was his cu- 
ftom ; and, as we have juft feen, made fome efforts 
to gain the Pope, to the end that he might not ex- 
tinguifh in both parties the only hope that could 
hinder them from coming to an open rupture with 
him. It may be eafily imagined, that this could 
not be done without awakening the difeontent of 
the Huguenots. But the King, by his wifdom, was 
beforehand with them ; and it appeared, that no¬ 
thing was done but in confequence of that general 
counril of che Proteftants. of which we hav alrea¬ 
dy feen that the lefult was to turn the thing into 
art and negotiation When their complaints grew 
too loud, and the King found reafon to fear that 


and by many other unanfwerable proofs. Infupportable as the argu¬ 
ments alledgcd by the Archbifhop ol Lyons lo the contrary were, 
they prevailed in this conference. 

Vol.I. Rr 
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they would carry things to extremity againft him, 
he knew how to appeafe them by lb me new mili¬ 
tary expedition, which he likewife engaged in, to 
convince the people ftili more, that this fame prince, 
who appeared lo eafy. and gracious, was no lefs 
worthy to command them for his valour and abi¬ 
lities in war. 

As fo,on as he was informed of the dilunion that 
raged in the ftates, the trouble and conteftations 
that every word gave rife to, he looked upon this 
aftembly to be the happy means by which his de- 
ftgns would be accomplilhed ; and all this perplex- 
ty now was, the regulating his conduit with the 
great number of mediators who meddled in his af¬ 
fairs, as loon as it was propofed in the ftates to treat 
with him. This prince would at that time have found 
no obftacle to the crown, if he had appeared of a 
humour to fatisfy the exceffive demands which the 
nobles and other members of the league began to 
make him; but he was relolved that pofterity 
fliould never reproach him with his having owed the 
regal dignity to his meannefs, in fubmitting to the 
avidity and the caprice of his fubjecls. That he was 
thus able to refift his natural inclination and ardor 
to afeend the throne, was a convincing proof of 
his being well worthy of it. 

I ought here to do juftice to fome of them, (the 
number indeed is not very great); but I am well 
uffured, that Meff. de Belfievre, de Belin, and Za- 
niet, for inftance, had no view to their own inter- 
efts in thofe applications which they made to the 
King. Some others there might be, who behaved 
in the fame manner; but of them I cannot fpeak 
with any certainty. As to the reft, I fhall content 
myfelf with naming the principal agents deputed to 
the King, as well by the league and the ftates, as 
by the clergy and French nobility. I fhall not re¬ 
peat names already mentioned, but add to them 
only the Cardinal de Condv, the A'larechals d’Au- 

mont 
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mont and de Bouillon, the Admiral de Biron, Mefft 
D’O, de Vitry, deLux, du Pleflis, la Verriere, de 
Fleurv, and the Abbe de Chefy. A great many 
others remained undiftinguilhed in this croud, al¬ 
though there was not one among ft them, who was 
not perfuaded in his own mii^d, that he fhould.be 
one day mentioned in hiftory, as the perfon who 
had given the decilive blow. I once counted over 
to the King, by their names, above a hundred of 
thofe perfons. Thofe that remained would make 
a fine decoration here, if one could for a moment 
only open and difplay the hearts of thofe ardent 
counfellors. Vanity, the defire of favour, felf-inte- 
reft, vile artifice, jealoufy, knavery, and treachery, 
would be all one could di(cover in them. 

There were Lome who, till the laft moment, did 
not quit their difguife, by which they abufed the 
privilege of conferring with this prince, in order 
to betray more fecurely, and to fpread fnares for 
him, which any other could not have efcaped. It 
is with regret that I name Villeroy * and Jeannin 

* In the lft volume of Villeroy’s Memoirs of date, which con¬ 
tains only a judification of this fecretary’s conduct, he candidly con- 
felTes, that he Would never have been prevailed opon to engage in the 
party of Henry IV. if he had not beforehand taken all the receflary 
meaiures for the fecurity of the Catholic relig On. He conftdes aljo, 
with the fame fincerity, his connections with the league and Spain, 
and the political principal which he had efpoufed, that, in making 
peace, it was moft advantageous for the King, to feparate him from 
the intereft of England, and unite him with Spain. With regard to 
other a. cufations, he defends himfelf with great force. He protefted 
that he never received any money from Spain ; and whatever argu¬ 
ments he offered, either in the dates or any other councils, were fin- 
rerely meant for the King’s advantage, and to forward the peece. 
See the note upon this fubjcCt fome pages above, and what is faid in 
the preface to this work. As to the oath taken by the league, which 
the Duke of Sully here mentions, and which is the mod ferious ar¬ 
ticle againft Villerov, he is clearly juftiried by Matthieu, vol. 2. p. 153. 
ct feqq. by Cayet, Cnron. Noven. book 5. p. 229. and fome other 
hilforians ; lb that it mull be confelTed, that this is an error in our Me¬ 
moirs. According to thefe hifrorions, Villeroy had not only no part 
in this oaih, but was alfo abfolutely ignorant of it, till Henry IV. 
ftiowed him this writing at Fountainb.eau, and charged him to re- 
monflrate the bafenefs of fuch a proceeding to the Duke of Mafenne, 
Jl r 2 whom 
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here; but the fact is too well known, and the con- 
fufion they were afterwards in, when the king pu¬ 
blicly reproached them with it at Fountainbleau, is 
a conviction of it, as well as the interefted conduct 
Villeroy afterwards obferved. Two days only be-* 
fore the king’s abjuration, thofe gentlemen employ¬ 
ed themfelves fo ufefullv, that they procured a fe- 
cret afiembly to be held, compofed of the Pope’s 
and the king of Spain’s minifters, and the chief 
partifans of the league, either in perfon, or by proxy, 
for the Dukes of Nemours and Mercccr, then ab- 
fent. In this afiembly, the legate made them all 
fwear, upon the crofs, the evangelifts, and even 
the hoft, to maintain the league, till they faw, up^- 
on the throne of France, (I fpeak* it with pain), a 
king agreeable to Spain; and, above all, never to 
acknowledge the king of Navarre for fuch, though 
he Ihould join to the claim of his birth that of a fin- 
cere abjuration. This very pious and charitable 
oath, figned by the whole afiembly, was inclofed ini 
a packet, and fent to Rome. It was from a letter 
wrote by the Cardinal of Placentia to fome mem¬ 
bers of parliament, the bearer of which was taker* 
up at Lyons by the King’s foldiers, that we came 
to the knowledge of this piece. In this manner did 
they fport with fidelity, virtue, and religion. This 
circumftance, though anticipated, feems to me not 
improperly mentioned here. 

Amongft that croud of negotiators and coun- 
fellors, there were many who imagined to deceive 
the King, and who only deceived themfelves. The 
King let them remain in this opinion, not to per- 

■whom Villeroy was at that time, by the King’s command, honeftly 
endeavouring to fepar-.te from h 1 ague. But it s ft ill more cer¬ 
tain, that when Villeroy r°proached the Duke of MaVenne with this 
criminal Ifep, MaVenne answered him in ihefe words : is I would 
* c neither tell yoll nor the Pr fident Jvannin of this oath, becanfe I 
“ had promifed other wife to the Spaniard' and the legate, and was 
st not ignorant that yen would never be brought to approve of fuch a 
f remedy,” Matt Hsu, i>, 155. 
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fuade thefe fchemers, but the people, of the faci¬ 
lity of bringing him to the point they wifhed. I 
fpeak this becaufe I was told it by the King him- 
felf. I remember one night, which was, I believe, 
on the 15th of February, when all the courtiers 
had quitted his apartment, he lent Ferret, his fecre- 
tary, to bring me to him, who introduced me into 
his chamber, where I found him in bed. He own¬ 
ed to me, that he was under a neceflity of uling 
this precaution whenever he had an inclination to 
converfe with me, that he might not give difguft 
to the Catholics and the Protcdants likewife, who 
hated me dill more, perhaps, through jealouly, than 
the former did through a natural averllon. After 
complaining of this reftraint, in terms very obli¬ 
ging to me, he talked to me of thofe affairs which 
were at prefent upon the carpet, and of the in¬ 
trigues of the courtiers to give themfelves the ho- 
noui of the decifion. I had laid before, and it had 
been repeated to the King, that I was afraid his 
caly dilpofition would make him give up more than 
he ought to do. But the manner in which this 
prince reprefented to me the date of affairs, and 
painted the different characters of all the pretenders 
to his favour, convinced me I had been deceived. 
I was fuprifed at that judnefs of penetration with 
which he, at a glance, difeerned truth through all 
the veils that oblcured it. Nor was I lefs charmed, 
when, fubmitting his knowledge to mine, he iniift- 
ed upon my preferibing to him the manner in which 
he lliould dnifh an affair, which, to confefs the 
truth, was not without danger till the lad moment. 
I endeavoured to excufe myfelf from accepting this 
honour ; but all I could obtain was a delay of three 
days to take my refolution : it was during this con- 
verfation that the King fil’d fpoke to me about his 
defign of intruding his finances to my care. 

After three days mature reflection, I waited up¬ 
on the King with the fame fecrecy. I reliflied none 
©f the fchemes that had been recommended to him, 

and 
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and which differed only in the proportion of thofe 
rewards which were to be granted to the principal 
members of the league, and to other interefted per- 
fons. My opinion was, that matters were not yet 
ripe for a conclufion ; which I fupported with the 
following arguments : That the King was freed 
from that only fear which could induce him to pre¬ 
cipitate the iftue ; by which I meant the fear that 
all thefc pretenders to royalty fhould unite refolute- 
iy in favour of a fubje<ft ; becatlfe the mifunder- 
ftanding which had already rifen among the princes, 
the nobles, and the minifters of Spain, gaining 
ftrength every day, we could not but expeft to fee 
them foon ftudious to deftroy each other’s preten- 
ftons. This being fuppofed, which was the eften- 
tial point, it muft neceflarily happen, that thofe who 
were inditferent, and had right intentions, would 
bind themfelves more clofely to the King’s party : 
That this effect was already indubitable, with re¬ 
gard to thofe cities of France which were at too 
great a diftance from the league and the cabal, to 
be influenced by their impreffions and warmth : 
That the chiefs of the league themfelves, through 
hatred, jealoufy, or even a confideration of their 
own intereft, would, one after the other, throw 
themfelves into the King’s party : That the bare 
hopes only which this prince would fuffer them to 
entertain, would give him beforehand moft of thofe 
advantages he could gain from the accomplifhment 
of them, and would not expofe him to dangers : 
That the dangers of a too precipitate execution 
were, firft, an open reparation of the Proteftants, 
who were not yet fufHciently prepared for this 
change, which might produce the moft fatal confe 
quences ; ftnee the King, not being yet fecure of 
all the Catholics to oppofe them, would remain at 
the mercy of both parties; and, fecondly, the ne- 
ceffity he laid himfeif under, by throwing himfelf 
into the arms of the Catholics, of granting all their 
demands, however exorbitant they were ; which, 

both 
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both for the prefent and the future, was of dange¬ 
rous confequence: That it was neceffary to allow 
thefe fchemers, and all the chiefs of the league, 
time to give a precife form to their demands, by 
which they would perceive, that they were incroach- 
ing upon each other; which would oblige them to 
reduce of themfelves their excefhve pretenfions, to 
agree, that by fetting too high a value upon flight 
fervices, they would put it out of the King’s power 
to fatisfy them, and at length to feek their own 
interdl in the general intereft of the ftate. I told 
the King, that he would find the firft who took 
this ftep would be thofe, who having, only at the 
inftigation of foreign powers, demanded latisfac- 
tions which they were perhaps defirous of fharing 
with them, would begin to he fenfible of the inju- 
ftice of their proceedings, in proportion as their 
hatred of thofe foreigners increafed: and that thofe 
very foreigners, finding the King fo ready to com¬ 
ply with the demands that were made upon him, 
would make others demand what they themfelves 
did not believe they could obtain. 

I {hewed the King, that whatever change fhould 
happen in his affairs, it could not be fo fudden but 
he would have it in his power to prevent it, fince 
a few wofd,s would fuffice for that; whereas, by 
gaining time, he would difcover all their defigns, 
and could fecretly break thofe connexions that 
might be among them, till all that remained to put 
an entire conclufion to the treaty, would be to be- 
ftow fome fatisfaXions upon thofe who had really a 
right to demaud them, To bring affairs happily to, 
this end, I faw nothing better to be done, than for 
the King to perfift in that conduX he had hitherto 
obferved : To receive every one kindly ; promife 
little ; feeixi defirous of bringing matters to a con¬ 
clufion ; afcribe always the fault of delays to obfta*: 
cles, and earneffly endeavour to.remove them. This, 
in mv opinion, is the manner in which one generally 
ought to act in political affairs which are a little 
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thorny. It is well known in theory, that the diffe¬ 
rence between precipitation and diligence is, that 
this laft, as much a foe to ina&ion and doth as the 
other, engages in nothing wit* out having hrft con- 
fulted judgement upon it; while in practice they are 
almofl: always confounded. 

In thofe arguments which I made life of to the 
King, his converiion was always the foundation I 
fuppofed ; and his Majefty, bv contradicting none 
of them, gave me to underhand, that he would not 
be hopped by that formality. I added only one 
thing more; which was, that he would not iuffer 
this negotiation to degenerate into mere debates, as 
his adverfaries did, but clap fome military expedi¬ 
tion to it. Having many other reafons to add, I 
offered to give them to the King in writing His 
Majehy replied, there was no occallon for it; that 
he believed he comprehended all I could have to 
fay to him ; and that, when he had time himfelf, 
he would difcourfe with me upon a fyhem, by which 
it feemed to him, that, after having united himfelf 
to the Ca,holies, it would not be impoffible to re¬ 
concile them to the Proteflants. 

That this refolution might be fully executed, the 
King, at his return to Mante, after the breaking 
off the conference of Surene, caufed others, whol¬ 
ly upon the fubjeCls of religon, to be held between 
the Catholic doctors and the Proteffant minifters; 
at which he was regularly prefent: and, on the o- 
ther hand, he made his preparations for opening 
the campaign, in the month of April, by fome ac¬ 
tion of importance, rather indeed to keep up his 
reputation with the people, than with a clelign to 
continue ferioully a war, for which his funds were 
abfolutely infufficient. 

This expediton was the liege of Dreux, for 
which the King borrowed a large fum of money 
from the city of Mante ; and leaving that place a- 
bout the beginning of April, came to pafs the river 
of Eure at Serify, while I on my fide affembled, and 
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Jed the neceflary artillery. The Admiral de Biron, 
by the King’s order, inverted the city, which made 
little rertrtance: all the difficulty lay in taking the 
cartle, and efpecially the tower Grife, which was 
cannon-proof. I promifed the King to carry it, if 
he would give me four Engiifh and Scotch miners, 
and a certain number of workmen. My enterprife 
did not fail to furnifh matter for laughter and con¬ 
tempt to my enemies, who eagerly feized this occa¬ 
sion to mortify me. The King, though very doubt¬ 
ful of my fuccefs, granted my requeft. 1 led my 
miners and pioneers to the foot of the tower, where, 
to guard them againrt the fire and efforts of the be- 
fieged, I covered them with mantelets, and ftrong 
pieces of wood, and made them apply fo clofely 
and with fuch eagerriefs to the work, that, out of 
fix and thirty pioneers which I had, four only 
could work at once : the hardnefs of the rtone ex- 
liaurted their rtrength, and covered them with fweat 
the inrtant they began to work ; but I caufed them 
to be relieved immediately by four others ; fo that 
the work was not difcontinued for one moment, 
although the enemies within endeavoured to deftroy 
them, by precipitating large pieces of rtone, and 
firing inceffantly upon them. 

When I found that, notwithftanding this vigo¬ 
rous defence, I had the very firrt day made an open¬ 
ing five feet in height, three in width, and four in 
depth, I believed the fuccefs almort infallible. Six 
days were confumed in this work. I inclofed three 
or four hundred pounds of excellent powder, in 
feveral cavities of rtx or feven feet fquare, in the 
thickert part of the wall, which I fhut up with 
rtrong ftones cemented together with planter, lea¬ 
ving a partage only for two large faucifies of dry 
hides filled with good powder, the end of which 
reached to the powder within, and joined on the 
outfide of the tower a train to which the fire was 
to be put. The Duke of Montpenfier, defirous of 

Vol.I. S f feeing 
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feeing the difpofition of this machine, received a 
mulket-fliot there in his face. Every one waited 
impatiently for my confufion, the refult of this 
great work. And when they were informed of the 
time when I was to fet fire to it, they eargerly af- 
fembled to behold the effect: which was not indeed 
inftantaneous ; for at firB a low found was heard, 
accompanied with a good deal of fmoke, during 
which a thoufand contemptuous glances were caft 
upon me ; and I was forced to endure as many 
Brokes of raillery upon my mine: but I foon had my 
revenge. In a few minutes, a much thicker cloud 
of fmoke rofe as high at the tower, and, in an an- 
Bant, we faw it feparate precifely into two parts, 
one of which fell, dragging men, women, and chil¬ 
dren with it, who were buried under its ruins. The 
other continued Bill handing, but in fuch a condi¬ 
tion, that we could behold under its uncovered roof 
all thofe that were within, who, terrified and alto- 
nifhed at fuch an horrible accident, and at our fol- 
diers firing immediately and dire&ly upon them, 
fent forth moB lamentable cries. The King, mo¬ 
ved with co paflion, ordered the fire to ceafe, and 
fending for thofe miferable objetts, gave a crown 
to each of them. The caftle inBantly lurrendered; 
and this once I was fure, that the government of 
a city, taken almoB wholly by my means, would 
no be refuled me. But D’O triumphed in gaining 
it from me, and I yielded it to him, after the King 
had reprefented to me, that the terms he was upon 
with the Catholic party made it impolitic to difob- 
lige them for fo flight a fubjedl. 

'The king Bopped only to perform a few more’ 
fuch little expeditions, and returned immediately to 
Mante, to refume his conferences. This alternate 
fuccefiion of war and debates laBed all the time 
that the Bates continued to be held, and even till the 
day of the King’s abjuration. I ihould betray the 
caufe of truth, if I fullered it to be only fufpcdled, 
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that policy, the threats of the Catholics, the fatigue 
of labour, the love of repofe, the defire of freeing 
himfelf from the tyranny of foreigners, or even the 
good of the people, though highly laudable in it- 
felf, had entirely influenced the King’s laft refolu- 
tion. As far as I am able to judge of the heart of 
this prince, which I believe I know better than any 
perfon, it was indeed thofe confldei ations which 
firft hinted to him the thoughts of his converlion ; 
and I confefs, that I myfelf fuggefted no others to 
him, fully perfuaded, as I have always been, al¬ 
though a Calvinift, from what I have gathered from 
the moft learned of the reformed minifterS, that 
God is no lefs honoured in the Catholic than in the 
Proteftant church. But at length the King felt him¬ 
felf brought fo far, as to regard the Catholic faith 
as the moft fure. The character of candor and 
fincerity which I always obferved in this prince, 
perfuades me, that he would have ill worn, during 
all the remainder of his life, fuch a difguife. 

Moreover, the confefilon I make here ought not 
to be judged hardly of. It is not furprifing that 
Henry, who had never heard fo much fpoken of 
religion as in thefe conferences, and in thefe conti¬ 
nual controveidles, fhould fuffer himfelf to be 
drawn on that fide, which they were careful to 
make always victorious *. For it muft be obfer¬ 
ved, as an effeft of the King’s prudent delays, that 
all, even the Proteftants, nay more, the Proteftant 
clergy who were employed in the conferences, were 
at laft thoroughly convinced, that the King’s change 
of religion was a thing abfolutelv neceflary for the 
good of the ftate, for peace, and even for the ad¬ 
vantage 

* All thefe difcourfes of the cardinals and prelates of France, whe¬ 
ther intended to enlighten hi? understanding, or increafe his zeal, 
may be found in vol. 9214. of MSS. in the King’s library. 

The fincerity of his converfion is there proved by the following 
marks : His refpect for the Pope, the cardinals, and the whole cler¬ 
gy; his folicituds for the converfion of the young Prince of Conde ; 
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vantage of both religions: fo that there was a kind 
of general confpiracy to draw him to it The Pro- 
teftant clergy either defended themfelves no longer, 
or did it fo weakly, that their adverfaries had al¬ 
ways the advantage. 

The Abbe du Perron, who was there as in the 
field of his glory, was not a man who would lofe 
the fruits of his victory! With that foft and infi- 
nuating converfation, that ftrong and perfuaflve e- 
loquence, that inexhauftible fund of erudition, fup- 
ported by a prodigious memory, he could neither 
be overthrown, nor convicted of falfehood, but by 
the help of a whole library; a kind of languiihing 
defence. With princes, the transition from com* 
plaifance to flattery is very eafy. Some of the 
Proteftant clergy, who were moil about the King, 
and whom he confulted upon his difficulties, for¬ 
mally betrayed their faith f ; or, by a concerted 
perplexity, flattered that religion which they al¬ 
ready looked upon to be the religion of the King. 

The leaders of the Proteflant party were not fo 
eafily brought this length. They were fometimes 
untra&able. It was in vain to remonftrate to them, 
that, by their obftinacy, the King would lofe the 
crown ; and that, iince it was necelTary it fhould be 
poffefied by a Catholic.prince, it was an advantage 
to them, that this Catholic prince was the fame 
who had fo long been affectionately united with 
them, and upon whofe friendfhip they might rcc- 


his alliance with the Pope, by marrying the Princefs of Florence ; bis 
endeavours to cultivate a good intelligence between the fovereign 
Pontiff and the King of Engiand ; the marriage of his filler with inz 
Duke of Bar ; the ereclion of the hofpital for Tick, and other build¬ 
ings ; the iepulchre of cur Lord, and the holy places; the fatisfadlion 
which he fhewed at the victory gained over the Calvinifts by the Bi- 
fhop of Evreux, See. 

-f D’.Aubigne names feme of thefe Propellants; and cbferves alfo, 
that the Marchionefs de ’Monceaux, the King’s miflrefs, adled the 
fame part, in the hope of becoming Queen herfelf, it Henry Ihould 
be declared King. Vol. 3. book 3. chap. 22. 
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kon. They had flattered themfelves, that they 
fhould fee a prince of their own faith upon the 
throne, and that Calvinifm fhould be the eftablifh- 
ed religion in France. They thought it hard to be 
deprived of this advantage. Self-love in all reli¬ 
gions makes fuch a lofs be looked upon as irre¬ 
parable * ** . 

The King experienced this excefs of bad humour, 
when fome of the chief cities in the kingdom, that 
had been luffered to groan under the oppreflion of 
an infinite number of little tyrants, fir ft applied to 
his Majefty, and deputed the Count of Belin to de¬ 
mand of him the freedom of commerce. Henry 
was either at Mante, or at Vernon, when the Count 
of Belin came to make him this propofition, which 
he received in the prefence of his whole council. 
There was not a Proteftant there who appeared 
willing that lie fhould grant it; and what is ftill 
more furprifing, it met with equal oppofition from 
the Catholics, without their being able to aflign a 
lawful, or even a plaufible reafon. All thefe per- 
fons perplexed one another in their deliberations, 
and perceived plainly that their opinion was ground- 
lefs, yet they could not alter it. The King look¬ 
ing at me that moment, “ Monfieur de Rofny, 
(faid he to me), what makes you fo thoughtful ? 
p Will not you fpeak your mind abfolutely any 
“ more than others? ” I took the word, and was 
not afraid to declare myfelf againft all thofe who 
had given their opinions, by maintaining, that it 
was neceflary not to hefitate a moment in complet¬ 
ing the gaining the people over to the King’s in- 


* “ If I follow your advice," replied Henry IV. to a clergyman, 
named La-Faye , who addrefled him in the name of the Proteflant 
party, (i there will in a little time be neither a king nor kingdom in 
u France. It is my defire to give peace to all my fui jc&s, and re- 

** pole to my foul. Confider among yourfelves what is mod necef- 
“ fary for your own fecuiitv ; you flail always find me ready to con- 
ct tent you." Chrcn. Noven. ib. 

terefts, 
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terefts, by an inftance of kindnefs which he might 
revoke if he found that they abufed it. This advice 
raifed a cry of difapprobation, which I have always 
regarded as a recrimination of that confent I had 
extorted from the council, which has been men¬ 
tioned before. I he King was obliged to yield, to 
their importunity ; and the Count of Belin return¬ 
ed without iuccefs. 

Henry, however, made his reflexions upon this 
refufal; and judging that there wanted but little 
more of the fame nature to alienate totally the 
people's affeXions from him, and to induce them 
to go over to the party of his enemies, he refolved 
to defer his converflon no longer. He well per¬ 
ceived, that he ought no longer to expeX to van- 
quifh the oppofltion of certain of the Proteftants, 
or to obtain their full confent to this ftep * ; but 
that it was necelTary to do fome violence, and to 
hazard fome murmurs, which would end in no¬ 
thing. As for the Catholics of his party, the 
King endeavoured only to difllpate their fears, 
that, looking upon them as perfons of whom he 
was fecure, he would apply himfelf wholly to the 
gaining the reft, by beftowing all favours upon 
them. He therefore at laft declared publicly, that 
the 20th of July fhould be the day of his abju¬ 
ration ; and named the cjvurch of St. Denis for 
this ceremony. 

This declaration difconcerted the league, and 
filled the hearts of the people, and the Catholics of 
the royal party, with joy. The Proteftants, al¬ 
though they had expeXed it, murmured and ftirug- 
ged up their fhoulders, and did for form’s fake all 

* Henry IV. was always fenfible, that his abjuration would ex- 
pofe him to great hazards , which made him write in this manner to 
Mademoifelle d’Eflreeb. “ On Sunday I fii 11 take a pm.ous leap. 
c< While T am writing to you, I ha\e a hundred trc ublef me people 
ee about me, which makes me dertft Sr. Denis ns much as you do 

Mante,” Szc . See the new edition of Henry the Great’s letters. 

that 
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that fuch a juncture required of them ; but they 
did not exceed the bounds of obedience. All the 
ecclefiaflics, with Du-Perron, intoxicated with his 
triumph, at their head, flocked together ; every 
one was defirous of a fhare in this work. Du- 
Perron, for whom I had obtained the bifhopric of 
Evreux, thought he could not fliew his gratitude* 
for it in a better manner, than by exerciiing his 
function of converter upon me. He accofled me 
with all the confidence of a conqueror, and propo- 
fed to me to be prefent at a ceremony, where he 
flattered himfelf lie ihould fhine with fuch lights, 
as would diflipate the profoundefl darknefs. “ Sir, 
“ (replied I,) “ all I have to do by being prefent 
li at your difputes, is, to examine which fide pro- 
“ duces the ftrongeft and moft valid reafons. The 
u fiate of affairs, your number, and your riches, 
“ require that your diftintSlions fliould prevail.” 
In effect, they did. There was a numerous court 
at St. Denis,, and all was conducted with great 
pomp and fplendor. I may be difpenfed with, 
dwelling upon the defcription of a ceremony, 
which the Catholic hiflorians * will do with equal 
prolixnefs and complacency. 

I did not imagine I could be of anyufe at this 
time; therefore kept myfelf retired, as one who 
had no intereft in the ihew that was preparing, 
when I was vifited by Du-Perron, whom the Car¬ 
dinal of Bourbon had fent to me, to decide a final 
difpute that had arifen about the terms in which the 
form of the King’s profeflion of faith Ihould be 
conceived. The Catholic priefts and dodbors fluff¬ 
ed it induftrioufly with all the trifles their heads 

* See, befides the above mentioned hiftorians, Mezerai, and the 
volume of MSS. marked S935. in 1he King s library j where may be 
found likewise the letter written to his Holinefs by the King, the 
commiflion given to M. du Perron, when he went 10 Rome to make 
a tender of obedience to the Pope, and the King’s declaration of the 
motives of his convcrlion. 


were 
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were filled with ; and were going to make it a ridi¬ 
culous paper, iriftead of a grave and folemn compo- 
lition. The Proteftant minifters, and the King 
himfelf, could not away * with the childifh infigni- 
iicancies with which they had ftuffed this formula ; 
and it accafioned a conteftation which had like to 
have ruined all. 

I went immediately with Du-Perron to the Car¬ 
dinal of Bourbon, with whom it was agreed, that 
none of the points of faith which were controvert¬ 
ed by the two churches fliould be omitted, but that 
all the reft fliould be fupprefTed as ufelefs. The 
parties approved of this regulation; and the inftru- 
ment f was drawn up in fuch a manner, that the 
King acknowledged there all the Roman tenets con¬ 
cerning the holy fcripture, the church, the num¬ 
ber and the ceremonies of the facraments, the fa- 
crifice of the mafs, tranfubftantiation, the dodftrine 
of juftification, the invocation of faints, the wor- 
ihip of relics and images, purgatory, indulgences, 
and the fupremacy and power of the Pope J. After 
which the fatisfadion was general II. 

BOOK 


*~ (< Let us not fpcak of a requiem , (faid Henry IV.) I am not 
de id yet.” 

-j- See the original of it in the old Memoirs. Du-PIeflis-Momay, 
and Mezerai after him, reproached the Kirg and the Catholics, ap¬ 
parently without any foundation, that this firft inftrument which 
they fupprefTed, was however the fame that was fenr to the Pope, as 
if the King had com po fed, written, and figned it with his own hand, 
but, in reality, counterfeited, by M. Lominie. Thefe are his 
own words, book j. p. 19S. booK 2. p. 207. 

J Another a<ff of equal validity, by which Henry IV. acknow¬ 
ledged the Pope’s authority, is the declaration w hich he made after 
his converfioD, that it was neceffary, and the confufion of affairs, 
that obliged him t' refufc ebfolution from the prelates of France, ra¬ 
ther than from thofe r.f St, Peter. This declaration is recorded in 
Viller y’- Memoirs of fhte, vol. 3. p. 61. 

jj It was Renauid, or Beaune de Samblaincai, ArchbHhop of Bour¬ 
ses, who received the King’s abiuiation. The Cardinal of Bourbon, 
who was not a prieft, and nine other bifliops, aflilfed at the ceremo¬ 
ny. Henry IV. entering the chapel of Sc. Penis, the Arcbbifhop laid 
to him, ** Who aie you ? (Henry replied) I am the King. t: Whac 
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T H E ceremony of the King’s abjuration was 
followed by a deputation * of the Duke of 
Nevers to Pvome, who, together with the Cardinal 
de Gondy, and the Marquis de Pifany, were to 
make the Pope the obeifance ufual in iuch cafes. 
Although this change was a mortal flroke for the 
league, the Spaniards and the Duke of Mai'enne 

€t is your requefl ? (faid the Archbifhop.) “ To be received, (faid 
<l the King) unto the pale of the Catholic, Apoflolic, and Roman 
€< church.” u Do you defire it ? ” added the prelate. “ Yes I do 
<( defire it, ” replied the King. Then kneeling, he faid, “ I pro- 
“ teft and fwear, in the prefence of Almighty God, to live and die 
“ in the Catholic. Apoflolic, and Roman religion : to protett and 
€{ defend it againft all its enemies, at the hazard of my blood and 
“ life, renouncing all herefies contrary to this Catholic, Apoflolic, 
“ and Roman church.” He afterwards put this fame confeffion, in 
writing into the hands of the Archbilhop, who piefented him his 
ring to kifs, giving him abfolution with a loud voice, and heard 
his confeflion, during which Te Deum was fung, See. See a par¬ 
ticular account of the ceremony in the hiflorians, Cayet, book 5. 
p. 222. et feyq* Matthieu, See. 

* Clement VIII. refuted to acknowledge and receive the Duke of 
Nevers as ambajfTador, and would oblige the French bifhops to go and 
prefent themfelves to the grand inquifitor, pretending that they had 
no power to abfolve the King. M. de Thou blames, with as much 
rcafon, the Pope's inflexibility upon this occafion, as he extols the 
couiage, prudence, and the whole conduit of the Duke of Nevers, 
book io8. See Mem. de Nevets.’ tom. 2. MSS. de bibliot. du 
Roi, and in the hiflorians above mentioned, the particulars of the 
embafiies of Nevers and Luxemburg, and the negotiations of Father 
Seraphin Olivari, De la Cliclle, of the Abbots du Perron and 
d’Oflat with the Holy Father. The Pope ftill deferred a long time 
an abfolution, which he had a great defire to grant, and received very 
ill La Clielle, who prefented to him the letters of Henry IV. Fa¬ 
ther Seraphin, who was prefent, and plainly perceived that the Pope’s 
anger was only feigned, faid to him merrily, “ Holy Father, if tee 
“ devil himfelfwas to come andafk an audience of you, and if there 
“ was any hope of converting him, you could not in confcieuce 
“ deny him it.” This made his Holinefs fmiie. 

Vol.I. Tt ftill 
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ftill held out They endeavoured to perfuade theiv 
partifans, that there ftill remained refources capable 
of fruftrating it: but all of them fpoke at that 
time contrary to their fentiments; and this feigned 
confidence was only dcfigned to obtain greater ad¬ 
vantages from the King, before he was well effa- 
blifhed on the throne. 

This is not a fimple conjecture, at leaft with re¬ 
gard to the King of Spain, lince it is certain, that 
he ordered Taxis and Stuniga to offer the King fuc- 
cours fufficient to reduce all the chiefs of the league 
and the Proteftant party, without annexing any o- 
ther condition to this offer, than a ffrict alliance be¬ 
tween the two crowns, and an agreement, that the 
King fhould give no fupport to die rebels in the 
Low Countries. Philip II. judged of Henry by 
himfelf, and confidered his converiion only as .the 
principle of a new political fyftem, which required 
him to betray his oldefr engagements. It may not, 
perhaps, be unufeful to make here a remark upon 
Spain : it is, that although before And after the 
death of Catharine de Medicis, fine had put a thou- 
fand different fprings in motion, and although Ihe 
had changed parties and intcrefts every time fhe 
thought it expedient to draw advantages from the 
divifions that agitated this kingdom, the Proteltant 
party was the only one to which fhe had never 
turned herfelf. She has often publicly proteffed, 
that fhe never had the leaff intention to gain or 
fuffer their alliance. It is by conlequence of this 
fame antipathy, that the Spaniards have conffantly 
refufed the new religion admiffion into their ffates: 
which cannot be attributed to any thing but the 
republican maxims with which thefe religioniffs are 
accufed of being tainted. The King being more 
and more convinced, that to choak the feeds of 
fchifm in his kingdom, it was neceffary to give 
none of the different factions occafion to boaft, that 
his power was at their difpofal; and that, to reduce 
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all parties, he mufc not efpoufe any : he therefore 
conftantly rejected thefe offers from hpain, and 
thole which the Duke of Maienne made him to the 
fame purpofe; but, at the fame time, appeared 
willing to treat with any of the chiefs or of the cities 
of the league which would Surrender, and to r£- 
-compenfe them in proportion to their forwardnefs 
and fervices : and it was this prudent medium that 
lie was refolved to perlift in. Although his laft 
action had united him to the religion of the league, 
yet his averhon to the lpirit of that body, and to 
the maxims by which it had ever been conducted, 
was not diminished: the very name only of the 
league was Sufficient to kindle his indignation. The 
Catholic leaguers fuppoling that his abjuration an- 
thoriled them to abolilh, in fome cities which de¬ 
pended upon them, the edicts that were favourable 
to the Huguenots, the King caufed them to be re- 
eftablifhed : and tho’ in fome places, the leaguers 
had obtained the confent even of the Huguenots 
themfelves (determined to purchafe peace at any 
price) for this purpofe, yet the Proteftant party 
murmuring at it, Henry cancelled all that had been 
done to that effect *, and manifefted, that his in¬ 
tention was to keep the balance always equal. 

The Duke of Maienne, finding that in his laft 
Scheme, which he had believed infallible, he was 
difappointed as well as the reft, placed all his fu¬ 
ture dependence upon his old friends the Parifians, 
and neglecfted no method by which he might awa¬ 
ken their mutinous humour. But very far from 
Succeeding in this attempt, he could not even hin¬ 
der them from difcovering their joy at what had 

* The King, on the t2th of December thfs year, held an alTdn- 
fcly of the Proteftants at Mante, in v»hich he publicly declared, that 
h:s chang-ng his rel'gion fhould make no alteration in the affair of 
the Prottftjnis, Men?, de la tigue, tome 5. And the Calvini' s ha¬ 
ving made man) demands, he told them, that he could not grant 
them, tut that hs would tolerate them. Matthieu, tom. a. b. 1. 
p . 164. 
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juft palled at St, Denis. They talked publicly of 
peace,, and in his very prefence; and he had the 
mortification to hear a propofal to fend deputies to 
the King, to demand a truce for fix months, and 
to be obliged to give his own confent to it. The 
truce for three months, that had been granted them 
at Surene f, had only given them a relifh for a 
longer one. 

The King gave audience to the deputies in full 
council. The greateft number of thofe who com- 
pofed it, liftening only to their jealoufy of the Duke 
of Mai'enne, whom they feared as a man that had* 
the means in his power of purchafmg favour and 
rewards, were of opinion, that no regard ought to 
be had to the demand of the deputies, becaufe the 
perfon who fent them perfifted in his revolt againft 
the King, ever fince his abjuration. Notwithftand^ 
ing. the juftice of not confounding the Duke of 
Maienne with the Parifians, I faw this advice was 
likely to be followed; and certainly it could not but 
have produced fomc terrible misfortune. I infilled 
fo ftronglyupon the advantage of letting the people, 
already recovered from their firft wanderings, tafte 
thefweetnefs of a peace, which would interellthem 
flill more in theKing’s favour, that this prince de¬ 
clared he would grant the truce they demanded of 
him, but only for the months of Auguft, Septem¬ 
ber, and October. 

The next day a prodigious concourfe of the po¬ 
pulace of Paris afiembled at St. Denis. The King 
ihewed himfelf to the people, afiifted publicly at 
mafs; where-ever he turned his fteps, the croud 
was fo great, that it was * fometimes impoftible to 

pierce 


■j* Or at Villet, fitua'ed between Paris and St. Denis, as it is ob- 
ferved in the Memoirs of the league. It is dated July 31. and was 
puMfhed the next day at Paris. 

* li They are wild,” i( faid Henry, to fee a King.” Etoile } ib . 
Jn a le ter which he wrote to Macemoifelle D'Eftrees, upon this or 
lbme f.mflar cccafijn, he fa\s, ,e A pleafant adventure befel me at 

church ; 
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pierce through them : at the fame moment, a mil¬ 
lion of voices together, cried, Long live the King. 
Every one returned, charmed with his good mien, 
his condefceniion, and that popular air which was 
natural to him. “ God blefs him, (laid they, with 
“ tears in their eyes,) and grant that he may foom 
“ do the fame in our church of Notre-Dame 
u in Paris.” J oblerved to the King this difpofi- 
tion of the people with regard to him : tender and 
fenlible as he was, he could not behold this fjpec- 
tacle without a lively emotion. 

The Spaniards had recourfe to their ordinary 
fubtilties. D’Entragues came to me one morning, 
and told me, that a Spaniard was juft arrived at St. 
Denis, charged with important difpatches, from 
Mandcce, who had ordered him to addrefs himfelf 
directly to me, as being the only man who had any 
knowledge of the propofals which he had a long 
time ago made to the King at Bearn, by Moreau 
and the Vifcount de Chaux. This Spaniard, whofe 
name was Ordognes or Nugnes , had been a domeftic 
of D’Entragues, whofe fervice he had quitted for 
that of Mandoce : D’Entragues correfponded, by 
his means, with the Spanilh ambaflador to the 
league : This is what I learned of this man by the 
recital, whether true or falfe, that D’Entragues 
made me. I did not confide much in this Spanilh 
emiffary, and fcarcely more in D’Entragues, with 
whofe turbulent dilpofition I was acquainted. I 
received him therefore coldly enough ; for 1 did 
not doubt but this was all a Spanilh ftratagem. But 
D’Entragues feemed fo offended at my fufpicions of 
his fidelity, and added fo many affurances of the 
veracity of his Nugnes, that I permitted him to 
bring him to me that evening. The King, whom 


church : an old woman of eighty years of age, feized me by the 
“ head and kiffedme; I was not the firft who laughed at it ; to- 
(t morrow you ihail pniify my mouth.” Rttin:! dc i teitres d lhi>>y U 
Grand 
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I informed of D’Entrague’s vifit, had the fame opi¬ 
nion of it that I had: however, he commanded me 
to hear the envoy. 

D’Entragues did not fail to return at the time 
appointed, accompanied by the Spaniard ; who, 
after fome vague converfation about the joy there 
was in the court of Spain for the King’s abjuration, 
and infinite proteftations of good-will, which I had 
no reafon to believe very lincere, at length told me, 
he was charged to propole a marriage beween the 
King and the Infanta of Spain, with fome other ar¬ 
ticles, which he declared he had been ordered to 
explain only to the King himfelf, to whom he in- 
treated me to prefent him. Henry being willing to 
hear him, I told Nugnes, without any ceremony, 
that fince he came from fo fufpefted a place, he muft 
purchafe the honour of an audience from his Ma- 
jefty, by fubmitting to a few precautions that 
would perhaps be a little mortifying. He thought 
nothing too hard. I therefore began to fearch him 
myfelf, and afterwards caufed two of my valets de 
chambre to make a more rigid fcrutiny about his 
perfon and cloaths; one of them having been a 
taylor, acquitted himfelf perfectly. When became 
into the King’s apartment, I made him kneel, and 
held both his hands betwixt mine. He added no¬ 
thing to the propofols he had already made me ; 
but talked of the alliance between the two crowns, 
in terms fo fpecious and fo magnificent, that the 
King, who at firft would hardly liften to him, could 
not hinder himfelf from approving of the Spaniard’s 
propofol, to fend fome perfon on whom he could 
rely, to inquire of Don Bernardin de Mendoce 
himfelf, if the truth of what he had juft laid 
could be reckoned upon. 

This deputation, which would have the appear¬ 
ance of a myftery, I could not approve of, and ftiil 
lei's of the choice his Majefty made of La-Varenne 

for 
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for this occafion, a man full of vanity *. The 
King, to whom I diicovered all rny apprehenfions, 
thought he Ihould avoid any appearance of an cn- 
gagement or negotiation with Spain, by giving La- 
Varenne no commiffions in writing, and making 
the regulation of fome boundaries upon the frontiers 
of Spain the pretence for his journey. La-Varenne 
had no fooner received orders to depart, than he 
boafted of his commiflion, alTumed the ambafTador, 
and reprefented himfelf as fuch to Mandoce ; who, 
on his hde, paid him greater honours than he had 
required. This produced the efre£t which the Spa¬ 
niards defigned it fhould. It was for fome time be¬ 
lieved in .pngland and Germany, that Henry court¬ 
ed the King of Spain’s friendfhip, and to break the 
alliance with the Proteflant powers ; which might 


* His name was William Fouquet, and he derived the title of La- 
Varenne from the marquifate of La-Varenne in -Anjou, which he 
bought. His firtt employment was that of a cook to rhe Piincefs 
Cathaiine, and his chief excellency in it was lardmg meat. If it be 
true, that this princefs met him one day after his preferment, and 
faid to him, “ La-Varenne, You have gained more by carrying pou- 
te lets * to my brother, than by larding pullets to me •” one may 
conclude, that the means by which be gained the King’s favour were 
rot the mott honeft. He was firft made cloak-bearer to this prince, 
afterwards counfellor of ftate, and comptroller-general of the poft- 
office, and always lived in great familiarity with Henry IV. who gave 
him let ers of nobility. La Varenne appointed a gentleman to attend 
his fon. “ What,” faid this prince to him, (i if thou hadft given 
<c thy fon to a gentleman, I fhould have undeiftood what you would 
“ be at; but to give a gentleman to him, is what 1 cannot compre- 
(< hend.” They fay, likewife, that La-Varenne having obtained 
fome favour of the King, which the Chancellor de Believre made 
fome difficulty to grant him, La-Varenne faid to him, u Sir, don’t 

have fuch a high opinion of yourfelf. I would have you know, 
te that if my matter was twenty-five years younger, I would not 
<e change my employment for yours.” See D’Aubigne, Geneal. de 
Sainte-Maithe, Mem. de M. le Due d’Anguleme, Mem. de Du- 
Pleffis, See . Menagiana, Cayet, ibid. tom. 5. p.2.76. fpeaksof the 
embatty of La-Varenne into Spain, in a quite ditt’eient manner irom 
our Memoirs, 

* The original word is cf an cmp 'fgnut: meaning, darting btfh a gullet 
find a girl , 
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perhaps have produced an open rupture, if the King 
Jiad not taken meafures immediately to convince 
them of the contrary. 

A laft refource which the league now depended 
upon, and which was the caufe that they always 
protracted an agreement or rupture with the Spa¬ 
niards, was the horrid refolution of affafllnating the 
King: A reioltuion with which they knew well how 
to infpire a fmall number of determined men, whofe 
heads they had turned with the alluring profpeCtof 
great rewards, if they fucceeded in their enterprife, 
and the hopes of meriting a crown of martyrdom if 
they failed in it. Nature itfelf fb recoils at the re¬ 
flection, that thofe who boaft of being the fupport- 
ers of religion, fhould fo monftronfiy abufe what 
■Jt holdeth mod facred, that this paflage ought to be 
effaced from all hiftorics ; were it not likewife cer¬ 
tain, that there is not any fociety of men, who bear 
the name of Chriftians, that would net reject with 
indignation the imputation of authorifing fiich a 
defign. It were even criminal to accufe any body 
of men, or even any individual, without proofs too 
clear to be contefted. 

The King had them but too frequently * in thofe 
journeys he took from St. Denis to Chalons-fur- 
marne, to Fort de Gournai, to Brie-comterobert, 
to Melun, and afterwards to Meulan and Fontaine¬ 
bleau. Upon this article, the monks efpecially have 
contracted a ftain which they will not eafily efface. 
Henry, while at Melun, had like to have perifhed 
by the hand of thefe furies, whom the Jefuits and 
Capuchins had difperfed over all. Among other 


* Cayet, Cbron. Noven. book 5. p. 2S0. fpeaks more prfi ively 
thofe conspiracies agairft 'he life of K?nry IV. Marifot fays, that 
aFlamard, named Avenius, came to St. Denis with a defign to ftab 
1 his prince; but tbferving, with v-hat devotion he hchavtd at mafs, 
lie th'ew him f cif at his feet, ar.d implored his paidon; but after- 
v ards, refuming his firft intention, he was broke upon the wheel in 
1593. Chap. 33. 

2 informa- 
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informations which were fent him upon this fub- 
jett, he received advice, that one of thefe villains 
had fet out from Lyons, with a refolution to come 
and attempt to adalfinate him. f Fortunately, be¬ 
fore he left Lyons, he declared his defigns, in con- 
fefiion to a pried;; who, frighted at his frenzy, re¬ 
vealed it to a gentleman of Lyons. This gentle¬ 
man polled away immediately to get to Melun be¬ 
fore the murderer, and defcribed him fo exactly to 
the King, from the picture the prieft had drawn of 
him, that he was known and leized amongft the 
croud at Melun, confeffed his crime, and received 
chaflifement. The King was afhamed even for his 
enemies, who, by this wickednefs, difcovered fo ma 
nifeftly the bottom of their hearts. He found him- 
felf equally alarmed with all thefe attempts againft 
his perfon, and tormented with the precautions he 
was obliged to take; and often complained to me 
in the bitterefl manner 

He had been happy, if the behaviour of the Ca¬ 
tholics in his court had at lead: confoled him for 
that of the Catholics in the league But the King’s 
abjuration had produced no more change in them 
than the others ; and they thought they had no lefs 
right to fubjetSt him tb all their caprices. '1 hey 
bore with impatience the King’s not breaking off 
all commerce with his old Proteflant fervants, and. 
openly murmured if he but converfed with any of 
them, efpecially with me. The apprehenfion of 

my bringing him back to llis former belief, affected 

\ 

f See Davila, book 4.; Mem. of the league ; de Thou, b. 107.5 
M ze;ay, b. 62. &V. Ir is proper to obferve here once for all, that: 
wh i) the Duke of Sully and other Calvinut writers throw out fucli 
imputations upon Villevoi Jeannin, D’Ofiat, and the Jefuits, it fig- 
nines no mor’, in the fenle of the writers themfelves, than that fuch 
u thing happened in conference of the piinciples, writings, thefes, 
preacinngs, the Jpirit, in a word, that actuated the league; and not 
that fuch a person or fuch a Jefuit was the author and mover of the 
atlion. See Cayet, b. 5. &c, 
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them much lefs than their fufpicions that, in thefe 
conventions I had with the King, I fliould prevail 
upon him to rectify the abufes in the government, 
efpecially the diforder in the finances. Henry, who 
Was not yet in a condition to fpeak as a matter, had 
the complaifance to avoid all particular converla- 
tion with the Huguenots, refumed his conferences 
upon religion with the Catholics only, and conti¬ 
nued them at Andrefy and Milly I took this 
opportunity to afk the King’s permifilon- to go to 
Bpntin, where I .had grain to fell to the value of 
5 or 6 oco crowns. He granted it, and told me, 
that, at my return, he might perhaps fee more 
clearly into his affairs, and be able to talk farther 
with me. 

I came to Bontin with my wife, at a time when 
grain bore a very high price. All the great cities, 
taking advantage of the truce, haftened to fill their 
magazines, whatever might happen, and paid for 
what they bought with the money which the Spa¬ 
niards had fcattered over all. Spanifh piftoles were 
then fo common, that commerce was generally car¬ 
ried on in that money. 

I lrid fcarce .fold half of my grain, when a letter 
the King wrote to me from Fountainbleau obliged 
me to attend him. He had, in my abfence, openr 
ed three letters directed to me, from which he could 
draw no intelligence, becaufe two of them, one of 
which came from Madam de Simiers, filler to Vi- 
try, and a great friend of Admiral Villars, and the 
other from La-Font, were written in cyphers; and 
all that the third, which came from a man named 
Defportes, of Verneuil, contained, was, that he had 


* -And likewife at Pontoife in FJcury, a cattle in Gatinois, be¬ 
longing ro Henry Ciaufe, grand matter of the f ,refts and the waters,. 
Th Roman Catholics who were there were, according to M. de Thou, 
3 \IeiT! de Schomberg, de Villeroi, de Belin, de Revo), Jeannin, and 
de Thou himfelf, who give* us alio to underftand, that they fpoke 
more of politics than of religion# 
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fomething to communicate to me, relating to the 
propofal I made him in my abbey of St. Taurin of 
Evreux. The King, rigidly watched by the Catho'-‘ 
lies, could only givre me thofe letters, with the con¬ 
tents of which I afterwai'ds acquainted him. De- 
fportes was the agent employed by the Baron de 
Medavy, to treat of an accommodation with him, 
and the furrender of Verneuil. The letter from, 
Madam de Simiers, and that from La-Font, turned 
only upon feme facilities which nowprefented them- 
felves, to engage Villars in the King’s intereft. But 
affairs foon took another turn with regard to hiin: 
the lofs of Fefcamp fo afie&ed this governor, that, 
for this time, he broke off all accommodation. I* 
was informed of it by new letters from Madam de 
Simiers and La-Font, in anfwer to mine, at the very* 
moment when, by the King’s command, I Was pre¬ 
paring to go and confirm Villars in his good refo- 
lutions. 

This was what had happened at Fefcamp ; it is 
a ftroke of hardinefs that merits particular mention. 
When this fort was taken by Byron from the league, 
in the garrifon that was turned out of it, there was 
a gentleman called Boisrofe, a man of heart and of 
head, who remarked exactly the place out of which 
he was driven ; and taking his precautions deep, 
contrived to get two foldiers, whom he had gained, 
to be received into the new garrifon which was put 
into Fefcanip by the royalifts. That fide of the fort 
next the fea is a perpendicular rock fix' hundred 
feet high, the bottom of which, for about the height 
of twelve feet, is continually wafhed by the fea, ex¬ 
cept four or five days in the year, during the utmoft 
recefs of the fea, when, for the fpace of three or 
four hours, it leaves fifteen or twenty 'fathom of 
dry fand at the foot of the rock Bois-rofe, who 
found it impoflible by any other way to furprife a 
garrifon, who guarded attentively a place lately 
taken, did not doubt of accomplilhing his defign, 

y u * if 
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if he could enter by that fide which was thought 
inacceffible. He thought no longer but how to 
render the thing poftible ; and this was the expedi¬ 
ent he took. 

He had agreed upon a fignal with the two foldiers 
whom he had corrupted, and one of them waited 
for it continually upon the top of the rock, where 
he polled himfelf during the whole time that it was 
low water. Bois-rofe taking the opportunity of a 
very dark night, came with fifty refolute men, cho- 
fen for the purpofe from amongft all the failors, 
and landed with too floops at the foot of the rock. 
He had provided himfelf with a thick cable, equal 
in length to the height of the rock, and tying knots 
at-'certain diftances, run fliort hicks through, to 
ferve to fupport them as they climbed. The ioldier 
whom he had gained, having waited lix months 
for the fignal, no fooner perceived it, than he let 
down a cord from the top of the precipice, to 
which thofe below fattened the crffile, by which 
means it was wound up to the top, and made faft 
to an opening in the battlement with a ttrong crow 
run through an iron ttaple made for that purpofe. 
Bois-rofe giving the lead to two ferjeants, whofc 
courage he was well convinced of, ordered the fifty 
foldiers to mount the ladder in the fame manner, 
one after another, with their weapons tied round 
their bodies, himfelf bringing up the rear, to take 
away from the faint-hearted all hope of returning; 
which indeed foon became impoffible*, for before 
they had attended half way, the tta rittng more than 
fix feet, carried off their floops, and ttt their cable 
a-floating. The necefilty of extricating one’s ttlf 
from a difficult ftep is not always a fepurity againft: 
fear, when there is fo much caufe for apprehen- 
fion. Let one but reprettnt to himfelf thefe fifty 
men, fufpended between heaven and earth, in the 
mid ft of darknefs, trutting foiely to a machine fo 
infecure, that the leatt want of caution, the treach¬ 
ery 
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ery of a mercenary foldier, or the flighted fear, 
might precipitate them into the abyfs of the fea, or 
daih them upon the rocks; add to this, the noifc 
of the waves, the height of the rock, their latitude 
and faintnefs ; it will not appear furpriflng, that the 
mod refolute of the troop fhould tremble, as, in 
effect, he who conducted them began to do. This 
ferjeant telling the next man that he could mount 
no higher, and that his heart failed him, Bois rofe, 
to whom this difcourfe palled from mouth to mouth, 
and who perceived the truth of it by their advan¬ 
cing no higher, took his meafures without heiita- 
tion. He palled o^er the bodies of all the fifty that 
were before him, adviling to keep firm, and 
got up to the v foremoft, whom he attempted to re¬ 
animate ; but finding that gentlenefs would not pre¬ 
vail, he obliged him to mount, by pricking him in 
the back with his poinard; and, doubtleis, if he 
had not obeyed him, he would have run him thro’, 
and precipitated him into the lea. At length, with 
incredible labour and fatigue, the whole troop got 
to the top of the rock, a little before the break of 
day, and was introduced by the two loldiers into 
the caftle, where they began to {laughter without 
mercy the centinels and the whole guard ; deep 
delivered up aim oft all the garrifon to the mercy of 
the enemy, who carried it with a high hand over 
all who refilled, and poffeffed themfelves of the fort. 

Bois-rofe immediately fent notice of this almoft 
incredible fuccefs to Admiral Villars, and thought 
t}ie government of the citadel he had fo dearly 
bought was the lead gratification he might expeft'. 
However, he heard that Villars, or rather the Com- 
mandeur de Grillon, had a difign to drive him out 
of it In the hr ft tranfports of his rage for this in- 
juftice, he delivered the caftle of Felcamp to the 
King, whofe converfion he had juft been informed 
of. Villars, at this news, broke off the negotiation 
which he had permitted Madam de Simiers and La- 

Fopt 
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Font to carry on in his name, and fent forces to in¬ 
vert'Fefcamp. BoF-rofe, finding himfelf too weak 
to make a long refinance, called the King to his aid, 
who inftmtly let forward for Dieppe and came to 
St. Vallery in Caux. When this hoftility broke out, 
the three months truce was expired ; but the King 
had been prevailed upon to prolong it for two or 
three months, upon the Duke of Mai'enne’s repre- 
ftntation, that it was necefKiry he fhould have more 
time to fettle an affair of fuch importance as his ac¬ 
commodation, and that of the league. He failed 
not to exclaim againft this violation of the truce ; 
and fent the Count of Belin, governor of Paris, to 
the King, to complain of it. Belin came to St, 
Vallery, acquitted himJelf of his commirtion, and 
demanded a farther prolongation of the truce for 
three months ; a time neccflary for the Duke of 
Miienne to make known his I a ft intentions at Rome 
and Madrid, whither he had fent Cardinal de Joy- 
eule and Montpezat for that purpofe. 'I he King, 
who perceived he only wanted to amufe him, re¬ 
jected the Count of Belin’s propofals ; and, without 
Iirtening to any more complaints of the aCtion, which* 
his enemies had been the firft c.iufe of, marched 
direCtl v to Fefcamp, forced the troops of Villars 
to retire, and provided this fortrefs abundantly 
with ail that was neceflary for its fecurity*. 

The King, at his return to* Mante, being in¬ 
formed that the Marquis de Vitry was inclined to 
receive him into Vleaux, to fecond the good inten¬ 
tions of this governor, he came to Lagnv, where 
all was regulated in fuch a manner, that he made his 
public entry into Meaux * on the firft day of the year 

I 594* 

* The Duke of Maienne upbraiding Vitry for having betrayed* 
h'm, in delivering the city of Mtaux into the King's hands, Vitry 
faid to his mefic.ger, “You p refs me oo mu>h : \ou will’ at Jail 
et make me ipeak as be omes a foldier. Suppo'e a thief had Oolen a 

a purfc, and confided it to my care ; if afterwards, coming to the 
te knowledge of the right owner, I fhouid reftore it him, and refufe 

“ to 
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1594. La-Chatre immediately followed this ex¬ 
ample, with the cities of Orleans and Bourges. 

The truce being at an end, the King laid liege to 
Ferte Milon. I would have taken this opportunity 
to finifh the bufinefs that had carried me to Bou¬ 
tin ; but his Majefty commanded me to review frme 
battalions of Swifs at Montereau. I fent to Madam 
de Piofny to meet me at this place, from whence 
I intended to carry her to Mante. She waited for 
me there in vain. Two days before that in which 
I was to review the Swifs, I received new difpatches 
from Madam de Simiers and La-Font, which in¬ 
formed me, that the man (meaning Villain) was ap- 
peafed, and that nothing hindered me from refu¬ 
ming the fcheme that had been laid afide. This af¬ 
fair the King thought of fuch importance, as not to 
admit of a moment’s delay. The Count de Chalig- 
ny, juft then coming to the army with a paffport 
for Paris, intreated the King to fend a perfon whom 
lie coulddepend upon, to conduct him to that city j 
and the King was willing that I fhould avail myielf 
of this double occalion of learning more particular¬ 
ly the diipofitions of .the Duke of Maienne and the 
league, and of getting to Rouen fecurely. 

I accompanied, therefore, the Count de Chaligny 
to Paris ; from whence, after having an inteiview* 
with the Duke of Maienne, I went to Louviers, to 
the houfe of the Sieur de bt. Bonnet, about two 
leagues from R.ouen : from thi> place I lent no¬ 
tice of my arrival to the intromitters : they came 
to fetch me the next evening, and introduced me 
into Fort St. Catharine, where Capt. Boniface re¬ 
ceived and treated me magnificently, while we wait¬ 
ed for Viilars, who came at night, attended only 
by one fervant; I iikewife having none but my va¬ 
let de chambre with me. We did not part till af- 

€< to give it back to the thief who had intruded me with it, do you 
“ think I fhr uld commit a wicked and treafonable action ? So it is 
“ in the a'Tair of the city of Meaux.” Memoirs for the hiftory ot 
France, tom. 2, 
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ter a converfation of two hoars, which left me en¬ 
tirely finished of the ientiments of this governor. 
Our interview was conduced with the utmoft fie- 
crecy; for, befides that the governors of the prin¬ 
cipal royal:ft cities in the neighbourhood of Rouen 
would not have failed, either through jealoufy or 
through intereft, to crofs the negotiation, and per¬ 
haps have done fomething worfe, as, in effeeft, they 
did, as foon as they had any fiufipicion of the affair. 
There were in this province a great number of 
forces, as well foreigners as thofe belonging to the 
league, of which Villars was not entirely mafter, 
and which might in a little time be joined by itich 
confiderable fupplies, as to make him repent of his 
meal 11 res 

I (laid five whole days in Fort St. Catherine with 
the fame privacy ; during which time I had feveral 
conferences with Vill rs, and entered upon the 
principal conditions of his accommodation. Intereft 
was not here the grsateft difficulty to get over; he 
was lefs folicitous to gratify mercenary views, than 
to be convinced that the King, by treating with him, 
fought not only to gain the capital of a province, 
but to bind to his intereft a man who manifefted 
as great an inclination, as he had abilities, to ferve 
him. It has been already obferved, what idea Vil- 
lers had conceived of the King. As loon as my 
difeourfe had confirmed him in it, I could perceive 
the treaty to be in great forwardnefs ; but I could 
not then go any farther, not having in writing the 
neceflary powers for concluding the affair. 

But to give a more perfect knowledge of this 
governor : All that you could fee of him had a re¬ 
ference to one or other of two qualities that pre¬ 
dominated in his character, or was produced by 
their mixture. Thefe two qualities were valour 
and integrity. The firft rendered his heart eleva¬ 
ted and generous, full of a pride noble and natu¬ 
ral *. 
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ral *, which is nothing elfe but the fentiment of 
our worth ; a fentiment that has nothing of that 
pitiful vanity and affectation, by which one is loft 
in an overweening admiration of himfelf. The fe- 
cond makes a man ftncere and ingenuous, inca¬ 
pable of artifice and furprife, and ever difpofed to 
fubmit to reafon and to juftice. He who unites 
both the two, has rarely any other fault than a 
haftinefs in the firft moments of anger 

Such was Viilars; and what I have ft ill to fay 
concerning him will juftify the truth of this charac¬ 
ter. Nature had not formed him to continue long 
an enemy to a pririce with whom he had fo great 
a conformity in his humour. The only difference 
between them was, that Henry, by continual re¬ 
flections upon the effects of anger, by a habit ac¬ 
quired in a long courfe of adverfity, by the necef- 
lity he was under of gaining friends ; and finally, 
by the bent of his heart to tendernefs, had convert¬ 
ed thefe firft tranfports, fo vehement, into Ample 
fnovements f difcernible in his countenance, in his 
gefture, and but rarely in his words. 

The 


* M. de Thou, fpeaking of the Admiral de Viilars, fays, that he 
was of a hirfh and overbearing fpirit. Book 103. 

4 Here is an anecdote taken from the Memoirs of the life of the 
President de Thou, which proves what the author fays here concern¬ 
ing the character of Henry IV. and which has. alfo lome relation to 
\vhat had been fa;a before upon the fiege of Rouen. “ One day that 
iC Griilon came into the King’s clofet, to excufe himfelf upon his 
i( being reproached, rhat his going backwards and forwards to treat 
4< with the Admiral, had afforded him the occaiion and the means 
<f of making that furious faily w'hich has been mentioned, he paffed 
from excufes to conteftatiors, and from conteliations to tran port 
“ and blafpbemies. The King, being irritated at this behaviour, 
“ commanded him to go cut ; but as Gr.llon was corning back every 
“ momen' from the door, and they perceiving r hat the King grew 
«/ pale with anger and impatience, they were afraid he would feize 
4f upon iomebody’s fword, and ftrike the fellow that was become fo 
(t imolenr. At lad, being come to himfelf, after Griilon wv.nt out, 
44 and turning towards the Lords who attended him, and who, with 
* i De Thou, had admired the patience with which he bore !ucd cri- 
44 minal brutality, he faidto them, ‘ Nature has formed me paffion- 
VuL, I. Xx “atej 
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The King was juft come to Chartres which 
place he had choien \ for the ceremony of his co¬ 
ronation, when I joined him, to give him an ac¬ 
count of my journey, and to procure full powers. 
I had reckoned upon fetting out again inftantly, and 
little expe&ed to be detained with him ten or twelve 
days, as I was. He was then endeavouring to re¬ 
concile the Count of Soilfons and the Duke of 
Montpenfier, whofe enmity was firft oceafioned by 
fome dilputes relating to the prerogatives of their 
rank, as princes of the blood, and was afterwards 
exafperated by their competition for the fame pofts, 
the fame governments, and, above all, for the fame 
miftrefs, who was the Princefs Catharine, fifter to 
the King. The Duke of Montpenfier had, without 
eontradi&ion, the advantage in the good graces of 
the King, as well as in fortune ; for he had im- 


ic ate ; but fince I have been fenfible of this fault, I have always en- 
c< deavoured to gtjard againff the dictates. of fo dangerous a paflion. 
“ I kn >w by experience, that it is a bad counfellor, and am g'ad tQ 
** have fuch good witnefles of my moderation.’ <£ It is certain that 
iC his t mperament, his continual fat'goes, and the different fituations 
<c of his life, had given him a firmnefs of foul, that was more proof 
Ct againfi anger than againff his palTion forpleafure. It was remark- 
c ‘ ed, that while Gr ; lion was thus contefting with him, M. B ron, 
tc who was then in the King’s room, fitting upon a trunk, pretended 
<( to be afleep ; and as the difpiKe grew warmer, his ileep became 
“ more profound : though Grillor; came near him in order to abufe 
iC him, and cried alou ’ in his ears, that he v.as a mangy fnarling 
“ dog. The companv was perfuaded,- that the Marechal only affeft- 
4< ed that deep deep, that he might not expofe himfelf to the bruta- 
6e lity of Inch a fiery hot-brained man ; wnich he would have been 
(< obliged to do, had he been ever fo little awake. It was alfo be- 

Heved, that he was willing to leave the King all the fatigue of the 

conversion.” 

* Feb. 17. 1594. 

■f Againft a frivolous decree of the dates of Blois, which annuls 
the ceremony unlefs it is made in the city of Rhei'ms. It was decided 
that his Majcfty fhould be crowned by Nicholas de Thou, Bifiiop of 
this city, and not by the Archbifhop of Bourges, who claimed that 
honour as Lord Almoner; and that the fainte ampoule , or holy botrle, 
ffiould be difpenfed with. See this ceremony eel'cribed in the hifto- 
tians. 
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menfe eftates ; he appeared at the coronation with 
a train of 4 or 500 gentlemen, while his rival could 
with difficulty maintain ten or twelve: blit poor as 
he was, without places, without governments, and 
dilliked by the King ever fince his efcape from 
Rouen, he was fuperior in one point, he poffeffcd 
the heart of the princefs, which nothing could a - 
lienate from him. The Countefs of Guiche \ was 
the depofitory of their fecrets, and their common 
meiTenger when they could not fee each other. 
She had fo well cultivated this attachment, that flic 
had made them both hgn a promife of marriage, 
which only the difficulty of the times hindered them 
from carrying into execution. 

His Majefty was fo paffionately defirous of re¬ 
conciling thefe two princes of the blood to each o- 
ther, that this confideration fuperfeded the treaty 
with Villars. He had no regard to my infhmces, 
nor to the danger which I made him fee would at¬ 
tend the delaying it ; I mufi: determine to under¬ 
take this difficult reconcilement, conjointly with the 
Biffiop of Evreux, whom he had at firft pitched up¬ 
on, but he found he was unable to fucceed alone in 
fo delicate an affair. It is true, I Hill preferved a 
great {hare of the Count’s efteem ; but 1 knew his 
haughty and difdainful fpirit, and that the very fear 
of feeming to pay a deference to a rival who was 
his fuperior, would not only make him rigid in his 
pretenfions, but perhaps induce him to form new 
ones. I will not tire the reader with a detail of the 
conteftations, the refufals, and the fallies of ill hu¬ 
mour which we had to undergo : we were more 
than once upon the point of abandoning the pro¬ 
ject. However, by the force of arguments, drawn 
from the will and the fatisfa&ion of the King, with 
a good deal of patience, many intreaties, and much 

•f- The fame who had been miftrefs to Henry IV. but flic was 
grown very fat, coarfe, and red-faced. Journal ot the reign of Hen¬ 
ry III. tom, 1. p* 279. 
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importunity, we prevailed upon the two princes to 
fee and to embrace each other. I was not to anfwer, 
for the heartinefs of this reconciliation : the article 
of their paftion for the Princefs, and her marriage, 
which I carefully avoided mentioning, continued 
ftill undecided, left between them the principal 
feeds of divifion : but this I looked upon as an ob- 
ftacle abfolutely unfurmountable. 

I was extremely well fatisfied at having fucceed- 
ed, without touching upon this article, and I now 
faw nothing to delay my journey to Rouen. I was 
not yet where I thought. The King’s ardent de¬ 
fire to reconcile thefe princes, was with a view of 
attaining another end, Avhich he hill more pafiion- 
ately delired; and this fecond point was the very 
fame that I thought I had fo prudently Ihifted, the 
marriage of the Princefs his lifter. To crown all, 
I was the very perfon his Majefty fitted upon to ac- 
complifh this matter. I was therefore charged a-, 
new to get up the promife of marriage, which I 
have juft mentioned ; that, this obftacle being re¬ 
moved, the King, refolute to gratify to the full the 
J)uke of Montpenller, might finally employ his au¬ 
thority to put the Princefs into his pofteflion, and 
by that means free himfelf from the apprehenfton 
of feeing a marriage concluded, which, though clan- 
deftinely, would be no lefs perplexing, fince the. 
Count of Soiftons would become his heir, whether 
he confented to it or not, find make ufe of his own 
riches againft him. If there were any children of. 
this marriage, a thing hardly to be doubted, it 
would give his Majefty, who had none, another 
caufe for uneafmefs. 

I trembled when I received the King’s order for 
this purpofe. I would have reprefen ted to him, 
that Villars would certainly engage himfelf in the 
enemy’s party for ever, as would alfo Medavy, and 
feveral other governors in Normandy, unlefs I went 
immediately to all thofe places. It was a tiling re- 

folved 
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folved upon; the King would not hear me, and 
only granted me what I demanded of him to be 
able to fucceed; which was, that he would give 
no fufpicion of my being charged with this employ¬ 
ment, and that he would leave me to make choice 
of the means. 

When I was alone, and had reflected upon the 
fommiffion which I had received, I confefs I found 
myfelf in the utmoft perplexity. From the know¬ 
ledge I had of the Princefs Catharine’s humour, from 
whom i mu ft wring this writing, I was convinced 
it was not in |he power of human eloquence to 
make her relifh the King’s defigns with refpect to 
her perfon. What likelihood was there of per- 
fuading a woman, and a princefs, to renounce the 
man llie loved, and beftow herfelf upon one whom 
fhe hated ? There was no probability of iucceed- 
ing but by artifice. For this I laid to myfelf, What 
though in deceiving her 1 confult not her heart, at 
leaft I confult her interefl:, and divert the misfor¬ 
tunes which the irregularity of her couduct might 
bring upon the Is ing and the kingdom. I flattered 
myfelf, that the Princefs would one day think her¬ 
felf obliged to me for having, by an innocent ftra- 
tagem, hindered her from lofing her fortune, to¬ 
gether with the friendfhip of the King her brother, 
ypccious as thefe reafons were, I cannot help con- 
feffing, that I did betray her; and this reflexion 
gave me pain. The impoflibility of fucceeding by 
any other means, and the hope that even fhe would 
one day pardon me, and confefs that I had done 
her a real fervice by it, finally determined me, As 
for the Count, having no occafion to make any ap¬ 
plication to him, and being like wife but little at¬ 
tached to him, the refpect that was due to his per- 
ion ought to be laid afide, when it oppofed the pu¬ 
blic utility, and what the fervice of the King my 
mafter exacted of me. The whole of this affair 
was, in the iffue, productive of difquietudes to me, 
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from which, doubtlefs, my fcruples and reluctance 
ought to have preferved me. 

There was ffcill another difficulty to be removed. 
I faw the Piincefs very, rarely, becaufe of my con¬ 
tinual occupations; and I knew her fufficiently, 
not to doubt, but that whatever meafures I made 
ufe of to obtain the contract in queftion, my un- 
ufual affiduity would, in a mind naturally diftruftful, 
create fufpicions which would guard her againft all 
I could fay, or get others to fay to her. I therefore 
endeavoured to act in fuch a manner, that flie 
ihould prevent me herfelf. For this purpofe, I 
made ufe of the two Du-Perrons, who I knew (e- 
fpecially the youngeft) were of a humour to make 
their court to the great, at the cxpence of a fecret, 
I was moft intimate with the Bifhop of Evreux, the 
eldeft; but one rifles nothing in reckoning upon the 
good opinion all men have of their own merit : on 
this article they begin with being dupes to them- 
felves. I went, therefore, to vifit the younger Du- 
Perron. I flattered him; I infinuated myfelf into 
his favour, by feigning to impart fecrets to him. 
He regarded himfelf as an important man, and, 
through vanity, believed every word I faid to him. 
When I perceived him intoxicated with felf-love, I 
told him (with all the marks of the mod perfect fln- 
cerity, and even exacting an oath of fecrecy from 
him, which 1 fhould have been very forry if he had 
kept), that the King had imparted to me in confi¬ 
dence his intentions with regard to the Princefs ; 
that he was refolved to make her marry theCount; 
and that fome little difficulties which ftill remained 
to be got over, prevented his Majefly from publicly 
declaring his determination. I was aflured two 
days only Would be fufficient for Du-Perron to get 
rid of a fecret fo weighty, in fuch a manner that it 
would reach the Princefs Catharine. Accordingly, 
he imparted it, almoA in a moment, as a profound 
fecret, to M. de Courtenai, and two other . of the 

Count 
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Count of Soiffon’s moft intimate confidents, to 
whom they ran to communicate it, as he alio did to 
the Princefs and to the Countefs of Guiche. 

I reckoned the Princeis, flattered with an hope 
fo agreeable, would make me the firft advances ; 
and I was not miftaken. Going to take leave of 
her, as a man juft ready to undertake a long jour¬ 
ney, I had a complete proof of Du-Perron’s fide¬ 
lity. The Princefs added confklerably to the dif- 
tinction with which ihe ordinarily received me; and 
the Countefs of Guiche, unwilling to lofe fo favour¬ 
able an opportunity, after fome converfation upon 
indifferent matters, made liafte to bring upon the 
carpet the amours of the Princefs and the Count, 
who was alfo prefent, and embracing me in a tran- 
fport of friendfhip, c< See,” faid fhe to the lovers, 
“ a man who is able to ferve you in your deflgns.” 
The Princefs then addrefiing herfelf to me, told 
me, that I knew the Count and her had always e- 
fteemed me greatly ; and that fhe would be fen- 
fibly obliged to me, if I would aflift her endeavours 
to reftore herfelf to the good graces of the King 
her brother. She fpoke only thefe few words, and 
left the care of faying more to that infinuating and 
gracious air, which fhe knew better than any other 
woman in the world how to aflume when fhe plea- 
fed. I feemed to be gained ; and, after thanking 
the Princefs for the honour fhe did me, I added, 
that if I could depend upon the diferetion of all who 
heard me, I would inform them of many things 
which would not be indifferent to them. Women 
make nothing of promifes of fecrecy, acculed as 
they are of keeping them badly. They promifed, 
they added an oath, and fuperadded a thoufand ; 
but I had no mind to open myfelf farther at that 
time. I afked them for three days delay : they af- 
fifted me in finding an excufe for deferring my jour¬ 
ney to Rouen ; and I took leave of the company, 
who impatiently expe&ed the time I had marked. 
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I returned punctually at the end of three days. I 
fuffered myfelr to be preffed a long time; at laft; 
Teeming to yield to the importunity of the two la* 
dies, I told them, that having feveral times founded 
the King upon the marriage in queftion, he at hr ft 
ihewed fonie relu&ance to it, without caring to ex¬ 
plain himfelf farther ; but my earned: intreaties had 
at length prevailed upon him to open his heart to 
me upon this fubject : and he confeffed, that, far 
from feeling any repugnance to conclude thisunion,- 
he though; it a very proper one ; and that iince he 
had no blue of his own, he ihould be overjoyed to 
fee the offspring of his fitter and a prince of his 
blood, whom he would look upon as his own chil-. 
dren : that the fweet and peaceable difpofitions of 
the Count of Soiffons and thePrincefs were greatly 
to his tafte; but that he always felt it would be 
very difficult to forget, that the Count had fought 
to deceive him, and to obtain his lifter without his 
confent. This fpeech, every word of which I had 
preconcerted, produced its effeCh All the three 
began to confefs, that they might have a&ed other- 
wife, and to condemn one another for having con¬ 
ducted the affair with fo much independence. This 
was what I waited for: 1 feized this opportunity 
to convince them, that I believed the evil might 
be very eafily remedied ; that the King was natu¬ 
rally kind, and eaiily forgot paft injuries; all that 
was now neceifary to be done, was to behave in a 
quite contrary manner, to folicit his favour, to feem 
abfolutely dependent upon him, and to leave him 
mafter of their perfons; in fine, (and this was the 
grand point), to facrifice to him the written engage¬ 
ment they had mutually given, as being that by 
which he had moft of all been exafperated ; and 
not to fear giving him even a declaration in wri¬ 
ting, in which they fhould both bind themfelves not 
to marry without his confent: after this conde- 
fcenfion upon their part, I believed I could allure 
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them, that in lefs than three months, the King 
would himfelf prevent their defires, and cement 
their union. 

I found no difficulty in gaining credit ; and that 
very inftant they promifed to facrifice the contract 
of marriage, poffibly becaule they thought it would 
be of no ufe to them, if the King, when become 
abfolute matter in liis kindom, fhould not agree to 
it. The Countefs of Guiche faid fhe had left it at 
Bearn, but would fend for it immediately, They 
did not fo eafily fubmit to the declaration I de¬ 
manded afterwards, and without which their re- 
figning the contract fignified nothing, which the 
parties interetted might renew at pleafure. This 
\vas the very argument which I urged iuccefsfully, 
and by which I convinced them, that, without this, 
the King could neither depend upon their linceriry, 
nor be affured of their obedience. This article was 
ftrongly debated; and when at laid, by the force of 
remonftrances, I had obtained a writing, by which 
the Princefs and the Count difannulled all promifes 
that had paffied between them, releafed each other 
mutually front all engagements, and fubmitted 
themfelves abfolutely to the King’s difpofal; the 
confequence of this writing alarmed them, and 
they had recourfe to a medium, without which it 
is probable the affair had refted here. This me¬ 
dium, was, that I only fhould be intrutted with it, 
and fhould not fuffer it to go out of my hands, not 
even to pals into thole of the King. Luckily they 
did not add, that it lliould be returned to the Prin¬ 
cefs, if matters turned out otherwife than was ex¬ 
pected. I gave my parole of honour; with which 
they were contented ; aild the writing was deliver¬ 
ed to me in form, figned by the Princefs and the 
Count, and fealed with their arms. The King’s 
joy for my fuccefs, which he durtt hardly flatter 
himfelf with the hopes of, was conliderably lefs, 
when he found the writing was to remain in my 
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hands. He often intreated me earneflly to give i l 
him; but finding, by my perilling to refufe him, 
that the obedience I owed him could not influence 
me to a breach of my promife, he no longer infill¬ 
ed. The two lovers feeing the agreeable hopes 
I had given them flill unaccomplifhed, could not, 
as it may be well imagined, pardon me the impofi- 
tion I had put upon them. The fequel of thefe 
Memoirs will fhew it. 

After the conclulion of this affair, the remem¬ 
brance of which was always difagreeable to me, 
I was wholly employed in preparing for my jour¬ 
ney to Rouen. I w*as apprehenfive, and not with¬ 
out reafon, that fo long a delay had abfolute broke 
all my firft meafures with Admiral Villars. I ob¬ 
tained a cart-blanche * from the King, to conclude 
a treaty, not only with this governor, but alfo with 
all the other governors and officers of the province. 
Juft as I w.is going to fet out, Defportes arrived, 
and flopped me once more. He was fent by the 
Baron de Medavy to the Bifhop of Evreux, to de¬ 
lire that he would lend him his houfe of Conde for 
a little time ; and alfo prevail upon me to come 
thither, that he might confer with me upon the con¬ 
ditions of his treaty, and that of Verneuil. I left 
Chartres, and came in the evening to Anet, Madam 
d’Aumale having long folicited me flrongly to vilit 
her there. 

This lady, who had more underflanding and pru¬ 
dence than her hufoand, conjured him inceffantly 
to break with the league, and reiign himfelf to the 
King. She was fenfible, that not only his duty and 
fecurity required that he fliould take this flep, but 
his imerefl likewife ; for the Duke d’ Aumale’s do- 
meflic affairs were in fuch diforder, that there was 


* The prefentDake of Sully has the original of this full power in 
his po 1 . efiion, as likewife many of the originals of Maximilian de 
Bethune’s letters upon this fubjeft. 
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no other way to avoid approaching ruin, but by 
being among the firft who ihould avail himfelf of 
the advantages which they might obtain, who upon 
this occafion were mod forward in returning to 
their duty. I alighted at an inn in Anet; and 
while my fupper was preparing, went to wait upon 
Madam d’Aumale, attended only by a iingle page. 
To the joy that animated the countenance of this 
lady the moment fhe perceived me, Hie added all 
the graces of a friendly reception; and that fhe 
might not wade moments fo precious, took my 
hand, and made me run over with her thofc fine 
galleries and gardens which make Anet a molt in- 
chanting place. Here fhe exprefled to me her ear¬ 
ned defire to have her hufband return to the obe¬ 
dience due to his fovereign, and named the condi¬ 
tions upon which he might be induced to confent 
to it. I omit all the propofitions, either approved 
or rejefted, that pafled between us. Hitherto I 
had feen nothing but what did honour to the mader 
of a houfe truly royal; and I fhould have been ig¬ 
norant of the deplorable date to which the Duke 
was reduced if fhe had not intreated, and even 
forced me, to fup with her, and to day there all 
night. After a repad, which we waited for a 
long time, and as ill ferved, I was conduced into 
a vad chamber, all fhining with marble, but fo na¬ 
ked, and fo cold, that I could neither get heat nor 
fleep, in a bed where the fhort narrow lilk curtains, 
a fingle flight coverlid, and damp flieets, were dif¬ 
fident to benumb one, even in the midd of dim¬ 
mer. .Not able to continue in bed, I rofe, and 
thought to fecuremyfelf againdthe inconveniencies 
of my damp lodging by making a fire ; but I could 
find no other wood to burn than green holm and 
juniper, which it was impoffible to kindle. I was 
obliged, therefore, to wear my gown the whole 
night ; by which means I was very early awake; 
and joyfully quitting fo difagreeable a lodging, I 
Y y 2 went 
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went to join my attendants, the meaneft of whom 
had fared better, and palled the night more com* 
fortabiy, than their mafter 

I made myfelf amends for this fatigue at Conde, 
where I found every conveniency effential to good 
reception. As foon as I arrived, I got into a good 
bed, Medavy not being expelled till noon. At firft 
he regulated his behaviour according to that no¬ 
tion, that in fuch a conjuncture as the prefent, the 
moft inconfiderable nobleman has a right to fet a 
value upon himfelf ten times above his worth. He 
performed his part perfectly well, by an air of 
falfe diftrult, and an affecled fuperiority, which he 
imagined would greatly advance his affairs. I con- 
traded his vanity with a franknefs that brought him 
down, and told him very fimply, that if he waited 
till the great cities came to an accommodation, he, 
who had onlyVerneuil to offer, his facrifice would 
immediately lofe above the half of his value ; and 
that afterwards, perhaps, his propofals would not 
be even regarded, or any thing granted of all that 
he might demand. My fincerity forced him to be 
candid likewife; he appeared more reafonable, and 
we foon agreed; he only intreated me not to make 
the affair public till the end of March, becaufe he 
had engaged to Villars to do nothing without his 
participation. He fent Defportes with me to Rouen, 
to pay this compliment to the governor, and to ob- 
ferve, at the fame time, whether \ concluded the 
treaty with Villars, whofe accommodation drew his 
along with it, and in fome meafure neceharily. 

I came to Louviers the next day ; from whence 
making known my arrival to Admiral Villars, he 
fent the captain of his guards to receive me at the 
gate of the city. I did not enter fecretly as before, 
but publicly, and with a kind of pomp. The ilreets 
were filled with the people; and the hopes of a 
peace, by which tranquillity and commerce would 
be reflorcd, drew a thoufand acclamations of joy 

from 
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from them as I paffed. Villars hadcaufed the fine ft 
houfe in Rouen to be prepared for the reception of 
me and my train, which confided of twelve or fif¬ 
teen gentlemen, and had given all the neceffary or¬ 
ders for treating us magnificently. La-Font, who 
had the care of my reception, waited to conduct 
me thither: he outdid his mafter, and at night 
gave me the mufic, and the diverlion of dancers 
and jugglers, whom I could not prevail upon to re¬ 
ceive either money or prefents. I lent Du-Pei at 
to make my compliments to the Admiral, Madam 
de Simiers, and the Abbe de Tiron, who had a 
great fhare in the management of this affair: they 
inftantly returned me the fame civility by the Sieur 
de Perdriel, and defined him to tell me, that after 
I had repofed myfelf this day, wefhould enter upon 
buiinefs the next. This, however, did not hin¬ 
der the Abbot from vifiting me in the evening, 
without ceremony. Indeed, his whole conduft up¬ 
on this occafion difeovered a degree of re&itudc 
and fincerity rarely to be found in fuch conjunc¬ 
tures. 

I found by his difeourfe, that the King had been 
within a very little ot lofing Villars irretrievably. 
A deputy from Spain, named Don Simon Intonio, 
and another called Chapelle Martean , from the 
Duke of Ma'ienne, came to P\ouen fome time be¬ 
fore my arrival, and had made very advantageous 
propofals to this governor ; he had likewife daily 
received letters from the Catholics, even thofe in 
the King’s party, which tended to render him fuf- 
picious of his Mnjefty’s defigns, and to prejudice 
him againft a negotiation conducted by a Proteftant 
agent. This argument had great weight with Vil¬ 
lars, always zealous for his religion, and would 
have infallibly determined him for the enemy’s 
party, if, in this perplexity, his mind had not been 
balanced by other letters from the Cardinal of 
Bourbon, the Bifhop of Evreux, and the Marquis 


358 MEMOIRS Book VL 

of Vitry, who all aflured him he might depend up¬ 
on the King’s word, and my fincerity. Tiron Shew¬ 
ed me part of each of thefe letters, and thought it 
neceflary to warn me, that as the Admiral had been 
perpetually befet by deputies of the league, and 
offended likewife at the delays that had been ufed 
with him, I mufl not expert to vanquifh his irre- 
folution, without fuffering fome of thofe Tallies of 
rage, fo natural to him, and which, with a little 
patience, it was eafy to allay. 

I went to wait on Villars *, well prepared to 
fuftainall thefe little affaults; and at firff perceived 
plainly, that the fight of me awakened fome re¬ 
mains of dififcrufb and anger in his mind. My be¬ 
haviour foon difiipated this cloud, and he with 
great camnefs and ferenity propofed his conditions, 
which were comprifed under the following heads : 
That he fhould continue ftill in his poll of Admiral, 
which had been bellowed on him by the league ; 
and in his government of Rouen poffefs a power in¬ 
dependent of the Duke of Montpenfier, governor 
of that province, at leaft for three years ; and that 
this power fhould extend over the bailiwicks of 
Rouen and of Caux ; that the exercife of the Pro- 
teflant religion fhould not be allowed in this capi¬ 
tal, nor fix leagues around it: That all the officers 
polled by the league in the cities belonging to his 
government fhould be continued there, with 1500 
foot and 300 horfe, to be maintained by the King 
for the fecurity of thofe fame cities ; r lhat his Ma- 
jelly fhould give him the fum of 1 20,000 livres to 
pay his debts, and a penfion of 60,000 : That Fef- 
camp fhould be delivered to him : and, in fine, 

* M. de Villus, in the Memoirs of thofe times, is reprefented as 
a man extremely fierce and pafiiunate. It is there observed, that 
the Baron de Rofny was the only one that could fucceed in thefe ne¬ 
gotiations. Memoirs tor the hiitory of France, vol. 2. Thefe nego¬ 
tiations of the Baron ac Rofny arc alfo commended bv M. de Thoti, 
book 109. 
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That he fbould have the difpofal of the abbeys of 
Jumieges, Tiron, Bonport La-Valafe, Saint-Tau- 
rin, and that of Mondviliers, which he defigned for 
a lifter of Madam de bimiers. 

If all thefe articles had as much depended upon 
me as that relating to the abbey of baint-Taurin, 
which was my own, and which I immediately 
yielded to Vi liars, the treaty had been concluded 
without further delay ; and this I allured him of, 
with regard to thofe wherein the King was abfolute 
mailer. But whatever power I had received from 
his Majefty, I could do nothing in thofe articles 
which regarded the Duke of Montpenfier, and Bi- 
ron, who was inverted with the port of Admiral, 
and in poffeffion of Fefcamp, which he had got 
from Bois-rofe on a promile of indemnification, 
that had not yet been fulfilled ; and I did not think 
I had a right to fettle this affair without informing 
the King of it. As I did not hefitate upon any of 
thofe conditions which depended immediately upon 
the King, I expected that Villars would have been 
fatisffed with my conduiff ; but this governor going 
out with the deputies from the league, at the very 
moment that I was endeavouring to make him 
comprehend my reafons, he interrupted me haftily 
with thefe few words, pronounced in a very paf- 
fionate tone : <s That I might fpare myfelf the 
“ trouble of talking to him more, lince he was de- 
44 termined either to agree upon all, or break off 
“ all, upon the fpot ” 

Although I was a little ftunned with this unfore- 
feen blow, I anfwered Villars calmly, that I was 
perfuaded the King would grant him the three ar¬ 
ticles in queffion, as well as all the others, (that of 
Fefcamp making two, becaufe Bois-rofe was con¬ 
cerned in it) : That this needed not hinder us from 
drawing up the treaty, and even figning it that mo¬ 
ment, as if every thing was agreed to, only with a 
poftil in the margin over againff the three articles, 

that 
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that we waited an anfwer from the King. And to 
convince him that I fought not to gain time, in or¬ 
der to betray him afterwards, I offered to remain 
in his power as an hoftage, till his Majefty return¬ 
ed an anfwer. Villars ftill found difficulties ; but 
he could not reiift Madam de Simiers,the Abbot de 
Tiron, and La-Font, who all fupported my argu¬ 
ments. I had the treaty drawn up in hafte ; we 
ftgned it; and I lent a copy of it immediately to the 
King, with a long letter, in which I gave him an 
account of all that had paffed But before the an¬ 
fwer could be brought to Rouen, another incident 
happened, which we imagined would have render¬ 
ed it ufelefs. 

Moft of the governors of the fmall forts in the 
neighbourhood of Rouen, far from returning to 
the obedience they owed their King, perftfted in 
their revolt ; becaufe, in the prefent confufed Rate 
of affairs, they acquired gains, which they forefaw 
would ceafe with the war. The moft artful among 
them made themfelves equally neceffary to the two 
parties, and exadled bribes from both. Du-Rollet, 
governor of Ponte de V Arche, was one of thofe 
who played this game with the greateft fubtilty. He 
had, for more than a year, flattered the King with 
hopes that he would fall upon means to deliver the 
city of Rouen and its governor into his hands, pro¬ 
vided he would give the government of this place 
to him ; of which his Majefty, - at a venture, gave 
him a written promife. Du-Rollet, failing in an 
enterprife which exceeded his abilities, took it into 
his head to fruftrate my negotiation, which he at¬ 
tempted in this manner. 

lie commanded a captain named Dupre to mingle 
with my train as I paffed through Ponte de P Arche, 
and to enter Rouen with me. I had been inform¬ 
ed, that Du-Rollet was not very well affected ; but 
I had no reafon to fufpedt this captain of having 
any bad deflgns ; nor could I hinder him from fol- 
2 lowing 
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lowing me. I was like wife abfolutely ignorant of 
this Dupre’s being the very fame perfon who had 
been employed by Du-Rollet before to cabal againft 
Villars in Rouen # . He was no fooner entered, 
than, renewing his former acquaintance, he put 
himfelf at the head of a party of fool hardy per- 
fons, with whom he laid a plot to feize the old pa¬ 
lace, and fecure the governor's perfon ; perfuading 
them, that he atfted thus by my orders. As he 
had no other deiign than to alarm the governor, 
and to infpire him with the utmoft deteftation of 
me, he was not at much trouble ro keep the affair 
fecret. In effedl, Villars was informed of it imme¬ 
diately. 

The excefs of anger this news threw him into* 
and the injurious thoughts it infpired him with a- 
gainft the King, and efpecially me, may be eafily 
imagined. Convinced that he had now an incon- 
teftable proof of my treachery, he would not exa¬ 
mine the matter any further, but fent D’Infencourt 
to me that moment to defirc I would come to him. 
I had dined that day with La-Pile, attorney-general 
of the chamber of accounts, and had juft received 
letters which put me into very good humour. The 
King granted Villars the three articles which had 
been left undecided, and engaged himfelf to pro¬ 
cure the confent of the parties concerned. Over 
againft thefe articles, I had written upon the mar¬ 
gin of the original treaty, which I had carried with 
me, Granted by his Majefty's order. I promifed 
myfelf great pleafure in thus furprifing Villars, who 
could not expe<ft fuch a quick difpatch ; and went 
out of La-Pile’s houfe with the treaty in one hand, 
holding a white fcarf which I had put into my poc¬ 
ket in the other, intending to throw it about V ii- 


* During the fiege of Rouen, Du Rollet fetkingto throw himfelf 
into that city, was taken and (hut up in the old catHe; where, how¬ 
ever, it is probable, he flill continued to carry on intrigues for the 
King’s intereft. Gayer, b. 4. p. *4* 
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Jar’s neck, and embracing him, to falute him Ad¬ 
miral and Governor of the diftriCts of Rouen and 
Caux. The contrariety of reflections that employ¬ 
ed our minds as we advanced to meet one another, 
had, I believe, fomething m it Angular. 

I did not long keep my Trailing air ; for yillars 
perceiving me at a diffance, came towards me with 
hafty ftrides, his face fwelled and inflamed, his 
eyes fparkling, and all his features expreflive of the 
moft violent anger. He began by {hatching the 
paper out of my hand, without giving me time to 
open my mouth; and, with a voice fo altered by 
this inward agitation that it was fcarcely articulate, 
he Hammered out thefe words, too Angular not to 
be related in the original. 

<( So, Sir, where, in the devil’s name, are you 
“ going, fo airy, and fo full of mirth ? By hea- 
“ yens, you are not yet where you imagine, and, 
“ before the game is ended, you may not perhaps 
€f be laughing to yourfelf, at leait if I treat you as 
“ you deferve. You are out in your reckoning, 
“ you and your King of Navarre alfo ; for, by my 

“ foul, he has got a - in the balket, and if he 

“ can And no other footmen than Villars, take my 
“ word he fhall be badly ferved.” Saying this, he 
tore the treaty in a thoufand pieces, and threw them 
into the Are at the fame inftant. Having given the 
reins to his furv, he added an inAnite number of 
invectives in the fame tone, as vague, and well fup- 
ported with oaths, of which his fury was an inex- 
hauftible fource. 

That I fuAered him to go on thus, without in¬ 
terruption, was at ffrft owing to my aftoniflimcnt, 
through neceffity, and afterwards to reflection: thefe 
forts of difpofltions will not be contradicted. At 
length he ftopt of hitnfelf, and.fell to traverflng 
his chamber, which was very long and wide, like a 
man out of his fenfes. Cc Well, Sir,” faid I, when 
I found he was fllent, without feeming moved by 
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all I had heard, (C have you done yet talking inju- 
“ rioufly and at random ? You have reafon to he 
“ fatisfied at having thus behaved like a madman, 
l< without being contradi&ed in your extravagan- 
<c cies.” Perceiving that the calm tone in which I 
fpoke'to him, obliged him, in fpite of himfelf, to 
fiften to me, I proceeded to tell him, that what he 
had juft done in my prefence, appeared to be no¬ 
thing but an artifice he had conceived to retraft the 
word he had folemnly given ; but that this fetch 
would always difhonour him, and greatly leflen my 
opinion of his wifdom and integrity. i< ’Sdeath,” 
tried he, flopping fliort, “ it has not yet befallen 
“ me, it never fhall befal me. I am too much a 
ie man of honour ; fuch breaches of faith are only 
<c ftt for thofe who betray their friends, and endea- 
xc vour to get them afiaflinated.” Hitherto he had 
faid nothing fo pofitive as this laft word, by which, 
though I could not comprehend it, I began to be 
able to conjecture from whence fuch a tranfport of 
fury proceeded. 

I aflced him to explain himfelf, and protefted to 
him, with that air of fincerity and confidence, which 
makes itfelf felt, even by the moft prejudifed, that 
f was abfolutely ignorant of his meaning; and that 
if I could be convicted of the flighted: infinceritv, I 
was ready to deliver myfelf into his hands, with¬ 
out defiring either pardon or favour. This obli¬ 
ging him to be more explicit, he reproached me 
with having employed Dupre to afiaftinate him, and 
to feize upon the old palace. The violence of his 
agitation not permitting him to fpeak otherwife 
than in broken and interrupted fentences, the af¬ 
fair appeared to me devoid of all probability, and 
I could not hinder myfelf from entertaining fufipi- 
cions of his lincerity, nor from telling him, that 
he had been feduced by Spanifh piftols to contrive 
fuch a frivolous pretence for breaking with me. 
“ Who 1 1 ” cried he, relapfing again into a rage, 
Z z 2 “ ’Sdeatli, 
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<c ’Sdeath, muft I confefs that I have a&ed treache- 
“ roully with you, and broke my oath? I would 
“ rather die than be guilty of fuch bafenefs.” “ By 
<4 heaven, Sir/’ anfwered I, u for you teach me 

to fwear, it is only by your fulfilling or break- 
“ ing off the treaty, that 1 fhall know whether to 
il believe you an honeft or a perjured man.” 

The eclaircifiement was hill protracted, and be- 
came worfe inftead of better, in proportion as an¬ 
ger got an afcendant over us. Very feafonably, du¬ 
ring this conteftation, the Abbot de Tiron came in, 
and entering immediately into the occafion of our 
quarrel, brought us nearer to one another. u De- 

pend upon it, Sir,” faid he to Villars, (l the Ba- 
i( ron de Rofny is not capable of the defigns that 
€t have been projected againft you; he is a man of 
“ too much honour, and, in luch a cafe, too pru- 
“ dent to throw himfelf into your power.” 

Thefe words began to open my eyes. I turned 
calmly towards Villars, telling him, that I was con¬ 
vinced anger alone dictated all that he had faid ; 
and that I expeCted, as foon as it was allayed, he 
would do me juftice againft himfelf, for all the in¬ 
jurious things which had efcaped him, and that he 
would make good his former ftipulation. Well, 
“ Sir,” faid he, already half pacified, “ I will keep 
cc my word: but take care alio not to fail of your’s, 
“ with regard to the three articles yet undetermi- 
<( ned.” I anfwered, That if it had not been for 
his fury, which made him throw the treaty into the 
fire, he might have feen that the King had confent- 
cd to them all three. 

We were upon thefe terms when.Madam de Si- 
miers was introduced. u Don’t be angry with me, 
“ Madam,” faid he, as he went to receive her, 
with a ferene countenance, and even finding, “ all 
“ is over, we are good friends again ; but, by hea- 
li ven, the traitor who made all this rnifchief fhall 
c< die before I eat or drink.” He kept his word ; 
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for caufing Dupre to be brought before him, after 
he had confeffed the whole affair, he ordered him, 
without the formality of a trial, to be hung up at a 
window. 

Villars intreated me afterwards to {hew him the 
King’s letter. I did not fcruple to tell him, that 
his Majefty’s fecrets ought only to be communica¬ 
ted to his declared fervants. To make Villars of 
this number, nothing more was neceffary, but to 
draw up the treaty again ; which we figned, and of 
which each of us kept a duplicate. We agreed on¬ 
ly, that the affair lhoulcl remain a fecret for fome 
time, on account of the league and the Spaniards ; 
againft whom this governor took new meafures, by 
reinforcing the troops he had in Rouen After this, 
I no longer made any difficulty in {hewing him all 
my letters, as well thofe which I had written to 
and received from the King before, as that in which 
I informed him of the ratification of the treaty, and 
his Majefty’s anfwer to it. The courier who car¬ 
ried thefe laft difpatches was not more than four 
days on his journey. 

Thefe letters gave infinite fatisfa&ion to Villars, 
particularly the laft, written with the King’s own 
hand. His Majefty, in that, thanked me, more like 
a friend than a fovereign, for the fervice I had juft 
done him, and concluded with thefe words: “ Come 
“ to me at Senlis on the 20th of March, or at St. 
<c Denis on the 21ft, that you may help to cry, 
“ Long live the King , in Paris ; and afterwards we 

will do the fame at Rouen :” (for I wrote to him, 
that his prefence there was neceffary). <c Shew this 

letter,” added he, u to the new friend you have 
“ acquired me, that he may fee I recommend my- 
u felf to him, that he may know I love him well, 
C( and that I know how to prize and reward fuch 
“ brave men as he is.” “ By heaven,” faid Villars, 
at this place, “ this prince is too gracious, and too 
<c obliging to remember me, and fpeak of me in 

fuch high terms.” From that moment, Villars 

conti- 
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continued firm in his obedience and affection to the 
King : nor had his Majefty, amongft his moft an¬ 
cient fervants, one more abfolutely devoted to his 
interefts. He defired me to be latisfied with his 
word for the execution of ail the articles compre¬ 
hended in the treaty, and I accepted it as the beft 
fecurity he could give me. 

The remainder of the time that I Raid in Rouen, 
was employed in regulating fome affairs of the fame 
nature. I fpent the day with the Admiral, and 
fhut myfclf up at night, to give audience to the 
principal officers, as well of the city, and of the 
parliament, as of the army, fcattered throughout 
the province, who came to me privately to concert 
measures for difuniting the league. Medavy was of 
this number, and I concluded the treaty with him. 
Verneuil not being a city of fuch importance as to 
make it neceflary to ufe the fame precautions with 
it as with Rouen, the King ordered Medavy to 
publifh his treaty, for an example to other gover¬ 
nors. 

As I was folicitous not to neglect meeting his 
Majelty at the place he had appointed me, I made 
hafte to leave Rouen, overloaded with the thanks 
and civilities of the governor, I parted with the 
fame fatisfa&ion from the Abbot deTiron, and Ma¬ 
dam de Simiers. I promifed them to return in a 
little, and allured Madam de Simiers, I would bring 
her brother, the Marquis de Vitry, along with me, 
with a body of troops fufficient to put Villars into a 
condition to explain hinrfelf without fear. The ob¬ 
ligations 1 owed to them were great enough to de¬ 
mand this fervice of me, although his Majefty’s in- 
terefi: had not been an additional motive to it. 

It was upon fome correfpondences the King car¬ 
ried on in Paris, that he founded his hopes of being 
fioon admitted there ; and he was on his way thi¬ 
ther from St. Denis when I joined him His party 
in that city was fo well formed, and fo many per- 
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fons of equal courage and fidelity had joined, that 
it was in a manner impoffible that it fhauld not fuc- 
ceed. Ever fince the battle of Arques, where, as 
has been feen, the Count de Belin was taken pri- 
foner, he had been convinced, from his own expe¬ 
rience, of the great qualities of the King, and the 
weaknefs of his enemies; and the Duke of Maienne 
had perceived, that the inclinations of this governor 
leaned fecretly towards the King. Upon this fuf- 
picion, he did not hefitate about depriving him * 
of the government of a city fo conliderable to the 
party as was that of Paris, and feeking for a man 
of known fidelity to himfelf and to the league, who 
could be intruded with the care of this great city, 
at a time when the neceffity of his affairs obliged 
him to repair to the frontiers of Picardy; accord- 
ingly, he had fixed upon BrifFac, whom he gratified 
with this government. 

He anfwered his expectations perfectly in the be¬ 
ginning. The ftudy of the Roman hiftory had in- 
ipired this officer (who valued himfelf greatly upon 
his penetration and judgement) with a very fingular 
project, which was, to ereCt France into a republic, 
and to render Paris the capital of this new bate* 
upon the model of ancient Rome. Had BrifFac de¬ 
fended ever fo little from this high Ipeculation to 
particular circumftances, which, in the greateft de¬ 
signs, it is neceffary to have a regard to, he had 
feen that there are conjunctures when the happiefi: 
projects become equally chimerical and impoffible, 
by the nature of obffacles, by the difference of 
geniufes, and of the character of nations, by the 
fpirit of the laws which they have adopted, and 
by inveterate cuftom, which, as it were, ftamps 
the laft feal upon all. Time only, and long expe- 

* The parliament upon this occafkn made a d'ecree, highly ho* 
rsourable for the Count of Belin. The citizens are there ex ho ted 
father to partake than faffer his banifhmtnt from the city. Memoirs 
for the hiftory of France, vol. 2. Memoirs of the league, voh £ 

# rience. 
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rience, can remedy the defeats in the cuftoms of a 
itate whofe form is already decided ; and this 
ought always to be attempted upon the plan of its 
original conftitution *. This is fo true, that when¬ 
ever we fee a hate conducted by meafures contrary 
to thofe of its eftablifhment, we may be afiiired a 
great revolution is at hand. Moreover, the appli¬ 
cation of the moft effectual remedies does not ope¬ 
rate upon the difeafed who refufe to receive them. 

Briffac went not fo far: he could not for a long 
time comprehend, from whence the general oppo- 
fition his defigns met with proceeded ; for he had 
opened himfelf freely to the nobles and all the chief 
partizans of the league: at laft he began to be ap- 
prehenlive for his own fafety, left while, without 
a fecond, he was labouring to bring his project to 
perfedtion, the King fhould fruftrate it by leizing 
his capital. This fear made him very readily fall 
from ideas purely Roman to the French lpirit of 
thofe times, which was, to be folicitous only for 
his own advantage. When a predominant princi¬ 
ple of intereft is yet farther fortified by the appre- 
henfion of any danger, there is lcarce a man who 
may not be induced to betray even his beft friend. 
Thus Brifiac f acted : he refumed the defign of the 
Count de Belin, but from a motive far lefs noble ; 
and thought of nothing but of making the King 
purchafe, at the higheft price, the treachery he me- 


* The fenfe in which the Duke o f Sully undeiflands this maxim, 
and the true one in which it ought lo be taken, is, that the ancient 
forms and fundamental principles of government are to be varied 
from as little as pofTible. He does not mean, that we are to admit 
the abufes which ignorance or neceffity have introduced in the diffe¬ 
rent inftuu’ions relating to the finances, politics, &c. He will treat 
this (object more largely in the fctjuel of thefe Memoir. 

+ The Duke of Maienne, as De Thou obferves, was informed 
of BrifTac's treachery by the Dmhefs of Guife, his mother; but be 
would n t believe her. Confult upon this rcduftion of the city of 
Paris, Matthicu, vol. 2. b. i. d. J74.; Chron. Noven. b. 6. p. 334.; 
aci other hiftor.ans. 
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ditated againft the Duke of Maienne in his abfence. 
St. Luc, his brother-in-law, was employed to nego¬ 
tiate with the King ; and having procured very'ad¬ 
vantageous conditions, BrifTac agreed to admit Hen¬ 
ry with his army into Paris, in fpite of the Spaniards. 
The troops of the league were abfolutely at his dif- 
pofal, and there was no longer occafion for violent 
meafures with the people. 

D’Of was forward enough in his applications 
for the government of Paris, and of the ifle of 
France, and obtained his requeft. There was here 
a conflidl of intereft which perplexed this fuperin- 
tendant to fuch a degree, that, notwithftanding his 
new dignity, the reduction of Paris was one of the 
things in the world he mofi: feared to fee happen. 
According as he gave k out, this fear had no other 
motive, but that of feeing the finances become a 
prey to the men of the fword and the gown, by 
whom, he faid, the King, as foon as he was pof- 
fefled of Paris, would be opprefled, for the pay¬ 
ment of penfions, appointments, and gratifications. 
But this difcourfe deceived only thofe who were ig¬ 
norant of the advantage he found in keeping things 
in their firfi: confufion, and who knew not with 
what fuccefs he had hitherto laboured for that pur- 
pofe. 

The King put all the friends of the Count of 
Belin in motion, on whom he had no lefs depend¬ 
ence than upon Briflac ; and at five o’clock in the 
morning * prefented himfelf, at the head of 8000 
men, before Porte Neuve, where the Mayor of Pa¬ 
ris and the other magiftrates, received him in 

form. 


-f- Our Memoirs make no mention of M. D'O’s being deprived by 
the league of this government, which Henry III. haj beftowed upon 
him. Pcrefixe, part z. 

* March 22. 

\ This mayor of Paris was John L’Hi illier, w f ho when Brifac 
faid to him, “ We mutt render to Caefar the things that are Ca?far $,'* 
he replied, u Y/e mult render them indeed, but not fell them ta 
Vol. I. 3 A “ him.” 
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form. He went immediately and took polFeffion of 
the Louvre, the palace, the Great and Little Chate- 
let; and finding no where any oppollti6n, he pro* 
ceeded even to Notre Dame, which he entered to 
return thanks to God. His foldiers, on their fide, 
fulfilled with fuch exacttnefs the! orders and inten¬ 
tions of their matter f, that no one, throughout all 
this great city, complained of the flighted: violence 
upon their part. They rook pofTeflion of all the 
fquares and crofs ways in the ftreets, where they 
drew up in order of battle. There was not the 
leaft commotion ; and, from that very day, the 
fhops were opened with all the i'ecurity which a 
long continued peace could have given. 

The Spaniards had now only the Baftile, the 
Temple, and the quarters of St. Anthony and St. 
Martin in their poflettion ; and there they fortified 
themfelves, being about 4006 in number, with the 
Duke de Feria and Don Diegtt d’Evora at their 
head; all greatly aftonifhed at fuch unexpected 
news *, and firmly refolved to defend themfelves 


e< him.” F. L’Etoile’s journal afcribes this bon mot to Kenry TV'. 
L’Huillier was rewarded with the port of Prefident of the chamber of 
accounts, and Counfellor of ftatej and Martin L’Anglois, an aider- 
man; was made mayor of Paris in his room. Le Grain, b. 6. It is 
obferved, in he volume of MSS marked 9033. in the King’s library, 
that Henry IV. entering Paris by the new gate, which has been fince 
called the Gate of the Conference, he wen; out again, and returned 
feveral times, fearing, notwithftanding the repeated aflurances c.f the 
mayor and aldtrnien, that, by permitting hi? troops to eht£r Paris, 
their defign was to cut them in pieces, and his perfon. 

J The King perceiving a foldier take a loaf from a baker bv fcrce, 
ran to him, and would have killed him. L’Etoile’s journal. Perefixe 
fays, thar La Noue being arrefted for debts which his father fcori- 
tradted in this prince’s fervice, complained to him of that infolence. 
The King, in public, faid to him, “ La-Noue, you mud pay your 
ec debts, i piy m ne faithfully j ” but afterwards taking him a/ide, 
he gave him his jewels to pawn to the creditors, inftead of the bag¬ 
gage they had feized of his. Perefixe, part 2. 

* L’Etoile ohferves, that rhi news being brought to the Spaniards 
while Langleis was amusing them w-th relating circurnitances out of 
the Romar hiftory, the Duke of Feria cried cut two or three time?, 
<( Ah, great King, great King! ” L’Etoile’s journal* 
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to the lafl extremity, if any attempts were made to 
force them from thofe advantageous polls. The 
King relieved them from their perplexity, by fend¬ 
ing to tell them,that they might leave Paris, andre- 
treat in perfedl affurance. He treated the Cardi¬ 
nals of Placentia and Pelleve with the fame gentle- 
nefs, notvvkhftanding the refentment he ftiil retain¬ 
ed for their condudl with regard to him. Soiilons 
was the place whither thefe enemies of the King * ** 
retired, under favour of a llrong efcort. His Ma- 
jcfly then publilhed a general pardon f for all the 
French who had borne arms againft him. When 
this facrifice is not extorted by neceflity, but, on 
the contrary, made at a time when vengeance has 
full liberty to fatiate itfelf, it is not one of the lead: 
marks of a truly royal heart. Madam de Mont- 
penfler being introduced to the King, he received 
her as politely, and converfed as familiarly with 
her, as if he had fome very important reafon for 
fparing her the confulion with which any other 
perfondn his lituation would have taken plealure 
to cover her ±. 

The 


* The King li2d a mind to fee them march out, and looked at 
them from a window over St. Denis’s gate. They all faluied him 
with their hats off, bowing profoudly low. The King, with great 
courtefey, returned the falute to the principal officers, adding thefe 
worus, “ Remember me to your mailer; go in a good hour, but 
“ return no mure.” Pcref. part 3. This anecdote agrees with that 
in the Memoirs for the hifl: >ry of France, but is contradicted by the 
Journal written by the fame author. 

f All the Memoirs of thof, times are filled with indances of 
Henry’s clemency, and his lively and agreeable repartees. S c the 
Memoirs above cited. A league, coming to him one day when he 
was playing at Pnmero, “ Yuu are welcome, r aid the King to 

** him ; for if we win, you will be. ours.” Le Crain, book io. 

} Pcrcfixe obferves, that he played at cards with her that very 
evening. L’Etoile adds, that he returned both hcr’s and Madam de 
Nemour’s vifit; and re!a’e c a lingular converfation that paffi d be¬ 
tween this prince and her; at the end of which, Madam de M> nt- 
penfier, whofe hatred for Henry was publicly known, tak.ng notice 
of his enteting Paris, (lie wi(bed that it had been her brother the 
Duke of Maienne, who had let down the bridge for i>is M jetty. 

3 A 2 “ Adzokers,’* 
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The King had not yet found an opportunity to 
converfe with me upon the negotiations of Rouen; 
therefore, that evening, when the croud was over, 
he took me alide to a window in the Louvre, and 
made me give him a circumftantial relation of all 
that had paired, even to the minuteft incidents ; to 
which he liitened with a good deal of attention. 
He accufed himfelf of being the caufe of Du-Rol¬ 
lers unfeafonable interference, by not acquainting 
me with the propofals he had made him, which 
would have put me upon my guard againit all that 
could have happened from that quarter. 

The King had not yet mentioned to the Duke of 
Montpenfier, or the Baron de Biron, the conditions 
which, at their expence, he had granted to Admi¬ 
ral Villars : and this was now all that perplexed 
him ; for he conducted himfelf by quite different 
maxims from thofe princes, who, in fuch cafes, in- 
ftead of prudent demeanor and condefcenflon, be¬ 
gin by filencing all complaint, and owe the obe¬ 
dience which they receive to the tone of authority. 
He agreed with me that I fhould make him, in the 
prefence of thofe two noblemen, the fame detail I 
had juft now done, as if it were for the firfl time ; 
and fhould give them to underhand, that the con¬ 
clusion of the treaty with Villars depended upon 
their facrihcing to him their rights. The thing be¬ 
ing executed in this manner, the King, turning to¬ 
wards them, fa id, with fome emotion, that he would 
rather lofe Villars and Rouen both, than gain them 
by doing any injuftice to two perfons whom he 
efteemed. Montpenfier and Biron were fo affedted 

“ Adzokers,” replied the King, <f he mip.ht poflibly have made nre 
*•' wait a longtime, and I fhould not have entered fo earlv.” This 
lady (pursued he) hearing the popnhee cr\, h r rg live the King* faid, 
laughing, that Br (Tic had done more than his wife, who, m fifteen 
years, had made but one cuck'rwfing; whereas lie, in eigh r davs, 
had made more than twenty thousand parrets fing in Paris. L'Etuie, 
cr?i. 1594# 


with 


1594- OF SULLY. #3 

with this manner of treating them, that they decla¬ 
red they would, with all their hearts, defift from 
their pretenfions. Henry thanked them ; and, as 
an equivalent, gave the fir ft the governments of 
Percheand Maine, to be joined to that of Normandy, 
as foon as it fhould be entirely reduced ; but Vil- 
lars’s generofity changed this clifpofition. As for 
Biron, a marechal’s baton, with 420,000 lives in 
money, indemnified him for the lofs which he 
fuftained. 

The reduction of Paris threw the King into new 
perplexities, which obliged him to delay Hill longer 
his journey to Rouen. He was employed in re¬ 
ceiving the homage of the different courts *, of the 
imiverfity, and of the other corporations of the 
city of Paris ; whofe fubmifiion he thought he 
could not better reward, than by applying his cares 
to the reftoring them to that harmony and good 
order which the civil wars had interrupted. He 
had likewife anfwers to give to feveral governors of 
towns and fortrefles, particularly of the ifle of 
France, who, after the example of the capital, 
came to make their obeifance 

Villeroy was not amongft the firft; it was ne- 
ceffity alone, that either fixed his irrefolution, or 
forced his inclinations. Some places of little im¬ 
portance ftill held out for him and his fon, with 
which, -by means of Du-pleflis his friend, and San- 
cy, whofe daughter was juft married to his fon, he 
made very advantageous conditions for himfelf: af¬ 
ter obtaining, by repeated importunities, two tru¬ 
ces, the one of two months fpace, the other for 
three months; which he procured to be ratified by 
the Duke of MaYenne; after having a long time 
affeded a neutrality, and put a thoufand fprings in 

* The parliament of Paris was recalled from T >ur c , where it h:d 
been removed by letiers-patent from tr.e Kang, dated Maich 2S. 

1594. 
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motion to protracft, till the laft extremity, his re¬ 
paration from his old friends, he at laft concluded 
a treaty * almoft after all the reft, and obtained 
the poll: of fecretary to the King, in recompenfe for 
that he had given up. 


* This circumflance in our Memoirs is pofitively contradicted by 
De Thou, who fays, book ic8. that ViJlcroy’s treaty with the 
King was concluded long before, but that his Majefly would not fuf- 
fer it to be made public, becaufe he was defirous that Villeroy ihculd 
make ufe of his influence over the Duke of MaVenne, to prevail upon 
him to join his party, Matthieu, in the places already quoted, is 
of the fame opinion j and Cayet, who liketvife fupports it elfewhere, 
does not contradict it by Villeroy’s letter to the Duke of MaVenne, 
dated Jan. 2. in the fame year 5 although, in relating the purport of 
this letter, he cafls a kind of reproach upon this minifter. In this 
letter, which was intercepted by the royalifls, Villeroy, u’hofe defign 
was to inform the Duke of MaVenne beforehand of his treaty wflth 
Henry, which was going to be published, and to endeavour once 
more to prevail upon him to follow his example, advifes MaVenne to 
conflder in earneft of a peace for the party in general, and himfelf in 
particular. Bccaufe, (fays he,) their caufe is defperate j ” and 
adds, “ We have loft all confidence in each other,” &c. Cayet, 
book 6. p. 293. 

With the key that De Thou and other hiftorians have given us to 
Villtroy’s fecret tranfa&ions with the chiefs of the league, and to the 
part he played by the King’s order, the meaning of thole words which 
they would impute to him as a crime, is eafily comprehended j and 
it is even plain, that in Ipejking to the Duke of Maienne, he could 
not have exprefled himfelf otterwife. Indeed, if on this occafion 
Villeroy could be charge ! with any fault, it was not dihovering a 
little m re gererofitv when he had fo good an opportunity for it 5 
for, btfides thnfe rewards mentioned in our Memoirs, he procured 
the government of Lyons for Charles de Neufville, Maiquis of Alin- 
cou-t his fon. But what French noblemen in tbofe times, or even 
what man however little diftrefied in his circi.mftances, could boaft 
of being exempted Atom this reproach ? Father de L’Etoile does not 
conceal the covetou c and felfifh difpofition of Villeroy. Henry IV, 
(fays he in his journal,) going one day with twelve or fifteen of his 
“ courti rs, to partake of a flight collation with Villeroy, faid to them, 
** wh n they w'ere feated at table, My friends, we are at an ordinary, 
“ let us fare well for cur money, for we have an hoft that w.ll make 
ff us pay dear for our entertainment.” I do not think it will be ne- 
ceffury for the future to cbviate all thofe invcHives which the 
Duke of Sully, in the fequel of thefe memoirs, throws upon a man 
\vik> has been highly ferviceable to this kingdom, till his death in 
1617, having pollefied the pofls of minifter and fecretary of ftate 
under four fucceftivc kings, Charles IX. Iienry III. Henry IV. and 
•J.evis XIII. 


The 
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The day after the King’s entry into Paris, he 
thought proper to make me fet out for Rouen, fmce 
he could not go thither himfelf. I arrived at that 
city on the 25 th of March, bringing with me Vitry, 
at the head of 300 men. La-Font received me at 
the gate of the city, and conduced me, with all 
my train, to the houfe that was prepared for me, 
which belonged to the Sieur de Martinbault, the 
fined: in the whole town, and, bv Villars’s orders, 
furnifhed fumptuoufly. Simon Antoine and La- 
Chapelle did not approve of fuch a remarkable dif- 
tindtion. They knew nothing hitherto of the trea¬ 
ty, but had taken fo much umbrage at my firfb 
journey, that they made ufe of all their credit to 
prevail upon the Admiral to forbid my entrance in¬ 
to the city. 

La-Font, who acquainted me with all their in¬ 
trigues, apprifed me alfo, that they were that very 
night appointed to fup with the governor ; as were 
likewife the AbbeTiron, the Prelident Boquemare, 
Medavy, and D’Aqueville, two counfellors of the 
parliament, and feme others. I was refolved to. 
take this opportunity to declare myfelf ; and La- 
Font having allured me, that the Admiral would 
not be difpleafed with any thing I did, I was will¬ 
ing to enjoy the confulion of the two deputies of 
Spain and of the league, by telling them what had 
juft happened at Paris. 

I went immediately to St. Ouen, where Villars 
was with his company. He entertained the deputies 
at one end of the gallery when I entered. I did 
not fcruple to interrupt their converfation, by run¬ 
ning to embrace him : and told him I was juft 
come to invite myfelf to fup with him, and to tell 
him my news. Villars, after returning my embrace, 
pointing to the two deputies, as if he adled in con¬ 
cert with me in this affair, told me cooly, that ha¬ 
ying fo many people to fup with him that night, he- 
\yas afraid I fhould not find the party well affort- 
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ed. I replied, that I could accommodate xnyfelf to 
all companies, and I was perfuaded (the animohtv 
of party aiide) thoie two gentlemen would receive 
the news I had to tell them with pleafure. The 
governor glancing a look at Simon Antoine, that 
deputy taking the thing like a man of gallantry, 
laid he would be charmed to know in what man¬ 
ner the Kin^ had treated the Spaniards and the two 
cardinals This he accompanied with encomiums 
on this prince, and complements to me, with all 
imaginable politenefs and good taite. ** For ought I 
44 can lee, you will oblige me to treat you all, 44 faid 
Viilars, adding a compliment of excufe for his bad 
cheer. 

The reft of the company approaching, the Pre- 
fident Boquemare preiTed me to declare my news ; 
but I would fay nothing till we were feated. Sup¬ 
per was called, 44 I am,” laid the Admiral, pla¬ 
cing himfelf farffc at the middle of the table, 44 a 
44 very bad maiter of ceremonies.” I did not mean 
to ufe any with Don Simon, who having ambi¬ 
tion, and being belides of a rank to fupport it, 
might have, upon a bare compliment, ieated him¬ 
felf in the firft place, a thing perhaps of fome con- 
fequence, on this occanon, when I reprelented the 
King's perfon. 1 feated myfelf, therefore, without 
an*' ceremony, at the head of the table, telling the 
Spanifh deputy, that if our own perfons only were 
concerned, I would willingly pa v him what I 
thought due to a Arranger of merit : which he re¬ 
ceived with a very good grace. La Chapelle ob- 
ferved to him, that I did at the table what my ma¬ 
iler had juft done at Paris, and that there was no¬ 
thing in it but what was orderly. 44 I lee,” faid the 
Spaniard, 4e and I am afraid this precedence is but 
44 a bad augury for us ; however, it lhall not hin- 
<( der us from being merry, and drinking to the 
44 health of our mafters, who are not enemies, 
44 lince there is no war declared between them.” 

This 
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This aDfwer was full of wifdom and policy; and, 
during the whole repafr, the Spaniard lupporred his 
part of the converfation like a man of fpirit and 
appeared feniible of the King's good qualities, a- 
bove all, of the marks of clemency which he had 
given to all his enemies, whether foreigners or 
French. I took notice that Tiron only, and a 
prieft named Dadre, were iilent during this detail. 

Thus the feaft patTed over with a good deal of 
joy, real or apparent, in all the guefts. After it 
was over, Villars, as he attended me out, in treated 
me not to viht him all the next day, which he 
would employ in getting rid, one way or other, of 
his deputies. He knew not yet how thefe two men 
intended to take-their leave of him, but told me, 
that if I wanted to be informed of it, I need only 
fpend the afternoon with Madam de Simiers Here 
I learned that Villars had been clofeted three 
whole hours with the two agents; that they had 
made ufe of reproaches, and harfh language. But 
this governor was not a man to be eaiily intimida¬ 
ted or altered : he told them plainly, that he had 
concluded a treaty with the King, and that they 
had nothing for it, but to retire without delay, ei¬ 
ther to SoiiTons, or to the Duke of Maienne, whi¬ 
ther he would grant them a fare conduct, the oniy 
favour he could grant them. There was a necelnty 
for coming to this extremity : and Villars took 
care to guard againft the effect ot their refentment, 
by giving orders for the newly-arrived troops to 
enter Rouen ; with which he took ponfiiion of the 
palace, the fort, and the caftle. This done, he 
fen: La-Fonr to me, to tell me, that the next day, 
at mv hrft requeft, he would declare himfelf lor 
the King, in the prefence of all the inhabitants of 
the city, whom he cauled to be ahembled for that 
purpofe, with all the form and ceremony that 
might make this action more fclemn. 

Vol. I. 3 B I never 
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I never experienced a more perfecl fatisfa&ion 
than what arofe from the reflection of having done 
the King and kingdom fo considerable a iervice; 
nor enjoyed a more tranquil Sleep, that than which 
the fucceeding night afforded me. The next moi n- 
ning early Ihaftenedto Villars, at St Ouen whom I 
found walking in the great fquare, whither he had 
come an hour before, and which, as well as all the 
principal ftreets, was filled with Inch a prodigious 
concourfe of people, drawn thither by the report of 
the deputies departure, and the new ceremony, that 
Perdriel, D’lfencourt, La-Font, and the foldiers 
whom the governor, out of refpect, had fent to at¬ 
tend me, could with difficulty open me a pnffage : 
the joy was general, and eaffiy remarkable in all 
their faces. 

I accofled the Admiral, with whom I found the 
Baron de Medavy and the President Boquemare : 
and, after the ordinary Salutation, I told him, that 
the King, being now a good Catholic, it was time 
he fhould give him fome teftimonies of his zeal. 
Villars replied, that in his heart he was already 
faithfully devoted to his Majefty’s fervice ; and that 
if, to make an open profeffion of it, nothing more 
was neceffary than to put on the white fcarf, he 
was ready to receive it at my hand. I took one 
out of my pocket ; and Villars had no fooner put 
it on, than, without further thought of what he 
was to fay, “ Come on,” cried he, with a tranf- 
port perfectly in his chara&er, the league is, that 
every one cry, Five le Roi. The profound lilence 
that had been held during our conference, was in¬ 
terrupted at this word by an univerfai acclamation 
of Vive le Roi. At the fame inftant, the ringing 
of the gre.it bell, with all the others in the city ; 
the difeharge of all the artillery from the fort and 
other places; added to this general fhotit a noiie 
capable of infpiring terror, if the joy which dilated 
every heart had permitted them to perceive, that 

there 
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there was not a houfein the city that was unfhaken. 
“ The found of thefe bells,” faid I to the governor, 
“ fuggefts • to us to go and give thanks to God in 
“ the church of Notre-Dame.” Accordingly, Te 
Deum was lung there with great folemnity, and fol¬ 
lowed by the celebration of the mafs, at the be¬ 
ginning of which I retired. As foon as it was o* 
ver, Vill.trs took me up in his coach, and carried 
me to a magniricent entertainment, to which the 
fovereign courts, all the officers of the army, and 
magiftrates of the city, were invited. Orders were 
fent to Verneuil, Pontau-de-mer, and Havre, where 
the Chevalier d’Oife commanded, and to all thofe 
places that acknowledged the Admiral’s authority, 
to follow the example of the capital. 

It was my iirft care, as foon as I was at leifure, 
to inform the King of what had juft happened, and 
to intreat him to fend fomeof his counfeilors to re- 
eftabliffi the parliament. The next day the city 
came in a body to thank me for the trouble I had 
taken, and brought me their prefent, which con-' 
lifted of a ftde-board of pi ate, guilt, and finely 
wrought, of upwards of 3000 crowns value * which 
I was obliged to accept, notwithftanding all my 
inftances to the contrary. It was not long before 
my courier returned with difpatches from his Ma- 
jefty : he brought a letter for Admiral Villars, in 
which the King-ftyled him his u Coufin, Admiral, 
“ Governor in chief of Roueri, Havre,” &c. and 
invited him to come to court, in terms which pro- 
mi fed him the moft gracious reception : that which 
was for me, contained an order to return as foon as 
poffible. 

The Admiral, who would not appear there till 
he had an equipage fuitable to his rank and dignity, 
took time to prepare himfclf. As for me,' I let 
out forthwith, and lay the firft night at Louviers, 
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where I had with Bois-rofe, whom I did not know, 
the little feene I am going to reprefent. 

This gentleman having learned, by public report, 
that the King, had given Villars the fort of Fefcamp; 
and heard no mention of an indemnification to him- 
felf, refolved to complain to the King; and having 
occafion for the protection and countenance of 
fome governor who was known to his Majeftv, came 
to Louviers a few moments after my arrival, to 
get a letter of recommendation from Du-Rollet. 
He alighted at the fame inn which I had chofen, 
and was told that a gentleman was juft come, who, 
by his train, and the difeourfe of his domeftics, ap¬ 
peared to be very well at court : my name they did 
not mention ; and Bois-rofe believing me to be 
ftill at Rouen, was at no pains to learn it. He did 
not hefitate a moment in preferring the protection 
of this Lord to that of Du Rollet. He inltantly 
came up to my chamber; and after making liim- 
felf known, told me, that he had great reafon to 
complain of a nobleman of the court, called the 
Baron de R.ofny, who, abufing his matter’s favour, 
had facrificed him, as well as the Duke de A 4 ont- 
penfier, and Marechal Biron, to Admiral Villars his 
old friend. He afterwards explained his demands, 
but in a manner fo lively and paffionate, and with 
fo many oaths and menaces againtt this Baron de 
Rofhy, that nothing could be more pleafant than 
the character I fupported upon this occafion. 

When he vented all his fire, I told him, that 
I was well enough acquainted with the affair he 
mentioned to me, to aifure him, that the Baron de 
Rofnv durtt not have done any thing in it but by 
the-King’s.exprefs command ; and that his Majefty 
actually purpofed to give him a recompenfe where¬ 
with he would have reafon to be contented. I did 
not. think it necettary to carry my civility fo far, as 
to promile him to ferve his refen tment againtt that 
Baron of whom he complained fo bitterly ; on the 

contrary, 
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contrary, I tolcl him, that if he knew the Baron de 
Kofny, he would confefs, that a man who, for the 
good of the ftate, voluntarily reiigned his abbey of 
St- Taurin, could only be influenced by neceility 
to do what he attributed to ill-will. I took leave of 
him, faying, that I Ihould be glad to fee him when 
I arrived at court, where I promifcd to fpeak to the 
King concerning him, and to obtain the equivalent 
he demanded Bois-rofe 'vent away as much plea- 
fed with me as diffatisiied with the Baron dePiofny ; 
but having inquired my name of one of my pages, 
whom he met at the bottom of the ftaircafc, he 
was thunderfiruck to hear the name of a man 
whom he had talked of in fuch harfh terms to him- 
lelf; fo that being apprehenlive of the refentment 
he fuppofed I entertained a gain ft him, he mounted 
his horfe in an inftant, went to another inn, and 
fet out with all poffible expedition for Paris, that 
he might get thither before me, to find protection 
againft the bad offices I was about to render him. 

The adventure did not end here. While Bois- 
rofe took precautions againft me as againft an irre- 
concileable enemy, I, with more tranquillity, pur- 
fued my route by Mante, from whence I brought 
my wife t oParis I he firft thing I did after my 
arrival, was to wait on the King, and give him an 
account of my journey, who, according to cuftom, 
would have me omit nothing. After having ex- 
haufted every thing that was lerious, I was willing 
to divert him with the fcene at Louviers; tor Bois- 
rofe had taken no notice of that, and had only 
conjured his Majefty not to be prejudiced by what 
I might fay againft him, becaufe of an inveterate 
hatred that I bore him. 'The King laughed hear¬ 
tily at the adventure of Bois-role I lent for him ; 
and he finding I was the perfon to whom he was re¬ 
ferred, believed his affairs defperate : I enjoyed his 
tmeafinefs and perplexity for Ionic time, and after¬ 
wards drew him out of it in a manner that furprifed 
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him greatly. I folicited warmly in his favour, and 
obtained for him a penfion of 12,000 livres a year, 
a company with an appointment, and 2000 crowns 
* in diver. He had not hoped for fo much ; but, 
his bludering ap >rt, I looked upon him as an officer 
of great courage and refolution ; and I afterwards 
bound him more clofely to me, and thought him 
worthy of the pod of lieutenanr-general of the ord¬ 
nance in Normandy, when the King had made me 
grand-mader of it. 

I concealed nothing from the King of all that 
had happened to me at Rouen, except the prefent 
of the lide-board of gilt plate. He was adonifhed 
one morning to fee it brought into his chamber. 
I told him, that, having in vain endeavoured to 
hinder the city of Piouen from making me this pre¬ 
fent, I came to bring it to his Majedy, as a thing 
which belonged to him, lince I had bound myfelf 
by a folemn vow, never to receive any thing from 
his fubje&s under this name, while I remained in 
his fervice. 

And here it feems not improper to declare my 
reafons for this conduct, which I am perfuaded will 
not be thought the bed concerted dratagem to gain 
greater riches : for although the rewards I received 
from the King were very confiderable, and evert’ 
furpaffed my expectations, it will be readily allowed 
that a man who, for fo long a time, had almod the 
foie management of the finances and the army, was 
able to enrich himfelf by a much fhorter method. 
It is not necedary that I ffiould name it; the pad 
age has adorded but too many examples of it; and, 
notwithdanding all my endeavours to introduce a 
contrary cudom, the future, I doubt, will fupply 
many more. 

lntered, therefore, being out of the quedion, my 
refoiution to avoid receiving any obligations may 
be placed to the fcore of vanity. Againd this im¬ 
putation I can odcr only a fimpie aflurance, but a 

very 
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very rtncere one; that I acted thus from no other 
motive, than the defire of teaching thofe who might 
iucceed me in the conduct of affairs, that, in this 
relpeft, there is no difference between them and 
fuch as are fet over the difiribution of jurtice: for 
if a judge who opens his hand to prefents, even 
without any intention of being influenced by them, 
is looked upon with abhorrence ; a minifter, and 
any man inverted with a public employment, ren¬ 
ders himfelf equally guilty, who receives gifts with 
complacency, which, in the minds of thofe who 
give them, are in the very inrtant, or in the ifliie, 
to be at the expence of the King, or at leart of his 
fubjedts. If we cannot depend on the re&itude of 
intention of thofe who make us thefe prefents, (it 
is to my fucceflbrs that I addrefs myfelf here), 
much lefs can we on our own who receive them : 
and let us accuftom ourfelves to regard, as two 
things which can never be reconciled, our mafter’s 
profit and our own; unlefs, as 1 have obferved be¬ 
fore, it fhould be himfelf who beftows gifts on us; 
and his liberality will always go far enough to leave 
us no caufe to complain, after we convince him 
that nothing comes to us from any other fource. 
But the misfortune is, being accuftomed to calcu¬ 
late, and to fee immenfe fums pafs through our 
hands, we are led infenflbly to confider as a fmall 
matter, thofe that are lufficient for the happinefs 
and for the fortune of one individual. 

The King did not diflemble that he was not ac- 
curtomed to fuch difeourfe; and owned, that if this 
fyftem, fimple as it was, could be once eftablifhed 
in the finances, it would be the means of enriching 
both the King and the rtate ; which, before and 
fince, have been ardently fought for in vain. He 
would not have accepted the fide-board, but to ac¬ 
commodate himfelf to my way of thinking, by 
obliging me to take it from his hand. This dona¬ 
tion became public, becaufe he granted me a wri- 
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ting *, in which it was fpecified, that this fide- 
board was a prefent made by the city of Rouen to 
his Majefty, who had beftowed it upon me ; and the 
next day this prince lent me ^oco crowns in gold 
from his own ftrong*box, to make me fcnfible that 
fuch an a£Hon in a minifter ihould not go unre¬ 
warded I now fulfill his views, by informing the 
public of this double gratification 

Admiral Villars appeared i'oon after at court, 
with a train of more than an hundred gentlemen; 
fome of whom were of the greateft families in 
France ; but people foon drew off their attention 
from the magnificence of his horfes, and the gran¬ 
deur of his equipages, to fix it upon his generofity 
and upon his moddly, which are indeed the true 
riches of a man, although they rarely accompany 
the former. He accofted the King with an air at 
once noble and fubmiflive, and threw himfelf at his 
feet. “ Admiral,” faid the King, in pain at this 
pofture, and railing him haftily, u fuch fubmifiion 
“ is due to God only ; ” and refolving to ele\ r ate 
the Admiral as much as he had humbled himfelf, 
lie began to expatiate to the courtiers upon the 
great adlions which Villars had performed, and did 
it with a difeernment fo juft as gave them new merit. 
The Admiral, by proteftations of refpeft, and de- 


* Rofnv's humour agreed perfectly well with the King’?. When 
he truffed the finances to his care, he defired him not to take a bottle 
of wine, or receive any prefent whatever, without his knowledge ; 
and when Rofny informed him of any that were offered to him, the 
King immediately permitted him to accept of them, being fo defirous 
that he fhould find his advantage in ferving him faithfully, that he 
often added gifts of his own to thofe perquifites, to encourage him to 
ierve him better and better. Bui Rofny never received them till they 
were duly regiftered in the chamber of accounts, that every one might 
know the bounty of this prince towards him ; by which means he 
would avoid the reproach of abufing his favour to empty his coffers. 
Terefixe, p. 227. This writer, as well as the retf of the world, 
were, through the Duke of Sully’s mede^y at that time, ignorapt 
that he himfelf was the contriver of this wife and welhconcerted 
economy. 
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votion to bis fervice, endeavoured to flop the courfe 
of thefe praifes ; and afterwards perceiving the 
Duke of Montpenfier, he went up to him, and, 
killing his hand, acknowledged him his fuperior, 
refigning to him his government of Rouen with fo 
good a grace, that this prince, who had at firft re¬ 
ceived him coldly enough, being affe&ed with his 
generofity, embraced him feverai times, and from 
that moment received him into the number of his 
deareft friends. 

The months of April and May were employed in 
the fame manner by the King and his council, in 
receiving deputies from the different cities and go¬ 
vernors, who came to treat upon the conditions of 
their furrender. Thofe of Lyons and Poitiers were 
the mod confiderable. A ftrange fall for the 
Duke of Nemours! This ambitious man fuffered 
the chimerical project of making himfelf King of 
France, by marrying the Infanta of Spain, to em¬ 
ploy his mind ; which foolifh pretenfion, the public 
hatred and the oppofition of his own brother, the 
Duke of Mai'enne, obliging him to renounce, he 
foon confoled himfelf for this difappointment, by 
ere&ing, in idea, a principality compofed of the 
provinces of Lyonnois, Beaujolois, Foret, Macon- 
nois, and Dombes, which he was to hold of Spain. 
He began by endeavouring to make fure of the ca¬ 
pital of his new kingdom ; but the Lyonnois 
more fubtil than he, took care to fecure the perfon 

* Perefixe fuppofes the Duke of MaYennc himfelf to be the author 
<?f the revolt of Lyons, it being his defign to fnatch this city out of 
the hands of his half-brother. WUat the m hor fays here of the 
Duke of Nemours, ought not to hinder us from doing him juftice in 
ether refpe&s. He is allowed by all the hidorians to have pofllfled 
very great and amiable qualities, both or mind and perfon, and to 
have been one of the mod deferving noblemen in all France. Sec 
his panegyric, and that of the Marquis de St. Sorlin, his btother, in 
the Memoirs of Brantome, vol. 3. under the article of M. de Ne¬ 
mours, p. 23. et feqq. j and the account of the derail cf Lyons, in 
C.iyet, book 6. p. 299. and other hiftoriane. 


Vol.L 



of 


386 MEMOIR S Book VI. 

of., their pretended fovereign, who treated them al¬ 
ready as a tyrant; and confidering him in that light, 
kept him confined, without any intention, however, 
o£ breaking with the party. The league was of¬ 
fended at the affront offered to one of their .lead¬ 
ers, and Saint Sorlin, the Duke of Nemours’s 
youngeft brother, interefting Spain in his quarrel, 
obtained from the Duke of Savoy, and the Duke 
of Terra n ova, governour of Milan, a powerful 
fupply of forces, with which he fell upon the Ly- 
onnois. This violence determined them to fepa- 
rate openly from the league; and calling in Colonel 
D’Ornano to their afliftance, they declared openly 
for the King, pulled down and dragged the arms 
and colours of Spain, Savoy, and Nemours, in the 
dirt, burnt, with a kind of infulting farce^ in the 
public fquare, the effigies of a woman, in the habit 
of a forcerefs, with this inlcription on her fore¬ 
head, The League; and allowed only three 
months time to all the little towns dependent upon. 
Lyons, to return to their duty. 

.. The Duke of - Nemours remained in great per¬ 
plexity during this tumult; and apprehending fqme- 
thing worfe than confinement from his pretended 
fubjedts, to effect his eicape, put on the habit of 
his valet de chambre, who refembled him in his 
fhape, and going' out of his apartment with his 
clofe-ftool pan in his, hand, paffed through the an¬ 
tichamber where the guards were, without being 
known, becaufe he turned his face afide, as if to 
avoid,the bad fmell ; from thence he ftole into the 
ftreet, and gained the fields; too happy, after fo 
much imaginary grandeur, to abandon, like a fu¬ 
gitive, a city which he had deftined for the feat of 
his glory ; and convinced, by fad experience, of a 
truth to which we always will make ourfelves blind, 
that there is nothing fo difficult as to make effects 
anfwer our defires 

Ambition, moreover, turned another head. Ba- 
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higny feeing himfelf governor of Cambray, a place 
by‘its fituation of great importance for the King, 
had the hardinefs to demand his title of governor to 
be changed into that of fovereign prince, and the 
misfortune to obtain his requeft. Hence he flattered 
himfelf, that he fliould fee his name fwell the cata¬ 
logue of crowned heads, and forgoc that he wanted 
means to maintain himfelf in that elevated rank. 
He maintained it, or thought to maintain it, by ex- 
haufling his purfe to appear with magnificence at 
court, and to fend to the fiege of Laon 2000 ar- 
quebufiers and 300 horfe. But the glory of this 
upflart potentate was of fhort duration : he, as well 
as Nemours, fplit upon the common rock fo fatal 
to ambitious men, who can never be perfuaded, that 
the beft concerted fchemes are thole which afford 
only moderate advantages, but fubje&ed to no chan¬ 
ges, and fecurcd from all hazards. 

The Spaniards feeing, that, in the centre of the 
kingdom, every thing flipped through their hands, 
refolved to flem the torrent by fome important 
blow, arid laid fiege to La Chapelle. I be King did 
not balance a moment upon the neceflity of leaving 
all his domeflic affairs, to go and prevent the re¬ 
duction of this place. His foldiers, however, were 
not in the fame difpofition : Weary of war, they 
fought only to forget and to avoid it. So much 
time, therefore, was wafted, before the King could 
draw his .army together, that although he marched 
before it with a fmall body of troops, yet he came 
too late: he found the fiege fo far advanced, and 
the Count of Mansfield, who commanded it, fo ad- 
vantageoufly pofted. that, weak as he was, he could 
not venture to force him But the place being of 
great ftrength, he flattered himfelf that the gover¬ 
nor would hold out long enough to give time to 
the reft of the troops to join him, and then he 
would be in a condition either to throw fuccours 
into the place, or force the befiegers to a battle. 

• „ 3 C 2 But 
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But this governor, following the maxims of thofe 
times, attentive only to his own profit in every 
thing, had been fo beneficially fparing of provifions, 
ammunition, and foldiers, to man his garrifon, 
that he was obliged to furrender much fooner than 
he needed to have done, and faw himfelf ruined by 
his avarice. 

The King, by way of reprifal, invefted Laon. He 
was not ignorant, that the league had put this place, 
already fo ftrong by its fituation and fortifications, 
into a condition fufficient to make whoever attacked 
it repent of his attempt. Du-Bourg * was gover¬ 
nor of it; one of the befi: and moft experienced 
officers the Duke of Maienne had in his army. 
The Duke’s fecond fon, the Count of Sommerive, 
with a great number of the nobility, was fhut up 
there. The King, therefore, coniidering that, on 
this occafion, he had his military reputation to fu- 
ftain, a reputation to which he owed all his fuccefs, 
negledled, on his part, no care or attention, to ac- 
complifh his enterprife. 

I attended him joyfully to this fiege, and was 
charged, according to my take, with the diredlion 
of a battery of fix pieces of cannon, conjointly 
with the elder De-Born, who, in quality of lieute¬ 
nant-general of the ordnance, had the conduct of 
It in the abfence of the Count de la Guiche grand 
maker, and confented to take me for his colleague. 
Scarce had I taken pofieffion of my new employ¬ 
ment, when I was obliged to abandon it. The King 
was informed, by letters from Paris, that die Count 
d’Auvergne, with D’Entragues, liis father-in-law, 
had begun thofe fecret practices againfi: him which 
afterwards had like to have loft him his head upon 
a fcaffold ; and that many difaffe&ed and feditious 


* He was the fame who chofe rather to go out of the B'afiile, of 
winch he was governor, publicly with the black leaf, than to re¬ 
ceive a bribe to put it into the Kir.g’s hands. Cayer, vol. z. p. 691. 
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perfons daily relorted to Paris. A violent difpute 
had likewife juft commenced between the univerfity 
and curate of Paris on one fide, and the Jefuits 011 
the other ; which, in a government yet hardly effa- 
bliilied, was very formidable. 

This news convinced his Majefly, that there was 
a neceflity for having a vigilant and faichful agent 
in that great city ; yet he delayed mentioning the 
affair to me, becaufe he knew well that I Ihould 
not be pleaied with a commifiion which would ob¬ 
lige me to leave the liege. However, a letter which 
I received from the Cardinal of Bourbon, and 
which I could not avoid {hewing him, determined 
him to propofe it to me. The Cardinal, without 
entering into any detail, only expreffed himfclf ar¬ 
dently defirous of feeing me, upon affairs of great 
importance, which he faid I only could fucceed in. 
Although all this had only the air of a compliment, 
yet his Majefly thought he ought not to neglect 
this advice : and had thefe affairs related only to the 
Cardinal, the King had fo many motives for being 
lolicitous about him, that when he had read this 
letter, he commanded me to prepare for returning 
to Paris ; which I obeyed, but with great regret a z 
quitting the liege. There was a neceflity to fill up 
the employment I left vacant, with a man whole 
fidelity could be depended upon. I named to his 
Majefty Vignoles, Parabere, and Trigny; and he 
chofe Parabere. I flattered myfelf, that when the 
affairs which called me to Paris were terminated, I 
fhould return to Laon ; and 1 was refolved to life 
all poflible expedition with them ; but they were 
fucceed by others, and that fo foon, that, from the 
end of May to the beginning of Auguft, which was 
the time this fiege lafled, all I could fee of it was 
In thefe little excurffons I fometimes made thither 
from Paris ; thefore my account of it will be un¬ 
connected enough. 
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Having received the King’s inftructions for my 
journey, I fet out, and reached Crepy the firft night, 
where I lay, and the. next day arrived at Paris. I 
waited upon the Cardinal immediately, and round 
him very ill *, and as much depreffed in mind as 
in body. ' He embraced me tenderly, and difco- 
vered infinite joy at feeing me ; then ordering his 
chamber to be cleared, made me fit down by his 
bedfide, that I might hear the thoufand important 
things which he faid he had to communicate. Thole 
he began with gave me no great opinion of the 
reft ; but they were fuch as fat neareft his heart, 
although they confifted only of domeftic uneaiinefT- 
es, and female quarrels, with which I am almoft 
afhamed to entertain the public. A certain lady, 
named Madam de Ptolieres, was the caufe of them. 
The Cardinal, either through jealoufy or a difturbed 
imagination, had taken it into his head, that flie 
haftened his death by magic, to be revenged on 
him for fowing didenilon between her and the Abbe 
de Bcliozanne, her favourite His only confolatioii 
was, that if he did not die, his murderefs would. 
I'dy wife had informed him, that this Madam de 
llofieres was dangeroufly ill ; and probably it was 
upon this information that he had formed all his 
fable of magic and death. 

He imparted all thefe fecrets to me with fuch ap¬ 
parent dejedlion, that I did not doubt but that thefe 
imaginations contributed in a great meafure to ha- 
ften his death. I endeavoured to infpirit him; and 
he at Iaft was able to fpeak to me of his other af¬ 
fairs, which he had like to have forgot. Next to 
Madam de Rofieres, the King w r as the perfon of 
whom he complained with greateft bitternefs ; for 
his mind was in fuch a ftate, that he only com- 


* The moment he perceived him elf ill, he denarfed from Gaiilon, 
2nd came to St. Genivieve, and afterwards to his line houfe of the 
abbey cf St. Germain, according to De Thu:, book 109. 
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plained of thofe whom he loved. He had afked the 
King's permiflion to difpofe of his benefices ; and 
his A*ajeftv, he laid, had not heard him favourably; 
which, he added, could only be occafioned by this 
prince’s not having any regard for him, or that he 
was not fincerely attached to die Catholic religion; 
for how indeed could he be a good Roman Catho¬ 
lic, and difoblige a cardinal? Afterwards, without 
coniidering whom it was he was fpeaking to, he in- 
treated me to defend the Romifh religion to the 
King, to confirm him in it, to prevail upon him to 
keep up a dole correfpondence with the Pope, to 
demand of St. Peter his benediction, that he might 
afterwards obtain of him the difiolution of his 
marriage with Queen Margaret of Valois, and be at 
liberty to marry another princefs, by whom he 
might have children who would fecure the crown 
to the houfe of Bourbon, and peace and tranquil¬ 
lity to France The end of this difcourfe was much 
more judicious than I had reafon to expect : nor 
was the Pope’s panegyric improperly introduced in 
it; for, it muff be confeffed, that Clement VIII. was 
not only poffeffed of great wifdom and juftice, but 
alfo fo good a politician, that the court of Madrid 
could never boaft of having deceived him by their 
difguifes. ‘ "" 

The Cardinal afterwards brought the affair of the 
Jefuits upon the carpet ; and although, as a man 
devoted to the court of Rome, he openly favoured 
them, yet the arguments he made ufe of to prevail 
upon me to fupport them, were founded upon po¬ 
licy and the intereft of the King, and fo folid, that 
I was convinced his underftanding was not impaired 
by ficknefs, but only upon the chapter of himfelf. 
All the fteps I took in that affair were in confe- 
quence of his Eminence’s prudent reflections on 
the danger of banifliing the whole fociety from 
France in fuch a conjuncture ; for, as we fliall foon 
fee, nothing lefs was in agitation. 
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A fourth affair, which he recommended to me, 
was, to fupport, again# the fuperintendant, the old 
Archbifhop ofGlafgow in Ireland, whom he loved 
and honoured as if he had been a near relation. 
This archbifhop bore the name of Bethune *. The 
Queen of Scotland, his benefa&refs, being dead, all 
he now defired was, to fpend the fhort remnant of 
his life in peace, far from his native country ; but 
in the fuperintendant he found an enemy, to whole 
perfections he was perpetually expofcd, and who 
feemed ref dved to drive him out of France. I ne- 
ver could difcover the true caufe of this hatred ; 
perhaps it was owing to the attachment this pre- 
late always fhewed to the family of the Guifes, 
from whom the Queen of Scotland * was defend¬ 
ed. The Cardinal faid, that D’O had no other 
motive than the intereft which the Cardinal took in 
the Archbifhop : and it is certain, that, as often as 
his Eminence folicited the fuperintendant in favour 
of the old prelate, he feemed to be more eagerly 
bent upon his definition. The Cardinal, there¬ 
fore, intreated me to prevail upon the King to take 

* James de Be'hune, Archbifhop of Ghfgow, in Scotland, and 
not in Ireland, came to P>ris in quality pf ambafTidor in ordinary 
from the Queen of SvOtland, and died rher^ in 1603. aged eighty-fix 
years \ having, during fifty feven years, fuffered great vic.iTitudes of 
fortune, fince the murder of Cardinal de Bcthnne, Archbiihop of St. 
Andrew’s, his uncle, which happened in 1546. His epitaph maybe 
flillfeen in the church of St. J~hn of Lateran. Am dot de 1 ? Houf-* 
faye, in his Memoirs, mentions the procefs that Nt hoi as Denetz, 
Biihopof Orleans, had with Maximilian Francis Duke of Sully, in 
wh.ch, it appears, toat they unjuflly Jifputed the right this family 
Ind to the name of Bethune. <c fdowever this may be,” faid hr, 
fpeakingof this archbifhop, “ the family of Betun in Scotland, from 
Ci whence were descended the Cardinal Archbifhop of St. And ew’?, 
“ and the Archbiihop of Glafgow, ambaflador from Queen Mary 
fC S uirt in France, where he died in 1660 o 1 »6i, (her is an error 
“ in the d ite), is acknowledged by Metf. de Sully and de Cnaroft, 
ct for a branch of their houfe.” vo'. 2. p. 63 . Therefore, according 
to our Memoirs, the true name both of the Archbiihop ot Giafgow, 
3nd of the Archbiihop of St. Andrew’s, \v s B thu->e, and not Betun. 

* Mary of Lo*rain, daughter of Claude Duke of Guife, married 
in 1530, to James Stuart King of Scotia d. 
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die Archbifhop under his protection : he had pro- 
mifed 10 have no concern, for the future, in any 
affairs, either within or without the kingdom : in¬ 
deed, he was no longer capable of it* and his con¬ 
duct, moreover, irreproachable. To gain me en¬ 
tirely over to his interefts, the Cardinal told me, 
that this archbiiliop had fo great an affeCtion for 
me, that he wept continually for my unhappinefs, 
in being educated in the Proteftant religion. 

He refumed again the fubjcCt of his benehces, 
with which he concluded his difcourfe; and ear- 
neftly intreated me to obtain for him his Majefty’S 
permifiion to refign them, confeffing that the pof- 
fefilon of thefe benefices had given dreadful unea- 
finefs to the deceafed Cardinal, his uncle, from 
whom he had them, as well as to himfelf, fome of 
them having been forcibly taken from families who 
were the lawful proprietors of * them ; and his E- 
minence thought, he fhould make a fufficient atone 
ment, both for himfelf and his uncle, and pacify his 
conscience, by refto ing them 10 the injured per- 
fons after his death. He had nothing new to tell 
me, when his phyfician entered the chamber. Du- 
ret (for it was he) having recommended filence to 
his patient, took upon himfelf the care of acquaint¬ 
ing me with all the fecrets of the Cardinal, whofe 
confidence he poffcffed; and he acquitted himfelf 
like a very eloqm nt man, that is to fay he wea- 
3'ied me fufficiently. I m de no other anfwer to 
his tedious fpeeches, than reiterated promifes of fer- 
ving his Eminence. 

H During the three days which I paffed at Paris, I 
was fufficiently convinced of the dangerous corre- 
fpondences carried on by the Count d’Auvergne, 
JTEntragues, and his wife. Their houfe was the 
rendezvous for all the King’s enemies, either in the 
league or the Spanifh party : every night they held 
fecret councils againft the King’s interefi: and fer- 
vice. Till I fhould have an opportunity of con- 
Vol.I. 3 D ferring 
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ferring with his Majefty upon the meafures necefia- 
ry for fuppreffing this wicked cabal, I reprefented 
to MelT. de Cheverney, de Pont-carre, de Bellievre, 
and de MaifTe, that they could not watch too nar¬ 
rowly the motions of thefe incendiaries; and I 
particularly recommended it to MaiefTe, with 
whofe a&ivity I was well acquainted. 

I afterwards applied myfelf, with a particular at¬ 
tention, to the affair of the Jefuits, againft whom 
a proceis was actually commenced before the par¬ 
liament, and vigorously purfued by the univerfity 
and curates of Paris, who accufed them with ha¬ 
ving monopolized to themfelves the education of 
the youth *, and the dire&ion of confciences; re¬ 
prefented them as a fociety very pernicious to the 
if ate; and propoled their being banilhed as fuch 
from all the dominions of France. It was nothing 
lefs than certain, that all thefe adverfaries of the 
fociety would triumph over them, as they had pro- 
mifed themfelves, even if the King fhould not in- 
terpofe his authority. The Jefuits had a£ted power¬ 
fully upon this occalion. The party was already 
fo well fupported, that, without laying any ftrefs 
upon the Pope, Spain, and their partisans in the 
league f, who were not few, one half of the par-* 
liament was on their fide, and openly folicited in 
their favour. The caufe was put into the hands of 
advocates in the highefi: repute at the bar: the Je- 
luits retained'Duret and Verforis ; and their ad¬ 
verfaries Arnaud and Dolle ±. In Paris nothing 
was talked of but thefe two powerful factions. 

I refle&ed upon what the Cardinal de Bourbon- 
had reprefented to me, That there was no extre- 

* SeeRichel. polit. reft part i. chap. 2. feft. 10. 

*f* The Cardinal of Bourbon, the Superintenriant D’O, Antony 
Seguire, King s Advocate, and a great many others, openly folicite'd 
for the Jefuits. 

X See the particulars of this procefs, De Thou, book no. ; Hift. 
cf the univerfity of Paris, vol. 6. p. 866.; and others. 
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mity to which this order would not proceed, fti- 
mulated either by revenge, or by the hope of for¬ 
cing us to repeal their banifhment: That, by their 
intrigues, they might animate part of Europe againft 
us : That they well know how. to make their per¬ 
fection be looked upon as an J njury offered to re¬ 
ligion itfelf, and bring the King under a fufpicion of 
being fecretly attached to that which he had juft 
quitted ; which, in the prefent ftate of affairs, might 
have very dangerous confequences, Clement VIII. 
not having yet been able to refolve upon granting 
the abfolution folicited for at Rome; the King be¬ 
ing engaged in one of thefe enterprifes, the event 
of which is always fo uncertain, and often fo dan¬ 
gerous ; and, in a word, the Catholics who had 
moft power in the kingdom, as well tliofe who 
were at Paris, as thofe that filled the court, fear¬ 
ing, or feeming to fear, for their own intereft, that 
they had not yet fufficiently provided for the fecu- 
rity of the Ptomifh religion in France. I was fen- 
fible, that Meff. de Longueville, Nevers, and Biron, 
had publicly expreffed themfelves to this purpofe, 
and had ufed all their endeavours to communicate 
their apprehenfions to the Cardinal of Bourbon, by 
means of D’Entragues, D’Humiers, Des Sourdis, 
and lome others. It is not my deffgn to impute 
here any bad intention to thefe perfons ; but it is 
certain, that, among thefe zealous Catholics, there 
were few who were not actuated by a motive like 
that of Biron, who did not diffeminate thefe dif- 
courfes till he had loft all hope of obtaining the go¬ 
vernment of Laon. 

Be this as it will, prudence, I thought, required, 
that the authority of the abfent King fhould not be 
cxpofed for a quarrel between priefts and theolo- 
gifts; and did not doubt but his Majefty, in fuch 
a cafe, would chufe the moft moderate fide. I 
therefore declared to the council, that the King did 
not think the accufations which were brought a- 
3 D 2 gainft 
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gainft the Jefuits, of fufficient importance to autho- 
rife any harfh treatment of them; and that his Ma- 
jefty would wait to be determined by their future 
behaviour to the {fate and himfclf/ whether he* 
fhould banifh them, or permit them to continue in 
France: and that, till he had given more pofitive 
orders concerning them, he abfolutely forbad any 
violent proceedings againft thofe fathers ; that no 
invectives fhould be permitted in the pleadings a- 
gainft them ; and even that their caufe fhould be 
tried in full court. No perion expeCled to find in 
me a protestor of the Jefuits; and I may fay, that 
my recommendation of them at that time would 
not have been ufelefs, although I had not fpokenin 
the name of the King. In efteCl, no further pro- 
grefs was made in this affair. 

The deference I owed to the Cardinal of Bour¬ 
bon made me refolve to fpeak to the fuperintendant 
in favour of the Archbifhop of Glafgow ; though I 
knew well, what I had to expeCt from a man fo 
little folicitous to conceal the hatred he bore to 
my whole family, and which a late quarrel with 
my young ft brother had augmented, I hoped 
from the King more juftice, and I haftened to join 
him at JLaon, after taking leave of the Cardinal, 
who continued ftill confiderably weakened. 

At Bruyers, where I had left my field-equipage, 
I learned, that the Duke of Maienne, being in con- 
ftant expectation of a great army which Count 
Charles of Mansfield was to bring him, had advan¬ 
ced with fome troops as far as La-Fere, and twice 
attempted to, throw a fupply of too horfe and 200 
arquebufiers into Laon ; that the firft was defeated 
by Givry, and the fecond by the Count of Soiffons, 
whofe turn it was that day to guard the trench : 
that the King gave always a glorious example to 
the princes and officers, and mounted guard in the 
trenches in his turn. 

His 
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His Majefty was in bed when I arrived at his 
quarters, although it was thx^ee o’ clock in the af¬ 
ternoon. He alked me, if 1 was not furprifed to 
find him in bed at fuch an hour. This bed, how¬ 
ever, was only two matreffes upon the hard ground. 
All night, and the preceding day, this prince had 
been {landing at the trench, where he was employed 
in directing works to he made in the mountain, 
upon the declivity of which 1 aon is fituated, either 
to change the place of fome batteries, or to fhelter 
the workmen by parapets. He was fo greatly fa¬ 
tigued handing upon the ground, which was ex¬ 
tremely rugged, that feveral contufions rofe in his 
feet, which did not , however, hinder him from 
haying to fee the work carried on, till all thefe con¬ 
tufions burhing, each of his feet became one large 
wound, which-obliged him to be put to bed, and 
fome dreffings to be applied to them ; which he 
ordered to be changed in my prefence; “That you 
“ may be convinced,” faid he, “ I do not a& the 
“ fickman unfeafonably.” I was very far, indeed, 
from entertaining fuch a thought : and if I accufed 
him of any thing, it was of the contrary excefs. I 
believe he perceived it: for feeking, as it were, to 
juhify himfelf he told me, that he was under a ne- 
cehity of undertaking and fuperintending this work, 
which would give hina two days advance upon the 
befieged city ; and that I would not condemn him 
after I had feen it, or, at lead, heard an account 
of it from the connoiffeurs whom he had fent to vi- 
fit it, and whofe return he expecled at five o’clock. 

I took advantage of this opportunity of being 
alone with the King to give him an account of my 
journey, which I did, kneeling on a cufhion which 
he ordered to be brought for me. His Majefty, de- 
firous of authorifing what I had done, ordered Beau- 
lieu-Ptufe to write three letters inftantly : the fir ft, 
which was addrefted to the Chancellor, regarded the 
Jefuits, and contained only a repetion of what I 

had 
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had faid myfelf. In the fecond, he informed D’O, 
that it was his intention the Archbifixop of Glaf- 
gow fhould enjoy the only two abbeys he had in 
France peaceably* and juftified this prelate’s paft 
conducl, by the gratitude he owed his benefacftrefs. 
The third, to the Cardinal of Bourbon, was written 
in the name of Lomenie, fecretary of ftate, who 
made known to his Eminence* that the King would 
approve of the difpofition he fhould make of his 
benefices, and was ready to ratify it, by figninghim- 
felf the form he fhould fend him, provided he 
found in it nothing contrary to the canons, the li¬ 
berties, and cuftoms of the kingdom. r l he reft of 
the letter was an affurance of his protection and 
friendfhip; and as a proof of his confidence, lie 
fent the two other letters under cover to him ; and 
had the complaifance to acquaint him with the con¬ 
tents. I defired Du Perat, whom the King fent 
with thefe three letters to Paris, to deliver one 
from me to the Cardinal, in which I exhorted him, 
by every thing that I thought could make any im- 
preflion upon his mind, to free himfelf from all 
his domeftic uneafinefles. 

Thefe affairs were but juft over before the arrival 
of Meffl de Biron, Givry, Saint-Luc, Marivault, 
Parabere, Vignoles, Fouqueroles, and others, whom 
the King had fent to examine his works of the pre¬ 
ceding day, particularly two mines which he had 
caufed to be opened. Every one gave his opinion 
of them, to fhew his own fkill: they could not a- 
gree, and a difpute infenfibly arofe amongft them, 
Marechal Biron, who fuliied the great talents he 
had for war, by an affuming air, and a fuperiority 
of accent, which made him always mafter of the 
converfation, could with difficulty bear to hear any 
one t© declare himfelf of an opinion contrary to 
his. 

The King, perceiving that words grew high a- 
mongft them, in order to oblige them to filence, 

told 
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told them that he had received notice from three fuc- 
cetfive fpies, from different places, that the Duke of 
Mai'enne and the Count of Mansfeld had reiblved, 
at all hazards, to throw a very confiderabie con¬ 
voy of ammunition and provifions into Laon, in 
order to avoid a battle; and that this convoy was 
to fet out inftantly upon its march, fupported by a 
very powerful efcort, with a deflgn to lurprife the 
guard, force themfelves a paftage, and enter into 
the befieged city. This afforded a new fubject for 
conteftation, which ended at laft in Biron’s favour, 
who procured the command of a ftrong detach¬ 
ment, with which he intended to poft himfelf in the 
foreft between Laon and La-Fere, and to attack the 
efcort with the convoy. He compofed the detach¬ 
ment himfelf, which confifted of 1200 French in¬ 
fantry, all chofen men, 800 Swifs, 300 light horfe, 
aoo troopers, and 100 gentlemen of the King’s 
houfehold. I alked the King’s permiffion to go a- 
long with this detachment; which he refufed me 
feveral times, alledging, that there were many 
things which he wanted me to inform him of; but 
I made fo ftrong inftances, that the third time I 
prevailed. 

We began our march at fix o’ clock in the after¬ 
noon. and reached the foreftat one in the morning, 
where we advanced cautioufly to the extremity of 
the wood near La-Fere, which was the place of our 
ambufeade. Marechal de Biron detained all the 
paffengers we met on the great road, who, he 
thought, might carry intelligence of his defign into 
La-Fere; and placed centinels on horfeback at the 
end of the wood, to bring him an exaft informa¬ 
tion of whatever came out of the city. We waited 
with great impatience till four o’clock in the after¬ 
noon, before we heard any news ; and then the 
centinels came to inform us, that the great road 
from La-Fere to Laon was covered with fo long a 
file of foldiers, and fitch a vaft quantity of bag¬ 
gage 
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gage of every kind, that they could imagine nor¬ 
thing elfe but that the whole army of the enemy 
was advancing. That inftant I perceived a good 
number of the mofl refolute arriongft us to look 
pale, and whifper to each other, that it was ne- 
ceffary to make our retreat. This fome of us op- 
pofed ; and the commander declaring himfelf for 
this laft opinion, it was agreed upon, by a plurali¬ 
ty of voices, that fome one of the troop fhould be 
fent to reconnoitre, and bring back an exact ftate 
of things Fouqueroles, whofe valour and intre¬ 
pidity was well known, was chofen, with two or 
three others, for this employment: and returning 
a little time after, informed us, that this feeming- 
ly formidable line was compofed of three hundred 
carts, laden with ammunition, efcorted by four 
fquadrons of 100 horfe each, who marched be¬ 
fore the convoy, followed by 8 or 900 mulketeers ; 
an equal number of Spanifh infantry brought up 
the rear. 

This number not being equal to ours, it was a- 
greed upon, with one voice, that we fhould attack 
them; and we only differed upon the manner of 
doing it. I, with many others, were of opinion, 
that it would be better to let the convoy enter the 
foreft, and afterwards fall upon them in the rear. 
Givry, Montigny; and Marivault, who were at 
the head of the cavalry, were for the negative, 
and maintained fo politively, that there was lefs 
danger in attacking them in the open held, that 
they drew Marechal Biron into this opinion. At 
firfk this method iucceeded: the cavalry of the e- 
nemy gave way as foon as they were attacked, 
though at the beginning they fhewed great refolu- 
tion, and retired to the fides of the waggons : but 
we foon found whom we had to deal with: the 
enemy’s infantry, which were in front, waited 
firmly for our troopers, whom Biron lent to attack 

them, 


them; and fixed upon them with .fo much order, 
as obliged them to give ground. Biron command¬ 
ed them to return to the charge by the left flank; 
while he attacked .the right, which was vifibly the 
leaf! dangerous. The onfet was fo terrible, that 
the enemy’s foot were forced to retire, and, like 
the other fquadrons, take fhelter in the midft of 
the carts, from whence they {fill continued to de¬ 
fend themfeves : in the mean time, the Spanifh 
battalion advanced, from the rear to the front, and 
formed itfelf in fuch a manner, that it was fup- 
ported on all fides by the cavalry and the wag¬ 
gons, without lofing the afiifiance of the firft bat¬ 
talion : they made lb vigorous a defence* that all 
Biron’s entreaties and menaces could not hinder 
our 6co horfe from quitting the fight, extremely 
weakened. The Swifs and French infantry, who 
took their place, found equal refifiance. The 
battle continuing to lengthen, Biron apprehended 
that an action which paffed fo near La-Fere, would 
give time for a confiderable fupply to be fent to 
the convoy, if it was not very fpeedily ended, for 
a laft refource, commanded the ioo gentlemen to 
difmount, to add to their other arms, which con- 
lifted of a fword and piftol, a pike, of which we had 
brought a great quantity along with us ; and to 
bring up to the charge all our foot, both French 
and Swifs, which had not yet encountered the 
Spaniards. MeiT. de Guitry, de JVlontigny, de 
Marivault, de Tiagny, d’Arambure, de Ja Curee, 
de Lopes, d’Heures, and others, advanced in this 
manner at the head of 300 foot; and Biron, with 
an equal number, followed them. J. was in the 
fecond battalion. We doled fo clofely, that the 
pike and fufee became ufelefs. We fought hand 
to hand* and almoft wreftled with one another. 
The Spaniards at length gave ground, and, after 
Vol.I. 3 E throwing 
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throwing away tlieir arms # , fled for fhelter to the 
woods and waggons. This laft refuge was of no 
fervice to them ; we purfued them there, and made 
a horrible carnage of them: no lefs than 1200 
were left dead upon the place. There were few 
prifoners ; the perfons of any diftinction in the ca¬ 
valry had time to get back to La-Fere. We nei¬ 
ther purfued them, nor the others who had taken 
llielter in the woods, left we Ihould be furprifed, 
and put into diforder, by new troops fent from La- 
Fere to their afliftance: on the contrary, we only 
thought of rallying, and keeping upon our guard, 
during the time that was neceflary to reft and re- 
frefli ourfelves with fome of thofe provisions of 
which we found great abundance in the convoy. 
In the night we marched back to the camp, and 
brought thither, without meeting with anyobftacle, 
all the enemy's baggage, but fo pillaged by the fol- 
diers, and fo carelefsly looked after, notwithftand- 
ing the commander’s ftrict orders concerning it, 
that above 400 war or baggage horfes were lamed. 

Biron, with the fame fupercilious air which he 
had affumed, to procure the command in this ex¬ 
pedition, prefented himfelf to his Majefty at his re¬ 
turn, to receive the praifes due to his fuccefs. 
Having fo fine a matter to talk of himfelf, one 
may eafily imagine what a man, who knew not the 
merit of fllence upon thefe occafions, would fay 
to the advantage of his victory. One would have 
faid, to have heard him, that he had juft that mo¬ 
ment returned from fettling the crown upon his 
Majefty’s head. Experience has Shewn, that this 
haughtinefs, which borders a little upon boafting, 
of itfelf fufficiently in the French tafte, common¬ 
ly fucceeds with a general who has Frenchmen to 
condudt : with them to feem fure of a vieftory, 


* La Curee, who was a pood judge in this matter, attributes the 
Spaniards defeat to their cuftom of nfing too long fwords, and waift- 
-belts too fhort, Vol, 8929, MSS. dela bibliot, du Roi. 
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goes a great way towards gaining it. The King 
was not ignorant of this, and he had found very 
happy confequences from it, on thofe hazardous 
occafions, when the foldiers fought only in the 
countenance and words of their leader, the idea 
they ought to have of the prefent danger. Hence 
a feeming confidence of fuccefs became habitual 
to him, and this air was imitated by all the general 
officers ; and, as it often happens, many of them, 
but particularly Marechal Biron, overacted it fo far 
as to become infupportable to all the others, and 
even to the King himfelf, who was by no means 
the lead: indulgent. 

The obliging reception which his Majefty gave to 
Biron, and thofe that had followed him, created 
great jealoufy in the couriers, who had not 
been of the party, and completely turned Biron’s 
head. However, he could not obtain the govern¬ 
ment of Laon, which was what he aimed at by ex¬ 
alting his lad action, and arrogating all the glory 
of it to himfelf alone, as if others came in for no¬ 
thing. The King difclofed his thought of it fully 
to me, and feemed, on many accounts, greatly dis¬ 
contented with this Marechal. His Majedy told 
me, that, after fo many caufes of complaint which 
Biron had given him, after his having dared even 
lately to threaten him with going over to his ene¬ 
mies, and the difcoveries he had juft made of the 
actual correfpondence lie carried on with Meff. 
d’Epernon and d-Avergne, he could not refolve to 
truft him with the care of a place fo near the Low 
Countries as Laon, which ought not to be given* but 
to a man of approved fidelity * : but he feared he 
faid, that Biron would keep no meafures after this 
refufal, and would openly join the party .againft 
him, or, what was ftill more dangerous, continue 
near his perfon, while he fecretly fided with his 


This government was given to Marivault. 
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enemies. Henry, who from this moment was per- 
fuaded, that he would one day have every thing to 
fear from Biron, added, that he had perceived 
this Marechal fought my friendfhip for fome time; 
doubtlefs with an intention to procure my concur¬ 
rence to "a marriage between his brother and Made- 
moifelle de Saint Genies, my niece, who was one 
of the greateft fortunes in France ; and he ordered 
me to take advantage of this new friendfhip, to 
found him, and to penetrate into hisdefigns. 

The great convoy being defeated, the King, 
without any obftacle, continued the’fiegeof Laon, 
till he received notice that the Duke of Ma'ienne, 
and the Count of Mansfield, far from being dif- 
heartened by this bad fuccefs, talked of nothing 
lefs than coming' to force the lines of the befiegers, 
as foon as they had received fome troops they were 
in expectation of. * The Marechal de Biron treated 
this news with raillery; but his Majefty, who ne¬ 
glected nothing, was not eafy’ about it till Givry, 
whom he had fent to reconnoitre, efcorted by 300 
horfe, with ft rift orders not to return without ti 
perfect knowledge of the fituation and forces of 
the enemy, brought him, at the end of three days, 
certain intelligence, that there was not a fingle com¬ 
pany of them on this fide the Oife ; and that the 
Spaniards were more inclined 4 to return to Flan¬ 
ders than to Laon. The King, relying upon the 
fidelity of this report j that'very evening made a 
party to go and dine the next day at St. Lambert, 
a houfe dependent upon the domain of Navarre, 
and fituated in die midft of the forefr, where he 
remembered to have often gone to eat fruit, milk, 
and new cheefe, during the time that, in liis youth, 
he had refided in the caftle of Marie ; and he pro- 
mifed himfelf great pleafure in feeing it again. 

About thirty-of us attended him to St. Lambert, 
where, as he had pafted part of the preceding 
night in vifiting, as ufual, the trenches, batteries. 

and 
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and mines, he fell afleep as foon as he had dined : 
his goodconftitution, joined to a habit of fatigue, 
had accuflomed him to fleep in any place, and 
and when he pleafed, and to wake at any hour. 
The weather being then extremely hot, eight or ten 
of us went into the thickeft part of the foreft 
not far from the great road leading from La-Fere 
to Laon. We had not gone farther than twelve 
or fifteen hundred- paces, when a noife which 
came from that fide near La-Fere drew all our 
attention ; it feemed to be a confided mixture 
of human voices, fmacking of whips, neighing of 
horfes, and a noife like the diifant found of trum¬ 
pets and drums. That we might hear more plain¬ 
ly, we came forwards to the road, from whence 
we perceived diftindtly eight hundred paces before 
us, a column of infantry, which appeared to us to 
be foreigners, marching in good order, and with¬ 
out noife : that which we had heard proceeded 
from the fervants and vagabonds who followed, 
and thofe that conducted a confiderable convoy of 
artillery which efcorted it. Lxtending our view 
as far as it was podible, fo great a number of 
troops appeared to us to file off after thofe wag¬ 
gons, that we did not doubt but that it was the e- 
nemy’s whole army. 

We returned haftily, and found the King awake, 
fhaking a plum-tree, the fruit of which had appear¬ 
ed very delicious. 0 Faith, Sire, (faid we to him,) 
cc we have juft feen fome people pafs, who prepare 
“ very different plums for you, and of a little harder 
“ digeftion.” The explication did not confift of ma¬ 
ny words, the time was prefling ; and the King the 
more readily believed us, having, as he told us, 
heard fomething for a quarter of an hour, which 
(not being able to imagine that Givry could have 
acquitted himfelf fo ill of his commifiion) he 

* The foreft of Fohrpbry. 
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thought was a noife proceeding from his own 
camp. His Majefty ordered twelve of us, who 
were ready at hand, to go inftantly to the different 
quarters of the cavalry, (a lift of which he always 
carried in his pocket), to fpread the alarm there, 
and bring them all with the utmoft expedition to 
his quarter, while a part of us ihoultl go to the 
infantry, to form them into battalions, and poft 
them between the fame quarter and the trenches. 
He gave thcfe orders as he was mounting his horfe, 
and although he rode at full fpeed, he continued 
giving them to all he met, with the fame juftnefs 
and extent of thought, as if he had been long be¬ 
fore prepared for a battle. Thanks to fo much ce¬ 
lerity, and that admirable prefence of mind, which 
was the caufe that nothing efcaped this prince here, 
where any other, inftead of forming a regular plan, 
would fcarcely have been capable of taking the leaft 
fenlible refolution. The enemy did not lurprife a 
ftngle man ; which perhaps faved the whole army 
from the utmoft misfortune : for it muft be confef- 
fed, that if the enemy’s cavalry, which at the fame 
inftant appeared in the front of the camp, where 
they formed themfelves into fquadrons with great 
expedition, had once thrown the foldiers into a 
confternation, which, the King and part of the 
officers being abfent, muft almoft infallibly have 
happened by an effect of the ftrft furprile; it 
would have been eafy for them, amidft that fudden 
confufton, to have defeated one or more quarters, 
and perhaps fear might have delivered up all the 
reft. 

We may hold by this ftngle example, to prove of 
what utility it is for a general of an army, I will not 
fay only to poftefs that quality of mind which takes 
in all cares, however infinite; but to know by their 
names, their capacity, their good and bad qualities, 
the officers, and the different bodies of his army ; 
and in iris turn to be known bv it, for the man of 

all 
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all the general officers, whofe advice (the quality 
of leader apart) they would chufe in a difficult 
conjuncture to follow as the wife ft, to give it with 
firmnefs, but without the oftentation which feems 
to arife from the certainty of having found out the 
beft ; to infpire them with a relilh for their occu¬ 
pation ; to render their difeiplinc pleating, by never 
oppreffing them with orders, but, at the fame time, 
to a ecu from them never to expeCl, that thole al¬ 
ready eftabliflied will, on any account whatever, be 
difpenfed with, or diminiffied ; in a word, to pof- 
fefs the art of making himfelf be at all times rea¬ 
dily obeyed by them, without infpiring that timidity 
which keeps them tilent, when, by a feafonable 
hint, they might aid the lights of their leader; an 
inconvenience which in all times has been the ruin 
of many armies, and their commanders. 

Notwithftanding the expedition the Kingufed on 
this occalion, if the enemy's general had known 
how to avail himfelf of every moment, I believe 
he might have given us a confiderable lhock ; but 
knowing the prince he had to deal with, he durfl 
not fuffer the van of his army to appear, till the 
whole was come out of the foreft, that one part 
might not be deprived of the affilfance of the other, 
in cafe the King ffiould be informed of his march, 
and meet him with all his army. It happened alfo, 
that the march of the enemy was protra&ed by the 
breaking of a carriage, upon which a piece of ord¬ 
nance was placed, which imbarrafed them greatly. 
The waggons fplit in pieces when the convoy was 
defeated, the luggage of which, with the bodies of 
men and horfes, overfpread the road, caufed a fe- 
cond imbaraflhient hill greater : and, laftly, the 
perfon whom the Duke of Mai'enne had fent to re¬ 
connoitre a place proper for pitching his camp, 
did not make all the difpatch which he might have 
made. 
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The King carefully availed himfelf of ail thefe de¬ 
lays. He drew out from the trenches as many men 
as were Sufficient to cover them, without leaving 
too few within, and ranged the reft of his army in 
order of battle before, when the enemy, who no 
longer hoped to furprife him, gave him time. That 
day was employed on each fide in gaining all advan¬ 
tages for a battle. It was not, however, the inten¬ 
tion of the two generals of the enemy to rifle it ; 
they dreaded the King’s afeendant, and our cavalry 
which was almoft all compofed of gentlemen. Their 
whole defign, by this motion, was to engage the 
King to raife the fiege of Laon, by coining to meet 
them, and afterwards to evade a battle, or throw, 
at leaf!;, in the confufion caufed by their arrival, 
3000 foot and -500 troopers into the place : but as 
we did not know their intention till afterwards, that 
we were informed of it by fome prifoners whom 
we took, it was not doubted but that there would 
be a general adtion upon the morrow ; our two 
camps being fo near, that we heard diftinclly from 
ours, the found of their trumpets, and the Shouts 
of their foldiers. 

In the midft of the ground that feparated us from 
the enemy, there was one lingle hill almoft round, 
which appeared to me of extreme importance to 
the befieged city, if the enemy ffiould polTcfs them- 
felves of it. The King, who had fent me to recon¬ 
noitre it, gave me two pieces of cannon, to fup- 
port a regiment that were by his order to poft and 
fortify themlelves there. I caufed a hut to be e- 
redted for myfelf; and when the King came to vifit 
this pod, he found every thing in order. The next 
day the enemy making a fhew of greater refolution 
than the evening before, began a fhirmifh with all 
their Small Shot, and endeavoured to make them- 
felves mafters of a little wood which was between 
the two camps Above fifty thoufand fires of Small 
arms were given, but with So little effedt, that Para- 
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here, who came to my hut to fup with me, aflured 
me that they had not twenty men flain, nor more 
than twice that number wounded. 

Night coming on during this tumult; and the 
two generals of the enemy’s army, who thought of 
nothing lefs than engaging further, took advantage 
of it to retreat, without noife, to La-Fere. The 
King fuffered them to fly, not to lofe fight of his 
object; and he contented himfelf with the difgrace 
and the ridicule they had drawn upon themfelves, 
by making fo much ado about nothing. 


END of the FIRST VOLUME. 
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